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Hexagons


Move over, granny square, there’s a new kid in town and it’s about to show you a thing or two about who’s cool in crochet.

 

Now, I’ve nothing against granny squares – they’re good fun and easy to make, that’s for sure – but this book is going to prove how much more versatile a hexagon can be. You see, whereas squares can only make square-ish, boxy shapes, a hexagon can be manipulated to create some pretty amazing constructions. Don’t believe me? Just take a flick through these pages to find patterns to make socks, mittens, bags and the most divine cardigan, all from the humble hexie.

Before we get started, let’s quickly establish the correct terminology for describing a hexagon: the six edges are called ‘sides’ and the corners are called ‘vertices’ in their plural form or ‘vertex’ as singular. Maths lesson over.

This book takes you through ten basic hexagons, with written patterns and charts to guide you. The basic motifs include the solid hexie (best for any project where you don’t want holes), the light and airy lacy hexie (perfect for lightweight garments) to the famous African Flower (beautiful and decorative). There’s nothing tricky about crocheting a hexagon of course – just think of it as a granny square with two more sides.

The patterns are all based on these, with a few tweaks in between and where needed some half-hexies too. Lots of the projects are created with multiple motifs. Here you’ll find out about different ways to join them, many will be stitched whilst others are crocheted and some are even joined as-you-go, a technique which saves both time and patience. Others are created from one giant hexie, where rounds are added to the motif until the right size is achieved; perfect for quick and easy projects. The real beauty of the ten patterns is that they can be mixed and matched: if you’re not a fan of one motif used in a project, simply swap it for another. You know it will work, because they’re all the same shape.

The projects have been chosen to showcase the hexie and demonstrate exactly what they are all about. Use them to crochet homewares, accessories and garments – everything from coasters and placemats to toys, rugs, and blankets. And hexies work in any type of yarn, too. From fine sock-weight yarns to super-chunky merino and just about everything in between. Sizing information for garments is available in the Techniques section.

 

So what are you waiting for? Let’s get hooking hexies!
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The Hexie


The hexies in this book are written in joined rounds. This means that unless you’re told otherwise the right side of the motif is always facing you. The beginning of each round will start with a chain of stitches to mimic the first stitch and finish with a slip stitch to join.

The ten patterns are written continuously, without colour changes. If you want to change colour at the beginning of a new round, it’s best to begin in one of the vertices (corners) and simply start from the part of the round which describes a corner turn – it will usually look like ‘(tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp’.

The number in brackets at the end of each round gives the number of stitches (not including chain stitches) for that round.
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Motif One: THE GRANNY HEXIE


It seems only fitting that we give a nod to our old friend, the Granny square. Here, instead of a traditional cluster of three treble stitches, we use two, otherwise something very odd happens to the shape!

Rnd 1: ch 4, all in 4th ch from hook: tr 1, ch 1, *tr 2, ch 1; rep from * four more times, sl st to 4th ch to join. (12)

Rnd 2: sl st across into 1ch-sp, (ch 3, tr 1, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1) in same 1ch-sp, *(tr 2, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1) in next 1ch-sp; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (24)

Rnd 3: sl st across into 1ch-sp, (ch 3, tr 1, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1) in same 1ch-sp, tr 2 in next 1ch-sp, ch 1, *(tr 2, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1) in next 1ch-sp, tr 2 in next 1ch-sp, ch 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (36)

Rnd 4: sl st across into next 1ch-sp, (ch 3, tr 1, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1) in same 1ch-sp, (tr 2, ch 1) in each 1ch-sp to vertex, *(tr 2, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1) in next 1ch-sp, (tr 2, ch 1) in each 1ch-sp to vertex; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (48)

Rnds 5 onwards: rep rnd 4.
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Motif Two: THE SOLID HEXIE


With the only gaps being at its corners, this motif is good for solid projects, where you need stability and structure.

Rnd 1: ch 2, dc 6 in 2nd ch from hook, sl st to 1st dc to join. (6)

Rnd 2: ch 3 (counts as tr 1 here and throughout), tr 1 in same st as ch 3, ch 1, *(tr 2, ch 1) in next st; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (12)

Rnd 3: ch 3, tr 1, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 1ch-sp, *tr 2, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 1ch-sp; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (24)

Rnd 4: ch 3, *tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp; rep from * around, tr 1 in each st to end, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (36)

Rnds 5 onwards: rep rnd 4.
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Motif Three: THE LACY HEXIE


Tall stitches and chain stitches create this modern lace motif.

Rnd 1: ch 5, all in 5th ch from hook: dtr 2, ch 2, *dtr 3, ch 2; rep from * four more times, sl st to 5th ch to join. (18)

Rnd 2: ch 4, dtr 2, (dtr 1, ch 3, dtr 1) in 2ch-sp, *dtr 3, (dtr 1, ch 3, dtr 1) in 2ch-sp; rep from * around, sl st to 4th ch to join. (30)

Rnd 3: ch 5 (counts as dtr 1 and ch 1), sk 1 st, dtr 1, ch 1, (dtr 2, ch 3, dtr 2) in 3ch-sp, ch 1, sk 1 st, *dtr 1, ch 1, sk 1 st, dtr 1, ch 1, sk 1 st, (dtr 2, ch 3, dtr 2) in 3ch-sp, ch 1, sk 1 st; rep from * around, sl st to 4th ch to join. (36)
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Motif Four: THE CIRCLE IN A HEXIE


Similar to the solid hexie, this circular version creates a structured motif with few gaps.

Rnd 1: ch 4, tr 11 in 4th ch from hook, sl st to 4th ch to join. (12)

Rnd 2: ch 3, tr 1 in same st as ch 3, tr 2 in each st around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (24)

Rnd 3: ch 1, dc 1 in same st as ch 1, htr 1, (htr 1, ch 1, htr 1) in next st, htr 1, *dc 1, htr 1, (htr 1, ch 1, htr 1) in next st, htr 1; rep from * around, sl st to 1st dc to join. (30)

Rnd 4: ch 3, *tr 1 in each st to 1ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 1ch-sp; rep from * until 2 sts remaining, tr 2, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (42)
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Motif Five: THE SUNBURST HEXIE


Small clusters of stitches make this a pretty and versatile motif.

Rnd 1: ch 4, tr 11 in 4th ch from hook, sl st to 4th ch to join. (12)

Rnd 2: ch 3, tr2-cl in same st as ch 3, ch 1, *tr3-cl, ch 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (12)

Rnd 3: sl st across into 1ch-sp, ch 2, (puff, puff, ch 1) in each 1ch-sp around, sl st to 1st puff to join. (24)

Rnd 4: sl st across into 1ch-sp, (ch 3, tr 2, ch 1, tr 3) in same 1ch-sp, tr 3 in next 1ch-sp, *(tr 3, ch 1, tr 3) in next 1ch-sp, tr 3 in next 1ch-sp; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (54)
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Motif Six: THE FLOWER HEXIE


This motif uses clusters of tall stitches to create the petals of this pretty little flower.

Rnd 1: ch 3, puff six times in 3rd ch from hook, sl st to 1st puff to join. (6)

Rnd 2: ch 5, (ttr2-cl, ch 2, ttr3-cl, ch 3) in same st as ch 5, *(ttr3-cl, ch 2, ttr3-cl, ch 3) in next st; rep from * around, sl st to 1st ttr2-cl to join. (12)

Rnd 3: sl st into 2ch-sp, ch 3, tr 2 in same 2ch-sp, (tr 3, ch 2, tr 3) in 3ch-sp, *tr 3 in 2ch-sp, (tr 3, ch 2, tr 3) in 3ch-sp; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (54)
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Motif Seven: THE AFRICAN FLOWER HEXIE


Beautifully constructed, this eye-catching motif is perfect for decorative projects. This motif comes to life when colour changes are used. To create the petals, make sure you use the same colour for rounds 3 and 4. As there are no vertices until the last round, change colour at the beginning of each round as in the pattern.

Rnd 1: ch 2, dc 6 in 2nd ch from hook, sl st to 1st dc to join. (6)

Rnd 2: ch 3, tr 1 in same st as ch 3, ch 1, *tr 2 in next st, ch 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (12)

Rnd 3: sl st into next 1ch-sp, (ch 3, tr 1, ch 1, tr 2) in 1ch-sp, *(tr 2, ch 1, tr 2) in next 1ch-sp; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (24)

Rnd 4: sl st into next 1ch-sp, ch 3, tr 6 in same 1ch-sp, *tr 7 in next 1ch-sp; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (42)

Rnd 5: ch 1, dc 1 in same st as ch 1, dc 6, 1 spike dc (see Techniques: Special Stitches) between clusters from rnd 3, *dc 7, 1 spike dc between clusters from rnd 3; rep from * around, sl st to 1st ch to join. (48)

Rnd 6: all in BLO, ch 3, tr 2, (tr 1, ch 1, tr 1) in next st, *tr 7, (tr 1, ch 1, tr 1) in next st; rep from * until 4 sts remaining, tr 4, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (54)
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Motif Eight: THE TEXTURED HEXIE


Raised stitches can be used to decorative effect and provide texture to your project. Here, front post stitches create lines of interest. See Techniques for how to work front post stitches.

Rnd 1: ch 4, tr 11 in 4th ch from hook, sl st to 4th ch to join. (12)

Rnd 2: ch 3, tr 1 in same st as ch 3, (tr 1, fptr 1) in next st, *tr 2 in next st, (tr 1, fptr 1) in next st; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (24)

Rnd 3: ch 3, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in next st, tr 1, fptr 1, *tr 1, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in next st, tr 1, fptr 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (30)

Rnd 4: ch 3, tr 1, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 2, fptr 1, *tr 2, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 2, fptr 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (42)

Rnd 5: ch 3, tr 2, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 3, fptr 1, *tr 3, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 3, fptr 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (54)
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Motif Nine: THE BOBBLE HEXIE


In order to make the bobble stitches pop, you’ll need to turn your work over, with the wrong side facing. Just follow the instructions and it’ll work out fine.

Rnd 1: ch 3, all in 3rd ch from hook: tr 1, ch 1, *tr2-cl, ch 1; rep from * four more times, sl st to 1st tr to join. (6)

Rnd 2: ch 2, tr 1 in same st as ch 2, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 1ch-sp, *tr2-cl in next st, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 1ch-sp; rep from * around, sl st to 1st tr to join. TURN. (18)

Rnd 3: ch 2, tr3-cl in same st as ch 2, dc 1, (dc 1, ch 2, dc 1) in 2ch-sp, dc 1, *tr4-cl in next st, dc 1, (dc 1, ch 2, dc 1) in 2ch-sp, dc 1; rep from * around, sl st to 1st tr3cl to join. TURN. (30)

Rnd 4: ch 2, tr 1 in same st as ch 2, tr 2, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 2, *tr2-cl in next st, tr 2, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 2; rep from * around, sl st to 1st tr to join. (42)
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Motif Ten: THE TREFOIL HEXIE


Chain stitches are used to create this decorative, but simple pattern.

Rnd 1: ch 3, all in 3rd ch from hook: tr2-cl, ch 1, *tr3-cl, ch 1; rep from * four more times, sl st to 1st tr2-cl to join. (6)

Rnd 2: sl st into next 1ch-sp, ch 5 (counts as tr 1 and ch 2) in same 1ch-sp, tr 1 in same st as ch 5, (tr 1, ch 1, tr 1) in next st, *(tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in next 1ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 1, tr 1) in next st; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (24)

Rnd 3: sl st into next 2ch-sp, ch 5, tr 1 in same 2ch-sp as ch 5, ch 4, sk 2 sts, dc 1 in 1ch-sp, ch 4, sk 2 sts, *(tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, ch 4, sk 2 sts, dc 1 in 1ch-sp, ch 4, sk 2 sts, rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (18)

Rnd 4: sl st into 2ch-sp, ch 5, tr 1 in same 2ch-sp as ch 5, tr 1, tr 2 in 4ch-sp, ch 1, tr 2 in next 4ch-sp, tr 1, *(tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 1, tr 2 in 4ch-sp, ch 1, tr 2 in next 4ch-sp, tr 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (48)

Rnd 5: ch 1, dc 1 in same st as ch 1, (dc 1, ch 1, dc 1) in 2ch-sp, dc 1 in each st to 1ch-sp, dc 1 in 1ch-sp, *dc 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (dc 1, ch 1, dc 1) in 2ch-sp, dc 1 in each st to 1ch-sp, dc 1 in 1ch-sp; rep from * around until 3 sts remaining, dc 3, sl st to 1st dc to join. (66)
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The Projects


All of the projects in this section are made with versions of the ten motifs; some use lots of motifs joined together (see the Techniques section for a quick how-to) and some use one, large hexie with the pattern extended. You can use the same yarn I used or choose your own.
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Sunburst Bag


Using pretty, pastel shades in a range of neutrals, this bag is the perfect accessory for any season. A modified sunburst hexie motif and join-as-you-go technique creates a sturdy fabric, which means that this bag doesn’t need lining.
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You will need


	1 ball each of Rico Essentials Cotton DK (100g) in Silver (03), Silver Grey (24), Grey (25), Gold (26), Natural (51), Bronze (53), Olive Grey (81), Taupe (89) and Beige (91)

	15cm (6in) pair of wooden circular bag handles

	4mm (US G6) crochet hook



Tension

Each hexie measures 7cm (2¾in) across

Finished size

35 x 25cm ((13¾ x 9¾in) including handles



 


BAG

Make 50 hexies and join using the braided join-as-you-go technique (see Techniques). Follow the diagram for the layout of the hexies, joining the blue edges together, the orange edges together and sewing closed the edges of the 4 hexies at the bottom of the bag.

Use one colour for rounds 1 and 2 and choose another for round 3. Rounds 1 and 2 are the same as for the Sunburst Hexie.

Rnd 1: using colour 1, ch 4, tr 11 in 4th ch from hook, sl st to 4th ch to join. (12)

Rnd 2: ch 3, tr2-cl in same st as ch 3, ch 1, *tr3-cl, ch 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (12)

Rnd 3: (braided JAYG), using colour 2, and beginning in any 1ch-sp, ch 3, tr 2 in same 1ch-sp, (tr 2, ch 1, tr 2) in next 1ch-sp, *tr 3 in next 1ch-sp, (tr 2, ch 1, tr 2) in next 1ch-sp; rep from * around. (42)

Fasten off and weave in ends.

TO FINISH

Once the hexies have been joined to make the bag shape, fold the top 3 hexies in half to encase the lower part of one of the handles and stitch securely closed. Repeat for the other side.
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Star Blanket


The solid hexie really shows off its talent in this show-stopper blanket. The hexies use two colours in such a way that they create magical star shapes when put together.
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You will need


	10 balls of Scheepjes Stone Wash XL (50g) in Smokey Quartz (854)

	3 balls of Scheepjes Stone Wash XL (50g) in Larimar (868)

	2 balls of each of Scheepjes Stone Wash XL (50g) in Coral (856), Brown Agate (862), Obsidian (869), Boulder Opal (844), Yellow Jasper (849), Moon Stone (841)

	6mm (US J10) crochet hook



Tension

Each hexie measures 17cm (6¾in) unjoined

Finished size

105 x 130cm (41 x 51in)



 


BLANKET

This pattern is slightly different to a traditional solid hexie as the colours are changed in the middle of the round and the hexies are turned over at the end of each round.

SOLID HEXIES (MAKE 8)

Use Smokey Quartz for all hexies in this section.

Rnd 1: 4ch, all in 4th ch from hook: tr 1, ch 1, *tr 2, ch 1; rep from * four more times, sl st to 4th ch to join. (12)

Rnd 2: ch 3, tr 1, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 1ch-sp, *tr 1 in each st to 1ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 1ch-sp; rep from * four more times, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (24)

Rnds 3 – 5: ch 3, *tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp; rep from * five more times, tr 1 in each st to end, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (60)

Fasten off.

HALF HEXIES (MAKE 6)

Use Smokey Quartz for all half hexies in this section.

Row 1: 4ch, all in 4th ch from hook: (tr 2, ch 1) twice, tr 3, turn over. (8)

Row 2: ch 3, tr 1 in same place as ch 3, *tr 1 in each st to 1ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 1ch-sp, rep from * once more, tr 1 in each st to last st, tr2 in last st, turn over. (14)

Rows 3 – 5: rep row 2. (32)

Fasten off.
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TWO COLOUR HEXIES

Use Smokey Quartz for the first colour in each hexie. For the second colour make 6 hexies (2 stars) in each of Coral, Brown Agate, Obsidian, Boulder Opal, Yellow Jasper, Moon Stone, and 9 hexies (3 stars) in Larimar.

Rnd 1: using Smokey Quartz, 4ch, all in 4th ch from hook: tr 1, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1, change colour, (tr 2, ch 1) four times, sl st to 4th ch to join, turn over. (12)

Rnd 2: ch 3 in 1ch-sp just made, tr 1 in each st to 1ch-sp, *(tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 1ch-sp, tr 1 in each st to 1ch-sp; rep from * two more times, tr 1 in 1ch-sp, change to Smokey Quartz, tr 1 in same 1ch-sp, tr 1 in each st to 1ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 1ch-sp, tr 1 in each st to 1ch-sp, tr 1 in 1ch-sp, ch 2, sl st to 3rd ch to join, turn over. (24)

Rnd 3: ch 3 in 2ch-sp just made, tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, tr 1, change colour, tr 1 in 2ch-sp, tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, *(tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp; rep from * two more times, tr 1 in 1ch-sp, sl st to 3rd ch to join, turn over. (36)

Rnd 4: ch 3 in 2ch-sp just made, tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, *(tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp; rep from * two more times, tr 1 in 2ch-sp, change to Smokey Quartz, tr 1 in same 2ch-sp, tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, tr 1 in 2ch-sp, ch 2, sl st to 3rd ch to join, turn over. (48)

Rnd 5: rep rnd 3. (60)

Fasten off.

To join hexies, put RS together and use the whip stitch through the back loops only of each hexie. Follow chart for placement.

Fasten off and weave in ends.
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Cosy Cardigan


Your eyes are not deceiving you. I kid you not, this cardigan is made out of two granny hexies joined together with a little extra added around the sleeves and bottom edge. This pattern is written to fit a medium size, but its simplicity means that it can be adjusted to fit any size, from tiny babe to full-grown adult.
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You will need


	Stylecraft Bellissima DK (100g) in Double Denim (3931); S/M: 4 balls, L: 5 balls, XL: 6 balls

	5.5mm (US I9) crochet hook



Tension

16 sts and 8 rows in pattern to 10cm (4in) square

Finished size

S/M, L, XL (see Techniques: Garment Sizing)



 


FRONT AND BACK (MAKE 2 ALIKE)

The cardigan is made up of 2 large hexies which are then folded to make an ‘L’ shape for each half of the cardigan. We are using the Granny pattern but with 3tr instead of 2tr. This means the hexies will be ruffled but they will sit flat when folded into the ‘L’ shape.

Rnd 1: ch 4, all in 4th ch from hook: tr 2, ch 1, *tr 3, ch 1; rep from * four more times, sl st to 4th ch to join. (18)

Rnd 2: sl st across into 1ch-sp, (ch 3, tr 2, ch 2, tr 3, ch 1) in same 1ch-sp, *(tr 3, ch 2, tr 3, ch 1) in 1ch-sp; rep from * four more times, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (36)

Rnd 3: sl st across into 2ch-sp, (ch 3, tr 2, ch 2, tr 3, ch 1) in same 2ch-sp, (tr 3, ch 1) in next 1ch-sp, *(tr 3, ch 2, tr 3, ch 1) in 2ch-sp, (tr 3, ch 1) in next 1ch-sp; rep from * four more times, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (54)

Rnd 4: sl st across into 2ch-sp, (ch 3, tr 2, ch 2, tr 3, ch 1) in same 2ch-sp, (tr 3, ch 1) in each 1ch-sp to 2ch-sp, *(tr 3, ch 2, tr 3, ch 1) in 2ch-sp, (tr 3, ch 1) in each 1ch-sp to 2ch-sp; rep from * four more times, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (72)

Rnd 5 – 21 for S/M (or to fit for this and other sizes): rep rnd 4.

Fasten off.
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CHECK THE FIT

Before sewing the pieces together, you need to make sure that the fit is right. Fold the hexagons to create two ‘L’ shapes and place them together.

Now pin the pieces together along the back seam and across the top. Try the cardigan on to check how it fits. You can easily add more rows here to make the cardigan wider.

Once you’re happy with the fit, use a whip stitch to sew the seams together and remove the pins.
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TO LENGTHEN THE SLEEVES

Rnd 1: With RS facing, begin in any 1ch-sp and ch 3, tr 2 in same 1ch-sp, (tr 3, ch 1) in each 1ch-sp around, sl st to 3rd ch to join.

Rnd 2: sl st across into 1ch-sp, ch 3, tr 2 in same 1ch-sp, (tr 3, ch 1) in each 1ch-sp around, sl st to 3rd ch to join.

Rnd 3 – 6 for S/M (or to fit for this and other sizes): rep rnd 2.

Rnd 7: (ch 3, tr 2) in same 1ch-sp, ch 1, *tr4tog over next two 1ch-sp, ch 1, tr 3 in next 1ch-sp, ch 1; rep from * around, (tr 3, ch 1) in last 1ch-sp, sl st to 3rd ch to join, sl st into next 1ch-sp. (31)

Rnd 8: (ch 3, tr 2) in same 1ch-sp, ch 1, *tr4tog over next two 1ch-sp, ch 1, tr 3 in next 1ch-sp, ch 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join, sl st into next 1ch-sp. (20)

Rnd 9: ch 1, *dc 3, dc 1 in ch1-sp, dc 1, dc 1 in 1ch-sp; rep from * four more times, sl st to 1st dc to join.

Rnds 10 – 17: ch 1, dc 1 in each st around, sl st to 1st dc to join.

Fasten off and weave in ends.

TO LENGTHEN THE HEM

Row 1: With RS facing, begin in 2ch-sp at the right side of the bottom edge, ch 4, (tr 3, ch 1) in each 1ch-sp to 2ch-sp, tr 1 in 2ch-sp, turn.

Row 2: ch 3, (tr 2, ch 1) in first 1ch-sp, (tr 3, ch 1) in each remaining 1ch-sp, tr 2 in 4ch-sp at end, tr 1 in 3rd ch of 4ch-sp, turn.

Row 3: ch 4, (tr 3, ch 1) in each 1ch-sp, tr 1 in top of ch 3 from previous row, turn.

Rows 4 – 14 (or until length is achieved): rep rows 2 and 3 alternately.

Row 15: work 1dc in each st evenly around bottom and side edges of cardigan.

Rows 16 – 17: ch 1, dc 1 in each st around, sl st to 1st dc to join.

Fasten off and weave in ends.
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Linen Lace Tee


Hexies in one colour show off the stunning lace design of this lightweight summer top. Choose a natural yarn in linen, cotton or bamboo for the perfect results.
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You will need


	Stylecraft Linen Drape DK (100g) in Natural (3901); S/M: 5 balls, L: 6 balls, XL: 7 balls

	4.5mm (US 7) crochet hook

	4mm (US G6) crochet hook



Tension

A completed hexie (as per written pattern) measures 15.5cm (6in) across

Finished size

S/M: 55cm (21¾in) wide x 50cm (19¾in) shoulder seam to hem (see Techniques: Garment Sizing for other sizes).

The size of the finished garment is determined by the stitches used in round 4: For Small, use treble crochet stitches; for Medium, use double-treble crochet stitches as pattern; for Large, use triple-treble stitches; for Extra-Large, use double-triple-treble stitches.


HEXIES (MAKE 30)

Rnd 1: ch 5, all in 5th ch from hook: dtr 2, ch 2, *dtr 3, ch 2; rep from * four more times, sl st to 5th ch to join. (18)

Rnd 2: ch 4, dtr 2, (dtr 1, ch 3, dtr 1) in 2ch-sp, *dtr 3, (dtr 1, ch 3, dtr 1) in 2ch-sp: rep from * around, sl st to 4th ch to join. (30)

Rnd 3: ch 5 (counts as dtr 1 and ch 1), sk 1 st, dtr 1, ch 1, sk 1 st, (dtr 2, ch 3, dtr 2) in 3ch-sp, ch 1, sk 1 st, *dtr 1, ch 1, sk 1 st, dtr 1, ch 1, sk 1 st, (dtr 2, ch 3, dtr 2) in 3ch-sp, ch 1, sk 1 st; rep from * around, sl st to 4th ch to join. (36)

Rnd 4: (see note about sizing above) ch 4, (dtr 1 in 1ch-sp, dtr 1 in next st) twice, dtr 1, (dtr 2, ch 3, dtr 2) in 3ch-sp, *dtr 2, (dtr 1 in 1ch-sp, dtr 1 in next st) twice, dtr in 1ch-sp, dtr 2, (dtr 2, ch 3, dtr 2) in 3ch-sp; rep from * four more times, dtr 2, dtr 1 in 1ch-sp, sl st to 4th ch to join. (78)
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HALF HEXIES (MAKE 4)

Row 1: ch 5, all in 5th ch from hook: dtr 2, ch 2, (dtr 3, ch 2) twice, 4dtr, turn. (11)

Row 2: ch 5, 1dtr in same st, dtr 3, *(dtr 1, ch 3, dtr 1) in 2ch-sp, dtr 3; rep from * once more, (dtr 1, ch 1, dtr 1) in top of ch 5, turn. (17)

Row 3: ch 5, dtr 2 in 1ch-sp, sk 1 st, (dtr 1, ch 1) twice, *(dtr 2, ch 3, dtr 2) in 2ch-sp, sk 1 st, ch 1, (dtr 1, sk 1 st, ch 1) twice; rep from * once more, dtr 2 in 1ch-sp, ch 1, 1dtr in 4th ch, turn. (20)

Row 4: (see note about sizing above) ch 5, dtr 2 in 1ch-sp, *dtr 2, (1dtr in 1ch-sp, 1dtr in next st) three times, dtr 1, (dtr 2, ch 3, dtr 2) in 3ch-sp; rep from * once more, dtr 2, (1dtr in 1ch-sp, 1dtr in next st) three times, dtr 1, dtr 2 in next 1ch-sp, 1ch, 1dtr in 4th ch. (41)
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TO FINISH

Sew the motifs together as per the diagram. With RS facing, stitch the hexies together using a whip stitch through the BLO of each motif.
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NECK

Rnd 1: using 4mm hook and with RS facing, attach yarn to any stitch and ch 1, dc 1 in each st around, sl st to 1st dc to join. (78)

Rnds 2 – 3: ch 1, dc 1 in each st around, sl st to 1st dc to join.


HEM

Small

Rnd 1: using 4mm hook and with RS facing, attach yarn to a 3ch-sp at the right vertex of a whole hexie, *dc 1 in 3ch-sp, dc 1 in each st across, dc 1 in next 3ch-sp; across a half hexie you will crochet around the stitches at the edge: make dc 3 around each st to centre, dc 1 in centre, make dc 3 around each st to 3ch-sp; rep from * around, sl st to 1st dc to join. (160)

Rnds 2 – 3: ch 1, dc 1 in each st around, sl st to 1st dc to join.

Medium

Rnd 1: using 4mm hook and with RS facing, attach yarn to a 3ch-sp at the right vertex of a whole hexie, *dc 1 in 3ch-sp, dc 1 in each st across, dc 1 in next 3ch-sp; ; across a half hexie you will crochet around the stitches at the edge: make dc 4 around each st to centre, dc 1 in centre, make dc 4 around each st to 3ch-sp; rep from * around, sl st to 1st dc to join. (192)

Rnds 2 – 3: ch 1, dc 1 in each st around, sl st to 1st dc to join.

Large

Rnd 1: using 4mm hook and with RS facing, attach yarn to a 3ch-sp at the right vertex of a whole hexie, *dc 1 in 3ch-sp, dc 1 in each st across, dc 1 in next 3ch-sp; across a half hexie you will crochet around the stitches at the edge: make dc 5 around each st to centre, dc 1 in centre, make dc 5 around each st to 3ch-sp; rep from * around, sl st to 1st dc to join. (224)

Rnds 2 – 3: ch 1, dc 1 in each st around, sl st to 1st dc to join.

Extra Large

Rnd 1: using 4mm hook and with RS facing, attach yarn to a 3ch-sp at the right vertex of a whole hexie, *dc 1 in 3ch-sp, dc 1 in each st across, dc 1 in next 3ch-sp; ; across a half hexie you will crochet around the stitches at the edge: make dc 6 around each st to centre, dc 1 in centre, make dc 6 around each st to 3ch-sp; rep from * around, sl st to 1st dc to join. (256)

Rnds 2 – 3: ch 1, dc 1 in each st around, sl st to 1st dc to join.

Fasten off and weave in ends.
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Spring Garden Shrug


Shrug off any worries about making this fabulous accessory based on the circle in a hexie motif. Perfect for throwing over a summer dress or a tee with jeans, the versatility of this shrug will soon make it a staple in your wardrobe.
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You will need


	1 ball each of Stylecraft Naturals Bamboo and Cotton DK (100g) in Coral (7134), Seafoam (7143), Pale Pink (7132) and Lavender (7163)

	S/M: 2 balls; L/XL: 3 balls of Stylecraft Naturals Bamboo and Cotton DK (100g) in Spring Green (7126) depending on size

	5mm (US H8) crochet hook

	4mm (US G6) crochet hook



Tension

Each hexie (made to M pattern) measures 7.5cm (3in) across

Finished size

S/M: Neck to hem: 36cm (14in); Cuff to cuff 129cm (51in) (see Techniques: Garment Sizing).

The size of the finished garment is determined by the stitches used in round 4: For S, use half-treble crochet stitches; for M, use treble crochet stitches as pattern; for L, use double-treble stitches; for XL, use triple-treble stitches.



 

HEXIES (MAKE 90)

Make rnds 1 – 3 in colour 1, and rnd 4 always in Spring Green. Use traditional join-as-you-go (see Techniques) for the 4th rnd. Follow the chart for arrangement of hexies.

Rnd 1: using 4mm hook, ch 4, tr 11 in 4th ch from hook, sl st to 4th ch to join. (12)

Rnd 2: ch 5 (counts as tr 1 and ch 2), (tr 1, ch 2) in each st around, sl st to 3rd ch to join.

Rnd 3: ch 3, tr 2 in 2ch-sp, *tr 1, tr 2 in 2ch-sp; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (36)

Rnd 4: (see note about sizing above) using 5mm hook, begin between the stitches before a tr 2 in 2ch-sp, ch 3, tr 2 in same space, ch 1, sk 3 sts, (tr 2, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1) between the stitches, *sk 3 sts, tr 3, ch 1 between stitches, sk 3 sts, (tr 2, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1) between the stitches; rep from * four more times, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (42)

Fasten off and weave in ends.

[image: ]
Join blue lines to blue lines and red lines to red lines


HALF HEXIES (MAKE 3)

Row 1: using 4mm hook, ch 4, tr 6 in 4th ch from hook, turn. (7)

Row 2: ch 5 (counts as tr 1 and ch 2), (tr 1, ch 2) five times, tr 1 in last st, turn.

Rnd 3: ch 3, tr 2 in 2ch-sp, *tr 1, tr 2 in 2ch-sp; rep from * to last st, tr 2 in last st, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (20)

Rnd 4: (see note about sizing above) using 5mm hook, ch 3, tr 1 in same space, ch 1, sk 3 sts, (tr 3, ch 1) between the stitches, *sk 3 sts, (tr 2, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1) between stitches, sk 3 sts, (tr 3, ch 1) between the stitches; rep from * once, sk 3 sts, tr 2 in last st. (21)

Fasten off and weave in ends.
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Cosy Poncho


The shape of the hexie lends itself well to this project and the trefoil motif is super-sized for this easy-to-wear, cosy poncho. Choose luxurious merino for beautiful stitch definition and warmth.
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You will need


	Woolly Mahoosive Merino (200g) in Mink; S/M: 4 balls, L/XL: 6 balls

	10mm (US N15) crochet hook



Tension

7 sts and 4 rows in pattern to 10cm (4in) square

Finished size

S/M: 72cm (28¼in) at widest point x 65cm (25½in) shoulder to hem. (See Techniques: Garment Sizing for other sizes).

To make a larger sized poncho, simply crochet additional rounds at the end of the pattern until you are happy with the fit.



 

HEXIES (MAKE 2)

Rnd 1: ch 3, all in 3rd ch from hook: tr2-cl, ch 1, *tr3-cl, ch 1; rep from * four more times, sl st to 1st tr2-cl to join. (6)

Rnd 2: sl st into next 1ch-sp, ch 5 (counts as tr 1 and ch 2) in same 1ch-sp, tr 1 in same 1ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 1, tr 1) in next st, *(tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in next 1ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 1, tr 1) in next st; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (24)

Rnd 3: sl st into 1ch-sp, ch 3, tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, *tr 2, tr 1 in 1ch-sp, tr 2, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp; rep from * four more times, tr 2, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (42)

Rnd 4: ch 3, *tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp; rep from * four more times, tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp; rep from * five times, tr 1 in each st to end, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (54)

Rnd 5: sl st to next st, ch 4 (counts as tr 1 and ch 1), sk 1 st, tr 1 in next st, sk 1 st, ch 1, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, *[ch 1, sk 1 st, tr 1 in next st] four times, sk 1 st, ch 1, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp; rep from * four more times, ch 1, [sk 1 st, tr 1 in next st, ch 1] twice, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (66 including 1ch-sps)

Rnd 6: ch 3, [tr 1 in 1ch-sp, tr 1 in next st] twice, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, *tr 1, [tr 1 in 1ch-sp, tr 1 in next st] five times, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp; rep from * four more times, [tr 1, tr 1 in 1ch-sp] three times, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (78)

Rnds 7 – 8: rep rnd 4 (102)

Rnd 9: ch 3, [tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp] twice, *tr 2, ch 4, sk 2 sts, dc 1 in next st, ch 4, sk 2 sts, tr 3, ch 4, sk 2 sts, dc 1 in next st, ch 4, sk 2 sts, tr 2, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp; rep from * twice more, tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 1 in each st to end, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (90)

Rnd 10: ch 3, [tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp] twice, *[tr 3, tr 2 in 4ch-sp, ch 1, tr 2 in next 4ch-sp] twice, tr 3, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp; rep from * twice more, tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 1 in each st to end, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (120)

Rnd 11: ch 3, [tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp] twice, *tr 6, tr 1 in 1ch-sp, tr 7, tr 1 in 1ch-sp, tr 6, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp; rep from * twice more, tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 1 in each st to end, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (138)

Rnd 12: rep rnd 4. (150)

TO FINISH

With WS together, use whip stitch to create the neck. Join the beginning 5 (7, 9) stitches, or however many give a good fit, in from the last corner (shoulder) before the end and sew along to the shoulder, then stitch along the next side only. Do the same for the other shoulder and one edge.

Make 4 pompoms approx 6cm (2¼in) in diameter (see Techniques: Pompoms) and sew to the bottom four vertices.
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African Flower Skirt


The beautiful African Flower pattern looks stunning when bordered with a dark colour and what better way to show it off than in this fabulous skirt?
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You will need


	1 ball each of Stylecraft Special DK (100g) in Melon (54), Caramel (1420), Gold (1709) and Lincoln (1834)

	S/M: 2 balls, L/XL: 3 balls of Stylecraft Stylecraft Special DK (100g) in Graphite (1063)

	4mm (US G6) crochet hook

	1.5m (6.7yds) of 10mm (½in) wide ribbon



Tension

Each hexie made in pattern measures 10cm (4in) across

Finished size

S/M: Waistband 86.5cm (34in); Length waistband to hem x 47cm (18½in), (see Techniques: Garment Sizing).

The size of the finished garment is determined by the stitches used in round 6: For S, use half-treble crochet stitches; for M, use treble crochet stitches as pattern; for L, use double-treble stitches; for XL, use triple-treble stitches.



 

HEXIES (MAKE 40)

Change colour as directed, choosing your own combinations for the flower, but always work rnd 6 in Graphite.

Rnd 1: using colour 1, ch 2, dc 6 in 2nd ch from hook, sl st to 1st dc to join. (6)

Rnd 2: using colour 2, ch 3, tr 1 in same st as ch 3, ch 1, *tr 2 in next st, ch 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (12)

Rnd 3: using colour 2, sl st into next 1ch-sp, (ch 3, tr 1, ch 1, tr 2) in 1ch-sp, *(tr 2, ch 1, tr 2) in next 1ch-sp; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (24)

Rnd 4: using colour 3, sl st into next 1ch-sp, ch 3, tr 6 in same 1ch-sp, *tr 7 in next 1ch-sp; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (42)

Rnd 5: using colour 4, ch 1, dc 1 in same st as ch 1, dc 6, 1 spike dc (see Techniques) between clusters from rnd 3, *dc 7, 1 spike dc between clusters from rnd 3; rep from * around, sl st to 1st ch to join. (48)

Rnd 6: using Graphite and all in BLO, ch 3, tr 2, (tr 1, ch 1, tr 1) in next st, *tr 7, (tr 1, ch 1, tr 1) in next st; rep from * until 4 sts remaining, tr 4, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (54)

Fasten off and weave in ends.
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HALF HEXIES (MAKE 5)

Row 1 (RS): using colour 1, ch 2, dc 3 in 2nd ch from hook, turn. (3)

Row 2: using colour 2, ch 4 (counts as tr 1 and ch 1), tr 2 in same st as ch 4, ch 1, (tr 2, vch 1) in next st, (tr 2, ch 1, tr 1) in last st, turn. (8)

Row 3: using colour 2, ch 3, tr 2 in 1ch-sp, *(tr 2, ch 1, tr 2) in next 1ch-sp; rep from * once more, tr 2 in next 1ch-sp, tr 1 in top of ch 3, turn. (14)

Row 4: using colour 3, ch 3, tr 3 in same st as ch 3, *tr 7 in next 1ch-sp; rep from * once more, tr 4 in top of ch 3, turn. (22)

Row 5: using colour 4, ch 1, dc 1 in same st as ch 1, dc 3, 1 spike dc between clusters from rnd 3, *dc 7, 1 spike dc between clusters from rnd 3; rep from * once more, dc 4, turn. (25)

Row 6: using Graphite and all in BLO, ch 3, tr 1 in same st as ch 3, *tr 7, (tr 1, ch 1, tr 1) in next st; * rep from * once more, tr 7, tr 2 in last st. (29)

Fasten off and weave in ends.
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TO FINISH

With RS facing, use whip stitch to join hexies together as per chart.
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WAISTBAND

S/M

Rnd 1: with RS facing, begin in any vertex at the right edge of any complete hexie, ch 1, *htr 1 in 1ch-sp, htr 1 in each st to 1ch-sp, htr 1 in 1ch-sp; across a half hexie you will crochet around the stitches at the edge working 21 htr sts evenly across to the next vertex; rep from * around, sl st to 1st htr to join. (160)

Rnd 2: ch 3, tr 1 in each st around.

Rnd 3: ch 1, htr 1 in each st around.

L/XL

Rnd 1: with RS facing, begin in any vertex at the right edge of any complete hexie, ch 1, *htr 1 in 1ch-sp, htr 2 in each st to 1ch-sp, htr 1 in 1ch-sp; across a half hexie you will crochet around the stitches at the edge working 30 htr sts evenly across to the next vertex; rep from * around, sl st to 1st htr to join. (250)

Rnd 2: ch 3, tr 1 in each st around.

Rnd 3: ch 1, htr 1 in each st around.

Fasten off and weave in ends.

To block the skirt, turn inside-out and iron gently on a medium heat. Thread the ribbon evenly through the stitches in rnd 2 of the waistband to create the drawstring.
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Pure Wool Rug


This yarn is something rather special and I had to include it in a pattern. The wonderful Eliza Conway sells these little, rough balls of carpet wool at yarn festivals across the UK for just 50p each. Over the years, my friends and I have collected dozens of these little lemon-shaped balls in all manner of earthy tones and textures and so it seemed fitting to put them to their intended use here.
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You will need


	2 balls each of Eliza Conway Carpet Wool in White, Dusky Pink, Cinnamon, Taupe, Navy

	3 balls each of Eliza Conway Carpet Wool in Mustard, Rust

	5mm (US H8) crochet hook



Tension

Each hexie made in pattern measures 16.5cm (6½in) x 16.5cm (6½in) at widest point

Finished size

68 x 92cm (26¾ x 36¼in)



 

HEXIES (24 IN TOTAL)

Make the following numbers of hexies: Mustard x 5, Rust x 4, White x 3, Pink x 3, Cinnamon x 3, Taupe x 3, Navy x 3

Rnd 1: ch 2, dc 6 in 2nd ch from hook, sl st to 1st dc to join. (6)

Rnd 2: ch 3 (counts as tr 1 here and throughout), tr 1 in same st as ch 3, ch 1, *(tr 2, ch 1) in next st; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (12)

Rnd 3: ch 3, tr 1, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 1ch-sp, *tr 2, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 1ch-sp; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (24)

Rnd 4: ch 3, *tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp; rep from * around, tr 1 in each st to end, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (36)

Rnds 5–6: rep rnd 4. (60)
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TO FINISH

Using the photo as a guide, stitch the hexies together with WS facing, using whip stitch, fasten off and weave in ends.

To block, iron on a high heat, with steam setting and gently press on the reverse.
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Striped Rug


What could be easier than creating a huge hexie in some fairly chunky yarn to make a rug? Choose a mixture of bright and earthy tones to make your rug a show-stopper. If you’d like your rug to be bigger, simply add more yarn to your shopping list and keep repeating the last round of the pattern.
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You will need


	3 balls each of DMC Natura XL (100g) in Black (02), White (03)

	2 balls each of DMC Natura XL (100g) in Teal (07), Olive (84)

	1 ball of DMC Natura XL (100g) in Mustard (92)

	7mm (US K101/2/L11) crochet hook



Tension

5 sts and 6 rows in pattern to 10cm (4in) square

Finished size

Approx. 95cm (37½in) across



 

RUG

Rnd 1: using Mustard, ch 4, tr 11 in 4th ch from hook, sl st to 4th ch to join. (12)

Rnd 2: ch 3, tr2-cl in same st as ch 3, ch 1, *tr3-cl in next st, ch 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (12)

Rnd 3: using black, begin in 1ch-sp, 2ch, (puff, ch 1) twice in each 1ch-sp around, sl st to 1st puff to join. (24 puffs)

Rnd 4: using Teal, begin in 1ch-sp, (ch 3, tr 2, ch 1, tr 3) in same 1ch-sp, tr 3 in next 1ch-sp, *(tr 3, ch 1, tr 3) in next 1ch-sp, tr 3 in next 1ch-sp; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (18 clusters)

Rnd 5: using White, begin in 1ch-sp, (ch 3, tr 1, ch 1, tr 2) in same 1ch-sp, *tr 3 between clusters to 1ch-sp, (tr 2, ch 1, tr 2) in 1ch-sp; rep from * around, tr 3 between clusters to end, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (24 clusters)

Rnd 6: using Black, rep rnd 5. (30 clusters)

Rnd 7: sl st across into sp between clusters, (ch 3, tr 1, ch 1) in sp, *(tr 2, ch 1) in each sp between clusters to 1ch-sp vertex, (tr 2, ch 1, tr 2) in 1ch-sp vertex; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (36 clusters)

Rnd 8: using Olive, begin in 1ch-sp vertex, (ch 3, tr 1, ch 1, tr 2) in same 1ch-sp, *(tr 2, ch 1) in each sp between clusters to 1ch-sp vertex, (tr 2, ch 1, tr 2) in 1ch-sp vertex; rep from * around, (tr 2, ch 1) in each sp between clusters to end, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (42 clusters)

Rnds 9 – 15: rep rnd 8, using the following colours: White, White, Mustard, Teal, Teal, Black, Black. (84 clusters)

Rnd 16: using White, begin in 1ch-sp vertex, (ch 3, tr 1, ch 1, tr 2) in same 1ch-sp, *tr 2 in each sp between clusters to 1ch-sp vertex, (tr 2, ch 1, tr 2) in 1ch-sp, rep from * around, tr 2 in each sp between clusters to end, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (90 clusters)

Rnds 17 – 26: rep rnd 17 in the following colours: Olive, Olive, Mustard, White, White, Teal, Black, Olive, Black, White. (150 clusters)

Rnd 27: using Teal, begin in 1ch-sp, (ch 1, dc 1, ch 2, dc 1) in same 1ch-sp, *dc 1 in each st to 1ch-sp, (dc 1, ch 2, dc 1) in 1ch-sp; rep from * around, dc 1 in each st to end, sl st to 1st dc to join. (312)

Fasten off and weave in ends.

To block, iron on a high heat, with steam setting and gently press on the reverse.
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Tortoise


This cute guy uses small amounts of yarn and is the perfect stash-buster. The legs and head are crocheted in the round in a style used for creating amigurumi, so do not join at the end of each round but continue on to work in a spiral.
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You will need


	1 ball of Stylecraft Classique Cotton DK (50g) in Peppermint (3691), Ivory (3665), Dove (3096), Leaf (3097) and Soft Lime (3663)

	Toy stuffing

	2 x 9mm safety eyes

	Small amount of black embroidery thread

	3.5mm (US E4) crochet hook



Tension

Not critical for this project

Finished size:

25 x 20 x 10cm (9¾ x 8 x 4in) 



 

SHELL (MAKE 2)

Using the granny hexie pattern, make all of the top piece using treble stitches, as usual. For the bottom piece, work rounds 1 to 4 in treble stitches and rounds 5 to 9 in half-treble stitches.

Change colours using photos as a guide.

Rnd 1: ch 4, all in 4th ch from hook: tr 1, ch 1, *tr 2, ch 1; rep from * four more times, sl st to 4th ch to join. (12)

Rnd 2: sl st across into 1ch-sp, (ch 3, tr 1, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1) in 1ch-sp, *(tr 2, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1) in next 1ch-sp; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (24)

Rnd 3: sl st across into 1ch-sp, (ch 3, tr 1, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1) in 1ch-sp, tr 2 in next 1ch-sp, ch 1, *(tr 2, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1) in next 1ch-sp, tr 2 in next 1ch-sp, ch 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (36)

Rnd 4: sl st across into next 1ch-sp, (ch 3, tr 1, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1) in 1ch-sp, (tr 2, ch 1) in each 1ch-sp to vertex, *(tr 2, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1) in next 1ch-sp, (tr 2, ch 1) in each 1ch-sp to vertex; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (48)

Rnds 5–9: rep rnd 4, remembering to use half-treble stitches instead of treble stitches for the bottom shell from here.
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HEAD

Rnd 1: Using Leaf, ch 2, dc 6 in 2nd ch from hook. (6)

Rnd 2: dc 2 in each st around. (12)

Rnd 3: *(dc 2 in next st) 3 times, dc 3; rep from * once. (18)

Rnd 4: *(dc 1, dc 2 in next st) 3 times, dc 3; rep from * once. (24)

Rnd 5: dc 3, (dc 2 in next st, dc 1) twice, dc 2 in next st, dc 7, (dc 2 in next st, dc 1) twice, dc 2 in next st, dc 4. (30)

Rnd 6: dc 4, (dc 2 in next st, dc 1) twice, dc 2 in next st, dc 10, (dc 2 in next st, dc 1) twice, dc 2 in next st, dc 6. (36)

Rnds 7–10: dc 1 in each st around.

Rnd 11: dc 4, (dc2tog, dc 1) twice, dc2tog, dc 10, (dc2tog, dc 1) twice, dc2tog, dc 6. (30)

Rnd 12: dc 3, (dc2tog, dc 1) twice, dc2tog, dc 7, (dc2tog, dc 1) twice, dc2tog, dc4. (24)

Rnd 13: dc 1 in each st around.

Add eyes and stitch nose using pictures as a guide and begin stuffing.

Rnd 14: dc 1 in each st around.

Rnd 15: (dc 2, dc2tog) rep around. (18)

Rnd 16: dc 1 in each st around.

Fasten off, leave long tail of yarn for stitching to body.

LEGS (MAKE FOUR)

Rnd 1: Using Leaf, ch 2, dc 6 in 2nd ch from hook. (6)

Rnd 2: dc 2 in each st around. (12)

Rnd 3: (dc 1, dc 2 in next st) rep around. (18)

Rnds 4–9: dc 1 in each st around.

Fasten off, leave long tail for stitching to body.

TAIL

Rnd 1: Using Leaf, ch 2, dc 6 in 2nd ch from hook. (6)

Rnd 2: dc 1 in each st around.

Rnd 3: (dc 1, dc 2 in next st) rep around. (9)

Rnd 4: dc 1 in each st around.

Rnd 5: (dc 2, dc 2 in next st) rep around. (12)

Rnd 6: dc 1 in each st around.

Rnd 7: (dc 3, dc 2 in next st) rep around. (15)

Rnd 8: dc 1 in each st around.

Fasten off, leave long tail of yarn for stitching to body.

TO FINISH

Stitch the head and tail between the top and bottom shell pieces.

Dc 1 around to join the stitches from the top and bottom. Stuff before closing the last edge.

Stuff the legs and stitch to the bottom of the shell.

Make a few stitches to join the head to the shell to keep it upright. Fasten off and weave in all ends.








Baby Bee Blanket


Make the sweetest gift for a new baby with a hexie baby blanket and lovey (see Baby Bee Lovey). Crocheted using the softest acrylic yarn, this blanket uses a mixture of the solid and bobble motifs for textural interest and sturdiness.
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You will need


	2 balls of Stylecraft Special Aran in Cream (1005)

	1 ball each of Stylecraft Special Aran in Dark Brown (1004), Mocha (1064), Saffron (1081), Camel (1420), Gold (1709)

	6mm (US J10) crochet hook



Tension

12 sts and 7 rows in pattern to 10cm (4in) square

Finished size

Approx. 75cm (29½in) across



 

BLANKET

Rnd 1: using Cream, 4ch, all in 4th ch from hook: tr 1, ch 1, *tr 2, ch 1; rep from * four more times, sl st to 4th ch to join. (12)

Rnd 2: ch 3, tr 1, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 1ch-sp, *tr 1 in each st to 1ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 1ch-sp; rep from * four more times, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (24)

Rnds 3 – 18: ch 3, *tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 1ch-sp; rep from * five more times, tr 1 in each st to end, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (216)

Rnd 19: using Saffron, begin in 2ch-sp, (ch 5, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, (tr 5, popcorn) five times, tr2tog, tr 4, *(tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, (tr 5, popcorn) five times, tr2tog, tr 4; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (222)

Rnd 20: using Gold, begin in 2ch-sp, (ch 5, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 3, popcorn, (tr 5, popcorn) five times, tr 3, *(tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 3, popcorn, (tr 5, popcorn) five times, tr 3; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (234)

Rnd 21: using Camel, begin in 2ch-sp, (ch 5, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 1, popcorn, (tr 5, popcorn) six times, tr 1, *(tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 1, popcorn, (tr 5, popcorn) six times, tr 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (246)

Rnd 22: using Mocha, begin in 2ch-sp, (ch 5, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, (tr 5, popcorn) six times, tr 5, *(tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, (tr 5, popcorn) six times, tr 5; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (258)

Rnd 23: using Dark Brown, begin in 2ch-sp, (ch 5, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 3, popcorn, (tr 5, popcorn) six times, tr 3, *(tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 3, popcorn, (tr 5, popcorn) six times, tr 3; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (270)

Fasten off and weave in ends.
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Baby Bee Lovey


This adorable baby bee lovey matches the Baby Bee Blanket. Why not use the bee pattern on its own and make a whole colony as a sweet mobile above a baby’s cot?
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You will need


	1 ball each of Stylecraft Special Aran in Cream (1005), Dark Brown (1004), Mocha (1064), Saffron (1081), Camel (1420), Gold (1709)

	6mm (US J10) crochet hook

	Toy stuffing

	Black embroidery thread

	Sewing needle



Tension

12 sts and 7 rows in pattern to 10cm (4in) square

Finished size

28cm (11in) across



 

LOVEY

Rnd 1: using Cream, 4ch, all in 4th ch from hook: tr 1, ch 1, *tr 2, ch 1; rep from * four more times, sl st to 4th ch to join. (12)

Rnd 2: ch 3, tr 1, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 1ch-sp, *tr 1 in each st to 1ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 1ch-sp; rep from * four more times, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (24)

Rnds 3 – 6: ch 3, *tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 1ch-sp; rep from * five more times, tr 1 in each st to end, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (72)

Rnd 7: using Saffron, begin in 2ch-sp, (ch 1, dc 1, ch 2, dc 1) in same 2ch-sp, sk 1 st, ch 1, dc 1, sk 1 st, ch 1, dc 1, sk 1 st, ch 1, dc2tog, sk 1 st, ch 1, dc 1, sk 1 st, ch 1, dc 1, sk 1 st, ch 1, *(dc 1, ch 2, dc 1) in 2ch-sp, sk 1 st, ch 1, dc 1, sk 1 st, ch 1, dc 1, sk 1 st, ch 1, dc2tog, sk 1 st, ch 1, dc 1, sk 1 st, ch 1, dc 1, sk 1 st, ch 1; rep from * around, sl st to 1st dc to join. (42)

Rnd 8: using Gold and begin in 2ch-sp, ch 1, *(dc 1, ch 2, dc 1) in 2ch-sp, ch 1, (dc 1 in 1ch-sp, ch 1) across to 2ch-sp; rep from * four more times, (dc 1, ch 2, dc 1) in 2ch-sp, ch 1, (dc 1 in 1ch-sp, ch 1) across to end, sl st to 1st dc to join. (48)

Rnds 9 – 10: rep rnd 8 using Camel and Mocha. (60)

Rnd 11: using Dark Brown, begin in any 2ch-sp, ch 1, *dc 1 in 2ch-sp, ch 1, (dc 1 in 1ch-sp, ch 1) across to 2ch-sp; rep from * four more times, dc 1 in 2ch-sp, ch 1, (dc 1 in 1ch-sp, ch 1) across to end, sl st to 1st dc to join. (60)

Fasten off and weave in ends.

BABY BEE

Work in continuous rounds in the amigurumi style of crocheting, so do not join at the end of each round but continue on to work in a spiral. Use a stitch marker to mark the first stitch of the round to help keep track of the pattern.

Rnd 1: using Saffron, dc 6 in magic ring, or ch 2, dc 6 in 2nd ch from hook. (6)

Rnd 2: dc 2 in each st around. (12)

Rnd 3: (dc 1, dc 2 in next st) around. (18)

Rnd 4: (dc 2, dc 2 in next st) around. (24)

Stitch eyes using black embroidery thread.

Rnds 5 – 6: using Dark Brown, dc 1 in each st around.

Rnds 7 – 8: using Saffron, dc 1 in each st around.

Rnds 9 – 10: using Dark Brown, dc 1 in each st around.

Rnd 11: using Saffron, (dc 2, dc2tog) around. (18)

Rnd 12: (dc 1, dc2tog) around. (12)

Stuff firmly.

Rnd 13: (dc2tog) around. (6)

Sew the sts closed.

WINGS (MAKE 2)

Rnd 1: using Cream, dc 6 in magic ring, or ch 2, dc 6 in 2nd ch from hook. (6)

Rnd 2: dc 2 in each st around. (12)

Fasten off, leaving long tail for sewing to bee.

TO FINISH

Sew wings to bee. Sew bee to centre of lovey.

Fasten off and weave in ends.

[image: ]

[image: ]








Slipper Socks


These cosy socks are made only with hexies. Follow the instructions to make the number you need and then follow the schematic to put them together. Make the basic shape first, then match the colours to see them take shape.
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You will need


	1 ball of Stylecraft Special DK (100g) in Cream (1005)

	1 ball of Lion Brand Ferris Wheel (85g) in Buttercup (605)

	4mm (US G6) crochet hook

	5mm (US H8) crochet hook



Tension

Each hexie made with a 4mm hook should measure 7cm (2¾in), and each hexie made with a 5mm hook should measure 7.5cm (3in)

Finished size

To fit UK shoe size 5 to 6



 

To make these fit a bigger or smaller sized foot, you’ll need to fine-tune your basic hexie. You can adjust the hook size for starters, or you can add another round. If you need to make the hexie smaller, try substituting the stitches in round two for half-trebles instead.

Three hexies are designed to fit around the circumference of the foot, so once you’ve got a comfortable fit, you’re good to go.

SMALLER HEXIES (MAKE 28)

Make 11 hexies for each foot and 3 for the bottom of each foot, giving a total of 28.

Rnd 1: Using 4mm hook and Buttercup, ch 4, tr 11 in 4th ch from hook, sl st to 4th ch to join. (12)

Rnd 2: ch 3, tr 1 in same st as ch 3, tr 2 in each st around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (24)

Rnd 3: Using Cream, ch 3, (tr 1, ch 1, tr 1) in next st, tr 1, htr 1, *tr 1, (tr 1, ch 1, tr 1) in next st, tr 1, htr 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (30)
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LARGER HEXIES (MAKE 6)

Make 3 hexies for the top of each foot, giving 6 in total.

Rnd 1: Using a 5mm hook and Buttercup, ch 4, tr 11 in 4th ch from hook, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (12)

Rnd 2: ch 3, tr 1 in same st as ch3, tr 2 in each st around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (24)

Rnd 3: Change to a 4mm hook and Cream, ch 3, (tr 1, ch 1, tr 1) in next st, tr 1, htr 1, *tr 1, (tr 1, ch 1, tr 1) in next st, tr 1, htr 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (30)

TO JOIN

With RS facing, whip stitch to join through the outer loops only using Cream, joining same colour edges as shown on the schematic together, and using the larger hexies on the top of each foot. Fasten off and weave in ends.


SLIPPER SOCK SCHEMATIC
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Bobble Cushion


Stitches in a contrasting colour make these little bobbles pop out of the cushion. It’s easy to adapt to any size, simply reduce or continue the rounds of the pattern.
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You will need


	1 ball of Stylecraft Special Aran with wool (400g) in Duck Egg Nepp (2429)

	1 ball of Stylecraft Life DK (100g) in Pebble Nepp (2327)

	1 round cushion insert 46 x 46cm (18 x 18in)

	5mm (US H8) crochet hook



Tension

14 sts and 7 rows in pattern to 10cm (4in) square

Finished size

46 x 46cm (18 x 18in)



 

[image: ]
Making the bobble stitch

This stitch is made as a 6-treble cluster (tr6-cl) which means you will have 7 loops on your hook before the final yarn-over. Change colour on the final yarn-over of the previous stitch, complete the bobble in the new colour and then close the stitch with a chain stitch in the old colour (this chain does not count as a stitch). Make sure you carry the unused colour on the back of your project, working over the yarn with your stitches to encase it.

SIDE (MAKE 2)

Use the Duck Egg Nepp as the main colour, with Pebble Nepp for the tr6-cl bobbles.

Rnd 1: ch 3, all in 3rd ch from hook: tr 1, ch 1, *tr2-cl, ch 1; rep from * four more times, sl st to 1st tr to join. (6)

Rnd 2: ch 2, tr 1 in same st as ch 2, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 1ch-sp, *tr2-cl in next st, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 1ch-sp; rep from * around, sl st to 1st tr to join, TURN. (18)

Rnd 3: ch 2, tr5-cl in same st as ch 2, dc 1, (dc 1, ch 2, dc 1) in 2ch-sp, dc 1, *tr6-cl in next st, dc 1, (dc 1, ch 2, dc 1) in 2ch-sp, dc 1; rep from * around, sl st to 1st tr5-cl to join, TURN. (30)

Rnd 4: ch 2, tr 1 in same st as ch 2, tr 2, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 2, *tr2-cl in next st, tr 2, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 2; rep from * around, sl st to 1st tr to join. (42)

Rnd 5: (all in BLO) ch 3, *tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp; rep from * around, tr 1 in each st to end, sl st to 3rd ch to join, TURN. (54)

Rnd 6: ch 1, dc 1 in same st as ch 1, dc 1, tr6-cl in next st, dc 2, (dc 1, ch 2, dc 1) in 2ch-sp, dc 2, tr6-cl in next st, *dc 3, tr6-cl in next st, dc 2, (dc 1, ch 2, dc 1) in 2ch-sp, dc 2, tr6-cl in next st; rep from * around until 1 st remaining, dc 1, sl st to 1st dc to join, TURN. (66)

Rnd 7: ch 3, tr 1, tr2-cl in next st, tr 3, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 3, tr2-cl in next st, *tr 3, tr2-cl in next st, tr 3, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 3, tr2-cl in next st; rep from * until 1 st remaining, tr 1, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (78)

Rnd 8: rep rnd 5. Make sl st in Pebble Nepp to join, TURN. (90)

Rnd 9: ch 2, tr5-cl in same st as ch 2, dc 3, tr6-cl in next st, dc 3, (dc 1, ch 2, dc 1) in 2ch-sp, dc 3, tr6-cl in next st, dc 3, * tr6-cl in next st, dc 3, tr6-cl in next st, dc 3, (dc 1, ch 2, dc 1) in 2ch-sp, dc 3, tr6-cl in next st, dc 3; rep from * around, sl st to tr5-cl to join, TURN. (102)

Rnd 10: ch 2, tr 1 in same st as ch 2, tr 3, tr2-cl in next st, tr 4, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 4, tr2-cl in next st, tr 3, *tr2-cl in next st, tr 3, tr2-cl in next st, tr 4, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 4, tr2-cl in next st, tr 3; rep from * around, sl st to 1st tr to join. (114)

Rnd 11: rep rnd 5, TURN. (126)

Rnd 12: ch 1, dc 1 in same st as ch 1, dc 1, tr6-cl in next st, dc 3, tr6-cl in next st, 4 dc, (dc 1, ch 2, dc 1) in 2ch-sp, dc 4, tr6-cl in next st, dc 3, tr6-cl in next st, *dc 3, tr6-cl in next st, dc 3, tr6-cl in next st, dc 4, (dc 1, ch 2, dc 1) in 2ch-sp, dc 4, tr6-cl in next st, dc 3, tr6-cl in next st; rep from * until 1 st remaining, dc 1, sl st to 1st dc to join, TURN. (138)

Rnd 13: ch 3, tr 1, tr2-cl in next st, tr 3, tr2-cl in next st, tr 5, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 5, tr2-cl in next st, tr 3, tr2-cl in next st, *tr 3, tr2-cl in next st, tr 3, tr2-cl in next st, tr 5, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 5, tr2-cl in next st, tr 3, tr2-cl in next st; rep from * until 1 st remaining, tr 1, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (150)

Rnd 14: rep rnd 5, make sl st in Pebble Nepp to join, TURN. (162)

Rnd 15: ch 2, tr5-cl in same st as ch 2, dc 3, tr6-cl in next st, dc 3, tr6-cl in next st, dc 5, (dc 1, ch 2, dc 1) in 2ch-sp, dc 5, tr6-cl in next st, dc 3, tr6-cl in next st, dc 3, *tr6-cl in next st, dc 3, tr6-cl in next st, dc 3, tr6-cl in next st, dc 5, (dc 1, ch 2, dc 1) in 2ch-sp, dc 5, tr6-cl in next st, dc 3, tr6-cl in next st, dc 3; rep from * around, sl st to 1st dc to join, TURN. (174)

Rnd 16: ch 2, tr 1 in same st as ch 2, tr 3, tr2-cl in next st, tr 3, tr2-cl in next st, tr 6, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 6, tr2-cl in next st, tr 3, tr2-cl in next st, tr 3, *tr2-cl in next st, tr 3, tr2-cl in next st, tr 3, tr2-cl in next st, tr 6, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 6, tr2-cl in next st, tr 3, tr2-cl in next st, tr 3; rep from * around, sl st to 1st tr to join. (186)

Fasten off and weave in ends.

TO FINISH

With WS facing, join the corresponding stitches from each side: * 1 sl st BLO (front piece only) in each st to 2ch-sp, dc 2 in 2ch-sp; rep from * around. (198)

Fasten off and weave in ends.
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Festival Bag


Feel all those festival vibes with this fringed raffia bag. Made from wood fibres, this yarn is lightweight, but surprisingly strong and so perfect for summer accessories. The pattern is similar to the Textured Hexie pattern with some changes for the finer yarn.
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You will need


	2 balls of King Cole Raffia (50g) in Reeds (1462)

	Shoulder bag strap

	Toggle or button

	4.5mm (US 7) crochet hook



Tension

Not critical for this project

Finished size

21 x 21cm (8¼ x 8¼in) square, excluding tassels



 

BAG FRONT AND BACK (MAKE 2)

Rnd 1: ch 4, tr 11 in 3rd ch from hook, sl st to 4th ch to join. (12)

Rnd 2: ch 3, tr 1 in same st as ch 3, (tr 1, fptr 1) in next st, *tr 2 in next st, (tr 1, fptr 1) in next st; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (24)

Rnd 3: ch 3, (tr 2, ch 2, tr 2) in next st, tr 1, fptr 1, *tr 1, (tr 2, ch 2, tr 2) in next st, tr 1, fptr 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (42)

Rnd 4: ch 3, tr 2, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 3, fptr 1, *tr 3, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 3, fptr 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (54)

Rnd 5: ch 3, tr 3, (tr 2, ch 2, tr 2) in 2ch-sp, tr 4, 1fptr, *tr 4, (tr 2, ch 2, tr 2) in 2ch-sp, tr 4, fptr 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (78)

Rnd 6: ch 3, tr 5, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 6, fptr 1, *tr 6, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 6, fptr 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (90)

Rnd 7: ch 3, tr 6, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 7, fptr 1, *tr 7, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 7, fptr 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (102)

Fasten off and weave in ends.

BAG EDGE

Ch 75.

Row 1: beginning in 4th ch from hook, tr 1 in each st to end. (73)

Fasten off and weave in ends.
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TO FINISH

With WS facing, join the edge to the front piece: beginning at a fptr stitch, sl st through BLO of front piece and FLO of edge piece. Continue around in the same way in each st, working one sl st in each corner 2ch-sp and ending at the fourth fptr from the beginning st. Repeat for back piece.

Sew toggle or button to the front, make a chain long enough to loop around and secure the button and sew to the inside of the back piece.

Cut 52 lengths of 40cm (16in) yarn for the fringing. Fold in half and attach through the loops around the bottom of the bag.

Press lightly with an iron to straighten if needed. Trim fringes to shape. Attach the bag strap through the first few stitches of the bag edge. Fasten off and weave in any remaining ends.
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Bohemian Scarf


This beautiful scarf uses all the colours to create an accessory with impact! This scarf is fun to crochet as it uses a box of colourful minis, which should be picked out at random for each hexie. Using the granny hexie and a traditional join-as-you-go on the last round, it comes together quickly, too.
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You will need


	1 Scheepjes Stone Washed/River Washed Colour Pack (58 x 10g balls)

	4mm (US G6) crochet hook



Tension

Each hexie made in pattern measures 8cm (3in)

Finished size

195 x 25cm (77 x 10in)



 

HEXIES (MAKE 116)

Change colour on each round and use the Join As you Go method on rnd 3 (see Techniques). Join as per diagram.

Rnd 1: ch 4, all in 4th ch from hook: tr 1, ch 1, *tr 2, 1 ch; rep from * four more times, sl st to 4th ch to join. (12)

Rnd 2: sl st across into 1ch-sp, (ch 3, tr 1, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1) in 1ch-sp, *(tr 2, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1) in next 1ch-sp; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (24)

Rnd 3: sl st across into 1ch-sp, (ch 3, tr 1, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1) in 1ch-sp, tr 2 in next 1ch-sp, ch 1, *(tr 2, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1) in next 1ch-sp, tr 2 in next 1ch-sp, ch 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (36)
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HALF HEXIES (MAKE 32)

Work each row from the right side and join the half hexies to the scarf last.

Row 1: ch 4, all in 4th ch from hook, tr 1, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1, tr 2. (6)

Row 2: begin in top of 3ch, ch 3, tr 1 in same st as ch 3, ch 1, (tr 2, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1) in next 1ch-sp, (tr 2, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1) in next 1ch-sp, ch 1, tr 2 in last st. (12)

Row 3: to begin, sl st into 1ch-sp of hexie to the right of where you are joining, then continue JAYG: tr 2 in top of 3ch, ch 1, tr 2 in next 1ch-sp, (tr 2, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1) in next 1ch-sp, tr 2 in next 1ch-sp, ch 1, (tr 2, ch 1, tr 2, ch 1) in next 1ch-sp, tr 2 in next 1ch-sp, ch 1, tr 2 in last st. (18)

Fasten off and weave in ends.
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Trefoil Table Set


These placemats are simple to make and will add a decorative touch to the dinner table.
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You will need


	1 ball each of Scheepjes Stone Washed in Smokey Quartz (802), Larimar (828), Yellow Jasper (809), Coral (816)

	4mm (US G6) crochet hook



Tension

Not important for this project

Finished size

Placemat approx. 28cm (11in) across; coaster approx. 11cm (4¼in) across



 

PLACEMAT (MAKE 1 IN EACH COLOUR)

Rnd 1: ch 3, all in 3rd ch from hook: tr2-cl, ch 1, *tr3-cl, ch 1; rep from * four more times, sl st to 1st tr2-cl to join. (6)

Rnd 2: sl st into next 1ch-sp, ch 5 (counts as tr 1 and ch 2) in same 1ch-sp, tr 1 in same st as ch 5, (tr 1, ch 1, tr 1) in next st, *(tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in next 1ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 1, tr 1) in next st; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (24)

Rnd 3: sl st into next 2ch-sp, ch 5, tr 1 in same 2ch-sp as ch 5, ch 4, sk 2 sts, dc 1 in 1ch-sp, ch 4, sk 2 sts, *(tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, ch 4, sk 2 sts, dc 1 in 1ch-sp, ch 4, sk 2 sts, rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (18)

Rnd 4: sl st into 2ch-sp, ch 5, tr 1 in same 2ch-sp as ch 5, tr 1, tr 2 in 4ch-sp, ch 1, 2tr in next 4ch-sp, tr 1, *(tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 1, 2tr in 4ch-sp, ch 1, tr 2 in next 4ch-sp, tr 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (48)

Rnd 5: ch 3, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, *tr 1 in each st and 1ch-sp to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp; rep from * four more times, tr 1 in each st and 1ch-sp to end, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (66)

Rnd 6: ch 3, tr 1, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, *tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp; rep from * four more times, tr 1 in each st to end, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (78)

Rnd 7: ch 3, *tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 4, ch 4, sk 2 sts, dc 1, ch 4, sk 2 sts; rep from * four more times, tr 1, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (66)

Rnd 8: ch 3, *tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 5, tr 2 in 4ch-sp, ch 1, tr 2 in next 4ch-sp; rep from * four more times, tr 1, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (96)

Rnd 9: ch 3, *tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 8, tr 1 in 1ch-sp; rep from * four more times, tr 1 in each st to end, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (114)

Rnd 10: ch 3, *tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp; rep from * four more times, tr 1 in each st to end, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (126)

Rnd 11: ch 3, *tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 8, ch 4, sk 2 sts, dc 1, ch 4, sk 2 sts; rep from * four more times, tr 1, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (114)

Rnd 12: ch 3, *tr 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 9, tr 2 in 4ch-sp, ch 1, tr 2 in next 4ch-sp; rep from * four more times, tr 1, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (144)

Fasten off and weave in ends.

COASTER

For coaster, work rnds 1 – 5 as for the placemat.
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Wall Hanging


These pretty flower hexies make a stunning wall hanging. Simply find a stick from the woods, crochet six hexies, add tassels and you’re onto a winner!
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You will need


	1 ball each of Paintbox Cotton Aran (50g) in Light Caramel (609), Light Champagne (603), Stormy Grey (605)

	4.5mm (US 7) crochet hook

	Small amount of DMC Petra 3 (5414) for tassels (or use any leftover yarn or embroidery thread)

	Stick approx. 45cm (17¾in) long



Tension

One hexie is 11.5cm (4½in) across

Finished size

(Not including stick)

31 x 40cm (12¼ x 15¾in)



 

HEXIES (MAKE 6)

Rnd 1: using Light Caramel, ch 3, puff six times in 3rd ch from hook, sl st to 1st puff to join. (6)

Rnd 2: using Light Champagne, ch 5, (ttr2-cl, ch 2, ttr3-cl, ch 3) in same st as ch 5, *(ttr3-cl, ch 2, ttr3-cl, ch 3) in next st; rep from * around, sl st to 1st ttr2-cl to join. (12)

Rnd 3: using Stormy Grey, begin in 2ch-sp, ch 3, 2tr in same 2ch-sp, (3tr, ch 2, 3tr) in 3ch-sp, *3tr in 2ch-sp, (3tr, ch 2, 3tr) in 3ch-sp; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (54)

Use whip stitch to join the top three and the second two hexies together. Using the pictures as a guide, attach the hexies together by their vertices.

Make three tassels and sew them to the bottom vertex of the hexagons as in picture.

Weave in all ends.
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Starburst Footstool


Put your feet up in style with this perfect footstool. The beautiful star pattern has been created by extending the textured hexie motif – and I promise you, it looks far more tricky than it is.
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You will need


	300m (328yds) of t-shirt yarn in any brand (1500g)

	10mm (US N15) crochet hook

	Stuffing



Tension

Not important for this project

Finished size

35 x 15cm (13¾ x 6in)



 

FOOTSTOOL

Rnd 1: ch 4, tr 11 in 4th ch from hook, sl st to 4th ch to join. (12)

Rnd 2: ch 3, tr 1 in same st as ch 3, (tr 1, fptr 1) in next st, *tr 2 in next st, (tr 1, fptr 1) in next st; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (24)

Rnd 3: ch 3, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in next st, tr 1, fptr 1, *tr 1, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in next st, tr 1, fptr 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (30)

Rnd 4: ch 3, tr 1, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 2, fptr 1, *tr 2, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 2, fptr 1; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (42)

Rnd 5: ch 3, fptr 1 around fptr 2 sts behind, sk 1 st, tr 1, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 1, fptr 1 around fptr 2 sts ahead, sk 1 st, *tr 3, fptr 1 around fptr 2 sts behind, sk 1 st, tr 1, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, tr 1, fptr 1 around fptr 2 sts ahead, sk 1 st; rep around four more times, tr 2, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (54)

Rnd 6: ch 3, tr 2, fptr 1 around fptr 2 sts behind, sk 1 st, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, fptr 1 around fptr 2 sts ahead, sk 1 st, *tr 7, fptr 1 around fptr 2 sts behind, sk 1 st, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in 2ch-sp, fptr 1 around fptr 2 sts ahead, sk 1 st: rep around four more times, tr 4, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (66)

Rnd 7: ch 3, tr 4, fptr 1 around fptr 2 sts behind, fptr 1 around fptr 2 sts ahead, *tr 11, fptr 1 around fptr 2 sts behind, fptr 1 around fptr 2 sts ahead; rep from * four more times, tr 6, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (78)

Rnd 8: all in BLO, ch 1, dc 1 in every st around, sl st to 1st dc to join.

Rnds 9 – 16: ch 1, dc 1 in every st around, sl st to 1st dc to join.

Rnd 17: all in BLO, ch 1, dc 1 in same st, dc 4, dc2tog, *dc 11, dc2tog; rep from * four more times, dc 6, sl st to 1st dc to join. (66)
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Rnd 18: ch 1, (dc 4, dc2tog) around, sl st to 1st dc to join. (55)

Rnd 19: ch 1, (dc 3, dc2tog) around, sl st to 1st dc to join. (44)

Rnd 20: ch 1, (dc 2, dc2tog) around, sl st to 1st dc to join. (33)

Stuff.

Rnd 21: ch 1, (dc 1, dc2tog) around, sl st to 1st dc to join. (22)

Rnd 22: ch 1, dc2tog around sl st to 1st dc to join. (11)

Rnd 23: ch 1, dc2tog around until 1 st left, dc 1, sl st to 1st dc to join. (6)

Sew closed. Fasten off and weave in ends.
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Patchwork Wristwarmers


These dainty wrist warmers are the perfect stash buster for any leftover bits and bobs of sock yarn. Using a version of the Circle in a Hexie motif and a braided join-as-you-go, they’ll be sure to keep your hands warm on those slightly cooler days.
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You will need


	50g of assorted sock yarns (4-ply)

	2.5mm (US B1/C2) crochet hook



Tension

Each hexie measures approx. 3.5cm (1¼in)

Finished size

Approx 11 cm (4¼in) at widest point x 14cm (5½in) long



 

HEXIES (MAKE 30 PER WRISTWARMER)

Use the chart for placement of hexies, and the braided join-as-you-go technique (see Techniques) for rnd 2 (or rnd 3 if making larger).

Rnd 1: ch 4, tr 11 in 4th ch from hook, sl st to 4th ch to join. (12)

Rnd 2: ch 3, tr 1, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in next st, *tr 2, (tr 1, ch 2, tr 1) in next st; rep from * around, sl st to 3rd ch to join. (16)

Fasten off and weave in ends.

If you need to increase the size, simply add a 3rd rnd to the hexies:

Rnd 3: ch 1, *dc 1 in each st to 2ch-sp, (dc 1, ch 2, dc 1) in 2ch-sp; rep from * four more times, dc 1 in each st to end.
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Quick Makes


These are just a few suggestions for simple projects using hexies. You can follow the patterns and yarn choices I have made, or choose your own favourite hexie pattern, grab some leftover yarn from your stash and transform it into one of these quick little projects!
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COASTER

You will need


	1 ball each Ricorumi DK (25g) in Fox (25), Teal (40), Light Brown (52), Caramel (53)

	3.5mm (US E4) crochet hook



Finished size

Approx 9cm (3½in) across

COASTER

Using colours as shown work the Sunburst Hexie pattern. Fasten off and weave in ends. Make as many as required.
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PIN CUSHION

You will need


	1 ball each Ricorumi DK (25g) in Rose (08), Smoky Rose (10), Salmon (21) and Light Blue (33)

	3.5mm (US E4) crochet hook



Finished size

Approx 9cm (3½in) across

TOP

Using colours as shown work the Circle in a Hexie pattern. Fasten off and weave in ends.

BOTTOM

Using Blue only work the Sunburst Hexie pattern. Fasten off and weave in ends.

Using Blue, and with RS facing, sl st around the edges to join.
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CHRISTMAS DECORATION

You will need


	1 ball each Ricorumi DK (25g) in Emerald (42), White (01), Wine Red (29)

	1 ball of Ricorumi lame (10g) in Gold (002)

	3.5mm (US E4) crochet hook



Finished size

Approx 10cm (4in) across

DECORATION (MAKE 2)

Using colours as shown work the African Flower Hexie pattern. Make a hanging loop in Gold by working ch 12 and stitch securely in place.

Using Emerald, and with RS facing, sl st around the edges to join. Fasten off and weave in ends.
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EARRINGS

You will need


	DMC Stranded embroidery cotton in Pink (353), Brown (356)

	2mm (US B1) crochet hook

	Pair of earring findings



Finished size

Approx 4cm (1½in) across

EARRINGS (MAKE 2)

Using colours as shown work the first 3 rounds of the Granny Hexie. Fasten off and weave in ends.

Attach to earring findings using a pair of pliers to loosen and then tighten the fitting.








Techniques


Here you’ll find lots of tips and tricks for completing your project, whether it be joining hexies together, or finishing things off to perfection.

ABBREVIATIONS

Written patterns usually abbreviate crochet terms to make them easier to read and will often supply a key. You’ll soon get used to working from them and below are the main ones you’ll find.




	



	






	
back loops only


	
BLO





	
back post treble


	
bptr





	
chain


	
ch





	
chain space


	
ch-sp





	
double crochet


	
dc





	
double crochet decrease


	
dc2tog





	
double treble


	
dtr





	
front post treble


	
fptr





	
front loops only


	
FLO





	
half treble


	
htr





	
repeat


	
rep





	
right side


	
RS





	
skip


	
sk





	
slip stitch


	
sl st





	
stitches


	
sts





	
treble


	
tr





	
triple treble


	
ttr





	
wrong side


	
WS





	



	








CHARTS

Crochet charts are a visual representation of a pattern, where symbols are used to depict the stitches rather than words. Each row or round will often be numbered to show you where to begin and in which direction to work. Generally, charts in rows will begin at the bottom, with odd-numbered rows running from right to left and even-numbered rows from left to right.
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UK OR US CROCHET TERMINOLOGY

Crochet patterns can be written in UK or US terms. This means that some stitches have different names. This book uses UK terms, and the differences are shown here.




	



	






	
UK STITCH


	
US STITCH





	
Double crochet (dc)


	
Single crochet (sc)





	
Treble (tr)


	
Double crochet (dc)





	
Half treble (htr)


	
Half double crochet (hdc)





	
Double treble (dtr)


	
Triple crochet (trc)





	
Triple treble (ttr)


	
Double treble (dtr)





	
Quadruple treble (qtr)


	
Triple treble (ttr)





	



	










 

SLIP KNOT

A slip knot forms the very first stitch in most crochet projects. There are several ways to make a slip knot, but this one is the simplest.

1. Make a loop near the end of the yarn ball, leaving a tail. Hold the circle where the strands overlap (A).

2. Using the fingers of your other hand, pull a loop through the circle and place it on the hook. The yarn end can be pulled to tighten the slip knot (B).
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CHAIN STITCH (CH)

A chain of stitches is very useful and can be as long or short as required. When working in rows it provides the foundation of your piece, and in decorative work it can produce 3D shapes and interesting spaces.

1. To make a chain stitch, first make a slip knot with the yarn and secure it on your hook (A and B).

2. Twist your hook to wrap the yarn from the back over the hook towards the front, and under the tip of the hook (this is known as a ‘yarn over hook’ or just ‘yarn over’) (C).

3. Catch the yarn with the tip of the hook and draw it through the loop already on your hook to complete the chain stitch (D).

4. Rep steps 2 and 3 to make as many chain stitches as needed.
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SLIP STITCH (SL ST)

This shallow stitch has almost no height at all and is useful for moving the hook along to a new place or joining stitches together, and it can also be used to create surface detail.

1. To make a slip stitch, insert your hook into the stitch and make a yarn over (E).

2. Draw the yarn through the stitch and the loop on your hook to complete the stitch (F).
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DOUBLE CROCHET (DC)

A double crochet is a sturdy, dense stitch, useful for any project where you need the stitches to be close together.

When working in rows, make a turning chain of 1 (see Turning/Starting Chains), which doesn’t count as a stitch.

1. To make a double crochet, insert your hook into the stitch and make a yarn over (G).

2. Draw the yarn through the stitch (2 loops on hook) (H).

3. Yarn over again (I).

4. Draw the yarn through both loops to complete the stitch (J).
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TREBLE (TR)

A treble stitch differs from a double crochet by being slightly taller. This is achieved by wrapping the yarn around your hook before you begin making the stitch.

Trebles are useful for adding height to your work and are important in making decorative motifs such as granny squares. When working in rows, make a turning chain of 3 (see Turning/Starting Chains), which counts as a stitch.

1. To make a treble, yarn over hook, then insert the hook into the stitch (K).

2. Yarn over hook again and draw the new loop through the stitch (3 loops on hook) (L).

3. Yarn over and draw the yarn through the first 2 loops (M).

4. Yarn over and draw the yarn through both loops to complete the stitch (N).
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HALF TREBLE (HTR)

The half treble is exactly that – half of a treble stitch, and its height is halfway between a double and a treble. Like double crochet, the half treble also creates a fairly dense stitch, but with a little more stretch.

When working in rows, make a turning chain of 2 (see Turning/Starting Chains), which counts as a stitch.

1. To make a half treble, start with a yarn over hook (A).

2. Insert your hook into the stitch, yarn over hook again and draw the new loop through the stitch (3 loops on hook). Yarn over once more and draw the yarn through all 3 loops to finish the stitch (B).
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DOUBLE TREBLE (DTR)

This stitch is a taller version of the treble and is perfect for adding height or lacy details to many patterns.

When working in rows, make a turning chain of 4 (see Turning/Starting Chains), which counts as a stitch.

1. To make the double treble, wrap the yarn over your hook twice (C).

2. Insert the hook into the stitch and yarn over hook again (D).

3. Draw the yarn through the stitch (4 loops on hook) (E).

4. Yarn over again and draw the yarn through the first 2 loops (3 loops on hook) (F).

5. Yarn over and draw the yarn through the next 2 loops (2 loops on hook) (G).

6. Finally, yarn over and draw the yarn through both loops to complete the stitch (H).
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TRIPLE TREBLE (TTR) AND
QUADRUPLE TREBLE (QTR)

You make these taller stitches by following the same process as the double treble (see previous entry). For the triple treble, wrap the yarn three times over the hook before inserting it into the stitch, and for the quadruple treble, wrap the yarn four times. The stitch is completed in the same way: yarn over and draw the yarn through 2 loops each time, until you have 1 loop left on your hook.

TURNING/STARTING CHAINS

The turning, or starting, chain at the start of a row or round generally matches the height of the stitches that follow it: a treble crochet pattern will usually begin with a chain of 3, and for anything other than a double crochet, it often counts as a stitch. If you are following a pattern where the starting chain does not count as a stitch, just proceed, working around the chain as instructed.

If, when crocheting you find that your turning chain is too tall and becoming very obvious at the beginning of each row, just crochet a shorter turning chain.



INCREASING STITCHES

To broaden the shaping within a row or round, you need to increase the number of stitches – it couldn’t be easier: just add another stitch (or multiple of stitches) into the stitch you are working on. The pattern will tell you exactly how to do this.
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DECREASING STITCHES

There are various methods for decreasing the stitch count in a pattern. The simplest way is to skip a stitch or a number of stitches. This leaves a slight gap in the work, which can be used to decorative effect. Often, however, the decrease needs to be less noticeable, and you’ll be instructed to crochet 2 or more stitches together.

DOUBLE CROCHET 2 TOGETHER (DC2TOG)

1. To double crochet 2 stitches together, insert your hook into the first stitch, yarn over and draw the yarn through the stitch (2 loops on hook). Insert your hook into the next stitch, yarn over and draw the yarn through the stitch (3 loops on hook) (I).

2. Yarn over again and draw the yarn through all 3 loops to complete the decrease (J).
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TREBLE CROCHET 2 TOGETHER (TR2TOG)

1. To crochet 2 treble stitches together, yarn over hook, then insert the hook into the first stitch. Yarn over hook again and draw the yarn through the stitch (3 loops on hook). Yarn over again and draw the yarn through the first 2 loops (2 loops on hook) (A).

2 Yarn over hook, then insert the hook into the next stitch. Yarn over hook again and draw the yarn through the stitch (4 loops on hook) (B).

3 Yarn over again and draw the yarn through the first 2 loops (3 loops on hook) (C).

4 Finally, yarn over and draw the yarn through all 3 loops to complete the stitch (D).

OTHER TREBLE-TOGETHER STITCHES

Sometimes a pattern will ask for several treble stitches to be crocheted together. If this is the case, begin as if you were making a tr2tog and simply rep from Step 2 for as many stitches as you need.
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WORKING IN BACK LOOPS ONLY [BLO]

Where you place your stitches can create interesting effects and textures in your projects, from ribbing and relief patterns to overlay and trellis work. Most often, you will work under the ‘V’ at the top of the stitch, but there are other things you can try, too.

Back loops only (BLO): make the stitches under the single loop of the ‘V’ furthest away from you (the back loop).
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FRONT POST TREBLE (FPTR)

1. To make a front post treble, yarn over and insert your hook at the front and under the post of the designated stitch, from left to right, and back out at the front (E).

2. Yarn over and draw the new loop under the post of the stitch (3 loops on hook) (F).

3. Now complete the treble in the usual way, yarn over again and draw the yarn through the first 2 loops (G).

4. Yarn over and draw the yarn through both loops to complete the stitch (H).
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POPCORN STITCH

1. To make the popcorn, work 4 treble stitches (see Treble) into the designated stitch (I).

2. For a popcorn on the right side of your work, remove your hook from the working loop and insert it from front to back through the first treble stitch, and bring your hook round to catch the working loop (J).

3. Pull this loop through the stitch and ch 1 to close the popcorn (K).

4. For a bobble on the wrong side of your work, remove your hook from the working loop and insert it from back to front through the first treble stitch, and bring your hook round to catch the working loop (L).

5. Pull this loop through the stitch and ch 1 to close the popcorn (M).
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PUFF STITCH

1. To make a puff stitch, *yarn over hook, insert it into the stitch, then pull up a long loop (slightly higher than the stitch before) (A).

2. Rep from * twice more (7 loops on hook) (B).

3. Yarn over and draw the yarn through all loops to complete the stitch (C). Again, the pattern might ask you to close the puff with a ch 1.
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SPIKE STITCH

1. To make a double crochet spike stitch, insert the hook in the designated row beneath the next stitch (D).

2. Yarn over and draw a long loop of yarn through the stitch, up to the height of the previous stitch (2 loops on hook) (E).

3. Yarn over and pull the yarn through both loops to complete the stitch (F).

When making the spike stitch, try to keep your tension fairly even: too tight and your work will pucker; too loose and the spikes will lose their crisp appearance.
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TRADITIONAL BOBBLE STITCH

1. For a bobble with 4 treble stitches, *yarn over hook, then insert the hook into the designated stitch (G).

2. Yarn over hook again and draw the yarn through the stitch. Yarn over again and draw the yarn through the first 2 loops (H).

3. Rep from * 3 more times (5 loops on hook) (I).

4. Yarn over and draw the yarn through all loops to complete the stitch (J). Sometimes the pattern will ask you to close the bobble with a ch 1.
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CLUSTER STITCHES

Cluster stitches are groups of the same stitches worked together into the same stitch.

1. To make a treble cluster, yarn over hook, insert hook into stitch, yarn over hook and draw yarn through stitch, yarn over hook and draw yarn through just 2 loops on hook (K).

2. Rep the above step for as many trebles as required working into the same stitch, eg for a tr2-cl rep step 1 once more; for a tr3-cl rep step 1 twice more (L).

3. Finally yarn over and pull through all loops on the hook to close the stitch (M).

You can work clusters over different stitches, such as a triple treble. The same principle applies, simply work the stitch as normal until you have two loops left on the hook for step 1.
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TASSELS

Tassels are a wonderful addition to so many projects and are also a great way of using up those odds and ends of yarn.

1. To start, cut two 30cm (12in) lengths of yarn and set them aside.

2. Wind the yarn around a solid object, like a book or strong card that is twice the desired length of the finished tassel. The more wraps you make, the chunkier your tassel will be.

3. Next, ease the wraps off the object and, using one end, tie the wraps together securely around the middle.

4. Fold the wraps in half, and wind the end of yarn around the top to create the ‘head’ of the tassel, tying the ends to secure.

5. Cut the loops of yarn and trim for a neat finish.
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POMPOMS

Whether you’re making a single pompom to add to a hat or several to decorate the edges of a blanket, pompoms are just fun to make. You can buy pompom makers, which make the whole process quick and easy, but if you fancy the old-school method, try this.

1. On stiff cardboard, use a pair of compasses or draw around something circular to mark the outside edge of your pompom, then draw a smaller circle within the bigger one.

2. Cut out the doughnut shape, then make another so you have a matching pair.

3. Cut long lengths of yarn and, with the pieces of cardboard together, weave the yarn evenly over the sides of the doughnut (A).

4. Keep going, until you can’t fit any more yarn through the centre.

5. Insert a sharp pair of scissors between the cardboard pieces and use this channel as a guide to snip through all the yarn (B).

6. Slide a length of yarn between the two cardboard shapes and knot tightly to secure all the strands; leave fairly long yarn tails so that you can attach or hang the pompom (C).

7. Carefully remove the card doughnuts, then neaten up your pompom shape with scissors.
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BLOCKING

Blocking is a technique that finishes projects by gently easing them into shape; it helps to define stitches, making them look sharper, and can stop edges from curling, so you can see the intended shape. For garments, it can also relax the stitches and improve the drape.

For all types of blocking, you’ll need a suitable surface – a blocking board, cork mats, towels on the carpet or ironing board all work fine – and a set of rust-proof pins.

WET BLOCKING

This technique is best suited to yarns composed of mostly natural fibres, but will work for acrylics, too.

Dampen your crochet gently – a spray bottle filled with warm water works well. If your crochet is too wet, don’t wring it as you’ll stretch the stitches; instead, blot away the excess by pressing the fabric between two towels. Pin out to shape, gently easing it into the dimensions you need, and leave to dry.

STEAM BLOCKING

For synthetic yarns, this method works best as the heat helps to fix the stitches. First, pin out your crochet to shape. Using an iron on the highest steam setting, hover carefully just above your work, pressing the button to release steam evenly over the surface. Make sure you don’t touch the yarn with the iron, as you could ruin it. Leave the pieces to cool and dry.
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JOINING MOTIFS AND EDGES

If you’ve made a whole pile of squares for a blanket, or you’ve got a garment with edges to seam, here are a few of the easiest ways to join them together.

WHIP STITCH

Place motifs with right sides facing and thread a tapestry needle with a length of yarn that is about two-and-a-half times the length of the edge to join. Beginning at the right edge, join pairs of stitches through the loops furthest away from each other, bringing the needle through the stitches in the same direction each time (D).
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BRAIDED JOIN-AS-YOU-GO

This method of join-as-you-go creates a pretty, braided effect along the edges of the hexies.

Make first half of stitches into the vertex of the current hexie, insert hook from right to left into vertex of hexie you are joining to (A).

Yarn over hook and pull yarn through vertex and loop on hook, i.e work a sl st (B).

Insert hook into next st on second hexie and work a sl st (C).

Complete first stitch into vertex of original hexie (D).

Insert hook into next st on second hexie and work a sl st (E).

Complete second stitch into vertex of original hexie (F).

Continue along, making a sl st into the hexie you are joining to, before completing the stitch in the original hexie (G).

When you reach the vertex, sl st into it, then sl st into the vertex of the next hexie to join (H).

Rep from step 1 around the edges to be joined.
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TRADITIONAL JOIN-AS-YOU-GO

This method of joining is super-quick and easy!

Make first half of stitches into the vertex of the current hexie, insert hook from right to left into vertex of hexie you are joining to, yarn over hook and pull yarn through vertex and loop on hook, i.e work a sl st (I).

Complete stitches in vertex of original hexie (J).

Insert hook into the space between the cluster on the second hexie as shown (K).

Yarn over hook and complete a double crochet stitch (L).

Complete the next cluster of stitches in the original hexie (M).

Rep steps 3 to 5 along edge until you reach next vertex, then complete the first half of the stitches in the original hexie, sl st into vertex of hexie you are joining to, then sl st into vertex of the next hexie to join to (N).

Complete first half of stitches in vertex of original hexie (O).

Rep from step 1 around the edges to be joined.
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