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INTRODUCTION

I tapped into my creativity in my early twenties. I was a classic case of a kid not knowing what to do with his life. After some mental-health lows, I made the decision to drop out of college and quit my job to take a breather. I found myself back in my parents’ basement, and something compelled me to pick up a crochet hook and some yarn.

I only knew crochet to be table decor, sweaters, hats, and scarves. I was still eager to learn, but it wasn’t until I stumbled on some pictures of crocheted Pokémon characters that I decided to fully commit to this craft. Squirtle, a Pokémon starter, was my first-ever project!

I wasn’t naturally good at crochet. But I thought if I tried to learn for eight hours, I’d be eight hours better than I was, and I stuck to that mindset. Finally, it clicked. I went to sleep that night feeling proud of myself and woke up with an excitement that I can still vividly remember feeling.

I wanted to be able to design my own patterns, so I followed other people’s designs to better understand shapes. I had never felt creative growing up, but imagining 3D shapes made of fiber made sense to me.


This craft has been absolutely life-changing, even though picking up crochet was completely out of left field. It has done so many good things for my mental health and offered different opportunities, created new relationships, and allowed new ways to express myself. I look forward to letting my style of crochet shapeshift as long as I continue to push myself. Crochet is cool, and I believe it will always remain that way.
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WHAT IS AMIGURUMI?

Amigurumi originated in Japan, and it combines the words ami, meaning crocheted or knitted, and nuigurumi (sewn), meaning stuffed dolls. Similar doll-making techniques with crochet and knitting date back to 1185 during the Edo period. The craft didn’t hit the Western world until the early 2000s, and its popularity has been rising ever since. I’m so grateful to take part in this area of Japanese culture.



Amigurumi is typically worked in 3D, which offers opportunities to make so many different projects. Almost any tangible item can be turned into a cute stuffed doll. This book shows you how to create my patterns, but I encourage you to use the techniques to create your own wonderful dolls.

I am so grateful to be able to enjoy a portion of Japanese culture, and I thank the people who were able to come up with such a creative art form!


THE SUBCULTURE OF YARN PUNK

During my first few years of crocheting, I called myself a crocheter, but I never felt I belonged in the fiber communities. I didn’t see other young men taking up the craft, and I was aware of the played-out stereotype of the typical “grandma” style involved in fiber crafts. In picking up the craft, I soon realized that it led to some quick assumptions about myself from others. I found it interesting that a craft such as crochet was usually associated with one’s gender, sexual orientation, appearance, and even lifestyle. I don’t think this should be the case, and I think those assumptions stop people from wanting to try fiber crafts.



The subculture of what I termed “yarn punk” intends to give everyone who’s interested in fiber art a space to feel confident and comfortable. With crochet so accessible through the online landscape, it’s easier than ever for anyone to get into fiber art. A single style no longer defines crochet—or any other fiber art.

I want to add that many grandmothers who crochet have established an iconic style, and they are worthy of as much respect as those who pursue a different approach. Whether your crochet is gothic, boho, rainbow, or anything in between, it fits the yarn-punk mold.

The “punk” part of yarn punk refers to a mindset: punk has always put an emphasis on nonconformity, individual freedom, and DIY principles.

Crochet fits the punk subculture perfectly. Taking the time to create something by hand goes against the norm in today’s digital and fast-moving society. The craft offers so much individual freedom to make something your own. Even when following a pattern, your work will still look unique, which is such a beautiful thing. Being able to create something from practically nothing is as punk as it gets. If the title resonates with you, you are more than welcome to wear it proudly.
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WHAT YOU’LL GET OUT OF THIS BOOK

This book features twenty-five fun and easy crochet amigurumi patterns in categories that include space, food and drink, forest- and beach-themed dolls, and seasonal designs. The patterns incorporate beginner-friendly techniques with easy-to-follow written instructions. A large portion of the book is dedicated to basic stitches, assembly, and decoration techniques and tutorials with photos you can refer back to when you need the extra help.



You’ll also read a few anecdotes about me, what inspired each project, and a bit more about being a yarn punk. After trying the projects, I hope you feel motivated to tackle any pattern moving forward. The world has opened up so much thanks to social media, so don’t be afraid to show off your hard work online. Crochet is more fun with other people, and there’s something so rewarding in being able to share in the joy. Plenty of communities are available, including Yarn Punk. Your crochet work is an extension of you, so feel free to pose with your projects and share in the #yarnpunk hashtag all over the web.
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CHAPTER 1

MATERIALS

In this chapter, you’ll discover what’s needed to succeed in crochet amigurumi. Crochet is a budget-friendly craft, and it’s easy to customize the tools you have. Everything you need for crochet can be easily found at any craft store. The tools last a long time, so it’s worth finding those that work for you. I have my own favorite go-to tools, and with some experimentation, you’ll find yours.
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BASIC TOOLS

You only need a few tools to get started in amigurumi. Check out the list below, and read on for more details about each tool.




	1 Yarn

	2 Hooks

	3 Darning Needles

	4 Safety Eyes

	5 Scissors

	6 Stitch Markers

	7 Safety Pins

	8 Fiberfill
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YARN

For the projects in this book, you’ll use size 4 worsted weight acrylic yarn. This yarn is budget-friendly and works well for different kinds of doll making. Yarns are also available in fibers such as cotton and silk and in a variety of weights, such as lace weight. Choosing different sizes and types of wool can make a giant impact on your amigurumi, so consider that when deciding what type of plushie you want to create.



Try experimenting with yarn that works best for you and see how it affects your projects. While all the projects in this book were created with size 4 worsted weight yarn, I plan to use chunky yarn to recreate and jumbo-fy all the patterns in this book. Using large yarn will only make my dolls turn out bigger, while using small yarn will make them tiny. You can even make dolls that are smaller than your thumb using lightweight yarns. And keep in mind that yarns from different brands can be inconsistent, even if they’re the same weight.

The last variable to keep in mind is how yarn affects your tension. Tension refers to how tight or loose your stitches are. You will always want to be mindful of the size of your stitches and do your best to make them as uniform as possible. However, different types of yarn and hook sizes can also affect your tension. Yarn varies in size, which affects the tightness of your stitching. Lower-quality yarn can make it easier to find inconsistencies, such as thinning and knots in the yarn. Generally, a larger crochet hook size means it will be easier to have looser stitches, and a smaller hook will lean toward tighter stitches.


HOOKS

Hooks come in an array of shapes and sizes, and changing the size of this tool can alter the size of your doll and may affect how the stitches look. Another important factor is the comfort level you feel when choosing a hook.



Hooks come in two different styles: inline and tapered. An inline hook has a geometric shape and a deeper bowl where it grabs the yarn. This hook is pointier than a tapered hook. On a tapered hook, the top of the hook is a bit more rounded, and the bowl of the hook is less deep.

Both hooks are effective for any project you want to attempt, but I prefer inline hooks because they more easily provide tight tension and uniform stitches for me, both of which are good for amigurumi. However, if a tapered hook feels more comfortable, go with that. You might want to try both to see which style you prefer and how your stitches look. For the projects in this book, I recommend using a 4 mm hook, but a 3.75 mm or 4.25 mm hook is also fine to use. If your stitches appear too loose, lower your hook size. If you find it difficult to pull your yarn through the stitches, go up in hook size.


DARNING NEEDLES

Darning needles are large sewing needles with blunted tips. They’re used for weaving in yarn ends and embroidering. You will need this tool to attach all of the limbs and pieces to complete your dolls.




SAFETY EYES

These two-part plastic eyes consist of a round eye and a washer that snaps in place to keep it secure. They help create a face for your doll and come in a variety of sizes; I use solid-black 12 mm safety eyes. If you’re giving your doll to a child, make sure the eyes you use are truly child-safe, since not all meet safety standards. Note that safety eyes are optional, since you can also embroider eyes on your amigurumi dolls.




SCISSORS

Cutting yarn with sharp precision scissors is better than working with a dull pair that causes the yarn to split. Choose a pair that fits your budget and your hand comfortably.




STITCH MARKERS

Stitch markers are small clips that help you keep track of your stitches and rows as you work in the round, and they’re integral to many of the projects in the book. They can be found in a variety of shapes, colors, and sizes.




SAFETY PINS

Safety pins are a great way to keep parts such as limbs, heads, and tails secure while attaching them to main pieces, making the assembly process easier.




FIBERFILL

Fiberfill is a fluffy synthetic fiber used for stuffing things like pillows and dolls, and you’ll use it to stuff your amigurumi. The patterns in this book use Poly-fil, which is a polyester fiberfill, but you can use any fiberfill you want. You can also recycle fiberfill from used pillows or stuffed animals.
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CHOOSING YARN
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Finding the right yarn for your amigurumi project can be an exciting part of the creative process. The projects in this book use size 4 worsted weight acrylic yarn, which sits right in the middle of the different weights of yarn available. This yarn is the most common type used for amigurumi; it’s also budget-friendly and works for different types of doll making. In addition to acrylic, I also recommend semi-cotton (50% acrylic, 50% cotton) and other cotton blends (cotton can be kinder to the skin).



Numerous options exist for other types of yarn, which come in a wide variety of colors, weights, fiber types, and textures. The type of yarn you choose will impact the outcome of your project. For example, use size 6 yarn (also called super bulky weight) and a corresponding larger hook if you want to make jumbo amigurumi.

The yarn skein label will tell you everything you need to know about the yarn, such as how much yardage is required to finish a particular project, recommended hook size, details about the fiber content, and more.

One last thing to consider when choosing yarn is color. Color plays a huge role in the overall appearance of your project. I like my amigurumi pretty colorful, but you may prefer dark tones, neutrals, or even neon. You can’t make a wrong choice, which is a great part of crafting.
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CROCHET TERMINOLOGY

When following a pattern, it’s important to know crochet terminology and stitch abbreviations. The patterns in this book are written in U.S. terms; U.K. (or British) terms are different. For example, a single crochet in U.S. terms is called a double crochet in U.K. terms, and a U.S. double crochet is a U.K. treble crochet.




READING A PATTERN

Take some time to become familiar with the abbreviations that are used in the patterns; this is easy and doesn’t take long to learn (see here).




WORKING IN THE ROUND

Most amigurumi patterns in this book are worked in the round, which means working in a circular shape. The patterns are also worked continuously in the round, meaning the stitches won’t be joined and the work won’t be turned at the end of the rounds.



Working in rows means you’ll be creating flat stitches back and forth and usually turning your work as you go.


UNDERSTANDING PATTERN SEQUENCES

Each pattern sequence includes a number at the end, such as: Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around (24). This means that at the end of the round, you should have twenty-four stitches in total.

The pattern sequences also include instructions between asterisks. This indicates that the pattern should be repeated until the desired number of stitches are made. For example, if a pattern reads *Sc 2, Inc* around, do a single crochet in the first stitch, another single into the next stitch, and then an increase in the third stitch. You’ll repeat this sequence all the way around until the last stitch, which will be indicated by a stitch marker.




CROCHETING AN INVISIBLE DECREASE

An invisible decrease (see here) is worked in a similar way. If a pattern reads *Sc 2, Inv dec* around, single crochet into the first stitch, single crochet into the next stitch, and do an invisible decrease into the next two stitches. Since a decrease uses two stitches, the last stitch will be the last stitch of the round, again indicated by a stitch marker.




WORKING IN FRONT AND BACK LOOPS ONLY

When a pattern indicates that a stitch is worked in FLO, work the stitches in the front loops only for the entire round or row (see here). If a pattern indicates a stitch is worked in BLO, work the back loops only (see here) for the entire round or row.




WORKING YARN AND TAIL YARN

There are two identifiable sections of your yarn: the working yarn and the tail. The working yarn is the portion of the yarn you are crocheting with that’s attached to the skein.



The tail is the leftover yarn at the beginning of the project, whether you started with a chain or a magic ring. You typically won’t need to do anything with it until you finish the project and need to weave in the yarn ends so they’re no longer visible (see here).

There will be some instances, however, when a pattern calls for you to pull the tail out of a magic ring so it is visible. This occurs when there is more than one side that needs sewing.

When finishing off your work, the remaining portion of yarn will still be referred to as the tail. It is always worth leaving a little bit of extra length as a pattern may indicate to use the tail before weaving in.
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CHAPTER 2

STITCH TECHNIQUES AND TUTORIALS

The following basic stitches will be used in the crochet projects in the book. If you’re new to crochet, I recommend practicing them until they become familiar and comfortable.
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STITCHES

YARN OVER AND CHAIN (YO AND CH)


	1. To yarn over, take the hook underneath the working yarn and wrap the yarn around the hook.
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	2. Turn the hook so it faces slightly downward and pull the knot down a little to create a bit of tension. Pull the yarn through the single loop on the hook.
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	3. You’ve completed the first chain! Repeat steps 1 and 2 to create a chain of any length. The technique of yarning over and pulling through will be used for every stitch, so practicing this sequence will have a positive impact on all your projects. By practicing, you’ll boost your muscle memory and create uniform stitches that are clean and have consistent tension. The stitches on the finished chain should look like a series of Vs.
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MAGIC RING (MR)

One of the most important techniques you’ll learn in this book is how to create a magic ring, also called a magic circle. This is the foundation for many amigurumi patterns, and the process allows you to create 3D crochet shapes, such as spheres and ovoids. Starting a project with a magic ring is one way to work in the round, or circular rows.



Magic rings can be created in different ways, but here you’ll learn my method for creating one, and I hope you find it useful. With this technique, you’ll work continuously in the round, essentially creating spirals instead of attaching the yarn to the beginning stitch at the end of every round. This ultimately creates less work for you. This tutorial shows you how easy it is to create a magic ring.


[image: image]




	1. Extend your index finger and drape the yarn over your finger, with the tail (the end of the working yarn) in front (A). Leave a generous amount for the tail. Wrap the working yarn around the front of your finger, forming an X (B). The working yarn should be on the back side of your index finger.
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	2. Insert the hook under the loop.
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	3. Grab the working yarn with the hook and pull through the loop.
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	4. Chain 1 into the loop (see here).
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	5. Now that the chain is secured, you should have a ring. Pull the tail out from the front and place it out of the way.
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For the following steps, you’ll treat the loop as you would a regular stitch, working primarily with a single crochet into the magic ring.


	6. Insert the hook into the ring, yarn over (A), and pull through to create a single crochet (B) (see here).
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	7. Your pattern will include the number of single crochets that should be made into the magic ring. Here is what the ring looks like with 6 single crochets in the ring. Don’t worry about it looking like a complete circle yet. The final stitch will count as the end of this round.
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	8. This is the magic part of this technique: Make the circle smaller and tighter by pulling the tail yarn while holding the knot (where the tail meets the ring), cinching them together tightly (A). You now have the foundation for your projects (B).
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	9. To continue to the next round, insert your hook into the following stitch. This will be the beginning of the next round.
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	10. When you get to the end of the rounds, add a stitch marker on the last stitch you made. Whenever you’re about to end a round, remove the stitch marker and single crochet in that stitch. Since this is now your last stitch, re-insert the stitch marker into this stitch.
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SLIP KNOT

A slip knot is the first loop on your hook and is how you begin a foundation chain, which is usually the first set of stitches in a project. The slip knot is the first thing you’ll make when starting a crochet project that is worked in rows, turning your work at the end of each row and working back across the top of the previous row. Although amigurumi is not worked entirely in rows, but rather in the round, the slip knot is important for many aspects of amigurumi. Anytime you begin a piece without a magic ring, you’ll use a slip knot to get started. This technique allows you to create squares and other shapes to give your projects more detail.




	1. Wrap the yarn around the index and middle fingers of your nondominant hand to create an X pattern, leaving the tail in the front of your index finger and the working yarn in the back.




[image: 1]




	2. Pull the working yarn through the loop in the back between your fingers. This creates a loop.
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	3. Slide the yarn off your fingers, hold the bottom yarn pieces with your nondominant hand, and pull the top loop with your dominant hand. Continue pulling until a knot forms below the loop.
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	4. Slip the loop onto a crochet hook and pull it snug until it sits on the hook securely. The loop should be tight so it won’t fall off the hook, but loose enough to slide along the hook comfortably.
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SLIP STITCH (SL ST)


	1. Insert the hook into the stitch indicated in the pattern. Here, the hook is going into the top loop of the foundation chain.
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	2. Yarn over.
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	3. Pull through the first loop.
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	4. Continue pulling through the active loop. This completes the slip stitch.
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SINGLE CROCHET (SC)


	1. Insert the hook into the indicated stitch and yarn over.
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	2. Pull the yarn through the first loop. You’ll have two loops on the hook.
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	3. Yarn over and pull through both loops.
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	4. You’ll have one loop on the hook. The single crochet is complete.
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	5. This is how an entire row of completed single crochets should look.




[image: 5]





HALF DOUBLE CROCHET (HDC)


	1. Yarn over before inserting the hook into the working stitch.
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	2. Insert the hook into the working stitch. You will have three loops on the hook.
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	3. Yarn over and pull through the first loop.
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	4. You should have three loops on the hook. Yarn over and pull through all three loops.
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	5. This creates a stitch that is taller than a single crochet. This shows a row of half double crochet stitches.
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DOUBLE CROCHET (DC)


	1. Yarn over and insert the hook into the indicated stitch. There should be three loops on the hook. Yarn over and pull through only the first loop.
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	2. Yarn over and pull through the first two loops.
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	3. You should have two loops on the hook. Yarn over and pull through both loops.
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	4. The completed stitch is taller than the half double crochet. This shows a row of double crochet stitches.
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TURNING IN THE ROW

Going back and forth across rows increases the length of a piece. To create more rows, you must turn the work around at the end of the row to continue working on it.



In patterns, this step will appear as: “Ch 1, turn,” with the number of chains corresponding to the specific stitch. Note: The first chain does not count as a stitch throughout the patterns in this book.


	1. At the end of a row where you have completed your final stitch (here, a single crochet), chain 1.
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	2. Turn your work so it’s facing the other way.
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	3. To continue crocheting this new row, insert the hook into the first stitch below the chain and continue following the pattern.
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INCREASE (INC)

Since amigurumi is 3D, some pieces have wider and narrower areas, such as the tapered shape of the Robust Rocket Ship (here) and the curvy form of the Wobbly Water Bottle (here). To increase the number of stitches in a row or a round, you’ll add an extra single crochet (or whatever stitch is indicated) into the same stitch. This increases the stitch count and makes that portion of the project wider.




	1. After creating one stitch, insert the hook into the same stitch that was just worked in (A) and create the same stitch again (B).
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	2. This may look insignificant at first, but doing several of these will noticeably increase the size of a piece as you add more stitches. You will have two single crochets in the same stitch.
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INVISIBLE DECREASE (INV DEC)

This technique allows you to make portions of a piece narrower by decreasing the number of stitches. You’ll also use the method to create a sphere. An invisible decrease is worked into the front loops of two different stitches at once. This allows you to turn two stitches into one stitch. This is the best way to make a clean decrease stitch because it tugs at less yarn and makes the piece look smoother.



Note: When following other crochet patterns, you may see the term written as just “decrease.” A decrease is typically worked in both loops but can look choppy when making amigurumi. Here is my preferred method.


	1. Insert the hook into the front loop of the stitch (see opposite page).
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	2. Insert the hook into the front loop of the next stitch. You should have three loops on the hook.
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	3. Yarn over and pull through the first loop. This leaves two loops on the hook.
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	4. Yarn over and pull through the two loops.
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FRONT LOOPS ONLY (FLO)

Crochet stitches are typically worked into the front and back loops of a single stitch. Working in just the front or back loops changes the look and texture of the work and allows for different options for a project, such as creating different layers and textures or attaching pieces to your work.
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	1. Working in the front loops only means inserting the hook into the loop that’s closest to you, instead of inserting the hook through both loops. There will be an untouched loop behind it. Working with this technique allows your work to protrude more, creating more unique shapes. You’ll notice that when you insert the hook into one loop, it angles upward rather than straight on, as you may be used to.




	2. After working a few stitches, you’ll see that the back loops are still intact on the opposite side of the work when flipped over.
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BACK LOOPS ONLY (BLO)

The back loop is the loop farther away from you, directly behind the front loop. This can be a great technique to create an easier way to sew your project, as well as alter the shape of a project.




	1. Look at the stitches from above to identify the back loops. Angle the hook downward as you insert the hook into a back loop.
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	2. As you continue working in the back loops, the front loops will be visible.
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WORKING ON THE RIGHT AND WRONG SIDE

When working in the round, there will be two sides of your work. The pattern may indicate for you to “flip your work.” The wrong side (A) of your work will look a bit more flat and show horizontal stitches. Often a good indication is that your tail will be on the wrong side.
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Flip your work to the right side (B), and you will notice your stitches look more like Vs. This will make your work look cleaner and hold a shape much better.
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WORKING ALONG THE EDGE

When working in rows, the edge of your project can look a little messy, depending on the pattern. To remedy this, do a single crochet on the side of the work to create a clean border.




	1. After crocheting the last row of the pattern, chain 1 and turn the work to the side you want to work into. Chain 1 before turning the work to the outside.
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	2. Insert the hook into the final stitch of the row, which will be the corner. Yarn over and do a single crochet.
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	3. While working along the edge, continue working your single crochet into each stitch across. These stitches will be treated the same as before, and you will insert the hook through both loops.
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	4. Single crochet until you reach the end of that side of the edge. When reaching the turning point, or corner, single crochet the indicated amount into the stitch to be able to naturally turn your work.
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OTHER ESSENTIALS

ATTACHING TWO PANELS

Some amigurumi are worked in separate flat panels that are crocheted together to create one cohesive piece. This technique may feel awkward at first, but it gets easier with practice.




	1. Make sure that one panel has been finished off and the yarn has been pulled through (see below).
Keep the working yarn and hook intact on the second panel—don’t finish off. The working yarn will be used to crochet the panels together.
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	2. Place the panel with the working yarn on top of the finished panel.
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	3. Chain 1. Insert the hook into the outside stitch in both panels. Yarn over and pull through both panels to create a single crochet.
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	4. Holding the two panels together so the stitches match up, single crochet through both panels and continue single crocheting through both panels.

	5. At the corners or turning points of the panels, the pattern will indicate how many single crochets are needed for an individual stitch.




STITCH ABBREVIATIONS

Written crochet patterns often use standard abbreviations to make the instructions more clear and concise. It’s important to become familiar with the shortened terminology, and as you work through the patterns in this book, you can use this cheat sheet as a reference. These are U.S. pattern abbreviations.




	Yarn over: YO

	Slip stitch: Sl st

	Chain: Ch

	Single crochet: Sc

	Half double crochet: Hdc

	Double crochet: Dc

	Increase: Inc

	Invisible decrease: Inv dec

	Front loops only: FLO

	Back loops only: BLO

	Finish off (cut the yarn and pull it through the last loop): FO

	Magic ring: MR

	Repeat the stitches within the asterisk: **

	Stitch count at the end of the row: ( )

	Row: Row
Begin with a chain and work stitches back and forth, changing direction at the end of each row.


	Round: Rnd
Working in the round begins with a magic ring, and stitches are worked continuously in a circle.





FINISHING OFF

To finish off the working yarn and turn it into a tail, cut the working yarn, leaving a few inches. Pull the working yarn through the current loop to bind off.
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NEEDLEWORK

ATTACHING PIECES

Learning how to attach limbs and other parts of a doll to create a cohesive piece may be the most intimidating part of amigurumi. While there are a variety of attachment techniques, I have a simple method that works well for me. With a bit of practice, the process will be easy for you as well.





Sewing pins can be your best friend by holding pieces together while sewing. Use a few to keep your work steady to make sewing easier. Some examples of when to pin include:


	To mark the round needed to sew into

	To see how the pieces look before sewing

	To hold pieces in place while sewing the first few stitches







	1. Crocheted pieces are usually sewn together with the working yarn of the limb or part you want to attach. After pulling your yarn through, leave a generous 15"–20" (38–51 cm) to work with. Thread the darning needle with the working yarn. The pattern will tell you where to attach the piece; for example, “attach into rounds 6 and 11.” In this case, count to find rounds 6 and 11 on the piece you’re attaching to—you may want to use stitch markers to mark your place. When sewing, you’ll start stitching at round 6 and stitch around the piece you’re attaching to get to round 11.
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	2. Once you’ve determined where your attachment will be, go back into the piece that is being attached and pull the needle through the next available stitch.
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	3. Insert a darning needle into the next stitch on the piece being attached, going through and back into the main body. Insert the needle into the next stitch left on the main body.
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	4. Continue steps 2 and 3 in a circular pattern. The needle will go into stitches both horizontally and vertically as you attach the piece. Pinning pieces together will help hold them in place as you sew.

	5. When there are a few stitches left to sew, begin stuffing the piece, if indicated. Continue stuffing as the hole gets smaller.

	6. With the darning needle, insert the tail yarn back into the body in a place behind the piece to keep hidden. Knot off (see here).




SEWING A HOLE SHUT

When completing a ball shape, a small hole will remain at the end. Here is a clean way to finish off your work that gives it a nice shape and prevents any stuffing from falling out.




	1. After finishing the final stitch, cut the working yarn and pull it through the loop. Thread the darning needle with the tail yarn. Insert the needle into the front loop of the final stitch and into the front loop of the next stitch.
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	2. With the needle in the two front loop stitches, pull the yarn taut. Continue to work around the hole, inserting the needle into the front loops only of both stitches and pulling taut. Avoid doing more than two front loops at a time. Perform this all the way around the circle until you reach the first stitch and the hole is closed.
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	3. Weave the yarn into the body of the doll (see here) and knot off (see here).
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SEWING INTO THE BACK LOOPS ONLY

For a majority of the patterns found in this book, you’ll be sewing into the back loops of the main body to complete each doll.



Many patterns also require you, at some point, to single crochet into the front loops only. Doing so leaves a round of loops that can be sewn into, which are the back loops only. For this tutorial, the blue piece represents the head of a doll, and the orange piece is the part being attached to the head.


	1. With the piece that is being sewn into the back loops, thread the darning needle with the tail yarn. Insert into the first back loop going outward, away from you.
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	2. As you move into the next loop, insert your darning needle into the next stitch going downward and into the next stitch found on the piece being sewn in.
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	3. Repeat step 2 by inserting upward through the blue piece. Continue going up and down through both stitches around the entirety of the round.
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KNOTTING OFF AND WEAVING IN ENDS

Many new crocheters ask what to do with the yarn tail after it’s cut. This shows you how to weave in your ends with a darning needle to create a neat finish and secure your work.




	1. When the piece is finished, pull the yarn through the last loop, leaving a generous 10" (25 cm) tail. Thread the tail into the darning needle and insert into the body. Pull the needle out through the back or side of the project where it will be less visible (make sure the tail and body color match).

	2. Loop the yarn around to create a circle and insert the darning needle back through the original stitch where the tail yarn originated.
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	3. Before cinching the loop closed, pull the yarn through the loop.




[image: 3]






	4. Pull the yarn tight until it’s flush with the piece.
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	5. Cut the yarn to ½" (1 cm) and push it into the project with the darning needle so it disappears.
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EMBROIDERING FACES

An amigurumi doll’s face can convey so many emotions. Features such as eyelashes, smiles, and blushing cheeks can be created with simple embroidery stitches using a darning needle and yarn that’s sewn and woven through the stitches.



My absolute go-tos for features include eyelashes, a smile, and blush. These reflect my style, but tap into your creativity and try some variations. Add blush in different colors, eyebrows, thicker or thinner eyelashes, a tongue, and more.

This tutorial shows you how to put in safety eyes and enhance them with eyelashes and how to embroider small, blushing cheeks. You can embroider these at any point in the pattern, but I prefer doing this as the last step after every piece has been stuffed. Feel free to experiment with stitches and techniques to create different looks and emotions for your dolls.



If you don’t have safety eyes or don’t like the way they look, you can choose to embroider the eyes or go faceless. Your amigurumi is however you want to make it. When embroidering details on the face of your project, such as lashes and a smile, it’s helpful to find a stitch you can use to connect all the ends of your yarn. Finding a common stitch, or a “middle” stitch, to embroider through makes it possible to give more shapes to the details you add.

To embroider eyes, find a meeting point for the yarn to create curves (see the instructions for creating a smile, steps 6 and 7 on here and here).
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	1. Each pattern will indicate in which round the safety eyes should be placed. However, you can also be creative with the placement. Decide which stitch round of the face you want to set the eyes and how much space you want between them. You may prefer a wide face or a squished face. Push the shaft of the eye completely through the stitch. Make sure both eyes are in the same round of stitches.
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	2. Secure the washers and make sure the eyes are locked in place.
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	3. Check the placement to make sure the eyes are level.
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	4. To create eyelashes, thread a darning needle with 10" (25 cm) of black yarn. Insert the needle into the head from the back and pull through to the front, burying the tail thread in the head. Determine how long you want the lashes to be. I go up one stitch from the eye.
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	5. Insert the needle into the stitch closest to the eye. The needle doesn’t have to be in the same stitch as the prong of the eye; aim for the stitch above it. As you do this, push the needle out to the right, one stitch away.
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	6. Loop around and go back into the same stitch at the top of the eye. As you do that, push the needle out one round below the center of the eyes and 4 stitches away from the eye. This creates the beginning of the smile.
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Start the embroidery process by inserting the darning needle from the back of a piece; this makes it easier to hide the tail thread, since it will be buried in the stuffing.






	7. Pull the needle and yarn through to insert the needle into the center stitch (if the eyes are 9 stitches apart, insert the needle into the 5th stitch from left or right), one round below the round the eyes are placed in.
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	8. On both the right and left, insert the needle one round up into the stitch next to the safety eye and coming out the other side. Insert the needle into the center stitch. Almost all the projects in this book include smiles that are nine stitches wide.
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Repeat steps 4 and 5 to create eyelashes on the other eye.

After completing the second set of eyelashes, insert the darning needle into the head and push it toward the back. Cut the yarn a little more than flush to the head and push in the excess with the needle.


	9. Adding blush pulls the face together. Thread a darning needle with 10" (25 cm) of pink yarn and choose a stitch just below and a little to the right of the right eye. Insert the needle into the head from the back and come up on one side of the stitch. Insert the needle into the other side of the stitch, creating a loop. Insert the needle into the head, coming out on the other side of the face at the corresponding stitch just below and a little to the left of the left eye. Repeat on the opposite side.
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	10. I like to make the blush stand out more, so I wrap the yarn a second time to make it look more layered. Try this technique with other features to make them more noticeable too.
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CHANGING YARN COLORS

Changing yarn colors is common in amigurumi, and I have a technique that makes this easy. When changing colors, the goal is to make the transition as subtle as possible so it’s not visually jarring.



This tutorial shows how to change colors while working in the round, but it also applies to working in rows.


	1. When the pattern directs you to change the yarn color, create the last stitch in the first color per the instructions. Instead of pulling through the last two loops of a single crochet (or whatever the stitch is) with the first color, drop the working thread and pull through with the second color.
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	2. The new color is now incorporated into the piece. Continue crocheting with the working yarn.
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	3. When changing colors while working in the round, the transition is obvious when you begin a new round. Typically, you would single crochet into the next stitch, but this leaves an obvious disruption.
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	4. Instead of doing a single crochet into both loops of the next stitch, insert the hook into the stitching below the single crochet of the previous round. Single crochet into this stitch, and then move back to the current round to continue single crocheting in the round.
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	5. The result is that the color change is less noticeable.
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When changing color at the end of a round, pull the new color through the last two loops of the final single crochet of that round.
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STUFFING

One of the key elements of clean-looking amigurumi is stuffing it neatly. Most amigurumi are stuffed with a fiberfill (such as Poly-Fil), which is commonly used for stuffing pillows, speakers, and insulation. Fiberfill is available in different materials, including both synthetics and cotton, and can be made from recycled or new material, all of which affects the texture and density of the stuffing. Whatever you use should be soft and squishy. Many beginners struggle with creating lump-free pieces, but these dos and don’ts will help you avoid lumps and bumps and turn out nicely shaped pieces.



Stuffing can take a long time, but being patient—and going slowly—is worthwhile. Filling a piece quickly with large chunks of fiberfill is tempting, but this can lead to lumps and unevenness (see top image).

You also want to make sure you’re stuffing periodically as your project works up. Stuffing it too late can make it difficult to evenly fill, and using too-large pieces makes the process difficult. Instead of aiming for a thick density, try to make it lighter.

Aim to work small, golf-ball-sized amounts of fiberfill when stuffing a project to achieve a rounder shape. Avoid making it too dense. This is especially important when stuffing a ball or tube, since you don’t want to see the stuffing through the stitches.

Using smaller amounts of stuffing may take longer, but this will help you avoid a lumpy finished project.
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CHAPTER 3

SPACE

The universe includes more than just humans, and that’s an exciting prospect. Learning about any space exploration is cool, and if I ever have the opportunity to go to space, I’m taking it. I wonder if this book will ever make it to another planet. . . .

I included space-themed amigurumi because the theme allows us to play make-believe. Since alien life is unknown, I like being able to create my own interpretations of what could be out there. I’ve been a big alien/sci-fi fan my entire life, so it was fitting to put my spin on the genre.
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◁ ROBUST ROCKET SHIP

Finished dimensions: about 6" high × 4" wide (15 × 10 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




Daydreaming about what vehicle will take us into space is fun. But if it’s not cute, I don’t want to go. This Robust Rocket Ship is how I imagine my ride would look. This project shows you how to use the slip stitch to create a border and attach some of the pieces.


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)

Yarn in:




	White (35 yards [32 m])

	Red (15 yards [14 m])

	Light blue (5 yards [5 m])

	Gray (5 yards [5 m])

	Black (15 inches [38 cm]) for face embroidery

	Pink (15 inches [38 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook

Stitch markers


ABBREVIATIONS

Ch: Chain



MR: Magic ring

Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Inc: Increase

Inv dec: Invisible decrease

FLO: Front loops only

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the row/round


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Magic Ring (MR)



Front Loops Only (FLO)

Invisible Decrease (Inv dec)

Sewing into the Back Loops Only

Attaching Pieces

Embroidering Faces



MAIN BODY

Begin in red. You’ll be starting at the top of your rocket.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: Sc around. (6)

Rnd 3: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 4: Sc around. (12)

Rnd 5: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Be sure to flip your work to the right side if you haven’t already.

Rnd 6: Sc around. (18)

Rnd 7: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 8: Sc around. (24)

Rnd 9: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Switch to white.

Rnd 10: Sc around. (30)

Rnd 11: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 12: Sc around. (36)

Rnd 13: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 14: Sc around. (42)

Rnd 15: *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Rnds 16–21: Sc around. (48)

Insert the safety eyes into Rnd 18 with 9 sts in between.

Rnd 22: *Sc 6, Inv dec* around. (42)

Rnd 23: Sc around. (42)

Rnd 24: *Sc 5, Inv dec* around. (36)

Rnd 25: Sc around. (36)

Rnd 26: *Sc 4, Inv dec* around. (30)

Rnd 27: Sc around. (30)

Rnd 28: *Sc 3, Inv dec* around. (24)

Rnd 29: Sc around. (24)

Rnd 30: *Sc 2, Inv dec* around. (18)

Rnd 31: Sc around. (18)

Rnd 32: *Sc, Inv dec* around. (12)

Switch to gray yarn to create the “thrusters” seen on the bottom of the space ship!

Rnd 33: In FLO, *Inc* around. (24)

Rnds 34–35: Sc around. (24)

Finish off and weave the tail into your work.
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BOTTOM CLOSURE

Begin in gray.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Finish off and leave a tail for sewing.


ROCKET STANDS (MAKE 2)

Begin in red.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: Sc around. (6)

Rnd 3: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 4: Sc around. (12)

Rnd 5: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 6: Sc around. (18)

Finish off and leave a tail for sewing.

Be sure to flip your work to the right side if you haven’t already.


WINDOW

Begin in light blue.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Switch to gray.

Rnd 3: Ch 1, Sl st around. (12)
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ASSEMBLY

Sew all pieces on the rocket:




	1. Use the gray yarn to sew the window onto the body, underneath the face and centered. The top of the window goes around Rnd 21, and the bottom of window will be secured into Rnd 26.

	2. Attach the rocket stands to the sides, with the top of each stand in Rnd 24 and the bottom in Rnd 30.

	3. Using the black and pink yarn, embroider the face, including the lashes, blush, and smile. The center mouth stitch will be inserted into Rnd 19. Embroider both ends of the smile up one rnd, into Rnd 18. The smile will be 7 sts wide.
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◁ THE BRIGHT SIDE OF THE MOON

Finished dimensions: about 4.75" wide × 4" high (12 × 10 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




Everyone talks about the dark side of the moon, but what about the bright side? I wanted to put them together in a fun and easy pattern. The two seem like they would be friends.

This pattern comes together easily and includes a bit of sewing. Finding different ways to sew pieces together offers a new dynamic, and this project offers a chance to practice your sewing skills.


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)



Yarn in:


	Yellow (20 yards [18 m])

	Burnt yellow (15 yards [14 m])

	Gray (20 yards [18 m])

	Light gray (5 yards [5 m])

	Black (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery

	Pink (15 inches [38 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook

Stitch markers


ABBREVIATIONS

MR: Magic ring



Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Inc: Increase

Inv dec: Invisible decrease

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the round/row


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Magic Ring (MR)



Attaching Pieces

Changing Yarn Colors

Embroidering Faces

Invisible Decrease (Inv dec)



MAIN BODY

Begin in light gray.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 8: *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Rnds 9–12: Sc around. (48)

Switch to your light yellow to complete the other half of the sun.

Rnds 13–16: Sc around. (48)

Rnd 17: *Sc 6, Inv dec* around. (42)

Rnd 18: *Sc 5, Inv dec* around. (36)

Be sure to flip your work to the right side if you haven’t already.

Rnd 19: *Sc 4, Inv dec* around. (30)

At this point, you will want to begin stuffing the body firmly with your fiberfill!

Place your safety eyes in Rnds 8 and 18, with 9 sts between. Be sure they are lined up across both colors—this will be how you create your smile/face.

Rnd 20: *Sc 3, Inv dec* around. (24)

Rnd 21: *Sc 2, Inv dec* around. (18)

Rnd 22: *Sc, Inv dec* around. (12)

Rnd 23: *Inv dec* around. (6)

Finish off. Weave in the tail and knot off.
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SUNBEAMS (MAKE 5)

Begin with your yellow.



Rnd 1: Sc 5 into MR. (5)

Rnd 2: Sc around. (5)

Rnd 3: *Inc* around. (10)

Rnd 4: Sc around. (10)

Rnd 5: *Sc, Inc* around. (15)

Rnd 6: Sc around. (15)

Finish off. Leave the tail for sewing.

Be sure to flip your work to the right side before sewing.


CRATERS (MAKE 8)

Begin in gray.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Sl st in the next st. Pull your yarn through and finish off. Leave the tail for sewing.


ASSEMBLY


	1. Sew the sunbeams onto the yellow side, running along the side of your work. When placing the triangular pieces, stagger them along each other. As shown, you can see that every other sunbeam is placed in front of the one behind.
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	2. Using your safety pins, place your craters on the gray side where you want to sew them. Sew one crater to the left of the safety eye, one crater above and one below the eye, and from here, sew the rest into the empty spaces on the gray side.
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	3. Embroider on the face by inserting your needle with black yarn into the center stitch below the eyes. There will be 9 sts from eye to eye. Start from the 5th st and insert into both ends. The smile will be 7 sts wide. Create the eyelashes and blush.
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◁ SEARCHING SATELLITE

Finished dimensions: about 5" wide × 4" high (13 × 10 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




This may not be the first kind of satellite you imagine, but this is my rendition. My Searching Satellite has to do just as much on Earth as those in space, and it’s always looking for something new. Although cute and simple, I created a few prototypes before I got it right, and it’s easy enough for anyone to tackle.


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)



Yarn in:


	Gray (20 yards [18 m])

	White (45 yards [41 m])

	Red (5 yards [5 m])

	Black (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery

	Pink (15 inches [38 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook

Stitch markers


ABBREVIATIONS

MR: Magic ring



Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Inc: Increase

Inv dec: Invisible decrease

FLO: Front loops only

**: Repeat stitches within asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the row/round


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Magic Ring (MR)



Front Loops Only (FLO)

Sewing into the Back Loops Only

Attaching Pieces

Embroidering Faces

Invisible Decrease (Inv dec)

Finishing Off
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LARGE DISH

Begin with white. Leave a generous tail on the right side of your project—this will be helpful for sewing later on.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 8: *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Rnd 9: *Sc 7, Inc* around. (54)

Rnds 10–15: Sc around. (54)

Finish off. Leave the tail for sewing.

Insert your safety eyes into Rnd 12 of your project, with 9 sts between the eyes. These will be placed into the big dish.


SMALL DISH

Begin in white.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 8: *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Rnd 9: *Sc 7, Inc* around. (54)

Rnds 10–13: Sc around. (54)

Finish off. Leave a generous length of tail for sewing to the other dish.


SMALL BODY

Begin in gray.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: Sc around. (6)

Rnd 3: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 4: Sc around. (12)

Rnd 5: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 6: Sc around. (18)

Rnd 7: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 8: Sc around. (24)

Rnd 9: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 10: In FLO, Sc around. (30)

Finish off and pull your yarn through. Weave in the tail and knot off.

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.


BOTTOM (BASE) OF BODY

Begin in gray.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Finish off. Leave the tail for sewing.


SATELLITE CONE

Begin in white.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: Sc around. (6)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (9)

Rnd 4: Sc around. (9)

Rnd 5: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 6: Sc around. (12)

Rnd 7: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (15)

Rnd 8: Sc around. (15)

Rnd 9: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 10: Sc around. (18)

Rnd 11: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (21)

Rnd 12: Sc around. (21)

Finish off. Leave the tail for sewing.

Be sure to flip your work to the right side.


BALL

Begin in red.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Sc, Inc* around. (9)

Rnd 3: Sc around. (9)

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.

Rnd 4: *Sc, Inv dec* around. (6)

Stuff firmly with fiberfill.

Finish off and pull the tail through. Close up the hole. Leave enough yarn for sewing.


GRAY CONNECTOR

Begin in gray.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Pull your tail to the outside of your work (the right side) where you can still see it; this will be used to sew on the top end of the connector. Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.

Rnds 2–12: Sc around. (6)

While crocheting, be sure to fill firmly with fiberfill.

Finish off and leave a tail for sewing the bottom end of the connector.


ASSEMBLY


	1. Place the small dish into the large dish, making sure the right side is facing outward on the large dish and the right side is visible on the inside of the small dish.






[image: 1]



	2. With black yarn, embroider the face onto your project through just the first dish—the yarn will not be visible on the inside of the satellite. The smile will be 7 sts wide. Insert the needle in the middle stitch and insert into both sides. Embroider on the blush and eyelashes.

	2. Thread the tail of the inner dish onto the darning needle, then insert the needle through both panels to connect. Into the next st, thread the needle back through both panels. Continue weaving the needle through both panels all the way around. This will not be stuffed with any fiberfill.
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	3. Attach the bottom base to the small body by sewing into the back loops and stuffing firmly. In every 6th stitch, thread the needle into the same stitch as the last. This will allow for even sewing between the body, which has 30 stitches, and the bottom, which has 24.

	4. Use the tail from the large dish to sew the dishes onto the cone body. Insert the yarn in and out of the dish to secure. Knot off on the inside of the dishes.
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	5. With the tails on both ends of the connecter, sew one end onto the body (into Rnds 7 and 8) and one into the dish (into Rnds 8 and 9).
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◁ ASTRAL ALIEN

Finished dimensions: about 4.45" high × 4" wide (11 × 10 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




I believe life exists on other planets. I imagine aliens, however, as not having a physical body, just sentient forms of electricity or energy.

Since I don’t know how to make that into amigurumi, here’s another idea of what this lifeform looks like! If this is what they look like, I’m excited to meet real astral aliens. In this pattern, you’ll learn how to make a dimensional border in the form of the crab stitch.


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)



Yarn in:


	Green (55 yards [50 m])

	Black (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery

	Pink (15 inches [38 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook


ABBREVIATIONS

Ch: Chain



MR: Magic ring

Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Inc: Increase

Inv dec: Invisible decrease

YO: Yarn over

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the round/row


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Magic Ring (MR)



Sewing into the Back Loops Only

Embroidering Faces

Attaching Pieces

Invisible Decrease (Inv dec)



MAIN BODY

Begin in green.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnds 8–18: Sc around. (42)

Rnd 19: *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Rnd 20: *Sc 7, Inc* around. (54)

Rnd 21: In FLO, Sc around. (54)

Rnd 22: For this round, perform the crab stitch to give the border some texture. Be sure to flip your work so the right side is facing outward before beginning.


	1. Ch 1. Instead of normally crocheting to the left, our accustomed way of single crocheting thus far, work single crochets, but backward, to the right.
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	2. YO and insert into the st behind your current st. Pull through the first loop as you would a normal st.
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	3. With two of your loops remaining, YO and pull through both loops to perform your sc.
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	4. Continue doing this same sc technique all the way around the border of your project! Shown above is how your stitching will look.
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ADDING EYES AND MOUTH


	1. We will now insert safety eyes. There will be quite a few eyes to add into this project, so be sure to find the correct rnds to insert them into.

	2. Insert a safety eye in Rnd 11. You may choose wherever you place this one, but it will determine the center of your alien face.

	3. Keeping your center eye in mind, insert two safety eyes in Rnd 12 (13 sts apart) and two in Rnd 14 (10 sts apart).

	4. Insert the third set of safety eyes into Rnd 14, with 10 sts in between.






BOTTOM

Begin in green.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 8: *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Finish off and leave a tail for sewing.


EARS (MAKE 2)

Begin in green.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnds 3–4: Sc around. (12)

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.

Rnd 5: *Inv dec* around. (6)

Begin stuffing firmly with fiberfill and continue in the next rounds.

Rnds 6–7: Sc around. (6)

Finish off. Leave a tail for sewing.
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ASSEMBLY


	1. Use the tail on the bottom of your body and a darning needle to sew into the back loops of the main body. Stuff firmly up toward the eyes and leave just a little bit of space below to keep flat.

	2. Sew on the ears into Rnds 8 and 9 on both sides of the head.

	3. Using the pink and black yarn, embroider the face, including the lashes, blush, and smile. For the center smile, insert a stitch through Rnd 15. Insert both ends through Rnd 14, making the smile 7 sts wide.
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◁ PROSPEROUS PLANET

Finished dimensions: about 4.75" high × 4" wide (12 × 10 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




It’s fun to imagine what life could be like on another planet. I wonder if crochet exists there.

The first image that comes to mind when I think of planets is Saturn, which is always my go-to because of its beautiful ring. Here’s my tribute to all the planets, with asteroid belts they get to wear.


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)

Yarn in:




	Purple (40 yards [37 m])

	Orange (20 yards [18 m])

	Yellow (15 inches [38 cm]) for face embroidery

	Black (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook

Stitch markers


ABBREVIATIONS

MR: Magic ring



Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Inc: Increase

Inv dec: Invisible decrease

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the round/row


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Magic Ring (MR)



Increase (Inc)

Embroidering Faces

Invisible Decrease (Inv dec)

Sewing a Hole Shut

Finishing Off



MAIN BODY

Begin in purple.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 8: *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Rnds 9–16: Sc around. (48)

Rnd 17: *Sc 6, Inv dec* around. (42)

Rnd 18: *Sc 5, Inv dec* around. (36)

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.

Rnd 19: *Sc 4, Inv dec* around. (30)

Insert your safety eyes into Rnd 12, with 9 sts in between. Begin stuffing your project firmly with fiberfill and continue throughout the next rnds.

Rnd 20: *Sc 3, Inv dec* around. (24)

Rnd 21: *Sc 2, Inv dec* around. (18)

Rnd 22: *Sc, Inv dec* around. (12)

Rnd 23: *Inv dec* around. (6)

Finish off. Close the hole, weave in your tail, and knot off.


RING

Begin in orange.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.

Rnds 2–54: Sc around. (6)

When crocheting your ring, be sure to stuff often. It can be hard to achieve consistent stuffing if you wait too long to do so.

Finish off and leave a tail for sewing.


ASSEMBLY


	1. With your main body stuffed and ready to go, all you have to do is sew the ring on! Wrap the ring around your project and sew together in the center using the tail on the ring. Then weave your tail through the main body to keep the ring secured.
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	2. Your ring around the planet will have a little bit of wiggle room to move around. This is your chance to adjust how you see fit. Lower the ring to give yourself some space to embroider your face on!
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	3. Using the black and pink yarn, embroider the face with lashes, mouth, and blush. Insert the center mouth stitch into Rnd 13 and both ends in Rnd 14. The mouth will be 7 sts wide.

	4. Knot off your work. After going through the body with your yarn, come back into the ring to secure your work.
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CHAPTER 4

FOREST

I’m lucky to have grown up in the Pacific Northwest of the United States. A good portion of the state is green, with forests everywhere. Being able to spend my summers in the woods with friends while camping will always be a cherished memory. There’s a ton of creative inspiration outdoors.

In this chapter, you’ll learn how to make some cute characters you may find in the forest and create a variety of fun spherical shapes, including an acorn, bee, water droplet, and lily pad. I hope you enjoy even a little bit of the Pacific Northwest with these patterns. You’ll also learn how to crochet different types of circles and make a cute accessory for your dolls. Remember that nature is colorful, so your dolls should be too.
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◁ REFRESHING RAINDROP

Finished dimensions: about 4.75" high × 4" wide (12 × 10 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




Rain is a huge part of living in the Pacific Northwest of the United States, and it rains for what feels like most of the year. We take advantage of our sunny and clear days! Thunder and lightning follow the rain, and that’s the inspiration for the bow accessory. Made with gray and yellow yarn, it represents a thundercloud.


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)



Yarn in:


	Yellow (50 inches [127 cm])

	Blue (45 yards [41 m])

	Gray (10 yards [9 m])

	Black (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery

	Pink (15 inches [38 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook


ABBREVIATIONS

Ch: Chain



MR: Magic ring

Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Inc: Increase

Inv dec: Invisible decrease

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the round/row


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Magic Ring (MR)



Embroidering Faces

Invisible Decrease (Inv dec)

Working along the Edge

Sewing a Hole Shut



MAIN BODY

Begin in blue; you’ll start from the bottom and work up to the tip.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 8: *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Rnds 9–16: Sc around. (48)

Insert the safety eyes into Rnd 13 with 9 sts in between.

Rnd 17: *Sc 6, Inv dec* around. (42)

Rnd 18: *Sc 5, Inv dec* around. (36)

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.

Rnd 19: *Sc 4, Inv dec* around. (30)

Rnd 20: Sc around. (30)

Rnd 21: *Sc 3, Inv dec* around. (24)

Begin stuffing your project with fiberfill and continue to stuff firmly as you crochet.

Rnd 22: Sc around. (24)

Rnd 23: *Sc 2, Inv dec* around. (18)

Rnd 24: Sc around. (18)

Rnd 25: *Sc, Inv dec* around. (12)

Rnd 26: Sc around. (12)

Rnd 27: *Inv dec* around. (6)

Rnd 28: Sc around. (6)

Finish off. Close the hole and weave tail into the body to knot off.


BOW

Begin in gray.



Ch 9.

Row 1: Starting in the second ch from the hook, Sc across. (8)

Rows 2–10: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. Note: the first ch does not count as a st throughout. (8)

Border:


	Ch 1. In the first st on the side of your work, Sc. Sc across until you reach the corner.

	Sc 3 into the corner stitch. Sc across the next side until the corner st. Sc 3 into corner st.

	Sc across the last side and perform 3 sc into the corner st.

	Sl st into the last st. (38) Finish off.

	Weave tail through the project. (Refer to Working along the Edge, here.)




ASSEMBLY


	1. Pinch both sides of your square to form a bow shape.
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	2. With your yellow yarn coming through the center, wrap tightly around the center until the desired thickness is achieved!
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	3. When you’re finished wrapping your yarn around the main body of the bow, use your darning needle to fasten it off in the back and use the leftover tail to sew the bow to the raindrop!
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	4. Using the black and pink yarn, embroider the face with lashes, mouth, and blush. Insert the center mouth stitch into Rnd 12 and both ends in Rnd 13. The mouth will be 7 sts wide.
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◁ BEEPING BUMBLEBEE

Finished dimensions: about 6.75" high × 6" wide (17 × 15 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




“Save the bees!” is a common message. I was ignorant of the important role bees play in the environment and our everyday lives until I started hearing more about the dangers bees face. After doing some research and learning that bees are key to our survival, I thought they definitely deserved a cute version of themselves.

In this project, you’ll learn how to use the front loops to create a body that doesn’t require sewing.


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)



Yarn in:


	Yellow (45 yards [41 m])

	White (12 yards [11 m])

	Black (25 yards [23 m])

	Pink (15 inches [38 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook


ABBREVIATIONS

Ch: Chain



MR: Magic ring

Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Inc: Increase

Inv dec: Invisible decrease

FLO: Front loops only

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the round/row


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Magic Ring (MR)



Front Loops Only (FLO)

Attaching Pieces

Changing Yarn Colors

Embroidering Faces

Invisible Decrease (Inv dec)

Finishing Off



MAIN HEAD AND BODY

Begin in yellow; you’ll start from the head and work downward.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnds 8–14: Sc around. (42)

Rnd 15: *Sc 5, Inv dec* around. (36)

Rnd 16: *Sc 4, Inv dec* around. (30)

Rnd 17: *Sc 3, Inv dec* around. (24)

Rnd 18: In FLO, *Inc* around. (48) At this stage, your sts will start to protrude out more.

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward. Insert your safety eyes into Rnd 12 with 9 sts in between. Begin stuffing the head of your bee with fiberfill.

Rnds 19–23: Sc around. (48)

Rnd 24: *Sc 6, Inv dec* around. (42)

Rnd 25: *Sc 5, Inv dec* around. (36)

Rnd 26: *Sc 4, Inv dec* around. (30)

Begin stuffing the body firmly with fiberfill and continue doing so as you work downward.

Rnd 27: *Sc 3, Inv dec* around. (24)

Switch to black.

Rnd 28: Sc around. (24)

Rnd 29: *Sc 2, Inv dec* around. (18)

Rnd 30: Sc around. (18)

Rnd 31: *Sc, Inv dec* around. (12)

Rnd 32: Sc around. (12)

Rnd 33: *Inv dec* around. (6)

Rnd 34: Sc around. (6)

Finish off. Weave the tail in and knot off.


WINGS (MAKE 2)

Start in white.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnds 4–6: Sc around. (18)

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.

Rnd 7: *Sc, Inv dec* around. (12)

Rnd 8: *Inv dec* around. (6)

Finish off. Leave the tail for sewing on both wings. These pieces will not be stuffed.


BLACK WAISTBAND

Begin in black.



Ch 3.

Row 1: Starting in the second ch from the hook, Sc. Sc across. (2)

Rows 2–38: Sc across. (2)

Border:


	Ch 1. Sc into the side of your work in all 26 sts except the last one. This is the corner st. Sc 2 into the corner. (40)

	Sc across until the next corner st; Sc 2 into the corner. (41) Sc across on the bottom side until the final st. Sl st into the final corner st. (42)

	Finish off. Leave the tail for sewing.




ANTENNAE (MAKE 2)

Begin in black.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnds 3–4: Sc around. (12)

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward. Beginning stuffing firmly with fiberfill.

Rnd 5: *Inv dec* around. (6)

Rnd 6: Sc around. (12)

Finish off. Leave the tail for sewing


ASSEMBLY


	1. Wrap the black waistband around the body. This should cover Rnds 22–24. Rnds 19–21 should still be visible.

	2. With a darning needle, sew both ends of the belt together. Once sewn, insert into the body for extra security and pull out through the black stinger to knot off.
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	3. With the three rnds still visible, sew the wings into Rnds 20 and 21 with a darning needle.
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	4. Attach the antennae to the head above the eyes. Sew into Rnds 6 and 7 on both sides.

	5. Embroider the face with lashes, blush, and smile using black and pink yarn. Insert the center smile stitch into Rnd 13, and both ends into Rnd 12, making the smile 7 sts wide.
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◁ ADORING ACORN

Finished dimensions: about 5" high × 4" wide (13 × 10 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




Acorns are plentiful in forest settings, and the ones I find on my walks through the Pacific Northwest forests inspired this project. The simple construction can be enhanced by creating some green leaves as a colorful accessory.

I have stepped on a ton of these little things throughout my life. They were pretty common around where I lived—and we were surrounded by them when we went camping. There are even a number of ways you can eat them! The crunch is very satisfying.

For all the times I have destroyed acorns by stepping on them, I owe it to the acorns to give them a spot in this book. This Adoring Acorn is made up so simply—just create two halves and sew together in a flash!


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 Medium



Yarn in:


	Dark brown (25 yards [23 m])

	Light brown (35 yards [32 m])

	Black (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery

	Pink (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook

Stitch markers


ABBREVIATIONS

MR: Magic ring



Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Inc: Increase

FLO: Front loops only

BLO: Back loops only

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the round/row


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Magic Ring (MR)



Sewing into the Back Loops Only

Embroidering Faces



TOP HALF

Begin in dark brown; you’ll begin at the very top of the acorn and work downward.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: In BLO, Sc around. (12)

Rnds 4–5: Sc around. (12)

Rnd 6: In FLO, *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 7: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 8: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 9: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 10: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 11: *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Rnds 12–13: Sc around. (48)

Rnd 14: In FLO, Sc around. (48)

Rnd 15: Sc around. (48)

Finish off. Leave the tail for sewing.

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.


BOTTOM HALF

Begin in light brown; you’ll start from the very bottom tip and work upward.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: Sc around. (6)

Rnd 3: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 4: Sc around. (12)

Rnd 5: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 6: Sc around. (18)

Rnd 7: *Sc 2, inc* around. (24)

Rnd 8: *Sc 3, inc* around. (30)

Rnd 9: *Sc 4, inc* around. (36)

Rnd 10: *Sc 5, inc* around. (42)

Rnd 11: *Sc 6, inc* around. (48)

Rnds 12–19: Sc around. (48)

Finish off.

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.

Insert your safety eyes into Rnd 15 with 9 sts in between!


ASSEMBLY


	1. After inserting your safety eyes, you’ll be sewing the top and bottom halves together. Using your darning needle and the tail from the bottom half, seam through the top and bottom of the back loops left on the top half (Rnd 14).
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	2. While you get closer to finishing all your sewing, make sure to stuff your project firmly with fiberfill as you work!

	3. Embroider the face with lashes, blush, and smile using the black and pink yarn. Insert the center smile stitch into Rnd 14 and both ends into Rnd 15; the smile should be 7 sts wide.
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◁ LUSH LILY PAD

Finished dimensions: about 4.75" high × 4.75" wide (12 × 12 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




This project is very different from the rest because it’s a flat piece. So many patterns are worked in the round, and I think it’s good to branch out from that. The Lush Lily Pad is an easy way to try something new. There are more than seventy species of lily pads, but this one-of-a-kind plant can’t be found anywhere else. Lily pads provide safe spaces for aquatic life, and this fun pattern can create a safe space for practicing mindfulness and improving our mental health too.


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)



Yarn in:


	Green (40 yards [37 m])

	Light yellow (3 yards [3 m])

	White (10 yards [9 m])

	Black (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery

	Pink (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook

Stitch markers


ABBREVIATIONS

Ch: Chain



MR: Magic ring

Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Inc: Increase

Dc: Double crochet

YO: Yarn over

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the round/row


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Magic Ring (MR)



Embroidering Faces

Working along the Edge

Attaching Two Panels

Working Yarn and Tail Yarn



BODY (MAKE 2 PANELS)

Begin in green.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Unlike many other patterns in this book, or the typical way of working in the round, our work will go back and forth. Shown is how the shape of your work should look as you crochet.

Rnd 2: Ch 1, turn. *Inc* around. Note the first ch does not count as a st throughout. (12)

Rnd 3: Ch 1, turn. *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: Ch 1, turn. *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: Ch 1, turn. *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: Ch 1, turn. *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: Ch 1, turn. *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 8: Ch 1, turn. *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Rnd 9: Ch 1, turn. *Sc 7, Inc* around. (54)

Rnd 10: Ch 1, turn. *Sc 8, Inc* around. (60)

When finishing the first panel, finish off and leave a tail for sewing.

When finishing the second panel for the lily pad, do not finish off or cut the yarn. You will use the working yarn to attach the two panels.

In the second panel, the one with the working yarn still attached, insert the safety eyes into Rnd 5 with 11 sts between on the bottom half. The rnd will naturally curve, but the eyes will still be in the same rnd.


FLOWER

Begin in white.



Ch 53.

Row 1: Starting in the second ch from the hook, *Dc 4 into the same st, Sl st, Ch 1 (does not count as a st), skip next st, YO* around until the final ch. Sl st into final ch. (86)

Your work should look like what you see in the photo, and there will be a natural curl to it.


[image: image]



[image: image]



YELLOW FLOWER CENTER

Begin in yellow.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Sc, Inc* around. (9)

Rnd 3: Sc around. (9)

Finish off. Weave in the ends and pull the tail from the MR to the outside of the flower after it’s flipped to the right side.


ASSEMBLY

ATTACHING THE BODY


	1. Refer to Attaching Two Panels (here). Lay the two panels flat on top of one another. With your working yarn and hook still attached to the front panel, Sc through both panels into the corner of your project.

	2. Continue downward to the center of the lily pads with your single crochets. When you reach the center st, Sl st into the center.
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	3. Sc back up to the next corner.

	4. Sc × 3 into the corner st.

	5. Sc around the entire rim through both panels until you reach the beginning st when attaching, and Sl st here. Be sure to stuff your work while you close up. (See examples of this in the surfboard project on this page.)

	6. Starting your count from the MR, insert the needle with black yarn into the center stitch between the safety eyes in Rnd 6. (They will be 9 sts apart, and the smile will be 7 sts wide) Embroider on the lashes and blush.
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◁ MUSHY MUSHROOM

Finished dimensions: about 4.75" high × 5" wide (12 × 13 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




Mushroom hunting sounds like a ton of fun, but why go out to forage when we can make our own? Mushrooms are prevalent in video games, so I may have taken subconscious inspiration from the digital world. But this project has enough character to stand on its own. This pattern is simple, but you can add a touch of personality by creating the pattern for the spores.


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)



Yarn in:


	Red (35 yards [32 m])

	White (35 yards [32 m])

	Black (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery

	Pink (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook


ABBREVIATIONS

MR: Magic ring



Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Inc: Increase

FLO: Front loops only

BLO: Back loops only

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the round/row


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Magic Ring (MR)



Attaching Pieces

Embroidering Faces

Sewing into the Back Loops Only

Finishing Off



MAIN BODY (TOP)

Begin in red.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 8: *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Rnds 9–16: Sc around. (48)

Rnd 17: In FLO, Sc around. (48)

Rnds 18–19: Sc around. (48)

Finish off. Weave in the end and knot off. Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.


MAIN BODY (BOTTOM)

Begin in white.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: Sc around in BLO. (30)

Rnds 7–12: Sc around. (30)

Rnd 13: In FLO, *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 14: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 15: *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Finish off. Leave a generous-length tail for sewing, and flip your work so the right side is facing outward.

Insert the safety eyes into Rnd 14, 9 sts apart.


SPORES (MAKE 10)

Begin in white.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Finish off. Leave the tail for sewing.


ASSEMBLY


	1. On the bottom half of the mushroom body, use your darning needle with the white tail to sew through the back loops left from the red top (Rnd 17). Insert your hook upward through the st and then downward to the next st.
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	2. It’s time to sew all ten spores onto the top of your mushroom! Use your darning needle to sew them onto the top of the head. You can choose any pattern, or you can imitate how I sewed them on.
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	3. Embroider the face. The safety eyes will be 9 sts apart. Insert the needle into Rnd 15 into the center stitch. Pull to both sides and back into Rnd 14. Embroider on the lashes and blush.








CHAPTER 5

SEASONAL

Experiencing seasons is something some of us take for granted. Here in the Pacific Northwest, we experience all four seasons, and there’s always a project to match the time of year. In this chapter, you’ll find all the seasons represented.

My favorite season is fall. It’s so pretty and perfect for wearing a hoodie outdoors. My favorite season for crocheting is summer. As much as I love crocheting inside when it’s rainy and cold, I like being able to crochet outside in the warmth. I learned to crochet during the summer, so I carry those fond feelings with me. The projects in this chapter offer an opportunity to practice needlework and sewing.
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◁ TEMPERATE THERMOSTAT

Finished dimensions: about 3" high × 7.25" wide (8 × 18 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




When the temperature changes, it affects everything around us, and it’s amazing what happens. As we live in a time of climate change, checking the weather and temperature has become a regular part of daily life.

This pattern is an old-school interpretation of a thermostat, but it’s still a cute item to display in your home.


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)



Yarn in:


	Light blue OR red (30 yards [27 m]) (Color Option A)

	Dark blue OR orange (10 inches [25 cm]) (Color Option B)

	White (20 yards [18 m])

	Black (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery

	Pink (15 inches [38 cm]) for face embroidery (if using light blue for color A and dark blue for color B)



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook

Stitch markers


ABBREVIATIONS

MR: Magic ring



Sts: Stitches

Sc: Single crochet

Inc: Increase

Inv dec: Invisible decrease

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the round/row


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Magic Ring (MR)



Changing Yarn Colors

Embroidering Faces

Invisible Decrease (Inv dec)

Sewing a Hole Shut



MAIN BODY

Begin in Color Option A. We will begin from the very bottom and work our way to the top of the tube.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnds 8–14: Sc around. (42)

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward. Insert your two safety eyes into Rnd 12 with 9 sts in between.

Rnd 15: *Sc 5, Inv dec* around. (36)

Rnd 16: *Sc 4, Inv dec* around. (30)

Stuff your work firmly with fiberfill and continue to do so in the next rounds.

Rnd 17: *Sc 3, Inv dec* around. (24)

Rnd 18: *Sc 2, Inv dec* around. (18)

Rnd 19: *Sc, Inv dec* around. (12)

Next you’ll crochet the thermostat tube. While working upward, make sure you stuff your tube periodically. I would aim to continue stuffing the tube firmly every 5 rnds.

Rnds 20–25: Sc around. (12)

Switch to white.

Rnds 26–41: Sc around. (12)

Rnd 42: *Inv dec* around. (6)

Finish off. Close the hole and weave in the tail to knot off.
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ADDING THE DETAILS

Now we will add the notches onto the thermostat using embroidery techniques.




	1. Using your black yarn, insert into Rnd 23, facing the front of your work.
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	2. Wrapping around to the back of the tube, pull snug so the yarn lies across the sts. It will not be a full circle, only a semicircle.
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	3. When you find the opposite side of the tube, pull through and move upward. Skip 2 rnds and insert into the third.

	4. It’s time to add how hot or cold it is! Thread your darning needle with color B and insert it into your work from the bottom to the top.

	5. Repeat in the same sts to make it just a little bit thicker! (Thickness is optional.)

	6. Use the black and pink yarn to embroider the face by adding lashes, blush, and a smile. Insert the middle mouth stitch into Rnd 11 with both ends of the mouth into Rnd 12. The smile should be 7 sts wide.
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◁ WOBBLY WATER BOTTLE

Finished dimensions: about 5.5" high × 3" wide (14 × 8 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




During the hotter months, it seems like I triple my intake of water. Nothing is more refreshing than a glass of ice water, which is the perfect beverage. I hope this fun project serves as a nice reminder of how important it is to stay hydrated.

In this pattern, you’ll learn how to make a curvy crochet piece and see how it provides room to add fun details. Be sure to recycle!


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)



Yarn in:


	Light blue (50 yards [45 m])

	Dark blue (10 yards [9 m])

	Black (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery

	Pink (15 inches [38 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook

Stitch markers


ABBREVIATIONS

Ch: Chain



MR: Magic ring

Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Inc: Increase

Inv dec: Invisible decrease

FLO: Front loops only

BLO: Back loops only

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the round/row


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Magic Ring (MR)



Embroidering Faces

Invisible Decrease (Inv dec)



MAIN BODY

Begin in blue.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 8: Sc in BLO. (42) For the next few rnds, your work will not be working upward.

Rnds 9–14: Sc around. (42)

Rnd 15: *Sc 5, Inv dec* around. (36)

Rnd 16: *Sc 4, Inv dec* around. (30)

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.

Rnds 17–20: Sc around. (30)

Stuff the bottom portion of your water bottle at this phase.

Rnd 21: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 22: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnds 23–27: Sc around. (42)

Insert the safety eyes into Rnd 26 with 9 sts in between.

Rnd 28: *Sc 5, Inv dec* around. (36)

Rnd 29: *Sc 4, Inv dec* around. (30)

Rnd 30: *Sc 3, Inv dec* around. (24)

Be sure to stuff your work firmly as you crochet.

Rnd 31: *Sc 2, Inv dec* around. (18)

Rnds 32–34: Sc around. (18)

Switch to the dark blue.

Rnds 35–36: Sc around. (18)

Rnd 37: In FLO, Sc around. (18)

Rnds 38–39: Sc around. (18)

Rnds 41–42: Sc around. (18)
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After the final st of Rnd 42, Sl st. In the very last st, Sl st.

Finish off. Weave the ends into the project and knot off.

Note that the lid will be facing upward. You can roll it downward to make it look like a cap.


CLOSURE CAP

Begin in dark blue.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Finish off. Leave a tail for sewing.


LABEL

Begin in dark blue.



Ch 39.

Row 1: Starting in the second ch from the hook, Sc across. (38)

Row 2: Sc 2 into the last st of Row 1 (st 38). You will now have 3 Sc into the last st and 40 sts in total. Your work will naturally begin to turn.

Row 3: Starting in the third st from hook, Sc across. (38) Finish off, leaving a tail for sewing.
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ASSEMBLY


	1. With the body already done, wrap the label around the center of the body and sew together with a darning needle.

	2. Sew the top cap into the back loops of the main body at the very top (Rnd 39) to close the water bottle.

	3. Use the black and pink yarn to embroider the face by adding lashes, blush, and a smile. Insert the middle mouth stitch into Rnd 25, with both ends of the mouth into Rnd 26. The smile should be 7 sts wide.
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◁ INCONSPICUOUS IGLOO

Finished dimensions: about 4.25" high × 5" wide (11 × 13 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




Did you know that igloos are quite warm inside? I never knew that until I made my own igloo when I was a Boy Scout. We may not have snow all year round, but with this pattern, we don’t need it. This project shows how to create 3D shapes with flat pieces and how to work into white yarn.


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)



Yarn in:


	White (55 yards [50 m])

	Brown (5 yards [5 m])

	Red (5 yards [5 m])

	Black (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery

	Pink (15 inches [38 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook

Stitch markers


ABBREVIATIONS

Ch: Chain



MR: Magic ring

Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Inc: Increase

Inv dec: Invisible decrease

FLO: Front loops only

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the round/row


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Magic Ring (MR)



Sewing into the Back Loops Only

Embroidering Faces

Attaching Pieces

Invisible Decrease (Inv dec)



MAIN BODY

Begin in white. You’ll start from the top of the igloo.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 8: *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Rnds 9–16: Sc around. (48)

Rnd 17: In FLO, Sc around. (48)

Rnds 18–19: Sc around. (48)

Finish off. Weave in the ends and knot off.

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.

Insert the safety eyes into Rnd 13 with 9 sts in between.


BOTTOM BASE

Begin in white.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 8: *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Finish off. Leave a generous tail length for sewing.


FLAG STICK

Begin in brown.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.

Rnds 2–7: Sc around. (6)

Be sure to stuff with fiberfill as you work.

Finish off. Leave a tail for sewing.
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FLAG

Begin in red.



Ch 5.

Row 1: Starting in the second st from the hook, Sc across. (4)

Row 2: Ch 1, turn. *Inv dec* to end.

Note the first ch does not count as a st throughout. (2)

Row 3: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (2)

Row 4: Ch 1, turn, Inv dec. (1)

Row 5: Ch 1, turn, Sc. (1)

Next we’ll create the border of the flag.

Border:

Ch 1. Sc into the next st to the left (on the side of the triangle). Sc across until the corner st. In the corner st, Sc × 3. Sc across until the next corner, and Sc × 3 into the corner. Sc across until the last corner. Sl st into final corner (the point of the flag). (13)


IGLOO DOOR

Begin in white.



Ch 20.

Row 1: Starting in the third ch from the hook, Sc across. (18)

Rows 2–7: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. Note the first ch does not count as a st throughout. (18)

Finish off. Leave a generous tail length for sewing. Weave in all other ends and knot off.


ASSEMBLY


	1. With the bottom base piece, sew into the back loops left on the main body portion (Rnd 17). When seaming together, be sure to stuff your project with fiberfill.

	2. Facing forward, pin the igloo door onto the left side (placement is optional); the bottom of the door should be lined up with the bottom of the igloo.

	3. With a darning needle, sew the door on. It should only reach up to Rnd 13 in height and be 10 sts wide.
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	4. Sew the flag onto the flag stick.

	5. Sew the flag stick onto the very top of the igloo into Rnd 2.

	6. Using your black and pink yarn, embroider the face, including the lashes, blush, and smile. Insert the center mouth stitch into Rnd 14. Embroider both ends into Rnd 13, making the smile 7 sts wide.
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◁ FRAGRANT FLOWER

Finished dimensions: about 6.75" high × 5" wide (17 × 13 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




Seeing flowers flourish after a cold winter is a great sign of spring. I’ve always been lucky to have a backyard with flower beds, and they’re always gorgeous to see every year—but it always feels like the season never lasts long enough.

This pattern lets you keep flowers alive all year long. Make as many flowers, in any color combination, as you like. Try my favorite: red, white, and black.


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)



Yarn in:


	Yellow (35 yards [32 m])

	Pink (20 yards [18 m])

	Green (10 yards [9 m])

	Black (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook

Stitch markers


ABBREVIATIONS

Ch: Chain



MR: Magic ring

Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Hdc: Half double crochet

Dc: Double crochet

Inc: Increase

Inv dec: Invisible decrease

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the round/row


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Magic Ring (MR)



Attaching Pieces

Embroidering Faces

Invisible Decrease (Inv dec)

Sewing a Hole Shut

Knotting Off



MAIN BODY

Begin in yellow, starting from the top of the flower head.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnds 8–14: Sc around. (42)

Rnd 15: *Sc 5, Inv dec* around. (36)

Rnd 16: *Sc 4, Inv dec* around. (30)

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward. Insert the safety eyes into Rnd 11 with 9 sts in between. Be sure to stuff firmly with fiberfill.

Rnd 17: *Sc 3, Inv dec* around. (24)

Rnd 18: *Sc 2, Inv dec* around. (18)

Rnd 19: *Sc, Inv dec* around. (12)

Rnd 20: *Inv dec* around. (6)

Switch to green yarn to create the stem. Be sure to fill the stem with fiberfill as you work!

Rnds 21–31: Sc around. (6)

Finish off. Close the hole and weave in to knot off.


PETALS (MAKE 8)

Begin in pink.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnds 3–5: Sc around. (12)

Finish off and leave a tail for sewing. Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.
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LEAVES (MAKE 2)

Begin in green.



Ch 5, leaving a generous-length tail for sewing when creating the slip knot.

Row 1: Sl st into second ch from the hook, Sc, Hdc. In the last st, Dc 6. (9)

Your work will begin to turn, so you will now be working on the bottom side of your foundation chain.

Row 2: Hdc, Sc, Sl st. The final st will be the tip. (3)

Finish off. With the tail you left in the center of the leaf, seam through the back stitch and bring it to the bottom of the leaf. This makes it simple to sew with!


ASSEMBLY


	1. Attach the first petal to the very top of the head.

	2. When sewing the petals next to one another, your needle should go under the closest st of the last petal.
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	3. Insert into the working petal and sew around in each st.
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	4. Sew on the leaf into Rnd 27 of the main body.

	5. Use your black and pink yarn to embroider the face, including the lashes, blush, and smile. Insert the center mouth stitch into Rnd 12. Embroider both ends into Rnd 11, and make it 8 sts wide.
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◁ SILKY SCARF

Finished dimensions: about 2.75" high × 4.75" wide (7 × 12 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




Scarves are a must for any great outfit. I enjoy crocheting scarves, but I never felt they were something that would fit in the amigurumi world—until now.

This Silky Scarf allowed me to bring fashion and amigurumi together. I love my scarves with tassels and added them to this project. This is a fun way to remind yourself to grab that important accessory from the closet to keep yourself warm.


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)



Yarn in:


	Red (150 yards [137 m])

	Black (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery

	Pink (15 inches [38 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook

Stitch markers


ABBREVIATIONS

Ch: Chain



MR: Magic ring

Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Inc: Increase

YO: Yarn over

BLO: Back loops only

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the round/row


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Magic Ring (MR)



Embroidering Faces

Working along the Edge

Knotting Off



CENTER BODY

Begin in red.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 8: *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Rnd 9: In BLO, Sc around. (48) Your work will begin to work upward.

Rnds 10–18: Sc around. (48)

Finish off. Weave the ends in and knot off. Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.


CENTER BODY BOTTOM

Begin in red.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 8: *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Finish off. Leave a generous tail to use for sewing.


SCARF WRAP

Begin in red.



Ch 9.

Row 1: Starting in the third ch from the hook, Sc. Sc across. (8)

Rows 2–139: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. Note the first ch does not count as a st throughout. (8)

Sc around the sides to create a border. (See Working along the Edge, here.)


	Ch 1, and insert your hook into the st on the left side of your crochet rectangle. Sc across the entire left side until you reach the last st on the left. This is the corner st. Sc 3 into the corner st.

	Your work will naturally turn. Sc across in the next 6 sts.

	Sc × 3 into the corner st. Sc across the entire length of the right edge. (290)



Finish off.
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ATTACHING THE TASSELS


	1. Cut your yarn into generous-length strands (8"–10" [20–25 cm] long). They can always be trimmed later.

	2. With your hook, pull the strand of yarn through the st.
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	3. Now that you have your first loop, YO once again (A) and pull through the loop closest to you (B).
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	4. Attach eight tassels on each side, and cut to your desired length.




ASSEMBLY


	1. Seam together the inside body and bottom to create one piece. With the bottom portion, use a darning needle to seam upward. Instead of going down into the next stitch, wrap back around and continue to only go upward into the next stitch. (See the photo on this page for an example.)

	2. After the body is sewn together, wrap the scarf around the body in three layers. As shown, the front layer will go up to the right, the middle layer will wrap around the center, and the final layer will go to the left underneath the previous layer.
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	3. Attach a generous strand of yarn to the front of the scarf and knot off. With the opposite end, pull through the three layers all at once and pull through the back. Weave in and out of all sides and knot off in the center body.
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	4. Starting from the visible end of the scarf on the first layer, insert the safety eyes into Rows 5 and 15. They will be 9 sts apart. When counting stitches, the eyes will be 4 sts down from the border.

	5. Embroider the face with lashes, blush, and smile. Insert the center smile stitch into Rnd 9, 6 sts down from the border. The smile will be 7 sts wide.
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CHAPTER 6

BEACH

Enjoying a sunny, warm day at the beach can be difficult in the Pacific Northwest. Our coastline is so beautiful though, and it makes for a wonderful drive. I was able to grab a few fantastic days at the beach, and these projects remind me of that time.

If you don’t have access to a beach, I hope these patterns help you feel like you’re there. These projects will show you how to change yarn colors and get those details just right to bring in a summer vibe.
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◁ THRILLED TURTLE

Finished dimensions: about 3" high × 5.75" wide (8 × 15 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




Some species of turtles have amazingly long lifespans, and although they can look somewhat prehistoric, they’re also super cute. This amigurumi interpretation may look complicated, but the individual pieces are easy to crochet, and only a bit of sewing brings them together. With this pattern, you’ll also learn how to embroider key details that give the shell some character.


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)



Yarn in:


	Green (25 yards [23 m])

	Tan (30 yards [27 m])

	White (8 yards [7 m])

	Beige (10 yards [9 m])

	Black (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery

	Pink (15 inches [38 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook


ABBREVIATIONS

MR: Magic ring



Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Inc: Increase

Inv dec: Invisible decrease

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the round/row


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Magic Ring (MR)



Attaching Pieces

Embroidering Faces

Invisible Decrease (Inv dec)

Sewing into the Back Loops Only



SHELL

Begin in tan.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnds 8–16: Sc around. (42)

Switch to white.

Rnd 17: In FLO, Sc around. (42)

Rnds 18–19: Sc around. (42)

Finish off.


BOTTOM OF SHELL

Begin in beige.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnds 7–8: Sc around. (36)

Finish off. Leave a generous tail length for sewing.
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HEAD

Begin in green.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnds 6–10: Sc around. (30)

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward. Starting from the MR, insert the safety eyes into Rnd 7. From the center of the MR facing forward, the safety eyes will be 13 sts apart (the MR being 1 st with 6 sts on both sides of the MR hole).

Rnd 11: *Sc 3, Inv dec* around. (24)

Stuff the head firmly with fiberfill and continue to stuff throughout Rnds 12–17.

Rnd 12: *Sc 2, Inv dec* around. (18)

Rnd 13: *Sc, Inv dec* around. (12)

Rnds 14–17: Sc around. (12)

Finish off and leave a tail for sewing.


FINS (MAKE 4)

Begin in green.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnds 4–5: Sc around. (18)

Finish off and pull the yarn through. Leave a tail for sewing. Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.


ASSEMBLY

ATTACHING THE SHELL


	1. When sewing on the bottom of the turtle, to give it more of a stomach, the stitch count will be off from the back loops only. To remedy this, for every 6th st, you will reenter the same stitch when coming back down into the beige underbelly. As you can see in the photo, the needle is being inserted into the same stitch the working yarn came from.
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EMBROIDERING DETAILS


	1. Using the white tail and a darning needle, you’ll pull the white tail through the shell to create detail. Pull from Rnd 7 where the increases are, and pull through until the next increase (6 sts apart), and pull through.






[image: 1]



	2. Continue this until you have six “lines” in place.
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	3. From each intersecting line where the yarn meets, embroider your yarn and pull down from each of these points and insert where the white and beige yarn meet.
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	4. Attach all four fins and the head onto the bottom of the body using the safety pins.
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	5. Now that all your pieces are stuffed and ready to attach, sew them all on! Shown is the placement and how they should be attached from below.

	6. Use your black and pink yarn to embroider the face, including the lashes, blush, and smile. Insert the center mouth stitch into the second rnd below the MR. Embroider both ends across to each eye, making the smile 8 sts wide.
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◁ BREEZY BEACH HAT

Finished dimensions: about 3" high × 6.25" wide (8 × 16 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




I never worried about the sun growing up, and, unfortunately, I sustained many sunburns. Ever since then, I’ve been proactive about wearing a hat and sunscreen to avoid the negative effects of too much sun, and that was the inspiration for this project.

This pattern utilizes the crab stitch, which is crocheted on the border. You’ll also learn how to widen your crochet while keeping it flat.


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)



Yarn in:


	Beige (55 yards [50 m])

	Light blue (20 yards [18 m])

	Black (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery

	Pink (15 inches [38 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook

Stitch markers


ABBREVIATIONS

Ch: Chain



MR: Magic ring

Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Inc: Increase

Inv dec: Invisible decrease

YO: Yarn over

FLO: Front loops only

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the round/row


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Magic Ring (MR)



Front Loops Only (FLO)

Sewing into the Back Loops Only

Embroidering Faces

Invisible Decrease (Inv dec)



MAIN BODY

Begin in beige.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnds 8–14: Sc around. (42)

Insert the safety eyes into Rnd 10 with 9 sts in between.

Rnd 15: In FLO, *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Rnd 16: *Sc 7, Inc* around. (54)

Rnd 17: *Sc 8, Inc* around. (60)

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.

Rnd 18: *Sc 9, Inc* around. (66)

Rnd 19: *Sc 10, Inc* around. (72)

Rnd 20: *Sc 11, Inc* around. (78)

Rnd 21: *Sc 12, Inc* around. (84)

Rnd 22: *Sc 13, Inc* around. (90)

For the next round, we will be performing the crab stitch to give our border some texture. Instead of normally crocheting to the right, our accustomed way of single crocheting thus far, we will be working single crochets backwards—to the left. Be sure to flip your work so the right side is facing outward before beginning.

Rnd 23: Ch 1. YO and insert into the next st on the LEFT (st 90 from the previous rnd). Sc across. (90)
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BOTTOM BASE

Begin in beige.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Finish off and leave a tail for sewing.


BOW

Ch 107.



Row 1: In the second ch from the hook, Sc. Sc across. (106) In the last st, Sc two more times into the same st (3 in total). Your work will begin to turn.

Row 2: Now that your work has turned, Sc into the next st on the bottom side of your chain. Sc across. Sl st into final st. (110)

Finish off and pull the yarn through. Weave in the ends and knot off.
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ASSEMBLY


	1. On the bottom base of the hat, use a darning needle to sew into the back loops left from Rnd 15. This will be underneath the hat; be sure to stuff firmly as you work on closing it.

	2. For the bow, wrap the bow piece around the main body and twist around both ends.
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	3. Pinch one side to create a loop. Wrap around and pull through to create the bow.
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	4. Embroider the face with lashes, blush, and smile. Insert the center smile stitch into Rnd 11 and both ends into Rnd 10. The smile will be 7 sts wide.
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◁ SURF’S UP SURFBOARD

Finished dimensions: about 6.75" high × 2.5" wide (17 × 6 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




I am proud to say I have been on a surfboard, although I’ve mostly done windsurfing. This pattern reminds me of those fun times and the quality time I got to spend with my father. This pattern is worked completely flat, and you can practice some color changes.


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)



Yarn in:


	White (25 yards [23 m])

	Orange (10 yards [9 m])

	Gray (15 yards [14 m])

	Black (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery

	Pink (15 inches [38 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook

Stitch markers


ABBREVIATIONS

Ch: Chain



Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Inc: Increase

Inv dec: Invisible decrease

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the round/row


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Attaching Pieces



Changing Yarn Colors

Embroidering Faces

Invisible Decrease (Inv dec)

Attaching Two Panels

Knotting Off and Weaving In Ends
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PANELS (MAKE 2)

Start in white. (Check your counting from Rows 1 through 10.)



Ch 3.

Row 1: In third ch from the hook, Sc. (1)

Row 2: Ch 1, turn. Inc. Note the first ch does not count as a st throughout. (2)

Row 3: Ch 1, turn. *Inc* to end. (4)

Row 4: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (4)

Row 5: Ch 1, turn. Inc, Sc into the next 2 sts, Inc. (6)

Row 6: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (6)

Row 7: Ch 1, turn. Inc, Sc into the next 4 sts. Inc. (8)

Row 8: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (8)

Row 9: Ch 1, turn. Inc, Sc into the next 6 sts. Inc. (10)

Rows 10–20: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (10)

Switch to orange yarn by pulling your orange yarn through the last two loops of the last Sc (st 10 of Rnd 20). (See Changing Yarn Colors, here.)

Rows 21–25: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (10)

Switch to gray yarn by pulling your gray yarn through the last two loops of the last single crochet (st 10 of Rnd 25).

Rows 26–27: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (10)

Row 28: Ch 1, turn. Inv dec, Sc 6 sts, Inv dec. (8)

Row 29: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (8)

Row 30: Ch 1, turn. Inv dec, Sc into the next 4 sts, Inv dec into last 2 sts. (6)

Row 31: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (6)

Row 32: Ch 1, turn. Inv dec, Sc into the next 2 sts, Inv dec. (4)

With the first panel, finish off and weave the tail in to knot off.

With the second panel, do NOT finish off or cut off the yarn. Keep the working yarn attached to the panel; you will use this to attach the panels together.

Instead of inserting your safety eyes in the same row, they will be spread across different rows. Insert the safety eyes into Row 8 and Row 18 with 7 sts in between.


TAIL FIN

Ch 5.



Row 1: Starting in the third ch from the hook, Sc across. (4)

Row 2: Ch 1, turn. *Inv dec* to end. Note the first ch does not count as a st throughout. (2)

Row 3: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (2)

Row 4: Ch 1, turn. Inv dec. (1)

Row 5: Ch 1, turn. Sc. (1)

Finish off and pull the yarn through. Leave a tail for sewing.


ASSEMBLY

MAIN BODY


	1. First attach the panels. (See Attaching Two Panels, here, if needed.) Place the panel that still has the working yarn and safety eyes on top.

	2. Starting on the bottom of the gray yarn, Ch 1 and Sc into the first st from the hook. Sc through both panels up until the tipof the surfboard.
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	3. Into the tip of the surfboard, at the corner st, Sc 3 into the same st. This will naturally begin to turn your work.

	4. Sc through both panels all the way down the side until the next corner st below. Sc × 2 into the bottom left corner. Be sure to fill your project with fiberfill as you work.

	5. Sc across until the beginning corner/ st. Sl st into the final st.



TAIL FIN


	1. Lay both panels flat on top of one another; the panel with the working yarn st attached will be facing forward.

	2. Ch 1, insert the hook into first st from the hook.

	3. Sc across into both panels up until the corner st; Sc 3 into the corner st.

	4. Sc across the next side up until the following corner; Sc 3 into the corner st.

	5. Sc across and Sl st into the first corner you began in.

	6. Sew the fin onto the body of the surfboard with half in the gray zone and half in the orange zone of the board.
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	7. Embroider the face using the black and pink yarn, including the lashes, blush, and smile. Insert the center mouth stitch into Row 13. Embroider both ends across with the smile being 7 sts wide.
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◁ SANDY BEACH PAIL

Finished dimensions: about 5.5" high × 4.5" wide (14 × 11 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




Nothing beats a day at the beach playing in the sand, and one of my fondest beach memories is being with my siblings and my best friend’s family. We’d grab our little beach pails and shovels and try to build the most durable wall as the water slowly came closer and closer. It was fun reminiscing while creating this project.

You’ll have the option of attaching the pail’s handle in an up or down position, and the pattern is a great opportunity to practice your stuffing skills.


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)



Yarn in:


	Red (15 yards [14 m])

	Light yellow (15 yards [14 m])

	Light blue (55 yards [50 m])

	Dark blue (10 yards [9 m])

	Beige (5 yards [5 m])

	Black (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery

	Pink (15 inches [38 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook

Stitch markers


ABBREVIATIONS

MR: Magic ring



Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Inc: Increase

FLO: Front loops only

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the round/row


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Magic Ring (MR)



Back Loops Only (BLO)

Sewing into the Back Loops Only

Changing Yarn Colors

Attaching Two Panels

Embroidering Faces

Working Yarn and Tail Yarn



MAIN BODY

Begin in light blue. You’ll start from the bottom of the pail and work your way upward.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Pull the tail through to make sure it’s on the right side. We will use this to sew.

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 8: In FLO, Sc around. (42) Your work will start to move upward when finished.

Rnds 9–18: Sc around. (42)

Rnd 19: *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Rnds 20–25: Sc around. (48)

Rnd 26: Sc 48. In the last two loops of your light blue yarn, pull through with your dark blue yarn to switch colors. (48)

Rnd 27: Sc around. (48)

Rnd 28: In FLO, Sc around. (48)

Rnds 29–30: Sc around. (48)

Finish off and weave in your ends to knot off.

Insert the safety eyes into Rnd 20 with 9 sts in between.


SAND TOP

Begin in light yellow.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnds 8–9: Sc around. (42)

Finish off. Leave a generous-length tail to sew with.


HANDLE

Begin in red.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Leave the tail visible.

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.

Rnds 2–38: Sc around. (6)

Finish off and pull the yarn through. Leave a generous tail length to sew with.

While crocheting, be sure to firmly stuff the tube as you go. Adding extra fiberfill every 5 rnds is a good number to hit.


SAND DOLLAR (MAKE 2)

Begin in beige.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

After finishing the first circle, finish off and leave a tail for sewing.

For the second circle, do NOT finish your work off. You will use this to crochet the panels together.


	1. Lay both panels flat on top of one another. Taking the yarn from the top panel that is not finished off, insert your hook through both panels. Perform a Sc.

	2. Sc through both panels all the way around. (See Attaching Two Panels, here, if needed.)

	3. With white yarn, pull through the center. Embroider up, down, left, right, and in the space between each direction to create a “star” shape.
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ASSEMBLY


	1. Attach the sand top to the main body by sewing into the back loops left behind the rim on the main body (Rnd 28). With your darning needle, insert your hook and weave through. (See Sewing into the Back Loops Only, here.) After every sixth loop woven through, you will weave back into the same st on the yellow sand. (See here in the Thrilled Turtle for an example of this.) Stuff firmly while seaming together.

	2. With your project stuffed, embroider the face using the black and pink yarn with lashes, blush, and smile. Insert the center smile stitch into Rnd 19 and both ends into Rnd 20. The smile will be 7 sts wide.

	3. With the face still visible, sew the handles onto (not underneath) the dark blue rim.
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	4. Attach the sand dollar on the sand at the top of the pail, hanging slightly over the rim.




[image: image]
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◁ BOUNCY BEACH BALL

Finished dimensions: about 4" high × 4" wide (10 × 10 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




Crocheting a ball shape is a blast. This vibrant striped beach ball is great practice for changing yarn colors and will keep your mind stimulated from start to finish. Seeing the final product is the reward for all that mindfulness.


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)



Yarn in:


	Orange (25 yards [23 m])

	Turquoise (25 yards [23 m])

	White (10 yards [9 m])

	Black (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery

	Pink (15 inches [38 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook

Stitch markers


ABBREVIATIONS

MR: Magic ring



Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Inc: Increase

Inv dec: Invisible decrease

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the round/row


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Magic Ring (MR)



Changing Yarn Colors

Embroidering Faces

Invisible Decrease (Inv dec)

Attaching Pieces

Sewing the Hole Shut



MAIN BODY

Begin in orange.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Color-changing rounds will begin here and onward, so get your turquoisecolored yarn ready!

Rnd 5: *In orange, Sc 3, Inc. Change color to turquoise through the last two loops on your final Sc. In turquoise, Sc 3, Inc. Change color to orange through the last two loops on your final Sc.* Repeat this step all the way around the round. Your round will always start in orange and end in turquoise. (30)

Leaving slack will be important so your project doesn’t have too much pull. When changing color, leave an extra amount for tugging to tighten later on. As seen in the bottom photo, there is plenty of orange yarn left when changing back to this color. You do not need to cut the yarn each time.

Rnd 6: *In orange, Sc 4, Inc. Change color to turquoise through the last two loops on your final Sc. In turquoise, Sc 4, Inc. Change color to orange through the last two loops on your final Sc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *In orange, Sc 5, Inc. Change color to turquoise through the last two loops on your final Sc. In turquoise, Sc 5, Inc. Change color to orange through the last two loops on your final Sc* around. (42)

Rnd 8: *In orange, Sc 6, Inc. Change color to turquoise through the last two loops on your final Sc. In turquoise, Sc 6, Inc. Change color to orange through the last two loops on your final Sc* around. (48)

Rnds 9–16: *In orange, Sc 8. Switch to turquoise yarn by pulling it through the last two loops on your last Sc. Sc 8 with turquoise. Switch to orange yarn by pulling it through the last two loops on your last Sc* around. (48)
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Your work will look very messy at this point since we are leaving so much slack when switching colors. Pull each one to make it a little more snug and flip your work so the right side is facing outward.

Rnd 17: *In orange, Sc 6, Inv dec. Switch to turquoise yarn by pulling it through the last two loops of Inv dec. In turquoise, Sc 6, Inv dec. Switch to orange yarn by pulling it through the last two loops of Inv dec* around. (42)

Rnd 18: *In orange, Sc 5, Inv dec. Switch to turquoise yarn by pulling it through the last two loops of Inv dec. In turquoise, Sc 5, Inv dec. Switch to orange yarn by pulling it through the last two loops of Inv dec* around. (36)

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.

Rnd 19: *In orange, Sc 4, Inv dec. Switch to turquoise yarn by pulling it through the last two loops of Inv dec. In turquoise, Sc 4, Inv dec. Switch to orange yarn by pulling it through the last two loops of Inv dec* around. (30)

Insert safety eyes into Rnd 11, 9 sts apart. The loose slack will fill a lot of your doll, but you may add some more fiberfill to make it even more filled.

Rnd 20: *In orange, Sc 3, Inv dec. Switch to turquoise yarn by pulling it through the last two loops of Inv dec. In turquoise, Sc 3, Inv dec. Switch to orange yarn by pulling it through the last two loops of Inv dec* around. (24)

Rnd 21: *In orange, Sc 2, Inv dec. Switch to turquoise yarn by pulling it through the last two loops of Inv dec. In turquoise, Sc 2, Inv dec. Switch to orange yarn by pulling it through the last two loops of Inv dec* around. (18)

Rnd 22: *In orange, Sc, Inv dec. Switch to turquoise yarn by pulling it through the last two loops of Inv dec. In turquoise, Sc, Inv dec. Switch to orange yarn by pulling it through the last two loops of Inv dec* around. (12)

Rnd 23: *In orange, Inv dec. Switch to turquoise yarn by pulling it through the last two loops of Inv dec. In turquoise, Inv dec. Switch to orange yarn by pulling it through the last two loops of Inv dec* around. (6)

Close the hole and weave the yarn through to knot off.
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SAFETY PADS (MAKE 2)

Begin in white.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Finish off. Leave the tail for sewing.


ASSEMBLY


	1. Use a darning needle to sew one safety pad on the top and one on the bottom of the beach ball.

	2. With your project stuffed, embroider the face with lashes, blush, and smile. Insert the center smile stitch in Rnd 12 and both ends into Rnd 11. The smile will be 7 sts wide.
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CHAPTER 7

FOOD AND DRINK

With all the food and drink options available, I think this selection of patterns will fit anyone’s appetite: a slice of pizza, a loaf of bread, boba and green tea, and candy. In this chapter, you’ll learn how to sew a variety of small details that will give your projects life. Of course, food and drink come in an array of colors, so feel free to adjust the hues however you please.
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◁ PALATABLE PIZZA

Finished dimensions: about 5" wide × 6" long (13 × 15 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




Pizza is a classic. Looking back on my childhood while I was making this pattern, I was amazed at how pizza was part of so many important events. I’m not terribly ambitious with my toppings, but I do have some real-life experience—before taking up crochet, I worked in a pizza shop for almost two years.

This pattern is worked flat, with no magic ring, and you’ll learn how to sew the pieces together and create a crab stitch border.


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)



Yarn in:


	Yellow (20 yards [18 m])

	Red (10 yards [9 m])

	Tan (10 yards [9 m])

	Black (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery

	Pink (15 inches [38 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook

Stitch markers


ABBREVIATIONS

Ch: Chain



MR: Magic ring

Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Inc: Increase

YO: Yarn over

BLO: Back loops only

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the round/row


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Back Loops Only (BLO)



Changing Yarn Colors

Attaching Two Panels

Working along the Edge

Magic Ring (MR)

Embroidering Faces
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MAIN BODY

Begin in yellow. You’ll be starting from the bottom tip and working up to the crust.



Ch 3.

Row 2: Ch 1, turn. Inc. Note the first ch does not count as a st throughout. (2)

Row 3: Ch 1, turn. *Inc* across. (4)

Row 4: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (4)

Row 5: Ch 1, turn. Inc, Sc 2, Inc. (6)

Row 6: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (6)

Row 7: Ch 1, turn. Inc, Sc 4, Inc. (8)

Row 8: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (8)

Row 9: Ch 1, turn. Inc, Sc 6, Inc. (10)

Row 10: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (10)

Row 11: Ch 1, turn. Inc, Sc 8, Inc. (12)

Row 12: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (12)

Row 13: Ch 1, turn. Inc, Sc 10, Inc. (14)

Row 14: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (14)

Row 15: Ch 1, turn. Inc, Sc 12, Inc. (16)

Row 16: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (16)

Row 17: Ch 1, turn. Inc, Sc 14, Inc. (18)

Row 18: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (18)

Row 19: Ch 1, turn. Inc, Sc 16, Inc. (20)

Row 20: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (20)

Row 21: Ch 1, turn. Inc, Sc 18, Inc. (22)

Switch to red.

Rows 22–24: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (22)

Switch to tan.

Row 25: Ch 1, turn. Sc across in BLO. Refer to the image above for help. (22)

Rows 26–28: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (22)

Insert the safety eyes into Rnd 18 with 9 sts in between on the same panel as the working yarn.

For the first panel, finish off. Weave the tail into the project. When you finish the second panel, do NOT finish off. Keep your working yarn still connected—you’ll use this to crochet the panels together.


PEPPERONI (MAKE 3)

Begin in red.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Finish off. Leave the tail for sewing and cut the tail from the MR.


ASSEMBLY

ATTACHING THE PIZZA PANELS


	1. Lay the panels flat on top of one another. Keep the panel with the working yarn and safety eyes on top. With the bottom panel, make sure the BLO are facing outward.

	2. Ch 1, insert the hook into the first corner st through both panels. Sc into the first st.

	3. Sc down 3 more sts, and switch to red. Sc in the next 3 sts, and switch to yellow. Sc across until the corner. (See Changing Yarn Colors, here, and Working along the Edge, here.)

	4. Once you reach the tip of the pizza (corner), Sc × 3 into the same st—your work will naturally turn. Sc across until the next side of red sauce, and switch to red. Sc in the next 3 sts, and change to tan.

	5. In tan, Sc into the next 3 sts. Sc 2 into the same st as your last (3 in total).

	6. Before the last row of Scs, be sure to stuff your pizza firmly all the way down to the bottom.

	7. Crochet across until the beginning st.

	8. Now we’ll use the crab stitch for the crust. (See here in the Astral Alien project for reference, if needed.) Ch 1. Insert hook into the st behind the current st.
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	9. YO and pull through to do a Sc.

	10. Sc all the way across, moving to the right. Finish off and weave in to knot off.
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SEWING ON THE DETAILS


	1. You can now sew the pepperoni onto the bottom half of the pizza—the placement is up to you! You may sew in a zigzag shape, or even completely vertical.

	2. Embroider the face, using the black and pink yarn, including the lashes, blush, and smile. Insert the center mouth stitch into Row 17. Embroider both ends into Row 18 and make the smile 7 sts wide.
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◁ BUTTERY BREAD

Finished dimensions: about 4" wide × 3.25" high (10 × 8 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




Although some people have a strained relationship with bread (too many carbs, too much gluten, etc.), I guarantee this loaf of bread is the perfect addition to any diet. You’ll learn how to add fun appliques to your doll and discover a new way to sew the main body together, adding another technique to your repertoire.


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)



Yarn in:


	Tan (50 yards [45 m])

	Off-white (10 yards [9 m])

	Yellow (5 yards [5 m])

	Black (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery

	Pink (10 inches [25 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook

Stitch markers


ABBREVIATIONS

Ch: Chain



MR: Magic ring

Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Inc: Increase

Inv dec: Invisible decrease

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the round/row


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Magic Ring (MR)



Knotting Off and Weaving In Ends

Working along the Edge

Attaching Pieces

Embroidering Faces

Invisible Decrease (Inv dec)



MAIN BODY

Begin in tan.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 8: *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Rnd 9: *Sc 7, Inc* around. (54)

Rnds 10–17: Sc around. (54)

Finish off and pull the yarn through. Weave in the ends.

Insert the safety eyes into Rnd 14 with 9 sts in between. Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.


BREAD BASE (BOTTOM)

Begin in tan.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 8: *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Rnd 9: *Sc 7, Inc* around. (54)

Finish off. Leave a generous tail length for sewing.
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BREAD STREAKS (MAKE 2)

Begin in beige.



Ch 3.

Row 1: Sc in the second ch from the hook. (1)

Row 2: Ch 1, turn. Inc. Note the first ch does not count as a st throughout. (2)

Rows 3–12: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (2)

Row 13: Ch 1, turn. Inv Dec. (1)

Next you’ll work around the sides to create a clean border.


Border:


	Ch 1, Sc into the next st on the side of your project (to the left).

	Sc across until you reach the last st of the working piece. Into the last corner st, Sc 3. This will naturally make it begin to turn.

	Sc across the other side now until you reach the corner st.

	Sc 3 into the last corner st.

	Sl st in following st. (31)





Finish off, leaving a generous tail for sewing. (See Working along the Edge, here, if needed.)


BUTTER

Begin in yellow.



Ch 4.

Row 1: Starting in the third ch from the hook, Sc across. (3)

Row 2: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. Note the first ch does not count as a st. (3)


ASSEMBLY


	1. First you’ll attach the main body to the base of the bread. When seaming together, take your yarn into your darning needle and weave upward.
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	2. Instead of going back down into the next sts, start from the bottom and insert upward again, moving to the left.

	3. Shown is how your stitches will begin to look. Be sure to stuff your work firmly while sewing your pieces closed.

	4. Next, attach the remaining three pieces to the top of the bread. Take notice of the angle at which the bread stripes are going. They are not perfectly straight, but rather angled.
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	5. Sew on the square of butter.

	6. Embroider the face, including the lashes, blush, and smile, using black and pink yarn. Insert the center smile stitch into Rnd 15, in between the eyes. This will be 7 sts wide.




[image: image]






[image: image]




◁ BUBBLY BOBA TEA

Finished dimensions: about 3.5" wide × 6" high (9 × 15 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




Boba tea is also known as bubble tea, tapioca milk tea, and pearl milk tea. This is by far my favorite dessert drink. This Taiwanese tea is popular everywhere, and I wanted to show my appreciation for the treat with this bubbly boba. Boba tea comes in lots of flavors and colors, so the shades of yarn you use are up to you.


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)



Yarn in:


	Light purple (45 yards [41 m])

	Light yellow (5 yards [5 m])

	Black (5 yards [5 m])

	Pink (10 inches [25 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook

Stitch markers


ABBREVIATIONS

MR: Magic ring



Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Inc: Increase

BLO: Back loops only

FLO: Front loops only

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the round/row


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Magic Ring (MR)



Back Loops Only (BLO)

Sewing into the Back Loops Only

Attaching Pieces

Embroidering Faces

Working Yarn and Tail Yarn



MAIN BODY

Begin in light purple. You’ll begin at the bottom and work your way upward.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 8: *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Rnd 9: Sc around in BLO. (48)

Your work will begin to move upward.

Rnds 10–22: Sc around. (48)

Switch to white.

Rnd 23: Sc around. (48)

Rnd 24: Sc around in FLO. (48)

Rnds 25–26: Sc around. (48)

In Rnds 25 and 26, your project will flip around the edge.

Finish off. Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.

Insert the safety eyes into Rnd 18 with 9 sts in between.


CUP TOP

Begin in white.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 8: *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Finish off and leave a tail for sewing into the main body.


STRAW

Begin in yellow.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Pull your tail through the first round so it is still visible. This will make it easier to sew onto the top of the cup.

Rnd 2: *Sc, Inc* around. (9)

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.

Rnds 3–11: Sc around. Sl st in the very last stitch. (9) In the final st of Rnd 12, Sl st.

Finish off. The straw will not be stuffed with any fiberfill. Weave in the tail from Rnd 12.


BOBA BUBBLES (MAKE 10)

Begin in black.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Sl st into the next st (st 1 from the MR) to join. Finish off. Leave the tail for sewing and cut the initial tail from the MR, leaving a small length.


ASSEMBLY


	1. With the top portion of your drink, use your darning needle and tail end to sew into the back loops on the body portion of your doll (Rnd 24 of the body). As you get closer to closing, begin stuffing your doll. To keep the top and bottom flat, be mindful of how much you stuff with fiberfill!

	2. With your project stuffed, you can now start sewing on the black boba. Using safety pins can be helpful. Sew along the bottom with any pattern you wish. As you can see here, I went high, low, high, low, and repeated around.
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	3. With all the boba sewn on, attach the last piece, the straw. Using the tail pulled from the MR, sew onto the top of the boba toward the left side. (The placement is optional.)
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	4. Using black and pink yarn, embroider the face! Insert the starting mouth stitch into Rnd 17. The smile will be 7 sts wide.
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◁ GENTLE GREEN TEA

Finished dimensions: about 5" wide × 5.25" high (13 × 13.3 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




Green tea has so many healthful properties—it’s no wonder many people drink it daily. I’m a huge fan. A warm cup of tea and crochet go together perfectly. Crochet is so meditative, and I think tea helps elevate that. In this project, you’ll sew on some fun details and learn how to crochet leaves.


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)



Yarn in:


	Light gray (50 yards [46 m])

	Green (15 yards [14 m])

	Black (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery

	Pink (10 Inches [25 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook

Stitch markers


ABBREVIATIONS

Ch: Chain



MR: Magic ring

Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Hdc: Half double crochet

Dc: Double crochet

Inc: Increase

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the round/row


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Magic Ring (MR)



Sewing into the Back Loops Only

Attaching Pieces

Embroidering Faces

Knotting Off and Weaving In Ends

Changing Yarn Colors



MAIN BODY

Begin in gray. You’ll start from the bottom of the cup and work your way upward toward the rim.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 8: *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Rnds 9–21: Sc around. (48)

Switch to green yarn by pulling through the last two loops of your last Sc in Rnd 21 (see Changing Yarn Colors on this page).

Rnd 22: Sc around. (48)

Switch back to gray.

Rnd 23: In FLO, Sc around. (48)

Rnd 24: Sc around. (48) You will now be able to “flip” the rim over.

Finish off.

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.

Insert the safety eyes into Rnd 16 with 9 sts in between. You’ll count from where you began, the bottom of the cup, and count upward.


GREEN TEA TOP

Begin in green.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 8: *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Finish off. Leave a tail for sewing.
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LEAVES (MAKE 2)

Begin in green.



Ch 5, leaving a generous-length tail for sewing when creating the slip knot.

Row 1: Sl st into the second ch from the hook, Sc, Hdc. Dc 6 into the final st. (9)

Your work will begin to turn, so you will now be working on the bottom side of your foundation chain.

Row 2: Hdc, Sc, Sl st. The final st will be the tip. (3)

Finish off. With the tail you left in the center of the leaf, seam through the back st and bring it to the bottom of the leaf. This makes it simple to sew with!
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HANDLE

Begin in gray.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.

Rnds 2–21: Sc around. (6)

Be sure to stuff with fiberfill while you work. Finish off. Leave the tail for sewing.


BOTTOM RING

Begin in gray.



Rnd 1: Sc 5 into MR. (5)

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward.

Rnds 2–32: Sc around. (5)

Be sure to stuff with fiberfill while you work. This is an even smaller tube, so it’s important to be mindful. Finish off. Leave the tail for sewing.


ASSEMBLY


	1. Use the tail attached to the green top portion of your green tea to sew into the back loops left on the main body where the “rim” is located (Rnd 23). Be sure to stuff firmly in this step.

	2. Pin the bottom ring in place and sew. Seam together and pull your tail in through the body. Come out the other end and secure the front of the ring too, knotting off once all is secured.
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	3. Pin the handle in place and sew onto the body with a “curve.” Begin with the top portion, and seam through Rnd 18 on the lower end and Rnd 21 for the higher portion. On the bottom half of the handle, seam around and through Rnds 7 and 10.

	4. On the top, at the rim above the left safety eye, sew on the leaves with the remaining tail you created. The leaves can point away from another, but the positioning is optional.

	5. Embroider the face with eyelashes, blush, and a smile, using the black and pink yarn! Insert the center smile stitch into the center of the eyes, but in Rnd 15. The smile will be 7 sts wide.
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◁ CELEBRATION CANDY

Finished dimensions: about 6.5" wide × 3" high (17 × 8 cm)

(Using worsted weight yarn and a 4 mm hook; may vary slightly due to tension)




I have a difficult time ending meals without sweets. We all have a bit of a sweet tooth, and I think making this sweet little Celebration Candy hits the spot. There’s always a reason to celebrate wins, and this candy amigurumi reminds me to enjoy the small ones as well as the big.

With this pattern, you’ll learn how to manipulate a rectangle shape and give it a scrunched look to create a fun wrapper.


MATERIALS

Worsted Weight / #4 (Medium)



Yarn in:


	Pink (45 yards [41 m])

	White (5 yards [5 m])

	Black (20 inches [51 cm]) for face embroidery



Darning needle

Fiberfill

Two 12 mm safety eyes

Safety pins

Scissors

G (4 mm) crochet hook

Stitch markers


ABBREVIATIONS

Ch: Chain



MR: Magic ring

Sts: Stitches

Sl st: Slip stitch

Sc: Single crochet

Inc: Increase

Inv dec: Invisible decrease

**: Repeat stitches within the asterisks

( ): Stitch count at the end of the round/row


TUTORIALS TO REFERENCE

Magic Ring (MR)



Sewing a Hole Shut

Working along the Edge

Changing Yarn Colors

Embroidering Faces

Invisible Decrease (Inv dec)

Knotting Off and Weaving In Ends



MAIN BODY

Begin in pink. The pattern will start at the top of the candy.



Rnd 1: Sc 6 into MR. (6)

Rnd 2: *Inc* around. (12)

Rnd 3: *Sc, Inc* around. (18)

Rnd 4: *Sc 2, Inc* around. (24)

Rnd 5: *Sc 3, Inc* around. (30)

Rnd 6: *Sc 4, Inc* around. (36)

Rnd 7: *Sc 5, Inc* around. (42)

Rnd 8: *Sc 6, Inc* around. (48)

Rnds 9–16: Sc around. (48)

Rnd 17: *Sc 6, Inv dec* around. (42)

Rnd 18: *Sc 5, Inv dec* around. (36)

Rnd 19: *Sc 4, Inv dec* around. (30)

Flip your work so the right side is facing outward. Insert the safety eyes into Rnd 13, with 9 sts in between. Begin stuffing your work firmly with fiberfill as you continue.

Rnd 20: *Sc 3, Inv dec* around. (24)

Rnd 21: *Sc 2, Inv dec* around. (18)

Rnd 22: *Sc, Inv dec* around. (12)

Rnd 23: *Inv dec* around. (6)

Sew the hole shut and finish off. Pull the yarn through and weave the tail into your project to knot off.
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WRAPPERS (MAKE 2)

Begin in pink.



Ch 8.

Row 1: Starting in the third ch from the hook, Sc across. (6)

Rows 2–6: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. Note the first ch does not count as a st throughout. (6)

Switch to white.

Rows 7–12: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (6)

Switch to pink.

Rows 13–18: Ch 1, turn. Sc across. (6)

In the next row, we’ll Sc the border. (See Changing Yarn Colors, here, and Working along the Edge, here.)

Row 19: Ch 1. With your pink yarn, Sc across the side of your work. In the last Sc of pink, switch to white by pulling the white yarn through the last two loops of your Sc. Sc across in white. When reaching the pink section, switch to pink by pulling the pink yarn through the last two loops of your Sc.

Sc 2 into the first corner, continue single crocheting, and Sc 2 into the next corner. Sc across in the corresponding colors and switch when needed as we did before. Sc × 2 into the final corner st.

Finish off. Weave in all your tails, but leave a tail in the corner of your choosing for sewing. This will be used to pinch your wrappers together.


ASSEMBLY


	1. Pinch together your wrappers. Both pink ends should have a visible fold, along with a single fold of the white yarn as well.






[image: 1]



	2. Once pinched, use the leftover tail that’s on the same side of the work being pinched. Using your darning needle, seam through all the folds. Weave back through and wrap to knot off.
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	3. With this same tail, sew the wrapper onto each side of the body of the candy.

	4. The final step is to embroider the face, as well as weave your ends in! Insert the center mouth stitch into Rnd 14 and make it 7 sts wide.
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This book is dedicated to those trying to express themselves one way or another through the fiber arts and becoming a Yarn Punk they can be proud of! Amigurumi is just one form of crochet, and I hope it’s something you can resonate with as much as I do.
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