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CROCHET BASICS

In this section you will find an overview of the basic techniques and tools used for crocheting and for making granny squares. Use this section to refresh your memory on any of the basics if you’ve become a little rusty. Or if you are new to crochet, this is a good place to begin.
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GENERAL TECHNIQUES

Granny squares can incorporate any crochet stitch. Along with the following guide to the stitches you may encounter, you will also find information about how crochet directions are written and how to interpret the stitch diagrams.


STITCHES

SLIP KNOT

Make a loop several inches from the end of the yarn, insert the hook through the loop, and catch the tail with the end (1). Draw the yarn through the loop on the hook (2). Pull on the tail to tighten the slip knot around the hook.
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CHAIN

After the slip knot, start your chain. Wrap the yarn over the hook (yarn over) and catch it with the hook. Draw the yarn through the loop on the hook. You have now made one chain. Repeat the process to make a row of chains. When counting chains, do not count the slip knot at the beginning or the loop that is on the hook.
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SLIP STITCH

The slip stitch is a very short stitch, which is mainly used to join two pieces of crochet together when working in rounds. To make a slip stitch, insert the hook into the specified stitch, wrap the yarn over the hook, and then draw the yarn through the stitch and the loop already on the hook.
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SINGLE CROCHET

Insert the hook into the specified stitch, wrap the yarn over the hook, and draw the yarn through the stitch so there are two loops on the hook (1). Wrap the yarn over the hook again and draw the yarn through both loops (2). When working in single crochet, always insert the hook through both top loops of the next stitch, unless the directions specify front loop or back loop only.
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HALF DOUBLE CROCHET

Wrap the yarn over the hook, insert the hook into the specified stitch, and wrap the yarn over the hook again. Draw the yarn through the stitch so there are three loops on the hook (1). Wrap the yarn over the hook and draw it through all three loops at once (2).
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DOUBLE CROCHET

Wrap the yarn over the hook, insert the hook into the specified stitch, and wrap the yarn over the hook again. Draw the yarn through the stitch so there are three loops on the hook (1). Wrap the yarn over the hook again and draw it through two of the loops so there are now two loops on the hook (2). Wrap the yarn over the hook again and draw it through the last two loops (3).
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TRIPLE CROCHET

Wrap the yarn over the hook twice, insert the hook into the specified stitch, and wrap the yarn over the hook again. Draw the yarn through the stitch so there are four loops on the hook. Wrap the yarn over the hook again (1) and draw it through two of the loops so there are now three loops on the hook (2). Wrap the yarn over the hook again and draw it through two of the loops so there are now two loops on the hook (3). Wrap the yarn over the hook again and draw it through the last two loops (4).
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DOUBLE TRIPLE CROCHET

Wrap the yarn over the hook three times, insert the hook into the specified stitch, and wrap the yarn over the hook again. Draw the yarn through the stitch so there are five loops on the hook. Wrap the yarn over the hook again and draw it through two of the loops so there are now four loops on the hook. Wrap the yarn over the hook again and draw it through two of the loops so there are now three loops on the hook. Wrap the yarn over the hook again and draw it through two of the loops so there are now two loops on the hook. Wrap the yarn over the hook again and draw it through the last two loops.

[image: Image]




WORKING THROUGH THE BACK LOOP

This creates a distinct ridge on the side facing you. Insert the hook through the back loop only of each stitch, rather than under both loops of the stitch. Complete the stitch as usual.
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SINGLE CROCHET TWO STITCHES TOGETHER

This decreases the number of stitches in a row or round by one. Insert the hook into the specified stitch, wrap the yarn over the hook, and draw the yarn through the stitch so there are two loops on the hook. Insert the hook through the next stitch, wrap the yarn over the hook, and draw the yarn through the stitch so there are three loops on the hook (1). Wrap the yarn over the hook again and draw the yarn through all the loops at once (2).
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DOUBLE CROCHET TWO STITCHES TOGETHER

This decreases the number of stitches in a row or round by one. Wrap the yarn over the hook, insert the hook into the specified stitch, and wrap the yarn over the hook again. Draw the yarn through the stitch so there are three loops on the hook. Wrap the yarn over the hook again and draw it through two of the loops so there are now two loops on the hook. Wrap the yarn over the hook and pick up a loop in the next stitch, so there are now four loops on the hook. Wrap the yarn over the hook and draw through two loops. Wrap the yarn over and draw through three loops to complete the stitch.
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FRONT POST DOUBLE CROCHET

This stitch follows a row of double crochet. Chain 3 to turn. Wrap the yarn over the hook. Working from the front, insert the hook from right to left (left to right for left-handed crocheters) under the post of the first double crochet from the previous row and pick up a loop (shown). Wrap the yarn over the hook and complete the stitch as a double crochet.

[image: Image]




REVERSE SINGLE CROCHET

This stitch is usually used to create a border. At the end of a row, chain 1 but do not turn. Working backward, insert the hook into the previous stitch (1), wrap the yarn over the hook, and draw the yarn through the stitch so there are two loops on the hook. Wrap the yarn over the hook again and draw the yarn through both loops. Continue working in the reverse direction (2).
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SHELL

There are many types of shell stitches. Here is one example.

Make two double crochets, chain 1, and then work two more double crochets in the same stitch (shown). This is often called a cluster. In the following row, work the same cluster into the space created by the chain stitch. Other versions of the shell stitch may have more than two double crochets and more than one chain stitch between them.
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POPCORN

(Worked from the right side.) Make five double crochets in the specified stitch, draw up the last loop slightly, and remove the hook (1). Insert the hook into the first of the five double crochets made, pick up the dropped loop, and draw it through. Chain 1 (2).
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BULLION

Chain 3. Wrap the yarn loosely around the hook ten times, insert the hook in the next stitch, yarn over, and draw up a loop (1). Wrap the yarn over the hook again and carefully draw through the coil of loops on the hook. You may find it necessary to pick the loops off the hook with your fingers, one at a time (2). Yarn over the hook again and draw through the remaining stitch.
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PICOT

This stitch pattern is used as an edging.

*Chain 3, work one single crochet in the first chain (1), skip one stitch, and work one single crochet in the next stitch. Repeat from * across the row (2).
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CROCHET INSTRUCTIONS

Crochet instructions are written in a shortened form, using standard abbreviations (see page 11). Diagrams with symbols that represent the stitches are often given along with the written instructions, or sometimes the diagrams stand alone (see page 12).


READING WRITTEN INSTRUCTIONS

Crochet patterns are often groups of stitches that are repeated a certain number of times in a row or round. The stitch group is enclosed between brackets [ ] or parentheses ( ) immediately followed by the number of times to work the stitches. For example: [ch 1, sk 1, 1 dc in next st] 4 times. Another way to indicate repeated stitch patterns is with asterisks. This same instruction could be written: *ch 1, sk 1, 1 dc in next st, repeat from * 3 times more.



Parentheses are also used to clarify or reinforce information: ch 3 (counts as 1 dc). They may be used at the end of a row to tell you how many total stitches you should have in that row, such as (25 sc). Sometimes this information is set off with a dash at the row end—25 sc. Parentheses are also used to tell you which side of the work you should be on: (WS) or (RS). For multisize patterns, parentheses enclose the variations you must apply to the different sizes. For example, a pattern may include directions for size 2 (4, 6, 8). Throughout the instructions, wherever you must choose for the correct size, the choices will be written like this: ch 34 (36, 38, 40).


TERM CONVERSIONS

Crochet techniques are the same universally, and everyone uses the same terms. However, US patterns and UK patterns are different because the terms denote different stitches. Here is a conversion chart to explain the differences.




READING SYMBOLS

Symbol diagrams are another way to convey crochet instructions. Every symbol in the diagram represents a specific stitch as it appears from the right side of the work. For granny squares, the rounds are marked on the diagram, beginning at the center. The diagram is accompanied by a key to help you identify the symbols. Though there may be some subtle differences in the way the symbols look, designers use a standard set of symbols.








	US

	UK




	single crochet (sc)

	double crochet (dc)




	half double crochet (hdc)

	half treble (htr)




	double crochet (dc)

	treble (tr)




	triple crochet (tr)

	double treble (dtr)








ABBREVIATIONS

Here is the list of standard abbreviations used for crochet.





	approx

	approximately




	beg

	begin/beginning




	bet

	between




	BL

	back loop(s)




	bo

	bobble




	BP

	back post




	BPdc

	back post double crochet




	BPsc

	back post single crochet




	CC

	contrasting color




	ch

	chain




	ch-

	refers to chain or space previously made, e.g., ch-1 space




	ch lp

	chain loop




	ch-sp

	chain space




	CL

	cluster(s)




	cm

	centimeter(s)




	cont

	continue




	dc

	double crochet




	dc2tog

	double crochet 2 stitches together




	dec

	decrease/decreases/decreasing




	dtr

	double triple




	FL

	front loop(s)




	foll

	follow/follows/following




	FP

	front post




	FPdc

	front post double crochet




	FPsc

	front post single crochet




	g

	gram(s)




	hdc

	half double crochet




	inc

	increase/increases/increasing




	lp(s)

	loop(s)




	Lsc

	long single crochet




	m

	meter(s)




	MC

	main color




	mm

	millimeter(s)




	oz

	ounce(s)




	p

	picot




	patt

	pattern




	pc

	popcorn




	pm

	place marker




	prev

	previous




	rem

	remain/remaining




	rep

	repeat(s)




	rev sc

	reverse single crochet




	rnd(s)

	round(s)




	RS

	right side(s)




	sc

	single crochet




	sc2tog

	single crochet 2 stitches together




	sk

	skip




	Sl st

	slip stitch




	sp(s)

	space(s)




	st(s)

	stitch(es)




	tbl

	through back loop(s)




	tch

	turning chain




	tfl

	through front loop(s)




	tog

	together




	tr

	triple crochet




	trtr

	triple treble crochet




	tr2tog

	triple crochet 2 stitches together




	WS

	wrong side(s)




	yd

	yard(s)




	yo

	yarn over




	[ ]

	Work instructions within brackets as many times as directed




	( )

	Work instructions within prentheses as many times as directed




	*

	Repeat instructions following the single asterisk as directed




	* *

	Repeat instructions between asterisks as many times as directed or repeat from a given set of instructions








CROCHET DIAGRAM SYMBOLS

STITCH KEY
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	= chain (ch)




	    •

	= slip st (Sl st)
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	= single crochet (sc)
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	= half double crochet (hdc)
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	= double crochet
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	= triple crochet (tr)
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	= double triple crochet (dtr)
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	= front post double crochet (FPdc)
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	= back post double crochet (BPdc)
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	= bullion st
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	= worked in back loop
= worked in front loop
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	= dc2tog
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	= dc5tog
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	= dc6tog
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	= puff st
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	= beg cluster
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	= cluster
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	= beg popcorn
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	= popcorn
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	= block st
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	= picot







A WORD ABOUT GAUGE

Every pattern will tell you the exact yarn (or weight of yarn) to use, and suggest what size hook to use to crochet an item with the same finished measurements as the project shown. It is important to choose yarn in the weight specified in order to successfully complete the project. The hook size recommended is the size an average crocheter would use to get the correct gauge. Gauge refers to the number of stitches and the number of rows in a given width and length, usually in 4" (10 cm), of crocheted fabric. For this book, gauge also refers to the finished size of a granny square.

Before beginning to crochet a project, it is very important to take the time to check your gauge. Crochet a sample swatch of the stitch pattern or crochet one of the granny squares used in the project. If you have more stitches to the inch or if your square is smaller than the instructions call for, you are working tighter than average; try a new swatch or square with a larger hook. If you have fewer stitches to the inch or if your square is larger than the instructions call for, you are working looser than average; try a smaller hook.

NOTE: Always change hook size to get proper gauge, rather than trying to work tighter or looser.

GRANNY SQUARE TECHNIQUES

Crocheting a project square by square has a lot of perks. Because you are working on small pieces at a time, you can take your project with you and work inconspicuously if necessary. Completion of every square gives you a tiny rush of satisfaction, and watching the squares stack up gives you a strong feeling of accomplishment. The final step of joining the squares is very relaxing and rewarding.


GETTING STARTED

Most granny squares are worked in rounds, beginning with a center ring. There are different ways to begin the ring. The method you choose may depend on whether you want the center to be open or tightly closed.




CHAIN RING

The most usual method of beginning working in rounds is by making a foundation chain, joining with a slip stitch to form a ring (1), then work the next round inserting the hook into the center of the ring rather than in the chain stitches (2). In this method the size of the ring is fixed and cannot be tightened.
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SLIP KNOT

[image: Image]

1. Form a loose slip knot. Holding the tail between your thumb and middle finger, work the first round of stitches into the slip knot.
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2. Before joining the round, gently pull the tail of the knot to tighten the center.




ADJUSTABLE LOOP

A third method, sometimes referred to as magic ring or sliding loop, also allows you to pull the ring tightly closed.
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1. Wrap the yarn clockwise around your index finger twice, leaving a 6" (15.2 cm) tail. Holding the tail between your thumb and middle finger, slide the hook under the wraps and catch the working yarn.
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2. Pull the working yarn through the ring, and chain the designated number of stitches.
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3. Work additional stitches into the two loops of the ring, keeping the tail free. Before joining the round, pull on the tail a little; one loop will tighten slightly. Pull on that loop, which will tighten the other loop.
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4. Then pull the tail which will tighten the remaining loop.



HOW TO CROCHET A CLASSIC GRANNY SQUARE

Most granny squares are worked in rounds instead of rows. A classic granny begins with a foundation chain formed in a circle.
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1. Foundation rnd: With A, ch 4, join with a Sl st to form a ring.
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2. RND 1: With A, ch 3 (counts as a dc), work 2 more dc in ring, *ch 3, work 3 more dc in ring, rep from * twice more, join with a Sl st to 3rd ch of beg ch 3.
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3. RND 2: Join B by making a slip knot on hook, place hook in any corner ch-3 sp, pick up a loop, yo through 2 (1 ch made), ch 2 more for beg chain (A). 2 dc in same ch-3 sp (half corner made), *ch 2 [3 dc, ch 3, 3 dc] in next ch-3 sp (corner made) (B), rep from * twice, ch 2, 3 dc in same sp as beg ch-3, ch 3, join with a Sl st to 3rd ch of beg ch-3 (C).
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4. RND 3: Join A with a slip knot (same as rnd 2), make 2 more dc in same ch 3 sp (half corner made), *ch 2, 3 dc in next ch-2 sp, ch 2, [3 dc, ch 3, 3 dc] in next ch-3 sp (corner made), rep from * twice, ch 2, 3 dc in next ch-2 sp, ch 2, 3 dc in same sp as beg half corner, ch 3, join with a Sl st to 3rd ch of beg ch-3, fasten off.




[image: Image]

If you love multicolored squares but hate all the ends created by changing yarns, you might try one of the great new self-striping yarns such as Bernat Mosaic. Believe it or not, all these Classic Granny Squares are made from the same ball, no joining for color changes.




FLOWER GARDEN SQUARE I

SKILL LEVEL: Intermediate

Made with 3 colors: A, B, and C.

With A, ch 6, join with a Sl st to form a ring.

RND 1: With A, work 20 sc in ring, join with a Sl st in first sc (20 sc).

RND 2: With A, ch 1, working through front loops of sts, 1 sc in first sc, *1 hdc in the next sc, 3 dc in next sc, 1 hdc in next sc**, 1 sc in next sc, rep from * 3 times, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in first sc (5 petals). Fasten off A.

RND 3: With right side facing, working in the remaining back loops of sts in rnd 1, join B in next sc, *ch 8, sk next 4 sts, Sl st in next sc, rep from * 3 times more (4 ch-8 sps).

RND 4: With B, ch 1, 16 sc in each ch-8 sp around, join with a Sl st in first sc (64 sc).

RND 5: With B, Sl st in next 3 sc, ch 4 (counts as 1 dc, ch 1), (1 dc, ch 1) in each of next 9 sc, sk next 6 sc, *(1 dc, ch 1) in the next 10 sc, sk next 6 sc, rep from * twice, join with Sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-4. Fasten off B.

RND 6: With right side facing, join C in last ch-1 sp made, ch 1, sc in first sp, *ch 6, sk next 2 dc**, 1 sc in next ch-1 sp, rep from * 18 times, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in first sc (20 ch-6 sps).

RND 7: With C, Sl st in first 2 ch sts of next ch-6 sp, ch 1, 1 sc in same sp, *(ch 6, 1 sc) in each of next 4 next ch-6 sps**, 1 sc in next ch-6 sp, rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in first sc (16 ch-6 sps).

RND 8: With C, ch 1, sc in first sc, *4 sc in next ch-6 sp, 1 sc in next sc, 4 sc in next ch-6 sp, (1 dc ch 3, 1 dc) in next sc (corner), [4 sc in next ch-6 sp, 1 sc in next sc] twice**, sc in each of next 2 sc, rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, sc in next sc, join with a Sl st in first sc. Fasten off C.
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FLOWER GARDEN SQUARE II

SKILL LEVEL: Intermediate

Made with 2 colors: A and B.

With A, ch 6, join with a Sl st to form a ring.

RND 1: With A, work 20 sc in ring, join with a Sl st in first sc (20 sc).

RND 2: With A, ch 1, working in front loops of sts, 1 sc in same st, *1 hdc in the next sc, (1 tr, 1 picot, 1 tr) in next sc, 1 hdc in next sc**, 1 sc in next sc, rep from * 3 times, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in first sc (5 petals). Fasten off A.

RND 3: With right side facing, working in remaining back loops of sts in rnd 1, join B in next sc, *ch 8, sk next 4 sts, Sl st in next sc, rep from * 3 times (4 ch-8 sps).

RND 4: With B, ch 1, work 16 sc in each ch-8 sp around, join with a Sl st in first sc (64 sc).

RND 5: With B, Sl st in next 3 sc, ch 4 (counts as 1 dc, ch 1), (1 dc, ch 1) in each of next 9 sc, sk next 6 sts, *(1 dc, ch 1) in each of next 10 sc, sk next 6 sc, rep from * twice, join with a Sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-4. Fasten off B.

RND 6: With right side facing, join A in last ch-1 sp made, ch 1, sc in first st, *ch 6, sk next ch-1 sp**, 1 sc in next ch-1 sp, rep from * 18 times, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in first sc (20 ch-6 sps).

RND 7: With A, Sl st in next 2 ch sts of next ch-6 sp, ch 1, 1 sc in same sp, *(ch 6, 1 sc) in each of next 4 next ch-6 sps**, 1 sc in next ch-6 sp, rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in first sc (16 ch-6 sps).

RND 8: With A, ch 1, sc in first sc, *4 sc in next ch-6 sp, 1 sc in next sc, 4 sc in next ch-6 sp, (1 dc ch 3, 1 dc) in next sc (corner), [4 sc in next ch-6 sp, 1 sc in next sc] twice**, sc in each of next 2 sc, rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, sc in next sc, join with a Sl st in first sc. Fasten off A.
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FLOWER GARDEN SQUARE III

SKILL LEVEL: Intermediate

Made with 3 colors: A, B, and C.

With A, ch 6, join with a Sl st to form a ring.

RND 1: With A, work 20 sc in ring, join with a Sl st in first sc (20 sc).

RND 2: With A, ch 1, working through front loops of sts, sc in first sc, *ch 4, sk next 4 sc, 1 sc in next sc, rep from * 3 times, ch 4, join with a Sl st in first sc (5 ch-4 sps).

RND 3: With A, ch 3 (counts as dc), (5 dc, ch 3, 6 dc) in next ch-4 sp, (6 dc, ch 3, 6 dc) in each ch-4 sp around, join with a Sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-3. Fasten off A.

RND 4: With right side facing, working in back loops of sts in rnd 1, join B in next sc, *ch 8, sk next 4 sts, Sl st in next sc, rep from * 3 times (4 ch-8 sps).

RND 5: With B, ch 1, 16 sc in each ch-8 sp around, join with a Sl st to first sc (64 sc).

RND 6: With B, Sl st in next 3 sc, ch 4 (counts as 1 dc, ch 1), (1 dc, ch 1) in each of next 9 sc, sk next 6 sc, *(1 dc, ch 1) in each of next 10 sc, sk next 6 sc, rep from * twice, join with a Sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-4. Fasten off B.

RND 7: With right side facing, join C in last ch-1 sp made, ch 1, 1 sc in same sp, *ch 6, sk next 2 dc**, 1 sc in next ch-1 sp, rep from * 18 times, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in first sc (20 ch-6 sps).

RND 8: With C, Sl st in first 2 ch sts of next ch-6 sp, ch 1, 1 sc in same sp, *(ch 6, 1 sc) in each of next 4 ch-6 sps**, 1 sc in next ch-6 sp, rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in first sc (16 ch-6 sps).

RND 9: With C, ch 1, sc in first sc, *4 sc in next ch-6 sp, 1 sc in next sc, 4 sc in next ch-6 sp, (1 dc, ch 3, 1 dc) in next sc (corner), [4 sc in next ch-6 sp, 1 sc in next sc] twice**, sc in each of next 2 sc, rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, sc in next sc, join with a Sl st in first sc. Fasten off C.
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FLOWER GARDEN SQUARE IV

SKILL LEVEL: Intermediate

Made with 3 colors: A, B, and C.

Puff stitch (puff st): [Yo, insert hook in next st, yo, draw yarn through st] 4 times in same st, yo, draw yarn through 9 loops on hook.

With A, ch 6, join with a Sl st to form a ring.

RND 1: With A, work 20 sc in ring, join with a Sl st in first sc (20 sc).

RND 2: With A, working through front loops of sts, *ch 8, sk next sc, puff st in next sc, ch 8, sk next sc, Sl st next st, rep from * 4 times, ending with last Sl st in first Sl st (5 petals).

RND 3: With A, ch 1, work 12 sc in each ch-8 sp around, join with a Sl st in first sc. Fasten off A.

RND 4: With right side facing, working in back loops of sts in rnd 1, join B in next sc, *ch 8, sk next 4 sts, Sl st in next sc, rep from * 3 times (4 ch-8 sps).

RND 5: With B, ch 1, work 16 sc in each ch-8 sp around, join with a Sl st in first sc (64 sc).

RND 6: With B, Sl st in next 3 sc, ch 4 (counts as 1 dc, ch 1), (1 dc, ch 1) in each of next 9 sc, sk next 6 sc, *(1 dc, ch 1) in each of next 10 sc, sk next 6 sc, rep from * twice, join with a Sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-4. Fasten off B.

RND 7: With right side facing, join C in last ch-1 sp made, ch 1, 1 sc in same sp, *ch 6, sk next ch-1 sp**, 1 sc in next ch-1 sp, rep from * 18 times, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in first sc (20 ch-6 sps).

RND 8: With C, Sl st in first 2 ch sts of next ch-6 sp, ch 1, 1 sc in same sp, *(ch 6, 1 sc) in each of next 4 next ch-6 sps**, 1 sc in next ch-6 sp, rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in first sc (16 ch-6 sps).

RND 9: With C, ch 1, sc in first sc, *4 sc in next ch-6 sp, 1 sc in next sc, 4 sc in next ch-6 sp, (1 dc ch 3, 1 dc) in next sc (corner), [4 sc in next ch-6 sp, 1 sc in next sc] twice**, sc in each of next 2 sc, rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, sc in next sc, join with a Sl st in first sc. Fasten off C.
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FLOWER GARDEN SQUARE V

SKILL LEVEL: Intermediate

Made with 2 colors: A and B.

With A, ch 6, join with a Sl st to form a ring.

RND 1: With A, work 20 sc in ring, join with a Sl st in first sc (20 sc).

RND 2: With A, working through front loops of sts, (1 sc, ch 12) in each sc around, join with Sl st in first sc (20 ch-12 sps). Fasten off A.

RND 3: With right side facing, working in back loops of sts in rnd 1, join B in next sc, *ch 8, sk next 4 sc, Sl st in next sc, rep from * 3 times, ending with last Sl st in first Sl st (4 ch-8 sps).

RND 4: With B, work 16 sc in each ch-8 sp around, join with a Sl st in first sc (64 sc).

RND 5: With B, Sl st in next 3 sc, ch 4 (counts as 1 dc, ch 1), (1 dc, ch 1) in each of next 9 sc, sk next 6 sc, *(1 dc, ch 1) in each of next 10 sc, sk next 6 sc, rep from * 3 times, join with a Sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-4. Fasten off B.

RND 6: With right side facing, join A in last ch-1 sp made, *ch 6, sk next ch-1 sp**, 1 sc in next ch-1 sp, rep from * 18 times, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in first sc (20 ch-6 sps).

RND 7: With A, Sl st in first 2 ch sts of next ch-6 sp, ch 1, 1 sc in same sp, *(ch 6, 1 sc) in each of next 4 next ch-6 sps**, 1 sc in next ch-6 sp, rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in first sc (16 ch-6 sps).

RND 8: With A, ch 1, sc in first sc, *4 sc in next ch-6 sp, 1 sc in next sc, 4 sc in next ch-6 sp, (1 dc ch 3, 1 dc) in next sc (corner), [4 sc in next ch-6 sp, 1 sc in next sc] twice**, sc in each of next 2 sc, rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, sc in next sc, join with a Sl st in first sc. Fasten off A.
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FLOWER GARDEN SQUARE VI

SKILL LEVEL: Intermediate

Made with 3 colors: A, B, and C.

Long single crochet (Lsc): Insert hook in designated st 2 rnds below, draw loop up to current level of work, yo, draw yarn through 2 loops on hook.

With A, ch 6, join with a Sl st to form a ring.

RND 1: With A, work 20 sc in ring, join with a Sl st in first sc (20 sc).

RND 2: With A, ch 1, working through the front loops of sts, 1 sc in first sc, *ch 3, sk next 3 sc, 1 sc in the next sc, rep from * 3 times, ch 3, join with a Sl st in first sc (5 ch-3 sps).

RND 3: With A, ch 1, (1 sc, 1 hdc, 3 dc, 1 hdc, 1 sc) in each ch-3 sp around, join with a Sl st in first sc. Fasten off A.

RND 4: With right side facing, join B in first sc, ch 1, starting in same st, *1 sc in sc, 2 hdc in next hdc, 2 dc in each of next 3 dc, 2 hdc in next hdc, 1 sc in next sc, working over sts in rnd 3, work 1 Lsc in next sc between petals in rnd 2, rep from * around, join with a Sl st in first sc. Fasten off B.

RND 5: With right side facing, working in back loops of sts in rnd 1, join C in next sc, ch 1, 1 sc in same st, *ch 8, sk next 4 sc**, 1 sc in next st, rep from * 3 times, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in first sc (4 ch-8 sps).

RND 6: With C, ch 1, work 16 sc in each ch-8 sp around, join with a Sl st in first sc (64 sc).

RND 7: With C, Sl st in next 3 sc, ch 4 (counts as 1 dc, ch 1), (1 dc, ch 1) in each of next 9 sc, sk next 6 sc, *(1 dc, ch 1) in each of next 10 sc, sk next 6 sc, rep from * twice, join with a Sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-4. Fasten off C.

RND 8: With right side facing, join A in last ch-1 sp made, ch 1, 1 sc in same ch-1 sp, *ch 6, sk next ch-1 sp**, 1 sc in next ch-1 sp, rep from * 18 times, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in first sc (20 ch-6 sps).

RND 9: With A, Sl st in first 2 ch sts of next ch-6 sp, ch 1, 1 sc in same sp, *(ch 6, 1 sc) in each of next 4 next ch-6 sps**, 1 sc in next ch-6 sp, rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in first sc (16 ch-6 sps).

RND 10: With A, ch 1, sc in first sc, *4 sc in next ch-6 sp, 1 sc in next sc, 4 sc in next ch-6 sp, (1 dc ch 3, 1 dc) in next sc (corner), [4 sc in next ch-6 sp 1 sc in next sc] twice**, sc in each of next 2 sc, rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, sc in next sc, join with a Sl st in first sc. Fasten off A.
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FLOWER GARDEN SQUARE VII

SKILL LEVEL: Intermediate

Made with 3 colors: A, B, and C.

Bullion stitch: Yo (10 times), pick up a loop in designated stitch, yo, draw through all loops on hook, ch 1 to lock st.

With A, ch 6, join with a Sl st to form a ring.

RND 1: With A, Work 20 sc in ring, join with a Sl st in first sc (20 sc).

RND 2: With A, ch 1, working through front loops of sts, starting in same st, *1 sc in sc, 1 hdc in next sc, 3 bullion sts in next sc, 1 hdc in next sc, rep from * around, join with a Sl st in first sc (5 bullion petals). Fasten off A.

RND 3: Join B in any back lp of 2nd 2. With B, ch 1, working in back loops of sts in rnd 2, *ch 8, sk next 4 sts, Sl st in next st, rep from * 3 times, ending with last Sl st in first Sl st (4 ch-8 sps).

RND 4: With B, ch 1, work 16 sc in each ch-8 sp around, join with a Sl st in first sc.

RND 5: With B, Sl st in next 3 sc, ch 4 (counts as dc, ch 1), (1 dc, ch 1) in each of next 9 sc, sk next 6 sc, *(1 dc, ch 1) in each of next 10 sc, sk next 6 sc, rep from * twice, join with a Sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-4. Fasten off B.

RND 6: With right side facing, join C in last ch-1 sp made, ch 1, sc in first st, *ch 6, sk next ch-1 sp**, 1 sc in next ch-1 sp, rep from * 18 times, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in first sc (20 ch-6 sps).

RND 7: With C, Sl st in first 2 ch sts of next ch-6 sp, ch 1, 1 sc in same sp, *(ch 6, 1 sc) in each of next 4 ch-6 sps**, 1 sc in next ch-6 sp, rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in first sc (16 ch-6 sps).

RND 8: With C, ch 1, sc in first sc, *4 sc in next ch-6 sp, 1 sc in next sc, 4 sc in next ch-6 sp, (1 dc ch 3, 1 dc) in next sc (corner), [4 sc in next ch-6 sp 1 sc in next sc] twice**, sc in each of next 2 sc, rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, sc in next sc, join with a Sl st in first sc. Fasten off C.
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FLOWER GARDEN SQUARE VIII

SKILL LEVEL: Intermediate

Made with 3 colors: A, B, and C.

Picot: Ch 3, Sl st in 3rd ch from hook.

With A, ch 6, join with a Sl st to form a ring.

RND 1: With A, ch 1, work 20 sc in ring, join with a Sl st in first sc (20 sc). Fasten off A.

RND 2: With right side facing, working in front loops of sts, join B in any sc, ch 4 (counts as tr), 1 sc in next sc *1 tr in next sc, 1 sc in next sc, rep from * 9 times, join with a Sl st to 3rd ch of beg ch-3 (10 tr, 10 sc). Fasten off B.

RND 3: With right side facing, join C in any sc, ch 1, sc in same st, *ch 3, sk next tr, 1 sc in next sc, rep from * 8 times, ch 3, join with a Sl st in first sc (10 ch-3 sps).

RND 4: With C, ch 1, (1 sc, 1 hdc, 1 dc, picot, 1 dc, 1 hdc, 1 sc) in each ch-3 sp around (10 shells). Fasten off C.

RND 5: With right side facing, working in remaining back loops of sts in rnd 1, join A in next sc, ch 1, 1 sc in same st, *ch 8, sk next 4 sts, 1 sc in next sc, rep from * twice, ch 8, join with a Sl st in first sc (4 ch-8 sps).

RND 6: With A, ch 1, work 16 sc in each ch-8 sp around, join with a Sl st in first sc (64 sc).

RND 7: With A, Sl st in next 3 sc, ch 4 (counts as 1 dc, ch 1), (1 dc, ch 1) in each of next 9 sc, sk next 6 sts, *(1 dc, ch 1) in each of next 10 sc, sk next 6 sc, rep from * twice, join with a Sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-4. Fasten off A.

RND 8: With right side facing, join B in last ch-1 sp made, ch 1, sc in same ch-1 sp, *ch 6, sk next ch-1 sp**, 1 sc in next ch-1 sp, rep from * 18 times, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in first sc (20 ch-6 sps).

RND 9: With B, Sl st in next 2 ch sts of next ch-6 sp, ch 1, 1 sc in same sp, *(ch 6, 1 sc) in each of next 4 ch-6 sps**, 1 sc in next ch-6 sp, rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in first sc (16 ch-6 sps).

RND 10: With B, ch 1, sc in first sc, *4 sc in next ch-6 sp, 1 sc in next sc, 4 sc in next ch-6 sp, (1 dc, ch 3, 1 dc) in next sc (corner), [4 sc in next ch-6 sp, 1 sc in next sc] twice**, sc in each of next 2 sc, rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, sc in next sc, join with a Sl st in first sc. Fasten off B.
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FLOWER GARDEN SQUARE IX

SKILL LEVEL: Intermediate

Made with 4 colors: A, B, C, and D.

In round 5, you will be working 2 rounds below in the free loops of round 3.

With A, ch 4, join with a Sl st to form a ring.

RND 1: With A, ch 1, work 8 sc in ring, join with a Sl st in first sc (8 sc).

RND 2: With A, ch 1, 2 sc in each sc around (16 sc), turn.

RND 3: With wrong side facing and A, working in the back loops only, *1 tr in next st, 1 Sl st in next st, rep from * 7 times, join with a Sl st in first sc (98 tr, 8 sc), turn.

RND 4: With right side facing and A, working back loops of sts in rnd 3, *ch 2, 3 tr in next st, ch 2, Sl st in next st, rep from * 7 times, ending with last Sl st in first Sl st (8 petals). Fasten off A.

RND 5: With right side facing, working in Sl sts between petals in rnd 3, join B in first Sl st, ch 1, sc in same Sl st, *ch 5, sk next petal, 1 sc in next Sl st, rep from * 6 times, ch 3, hdc in first sc instead of last ch-5 sp (8 ch-5 sps).

RND 6: With B, ch 3 (counts as dc here and throughout), 2 dc in same sp (half corner), *ch 2, 3 dc in next ch-5 sp, ch 2**, (3 dc, ch 3, 3 dc) in next ch-5 sp (corner made), rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, 3 dc in same sp as half corner, ch 3, join with a Sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-3 (completes corner). Fasten off B.

RND 7: With right side facing, join C in any ch-3 corner sp, ch 1, 3 sc in same sp (half corner made), *(ch 2, 3 sc) in each of next 2 ch-2 sps, ch 2**, (3 sc, ch 3, 3 sc) in next ch-3 sp (corner made), rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, 3 sc in same sp as first half corner, ch 3, join with a Sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-3 (completes corner). Fasten off C.

RND 8: With right side facing, join D in any corner ch-3 sp, ch 3, 2 dc in same sp (half corner) *[ch 2, 3 dc in next ch-2 sp] 3 times, ch 2**, (3 dc, ch 3, 3 dc) in next ch-3 sp (corner), rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, 3 dc same sp as first half corner, ch 3, join with a Sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-3 (completes corner). Fasten off D.
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FLOWER GARDEN SQUARE X

SKILL LEVEL: Intermediate

Made with 3 colors: A, B, and C.

Double crochet 2 together (dc2tog): [Yo, insert hook in next st, yo, draw yarn through, yo, draw through 2 loops on hook] twice, yo, draw through 3 loops on hook.

With A, ch 4, join with a Sl st to form a ring.

RND 1: With A, ch 3 (counts as dc here and throughout), 15 dc in ring, join with a Sl st to 3rd ch of beg ch-3 (16 dc).

RND 2: With A, ch 3, 1 dc in same st, 2 dc in each dc around, join with a Sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-3 (32 dc). Fasten off A.

RND 3: With right side facing, working in front loops only of sts, join B in first st, *sc in next st, ch 3, dc2tog worked across next 2 dc, ch 3, Sl st in next dc, rep from * around, join with a Sl st in first Sl st (8 petals).

RND 4: With B, Sl st in next sc, ch 1, *4 sc in next ch-3 sp, (1 sc, ch 3, 1 sc) in next dc2tog, 4 sc in next ch-3 sp, rep from * around, join with a Sl st in first sc. Drop B to wrong side.

RND 5: With right side facing, working in remaining back loops of sts in rnd 2, join C in first dc in rnd 2, ch 3 (half corner made), *1 dc in each of next 7 dc**, (1 dc, ch 3, 1 dc) in next dc (corner), rep from * twice, rep * to ** once, 1 dc in same st as beg ch-3, ch 1, hdc in 3rd ch of beg ch-3 (completes corner).

RND 6: With C, ch 3, 2 dc in same sp (half corner made), *1 dc in each of next 9 dc**, [3 dc, ch 3, 3 dc] in next ch-3 sp (corner), rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-3 (completes corner). Drop C to wrong side. Pick up B and draw through loop on hook.

RND 7: With B, ch 1, starting in same st, *sc in each of next 15 dc**, (2 sc, ch 2, 2 sc) in next ch-3 sp, rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in first sc. Fasten off B. Pick up C and draw through loop on hook.

RND 8: With C, ch 1, starting in same st, 1 sc in each of next 17 sc, *(2 sc, ch 2, 2 sc) in next ch-2 sp (corner made)**, 1 sc in each of next 19 sc, rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, 1 sc in each of next 2 sc, join with a Sl st in first sc. Fasten off C.
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FLOWER GARDEN SQUARE XI

SKILL LEVEL: Intermediate

Made with 3 colors: A, B, and C.

With A, ch 4, join with a Sl st to form a ring.

RND 1: With A, ch 4 (counts as dc, ch 1), [1 dc, ch 1] 7 times in ring, join with a Sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-4 (8 ch-1 sps). Fasten off A.

RND 2: With right side facing, join B in any ch-1 sp, ch 2 (counts as hdc), (1 dc, 1 tr, 1 dc, 1 hdc) in same sp, (1 hdc, 1 dc, 1 tr, 1 dc, 1 hdc) in each ch-1 sp around, join with a Sl st in 2nd ch of beg ch-2 (8 petals).

RND 3: With B, ch 1, *2 sc in each of next 4 sts, Sl st next st, rep from * around, join with a Sl st in first sc. Fasten off B.

RND 4: With right side facing, working behind sts in rnd 3, join A in any dc between petals in rnd 1, ch 1, sc in same st, *ch 5, sk next petal, sc in next dc in rnd 1, rep from * 6 times, ch 5, join with a Sl st in first sc (8 ch-5 sps).

RND 5: With A, Sl st in next ch-5 sp, ch 3 (counts as dc here and throughout), (2 dc, ch 3, 3 dc) in same sp (half corner), *ch 2, 1 sc in 3rd ch of next ch-5 sp, ch 2**, (3 dc, ch 2, 3 dc) in next ch-5 sp (corner), rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-3. Fasten off A.

RND 6: With right side facing, join C in any ch-3 corner sp, ch 3, (2 dc, ch 3, 3 dc) in same corner, *(ch 2, 2 dc) in each of next 2 ch-2 sps, ch 2**, (3 dc, ch 3, 3 dc) in next ch-2 sp (corner), rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-3.

RND 7: With C, Sl st in next 2 dc and in next ch-3 sp, ch 3, (2 dc, ch 3, 3 dc) in same sp, *(ch 2, 2 dc) in each of next 3 ch-2 sps, ch 2**, (3 dc, ch 3, 3 dc) in next ch-3 sp (corner), rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, join with a Sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-3.

RND 8: With C, ch 1, 1 sc in each dc, 2 sc in each ch-2 sp, (2 sc, ch 3, 2 sc) in each corner ch-3 sp, join with a Sl st in first sc. Fasten off C.
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FLOWER GARDEN SQUARE XII

SKILL LEVEL: Intermediate

Made with 4 colors: A, B, C, and D.

Puff stitch (puff st): [Yo, insert hook in next st, yo, draw yarn through st] 4 times in same st, yo, draw yarn through 9 loops on hook.

Beg cluster: Ch 3, [yo, insert hook in st or sp, yo, draw up a loop, yo, draw through 2 lps] twice in same st or sp, yo, draw through 3 loops on hook.

Cluster: [Yo, insert hook in st or sp, yo, draw up a loop, yo, draw through 2 loops on hook] 3 times in same st or sp, yo, draw through 4 loops on hook.

With A, ch 5, join with a Sl st to form a ring.

RND 1: With A, ch 4 (counts as 1 dc, ch-1), [1 dc, ch 1] 15 times in ring, join with a Sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-4 (16 ch-1 sps). Fasten off A.

RND 2: With right side facing, join B in any ch-1 sp, ch 3, (puff st, ch 1) in each ch-1 sp around, join with a Sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-3. Fasten off B.

RND 3: With right side facing, join C in any ch-1 sp, beg cluster in same sp, *(ch 1, cluster) in each of next 3 ch-1 sps, ch 3**, cluster in next ch-1 sp, rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once (16 clusters). Fasten off C.

RND 4: With right side facing, join D in any ch-3 sp, ch 3, work 2 dc in same sp (half corner made), *3 dc in each of next 3 ch-1 sps**, (3 dc, ch 3, 3 dc) in next ch-3 sp (corner made), rep from * twice, rep from * to ** once, 3 dc in same sp as beg half corner, ch 3, join with a Sl st in 3rd ch of beg ch-3 (completes corner). Fasten off D.
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To complement the frilly, flowery theme of this throw, I’ve added a scallop border with picot edging. Follow my color scheme or create a flower garden in your favorite hues.


FLOWER GARDEN BLANKET

Flowers have been my inspiration for many years, and I use the theme a lot. Nothing cheers up a room more than flowers, and this flower garden throw will brighten any corner. I have included twelve flower garden squares in this book, though only six of them were used for this throw. For this design, same-flower squares are arranged in diagonal rows. You might choose to design yours with some of the other flower garden squares.


YARN Red Heart Soft Yarn, 100% acryllic, 5 oz (140 g)/256 yd (234 m): lavender #3720 (A), 3 skeins; dark leaf #9523 (B), 2 skeins; leaf #9522 (C), 2 skeins; and lilac #9528 (D), turquoise #2515 (E), pink #6768 (F), honey #9114 (G), and tangerine #4422 (H), 1 skein each

HOOK 8/H (5 mm)

GAUGE 1 square = 6" x 6" (15 x 15 cm)

FINISHED SIZE Approximately 44" x 44" (112 x 112 cm)

SKILL LEVEL Intermediate



[image: Image]

FLOWER GARDEN SQUARES

Make 6 each of the following Flower Garden Squares:

Flower Garden Square I (page 16), using A for foundation, rnds 1 and 2, C for rnds 3–5, B for rnds 5–7, A for rnd 8.

Flower Garden Square IV (page 19), using H for foundation and rnds 1–3, C for rnds 4–6, B for rnds 7 and 8, A for rnd 9. When square is completed, tack down a few petals from behind.

Flower Garden Square V (page 20), using F for foundation and rnds 1 and 2. C for rnds 3, 4 and 5, B for rnds 6 and 7, A for rnd 8.

Flower Garden Square VI (page 21), using A for foundation and rnds 1–3, D for rnd 4, C for rnds 5–7, B for rnds 8 and 9, A for rnd 10.

Flower Garden Square VIII (page 24), using C for foundation and rnd 1, G for rnd 2, E for rnds 3 and 4, C for rnds 5–7, B for rnds 8 and 9, A for rnd 10. When square is completed, tack down a few petals from behind.

Flower Garden Square XI (page 27), using C for foundation and rnd 1, G for rnds 2 and 3, C for rnds 4 and 5, B for rnds 6 and 7, A for rnd 8.

Assemble squares following the diagram using the Chain Join method shown on page 31.

BORDER

RND 1: With A, join with a Sl st in any corner sp, ch 3, 1 dc in same sp (half corner made) [*sk 2 sc, 1 dc in next sc, ch 2, rep from * to next corner sp, 2 dc, ch 3, 2 dc in corner], rep bet [ ] on rem 3 sides, end last rep 2 dc, ch 3 in first half corner sp, join with a Sl st to complete corner.

RND 2: Ch 3, work 2 dc in space to right of ch-3 (half corner) *[ch 2, sk 2, 1 dc in next dc] 52 times, ch 2, 3 dc, ch 3, 3 dc in corner sp, rep from * 3 times more ending last rep 3 dc in same sp as beg half corner, ch 3, join with a Sl st to 3rd ch of beg ch 3 to complete corner, fasten off A.

RND 3: Join C with a Sl st in any corner sp, *ch 5, sk 2 dc, 1 sc in next dc [ch 5, sk next dc, 1 dc in next dc] 27 times, ch 5, 1 sc in corner sp (29 ch-5 sps), rep from * 3 times more, end last rep Sl st in the beg Sl st.

RND 4: With C, work 7 sc in each ch-5 sp around, end with a Sl st to first sc, fasten off C.

RND 5: Join A with a Sl st in any corner sc, working from the back loop, sk 1 sc, *1 sc in each of next 3 sc, ch 3, 1 sc in same sc as ch 3 (picot made), 1 sc in ea of next 2 sc, sk 2 sc, rep from * all around, join with a Sl st to beg Sl st, fasten off.

Blocking is not recommended for this throw.
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CHAIN JOIN

When the outer rounds of your squares have open spaces, you can join pieces with a stitch pattern that suits the spacing. This decorative join can be worked from either side. Place the pieces right sides together (or wrong sides together), aligning the stitches. Join yarn in one corner through both layers. *Chain 3, skip 3, single crochet through spaces of both layers, repeat from *.

[image: Image]


For more technique instructions and projects look for The Granny Square Book.
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The Granny Square Book
ISBN 978-158923-638-7
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