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hannon's felty fairytale:

Once upon a time, there was a
girl who was very, very bad at laundry.
When we say "bad,” we mean “throws
everything in the washer at once, no
matter the color or material.” But then
she discovered that all the sweaters she'd

ruined, then hoarded (you see, she was
also very fond of keeping small bits of
fabric, yarn, and buttons tucked away
for years on end), could be rebern as
beautiful, functional items throuah the

magic of recycled feit.

Heather's story:

When | first got into knitting, | wanted to make something

L]
L]
| could use absolutely every day. A thick wool sweater that | can :
comfortably wear for a few months of the year is all well and *
good, but | wanted to make myself something that would be as .
useful in August as in January—something like the small black :
messenger bag that never left my side at the time. When | saw a &
felt tote bag at a nearby yarn store, it clicked immediately. | had to :
know how to do that, and | hatched plans for the perfect gray felt .
messenger bag. -~
it was not only my first felted project, but also the first thing | :
ever knitted without a pattern. Of course, nearly everything went 4
wrong, from the pushy yarnista at the store chiding me for my .
dull chicice of colors and convincing me to knit the bag in shades < Okay, enough fairy tales for one day.
of heathered purple, to the final bag ending up even smaller than 2 That girlis me. And | am bad at laundry,
s though | prefer to think of myself as
. ‘water-thrifty.” It was a revelation,
. though, when | figured out how to
. turn all my laundry mistakes into felting
. triumphs. You'll see some of the items |
L]
. like to make later in the book, although
: these days 'm much more likely to be
- shrinking wool on purpose than by
L
L ]
L
L
L ]
L
L
L
L]
L
L
L

accident,

my original plan.
| don't think |'ve ever carried that bag out of the house, but |

was in love with the process of turning fiber into felt.
There are many ways to take fiber or yarn and tumn it into
a fabric, but feltrmaking is the most magical. When you look at
knitted fabric, you can see each stitch, you can see the yam,
and you can see the fibers twisted to make the yarn. And when
you look at a woven fabric, from your bed linens to an antique
tapestry, you can see a warp and a weft, and up close you can

pick out the threads that compose each. But when you look at
felt, you just see . .. felt. The fibers are connected at a microscopic

level, so you can't see or feel how the fabric is made. Even when
you know exactly haw and why the process works, as you
watch the fabric change in your own hands, it remains slightly

MySterious.
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Knitting or crochet basics—
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Sewing needles and thread
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Needle-felting needles

Needie-telting r

handle if yvou find arasping the small needles

I_I'"_ | ,"_'.,"E_:E'. b=l I i

elt or vou planon |

l'__'1__".:|?_‘_\ COIME in variows

sets and make or buy a

W really like to needie

eadle-telting a large

& - - oy R, [ 5 | ’
{ L. vOU Can DUy ng punchnes ing
¥ i | o4 ‘ | s i A Fag &3 i 3K

Ol DelTwe l 2 dl i WETIHLY NEguies

1 or metal handle. It's

W

much easier to telt a larae piece guickly when

T V=1, . viilt 3
Yl W al. 4 --ia!: l‘_

maos

punches have

needle-felting
needles, loose
and in a punch

needles qoing at once
the '-_--L-u_’['r_--‘:-_ darranaedc in
. | i el
Ll disl I"!'-.i-,_.”.l,l'. y

1 asinale ine [oi

c1oing

: |



needle-felting
on a foam block

Foam block
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roving (wound into balls)

Fiber preparations
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Creating your own batts

Batts are made by blending fibers in a
drumcarder. Carding straightens the wool of
other fiber and aligns thern in one direction.
There are handheld carders that resemble
paddle hairbrushes, except the “bristles” are
small, sharp metal teeth. You use them by
laying the fiber across one card and gently
pulling the other card over it to pick the
fiber and straighiten it cut, producing small
clumps of wool called “rolags.” Drumcarders
have teeth mounted on an electric or
crank-powered drum, which pulls the fiiber
straight as it tums. It's more efficient than the
handheld version and can make a wide batt of
blended hber,

Yarn
The way a yarn is spun does not affect its

feltability, but it can affect the texture of the
finished felt. A 4-ply worsted-spun yarn can
felt just as well and just as fast as a single ply.
Yarns do have their own personalities, though,
and that often shows itself in the texture
of the felt. A smoath, plied 100% wool yamn
will usually make a smooth felt. A thick-and-
thin handspun yarn might felt with a curly,
almost bouclé-like texture. A single-ply yarn
might felt with a halo of fibers that aren't fully
incorporated, especially if it's a blend with a
fuzzy fiber like mohair or angora. For knitted
felt, we recommend that yeu use a yarn that is
at least 50% wool.

Superwash yarns are treated specifically
to prevent felting in the wash, so it should go
without saying that you need to avoid those
fer felting projects. However, bleaching can
also strip some of the cuticle off of weal and
prevent it from felting, so pure white and other
very light colored yarn may not felt even if
it isn't superwash. Many manufacturers and

distributors will be able to provide you with
information on any specific colors of their yam
that may not felt. Yarn reviews and forums on
sites like knittersreview.com may also provide
some infarmation on felting properties, If al
else fails, you can do some experimentation on
your own before making a whale project with
bright white, lemon yellow, or Daby pink. To test
“feltability,” you can knit a small swatch, or even
roll a ball from a scrap of the yarn, and try to felt
it in the sink by rubbing it between your paims,

Combining fibers and yarns

You've chosen your yarn for a feiting
project and it's at least 50% wool . . . s0
now vou're stuck using just that one yarn,
right? Wrong! You can knit with any number
of different "carry-alongs,” and they don't
even have to be wool. Some fade into the
background, and some pop out from the
surface,

Some evelash and bobbled yarns are
strung on a very thin nylon thread and
effectively have no gauge of their own. Other
novelty and fur yarns have a thicker strand
and will affect the gauge of your piece if
you don't compensate for the extra bulk
somehow. If you've selected a bulky novelty
yarn, try knitting with one strand of
worsted wool and one of
novelty yarn instead
of a double strand
of woo!,

imeroduction *15°



swatchbar mania

swatchbar mania swatchbar mania swatchbar mania swatchbar mania

7. Crystal Palace Kiddo

2, Crystal Palace Fling

3. Crystal Palace Little
Flowers

. Cascade Pima Tencel

5. Lion Brand Glitterspun

&, (rystal Palace Shag

7. Cascade Bobble

8, (rystal Palace Party

& (rystal Palace Kiddo

70, Crystal Palace Party

TT. Knit Picks Vacation

1.2, Crystal Palace
Dragon Fly

135, Crystal Palace Choo-Choo

74, Crystal Palace Nubbles

15, Crystal Palace Dragon Fly
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15, Cascade Jazz

77, Dalegarn Pelican

18. (rystal Palace Poof

72, Sensations Angel Hair

20, Crystal Palace Nubbles




Z71. Lion Brand Suede

22, Crystal Palace Fizz
Stardust

23, (rystal Palace Labrador

24, (rystal Palace
Choo-Choo

25, (rystal Palace Poof

Z2&. Lion Brand Moonlight
Mohair

27, Lion Brand Incredible

28, (ascade Lapin

2%, Knit Picks Sparkles

30, (rystal Palace lceland

37, Knit Picks Get Away

3.2. (ascade Pearls

33, Crystal Palace Tingle

54, Mango Moon
Recycled Silk

3.5, (rystal Palace Fling

3¢5, (ascade Bobble

37, Crystal Palace Splash

38, (rystal Palace
Musique

3¢, (ascade Dolly

40, Crystal Palace Dragon
Fly



Major felting
technigues

by now, this is not your
ordinary felting book. We're
not only demanstrating
patterns that use the popular
knit-then-shrink method,
but alsc needle felting and
wet felting, as well as our
own special take on recycled

felting. There are fiber artists

scarf made with wet felting

who work exclusively in each
of these methods, and each
has its own section of the Felted knits Wet felting

book, but that doesnT mean [he advantage to fei 1 d KNitted pedt The most tracitional way of mas
we think these processes rather than fiber is that the shaping is all done to laver wool fibers, wet them, and felt th
should be kept separate. We n the knitting, so this is a great process 1« vith patience and

want you to make a better make three dimensional items like bags and makes wonderful thick, cushy, and supt

=

finished project by needle- hats. Shapes like the Newsi

felting a design onto a hat require you to make several separate piece: make simple pieces like scarves and wraj
or 3 t'_‘-;ii_‘l. or smoothing the ind sew them together if you were feiting cut and sew it like you would any other heavy

hﬂiﬁf"':'_}ffz"lli'!?{tlrff ted fibher but would also be to oppy 10 shape b fapnc. Simpe '*--;--,' (ke Dalls, Dowis, and
flower by wet felting the handknitting alone, Combining Knitting ana re also relatively easy to make by wet felting
surface, or knitting the felting aives you the best of both technigques You'll also hna dir NS 10 make thinner
sieeves onto a reg H|-—"f‘| Usually, the knitting Ione on bigq neeqles stronger Telt Dy using a Woven faoric Ddase
felt jacket. In each chapter to aive the stitches room to move around and

we've also included Design felt into each other. You can COntro
Ideas that aren't tied to any fabric’s thickness anc drape (or lack there
particular project, but are by adjusting the yarn weight and needie
meant to give you a creative he fastest and simplest way 1o felt a hanaxr
boost. These Design Ideas s to run it through one or more hot/cold
use unconventional matenals ~ycles in a washing machine, but if you dont
(like grommets!) or suggest have access 10 a machine, or want even more

ways 1o integrate handmaae control over your hnished product, you cai

felt into other fiber arts, from also do

embroidery to shibori.
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Washing machine
felting—on purpose

To felt any item in a washing machine,
set it to hot wash and cold rinse with a fast
spin cycle, A small amount of detergent
or soap can speed the process. This is not
the time to use specially formulated woal
washes like Eucalan. Just this once, you don't
want to treat the wool gently and lovingly.
To make felt, you want 1o abuse the fiber by
scouring it with the same harsh soap you use
to degrease stubborn dishes. Just make sure
1o use concentrated soaps sparingly, or your
laundry room may flood with bubbles! Some
yarns contain some natural lanolin, and others
are coated with a very light oil or wax to make
them easier to handle; any of these should be
washed out before felting.

Depending on the maching, water
temperature, yarn, and personal preference,
it may take anywhere from 10 to 40 minutes
for the fabric to felt and shrink to your
satisfaction. Assuming you have a top-
loading washing machine, you should check
the progress every five minutes, especially
if you've never felted anything before or are
unfamiliar with the machine you're using. Pull
it all the way out of the machine and squeeze
out the water to really see the fabric. How
will you know if it looks ready? The individual
stitches will lose almost all definition, blending
into a smooth surface. If it doesn't shrink
adequately after one cycle, you may want to
put it through anather. Lather, rinse, repeat as
needed.

if you have a front-loading washing
machine, which is increasingly common
with space-efficient models, you can still
use it to felt your projects. In fact, some
people say the tumbling maotion actually

* Helpful hints

& Any section of a project whete you Garry along & nonfelting yarn—like a fun fur or
railroad yarn—will likely take longer to felt and may never feit as completely as wool
alone.

& The ride through the washing machine, while essential, can stretch out loose edges.
The open end of a bag or the comners of 2 flat piece can get caught on or around
something else in the washer and pulled out of shape. There are two ways to avoid
this. First, you can finish projects with applied I-cord, which makes a firmer edge. If
that's too involved, use kitchen cotton to quickly sew any loose edge to the main body
of the piece and then cut the cotton out after felting.

& f 3 stubborn item refuses to start shrinking, try shocking it back and forth a few times
between very hot and very cold water. This wiil help the cuticle of the fiber open up.
Sometimes you also speed up the process by felting multipie items together so they
jostle against each other in the wash or by throwing in an ¢/d pair of jeans. The chance
of separate items felting together are low unless you overload the machine, because
they will constantly be moving and no two Surfaces will have much chance to really
felt into each other.

& Never, ever put items for felting in the washing machine with your soft, fluffy towels.
The explosion of fuzzy lint could ruin everything in the load. If you forget, a hairbrush
or lint roller will sometimes remove the lint . . . emphasis on “sometimes.”

felts faster than the side-to-side swishing of
a top-loading machine. The problem is that
because you can't open the door to check
on your felt without draining the washer,
you sacrifice some control. Just make sure
to set the machine for the smallest size
load and run it in short cycles until you're
familiar enough with the results you get
from your particular machine to let it run
unsupervised.

If you don’t have a washing machine
at all, you can still make the projects in
this chapter! Consider having a party to

kit and feit “19*
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lingerie bag to contain any loose hbers, As xpensive it you hay ' hi i |
iong as youre careful, you can avoid run multple cycie mali ! i ter
unwanted visits from the plumber or en \ [ 1 1 nisl
appliance repair people No washing machine? product, swatching is equally impor
I | i it 1 felt shirin
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f knitting ish and roll it around.  the | th jon are meant to |
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Above, four 7> 7° knitted swatches before felting
1: knitted on size 15 needles, 2: knitted on size 13 needles, 3: knitted on size 10'/: needles, 4: knitted on size 8 needles

Below, the same swatches after felting



{31 Above, three crocheted swatches before felting, all 20 stitches and 20 rows on a size G (4.5 mm) hook

1: single erochet 2: double crochet 3: triple crochet
Below, the same swatches after felting
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22" felt frenzy

Knowing that crochet loses width, you
might crochet the top few inches of a knitted
purse body to make a textured opening that
curves in slightly without any knit decreases.
Or make yourself a beret with a crocheted
band that pulls in the main body of the hat.
Experiment!

Finishing

When you're satished with the degree of
felting, there’s still a little more work to be
done.

If you're felting in the washing machine,
let the piece run through a cold rinse and
a spin cycle to remove the soap and excess
water. The spin cycle may smash and crease
the piece in strange ways, but that can all be
blocked out before it dries completely. When
felting by hand, make sure ta rinse the piece
thoroughly in cold water,

This final rinse serves two purposes: The
cold water makes the cuticle on the fiber
contract, and you may even notice that your
fabric seerns just barely firmer after a good
cold rinse. It's also important to remove as
much soap as you can; you dontwant to
cover everything the project touches in soapy
residue, and over time a strong soap might
cause the woo! 1o degrade. After rinsing, roll
the piece up and squeeze as much water aut
as you can without wringing or twisting it.

if you're a knitter, you're probably familiar
with the magic of blocking when it comes
to evening out stitches and flattening curled
edges. Because felt is a much denser and

stiffer fabric than almost any knit, it can be
blocked to dramatic effect. A crease made
in wet felt will dry to be virtually permanent.
Stretching the felted fabric while it's still wet
can create a nicely flared edge. With enough
patience and force, you can block felt into
virtually any shape you can imagine. And if
YOU SCrew up, you can always shrink it back
down slightly and start over.

Some simple blocking can be done just
by folding or tugging the item around while
it’s still wet from the felting process, but for
more involved jobs, or for reblocking an
item that has already dried, the best tool
available is steam. There are a variety of
steamers available at different prices and
in different sizes—in addition to laundry
steamers, some are sold as steam cleaners and
come with scrubbing and pressure-washing
attachments—or you can steam your felt
using the steam setting on your iron and
holding it close te, but not against, the fabric.
Travel irons, which are considerably smaller
than the average laundry-room variety, come
in handy for blocking in small spaces such as
hat interiors.

Projects that don't require careful
blocking can sometimes be tumble dried.
We recommend this only when it's more
important that the item be soft and fluffy
than that it be precisely shaped or fittea. For
example, a pair of warm slippers or a scarf
would probably be fine in the dryer, but we
would never tumble dry a shaped hat like the
Cloche on page 28.
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A< Tip: Felt grooming

Felting or
fulling?

Technically, much of what we

call felting in this book is actually
fulling. Some people anly consider
processes that start with raw wool

worthy of the term “felting,” and

that any process that starts with

% pillsonthe felt surface the same fabric after grooming e a shaped object and shrinks and
: ’ thickens the fabric into feit should
. . L se - i 0

. | 3 | ® pe called "tulling.” By that dehni-
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lrapezoid Bag

One of the reasons we love felt is the variety of methods and materials you can use
to embellish it, and this bag is the perfect blank canvas for all your experiments.
Knit it with a plain yarn, a self-striping yarn, or the oddballs from your feltable stash
(because, oh yes, when we're done with you, you'll have a whole separate yarn
stash just for felt). You could even make a furry “monster-skin” bag by carrying a
strand of fun fur or eyelash for the whole body. Learn to embellish or monogram

your plain bag with needle felting on page 82.

................................................................................................

Finished size Notions
' Before felting: 18" (45.5 cm) wideand  Stitch markers; tapestry needle;

12" (30.5 cm) deep. cotton string or scrap yarn; acrylic or B L
After felting: 13" (33 cm) wide and 87" wood purse handles (optional). \ |
(21.5 cm) deep. ;' \

Gauge
Yarn 10 sts and 16 rnds = 4" (10 cm) in St st ‘ A
(YCA #4 Medium (worsted-weight) with yarn held double. _." ‘ .1? |
wool yarn; about 440 yd (402 m) \' —
total, Worsted-weight yarn is held e
double throughout. Stitch Guide
Shown here: Cascade 220 (100% wool;  Decrease round (dec rd): K2tog, knit
220 yd [201 m}/100 q): #9404 ruby, to 2 sts before marker, k2tog, slip
2 skeins, or #2410 purple, 2 skeins. marker (sl m), k8, sl m, k2tog, knit to : \

2 st before marker, k2tog, sl m, k8, [ \
Needles sl m—4 sts dec. ]_:' ‘,ﬁ T
LS. size 13 (9 mm}: 24" circular (cir). / [ u%}.s em)

."I ;'; l‘,
13° Iﬁ cm)

kit and el 25"



Kﬂf.f Incde 12-44

Base

|-Cord strap

Body

Felt

bag before felting
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redl y necessar in f
baq has stretched and g 0Py

Make it yours

Instead of an I-cord purse strap,

explore other oprions:

V' Buy acrylic handles at a fabric or
yarn Store, as we did for the red

vag.

V' Recycle the handles and hardware
f7om a thIfE Store bag.

VAttach a belt to make a inigne
SEtrayg.

Attach |-cord strap







Cloche Hat

Traditional milliners make exquisite hats by starting with a flat piece of felt called a
“‘blank,” then stretching it slowly and carefully over a hat block of the desired shape
and size. This process takes a lot of skill, and a lot of steam, to make the material
pliable. You don't need such expertise to make this bell-shaped cloche, but sizing
and shaping this one-size-fits-all hat is an exercise to practice your own block-

ing skills. The hat is quite oversized to start with but can be tulled until it's small

enough to make a child’s large-size hat.

Finished size Yarn Needles Gauge

Before fefting: About 14'/2" (37 cm) CYCA #4 Medium (worsted-weight) U.S. size 10"/ (6.5 mm}: 24" (61 cm) Before felting: about 10 sts and
longand 30" (76 cm) in circumference. ~ wool yarn: 400 yd (366 m) MC; furor  circular (cir) and set of 5 double- 14 rnds = 4" (10 cm).

After felting: About 10" (25.5 cm) tall eyelash yar: about 60 yd (55 m) (C. pointed (dpn). Adjust needle size if

and 26" (66 cm) in circumference, Shown here: Cascade 220 (100% necessary to obtain the correct gauge.

measured around (C band. wool; 220 yd {201 m]/100 g); color

Hat shown here is extra large. 9420 (MC), 2 skeins, and Lana Gatto Notions

Crystal (63% viscose, 20% nylon, 17%  Tapestry needle.

polyester; 87 yd [80 m]/50q); color

4118 (€C), 1 ball, g
- 6" (15 cm)
- 2" {5 cm)
- 2" (5 cm)

knit and fels 29"



Knit
Hat Brim

Hatband

Hat Body
Shape Crown

Rnd 1

Rnds 2-5: Knit

Rnd 10:

7-8: Ki

Rnd 11:*

HI':L’_i 12:}

Rnd 13

Rnd 14: ¢

”H[] 15

Rnd 16:

Rnd 17:

completed hat, unfelted
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Bayg of Many FPockerts

The two different-colored sections of this bag are assembled to create five sepa-
rate pockets: one big enough to hold a small knitting project, another for your
wallet, and three small exterior pockets perfect for your cell phone, sunglasses, or
knitting notions. Knit the length of the strap according whether you prefer to carry
it as a purse with a short strap or a shoulder tote. Part of the assembly is done after
felting, so you'll need a sharp tapestry needle. A thimble, old-fashioned though

it may be, will help you push the needle through two layers of thick felt without

wounding your fingers,

I Y R R R R N R R N R R R R R R N R R R R R R R R RN RN R R R R R R T R RN R R R R R RN RN

Finished size Yarn Notions

Before felting: 10" (25.5 cm) deep at
center before shaping; 36" (91.5 am) in
circumference.

After felting: 6" (15 cm) deep at center  Shown here: Orange bag: Cascade 220  markers; stitch
before shaping; 32° (81.5 cm) in (100% wool, 220 yd [201 m}/100 g): holders.
circumference, #9465 burnt orange (color A),
3 skeins; #7825 orange sherbet (color ~ Gauge
B), 2 skeins. Pink bag: Manos del 10°/:stsand 12
Uruguay mds = 4" (10 cm)
in St st with yarn
Needles held double.
U.S. size 13 (9 mm): 24" (60 cm)

CYCA #4 Medium (worsted-weight)
wool yarn: about 500 yd (457 m) color
A and 350 yd (320 m) color B.

circular {cir).

Long straight pins; sharp tapestry or
darning needle with large
eye; thimble; stitch

6" (15 cm)

32" (81.5cm)

kniv and relt “33°



Kuit Row 13:|
Large Section Rows 15 and 17:1
Base: ‘Wil
jarter st (knit every st Of ever) Row 19:
Row 21:¢

Bﬂd}ff mplet b t Aart ' A les

jge of base, pm, pick up and knit 3.2 st Rows 23, 25, and 27: F

hort edge of base—92 sts tot Shorter Strap: \\

Shaping: Work short-rows (ses : Small Section
f Body: With 2 strand]

Row 1: With A, knit 1o s¢ I m (14 st | rking in the Dt [

Next rnad: Kr
Row 2 and all WS rows: |
Row 3: K2, ssk, knit 1 ts before next m, ssh Shaping:
Row 1: K. b

- i ™ 4
b . T ¥ v or y ¥ & * s | y .
ROW s Ml | 5, K } ' WALRD i |

Row 2 and all WS rows: |

Row 7: Re ' } §1S el Rows 3 and 5: K.

Rows 9 and 11: Hep How S (em arty




Row 7: Rep Row 1—29 sts rem.

straight pins, mark each end

Make it yours

Rows 9 and 11: Rep Row 3—25 sts rem after of the 13 BO sts for the first 2 Lmbellish the bag as wou wish:

Row 11 is completed. corners, Smooth the small section VAstack a needie-feited flower (see
Row 13: Rep Row 1—21 sts rem. between the corners of the larger page 20) as shown on the pink
Rows 15, 17, 19, 21, 23, 25, and 27: Repeat Row  section along the short edge, and and mauve bagq.

3—7 sts rem after Row 27 is completed. mark both sides of the short edge v Reverse agpligue a section to
Longer Strap: Work 75 rows in St st. Place sts with pins as the third and fourth reveal the insiae color, as on the
on holder corners. Thread tapestry needle orange bag: 4sing sharp poinred

with one strand A and, beg at Sci8S0r8 or a craft knife, cut out
Assemble one pin, insert needle through SHall Openngs as decorations,
Cut B, leaving a 12" (30.5 cm) tail. With tail several stitches on WS of smaller fﬁ’a#mdy.sﬁm#dmfwtﬁ#
threaded on a tapestry needle, use the baqg. as if weaving in ends, 10 reverse appligé openngs i
Kitchener st (see Glossary, page 123) to grait anchor yarn. Insert needle through a complementary color or take
rem 7 sts of each strap tog. fabric to WS of larger section and advantage of the fact that felt
Being careful that the strap is not twisted,  weave through several stitches doesn't fray and leave the edges

place the small section inside the large
section. Align the small section so that the
shorter section is positioned toward bag
center, Cut four 6" (15 ¢m) lengths of A, Join
large section 1o small section as foll: Using

on the larger bag to hold the two
sections together. To secure pieces
fAirmly. reinsert needle through

the smaller bag to WS, weave through afew (
sts, then exit from smaller section into larger
section once more. Rep at each pin for rem 3

corners. Remove pins.

Felt

Felt by hand or washing machine.

Shape

Block gently by stuffing with towels or white

paper and allow to dry.

Stitch pockets

exposed,

With A threaded on a tapestry needle and
using backstitch (see Glossary, page 124), sew
large and small sections together vertically

at the corners of the small section. Turn the
bag inside out and backstitch herizontally
around the bottom of the small bag section
to anchor it to the larger bag and seal pocket
bottoms,

phota by Chimme Lhory

bag before assembly and felting

Knit and felt “55”






Mod Knitting Bag

Some people are nervous about using stranded color work in their felted projects.
The variables can seem threatening: Will the joins between colors felt evenly? Will
the extra thickness felt unevenly? Will the floats on the back side pucker? Keep
your tension even, twist long floats roughly every 5 stitches, and you may be
surprised how trouble-free this technique is. This short, wide project bag will easily
hold most of your knitting projects, even the ones on long single-pointed needles.

The color pattern is inspired by a vintage maod wallpaper print.

Finished size
After felting: About 11" (28 cm) across
longer sides, 4" (10 cm) along shorter

sides, and 8" (20.5 cm) tall (not includ-  pointed (dpn) (optional).
ing flap). o €
Notions Flap 2
Yarn 1yd (91.5 cm) nylon webbing or other o
CYCA #4 Medium (worsted-weight) sturdy fabric about 1-1'/," (2.5-4 - o e _
wool yarn: 220 yd (201 m) each of ¢m) wide for handle; sharp darning -
colors A and B. needle; 1sheet plastic canvas about Front & Back E
Shown here: Cascade 220 (100% 9 13" (23 33 cm), cut to fit the base %
wool; 220 yd [201 m]/100 g): #7802 of the bag after felting; 1 sheet felt / &
cerise (A) and #7803 magenta (B), (black or color to match either yam), \————*=z==_—_—_—d & -
1skein each. about 9 13" (23 x 33 cm); 3 snaps or : - A
rete e thsdes sewiigneside 11" (28 cm)
and thread.

Needles
LS. size 10'/; (6.5 mm}; 24" (60 cm)
circular (cir) and set of 5 double-

Gauge
13 stsand 20 rnds = 4" (10 cm) in St st
before felting.

Kknit and el *57°*



Stripe Chart

E
1

Rep patt for 20 sts.

pattern

repeat

color A #7802
color B #7803

Knit
Base

With A and cir
Change 1c

garter stitch, alternating colors every

needle, CO 60 sts. Knit |

y B and knit 2 rows. Cont workin

YA
A
L0

I(t.ﬁ\

until 42 rows have been worked, (Carry the

unused color

I|lu""i'lllI :.I'i-:. Tif.'lr'l:Er l-'?rl'li-.i“ i Q .'I”:-.Ji‘. n ‘:lt*.:h'l-rl

Mod Chart

up the side as you go so there

) et ot i i ot wt wnd wd owt Bd Bd B b B RS R R R B WML L G G LG R R & e g
c_.uw.n.wa-».qu:sc-r..r'l..uhmmwmﬂlﬂﬂuwhm@umws—uwt

- g A B b O s DD

Body
With RS fac

knit 20 sts along short edge of base, pm, pic k

nq, place marker (pm), pick up and
up and knit 60 sts along CO edge, pm, PICK
| knit 20 sts along other short edge
base, pm, k60 live sts—160 sts total. Join for
working in the md, being careful not to twist
of Mod chart for each

(60 sts) and Rnds 1

sts, and work Rnds 1-44

long side 2 of Stripe Chart

for each short side (20 sts)—44 rnds total.

Flap

Next rnd: Foll Rnd 15 of Mod Chart, k60 sts;
using A only, BO to end of rnd—=60 sts rem.

Beg with Rnd 16 of Mod Chart, k60; with

dpns, use the backward-loop met hod (see

CO 2stswith A

Glossary, page 121) to , and join

for working in the rnd—62 sts total. Cont as
CO sts with A and

hart, With B, BO

stablished, knitting the 2
working Rnds 16-30 of Mod C

all sts. (See tip on page 39.)

Felt

With cotton waste yarn threaded on a
tapestry needle, whipstitch openings closed
to prevent the edges from stretching during
glting. Felt by washing !”fld.li ne or hand.

While still wet, remove waste yarn.

Shape

To block, stuff the flap with a rolled towel to

form a uniform tube; shape the body Into

a rectangle. Once dry, cut the flap open

between the 2 sts CO before flap was joined
for working in the round. It necessary, you
may dampen and reblock the body of the bag
after the flap is cut.

To stiffen the bottom of the bag, cut a

piece of plastic canvas and a piece of craft



[ The DOotion = DA, v nva 1II'E rn i i il e d [Dled P.
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knitted rectangie, the shape

will be distorted. The corners will

flare out and the center will draw

2 3/ and sew INto place i tion the other side o ti néy n. 10 ensure a better shape, kKnit
the rectangle in the round,

then cut it open arter

telting.

Make it yours

Use the needle-felted appligue
rechnigue on page 82 and a
CONErasting color yarn ro emeellish
the color-work pattern with a
needle-felted outiine to add interest
and contrase,







Messenger Bag

This mid-size messenger bag is a variation of Heather's dream bag, the one she
imagined and designed as her first felted project (before she was talked into the
awful purple yarn). It's just the right size to hold some books and a small blanket
for a trip to the park. The springtime green stripes will always be in style, and you
can customize the length of the strap depending on whether you prefer to carry

the bag over one shoulder or securely across your body.

Finished size Needles Gauge
Before felting: 18" (45.5 cm) across U.S. size 13 (9mm); 24-29" 1 stsand 15mds=4"(10cm) in
| each long side, 41" (11.5 cm) across (60-73.5 cm) circular (cir). Stst.
each short side, and 19" (48.5 cm) tall
’ ! B 12" (30.5 cm)
(not including flap). Notions : | :
After felting; 14" (35.5 cm) across 4 large stitch markers; tapestry |
each long side, 4" (10 ¢cm) across each ~ needle; about 1% yd (137 ¢cm) 2° Flap
short side, and 12" (30.5 cm) tall (not (5 cm) wide black nylon or poly belt- - 12"(30.5 ¢cm)
including flap). ing; lighter (for finishing ends
of strap).
Yarn e 1~
CYCA #5 Bulky wool/mohair blend I :
yam: 250 yd (228.5 m) in each of '
S oe tolors 12" (30.5 cm) - Front & Back : :
Shown here: Brown Sheep Lamb’s Ui
Pride Bulky (85% wool, 15% mohair; I
125 yd [114 m}/100 g): Charcoal = }/f4- (10 cm)

Heather (C1), Kiwi (C2), and Oregano 14" (35.5 cm)
(C3), 2 skeins each.

kit and rele “4r*



K}ﬂ'f (knit every st on every md), following stripe

Base pattern, for 70 rmds. Bag measures about 18

With C1, CO 50 sts. Work in garter st (knit 45.5 cm) across each long side, 4/ (11.5 cm)

every st in every row) for 26 rows. across each short side, and 19" (48,5 cm) tall
from beg of body

Body

With RS facing, pick up and knit 12 5ts along Flap

one short edge of base, place marker (pm), Next Rnd: K50, BO 74 sts—50 sts rem.

pick up and knit 50 sts along LO edge, pm, Knit 1 row with C1; turn work. Work in St st,

pick up and Knit 12 sts along second short foll stripe patt in reverse (Rows 70-1) and rep

edae of base, pm: k50—124 sts total, as necessary, until flap measures about 19

Join for working in the md and work in St st 48.5 cm) from beg of flap. BO all sts. (You may
choose to knit the flap in the round. as in the

Mod Bag, but that step is less important here

had
= Ln

because the pattern is simpie stripes instead

Lot
bad

of stranded color work.)
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Bl ¢ 1 — charcoal heather
B c2—kiwi
C3 — oregano
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Attach strap

After the bag has dried completely, attach the
1 ' lighter to melt one cut eqaq |
e belting s joesn't fray. With about

S CM [ the strag ertappindg f i
12 OO0 T Iy U {ale Nnart ] I
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- ' H sturcy attachment. I trap
to desired length, then melt strap and attadi
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Urchin Bag

When you're entranced with knits that shape themselves, a short-row heel is one of the
coolest things ever. This bag is made up of five heel shapes stuck together to make a
puffy star. Little girls love this simple, fun bag, which was designed to carry essentials
like your cell phone, cash, and lipstick.
You can use your carry-along yarn for the entire bag for greatest impact. If that
| makes the fabric too dense for your liking, try knitting it into every other row instead of

every row, or only into selected parts of the bag. When in doubt, swatch first.

Finished size

Before felting: 8" (20.5 ¢cm) tall and
3" (7.5 cm) from edge to center of
each lobe.

After felting: 5™ (12.5 cm) tall and 24"
(6.5 cm) from edge to center of each
lobe.

Yarn

(YCA &4 Medium (worsted-weight)
wool yarn: 200 yd (183 m) M(, and
eyelash or other carry-along yarn: up
1o 60 yd (55 m) (CC, optional).

Shown here: Bag on page 44: Brown
Sheep Nature Spun (100% wool,

245 yd [224 m}/100 g}: color N85 Peru-

vian Pink (MC), less than 1 skein, and
Tahki Pop (95% wool, 5% nylon, 27 yd
[24.5 m]/50 g), color 002 (CC), 1 ball;
Bag on page 47, Cascade 220 (100%

wool, 220 yd [201 m]/100 g): color
#0474 plum, 1 skein, and Trendsetter
Masai (48% wool, 48% acrylic, 4%
nylon, 35 yd [32 m}/50 g): color 260,
2 balls.

Needles

LS. size 13 (9 mm): straight or circular
(cir); U.S. size 107 (6.5 mm): double-
pointed (dpn) (optional, for I-cord).

Notions
Ribbon or manufactured cord for
the drawstring (optional}; tapestry

needle.

Gauge

10 sts=4" (10 cm) in St st with

2 strands MC on size 13 (9 mm) needle
(before felting).

L3
(12.5 cm)

kit and felt “45*



ME® felt frenzy

Bag

With 2 strands of MC and larger needles, CO

20 sts firmly.

Row 1: Knit.

Begin short-rows (see Glossary, page 125}

Row 2: K15, wrap next st, turn work (w &1).

Row 3: K18, (w &1).

Row 4: K17, (w & 1).

Row 5: K16, (w & 1).

Rows 6-16: Cont in this manner, working 1
fewer st each row before wrapping the
next st, until 6 live sts rem with 7 wrapped
sts on each side, (In the bag on page 48,

1 strand MC and 1 strand CC were used for
Rows 10-22)

Row 17: K&, pur! the first wrap and stitch
together, turn work.

Row 18: K7, purl the next wrap and stitch
together, turn work.

Rows 19-31: Cont as established, working
wrap and st at the end of each row, until
all wrapped sts have been worked, This
completes one “lobe” of the baaq.

Rep Rows 2-31 four more times (total of 5

lobes). BO all sts firmly, Cut yarn, leaving a 12"

(30.5 cm) tail.

I-cord drawstring (optional):

With one strand MC and dpn, work 3 st |I-cord
(see Glossary, page 124), until piece measures
about 24" (61 cm) from CO. BO all sts.

Finishing
With yarn threaded on a tapestry needle,
sew BO edge to CO edge. There will be a

round opening at each end of the seam. To
make a solid bottom for the bag, thread the
tail through the stitches at the edge of one
opening twice and pull tight to gather. This
doesn't have to be pretty, as the stitches
won't show after felting. If you have extra
CC, you may use it 1o duplicate stitch or
embroider on the MC sections.

Felt

Felt the purse and |-cord by washing machine
or hand. If using a washing machine, you

may want to place the I-cord in a zippered
pillow case or lingerie bag to prevent it from
tanaling with other items in the machine.

Shape
Once it has been felted, shape the damp
bag and allow to dry thoroughly inside and
out. This may take a day or two. To prevent
the bag's weight from deforming any lobes,
thread a length of scrap yarn through one
end and hang the bag to dry.

When the bag is dry, use sharp scissors
to cut down about 14" (3.8 ¢cm) from the top
opening into each of the valleys between the
lobes of the bag. This will create five points
around the opening. Stab a large-size knitting
needle through each point to create holes
for the |-cord or other drawstring. Thread the
drawstring through all five points and trim to
desired length, then tie both ends together
into a knot.
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Urcnim Hat

When she saw the first urchin bags, Shannon immediately asked Heather, “Can you

make this a hat?" Of course we can! The hat is obviously bigger than the original bag,
and the short rows on the bottom half aren't as deep. A couple of stitch markers make
the pattern easy to keep track of. The one size given here is intended for children, since
children can get away with wearing extremely silly hats, but it will easily fit a small adult

if felted lightly or blocked larger.



Knit

First lobe

With 2 strands yarn, CO 30 sts.

Set-up row: K6, place first marker (pm), k14,
pm, K10,

Begin shart-rows (see Glossary, page 125) for

top as foll;

Row 1: K10, slip marker (sl m), k14, si m, k5,
wrap next st and turn work (w & t).

Row 2 and all even-numbered rows: Knit 1o
end of row, slipping markers as you meet
them, turn work.,

Rows 3, 5, 7.9, and 11: Knit 1o 1 st before last

wrapped st, w & L.

After completing Row 11, all 6 sts before the

frst marker are wrapped. Slip first m to right

needle.

Cont to work short-rows at each end of the 14

sts between markers as foll:

Row 12: Knit to 1 st before next marker {13 sts),

we&L

Row 13: Knit to 1 st before next marker, w & 1.

Rows 14-17: Knit to 1 st before last wrapped
stwé&t,

You should now have 6 live sts unwrapped in

the center of the 14 sts, with 4 wrapped sts

each side of the 6 live sts,

Hide wraps as foll:

Row 18: K6 10 first wrapped st, work wrap and
st 1og, turm work,

Row 19: Slip 1 st (sl 1) purlwise, knit to first
wrapped st, work wrap and st tog, turn
work.

Rows 20-25: S1 1 purlwise, knit to next
wrapped st, work wrap and st tog, twm
WOrK,

Row 26: 51 1, knit to end of row.

Row 27: K10, sl m, k14, sl m, work wrap and st

fog, turn work.

Row 28: S 1, knit to end of row, slipping
markers as you meet them.,

Row 29: Knit 10 next wrapped st work wrap
and st tog, turn work,

Rep Rows 28 and 29 four more times, until all

wraps and stitches are worked 1ogether.

Row 38: Knit 1 row, slipping markers as you
meet them.

When Row 38 is finished, the working yarn

should be at the row end that has 10 sts after

the second marker—1 lobe completed. (Do

nat BO)

Work 4 more Iobes as foll:

Repeat Rows 1-38 four more times for 5

lobes total. BO all sts. Cut yarn, leaving a 15"

(38 cm) tail,

Finishing

With yarn threaded cn a tapestry needle, sew
the CO edge to the BO edge. To close the top
of the hat. weave the varn tail through the
edge stitches at the crown top, and draw the
yarn tight to pull the top edaes of all 5 lobes
together. Weave yarn through several stitches
on wrang side of work to fasten off,

Felt

Felt by hand or washing machine,

Shape

Block to fit the intended wearer's head, using
an appropriately sized hat stand or bowl, or by
lining hat with plastic (such as a grocery bag)
and blocking over the wearer's head. Fold up
the straight section at the bottom to make
the brim. Allow to dry thoroughly.

@

& & @
After felting: 22" (56 cm)

e & =

Yarn

CYCA #4 Medium (worsted-
weight) wool yarn: 440 yd
(402 m) total. Hat is made with
2strands held together.
wool; 220 yd [201 m}/100 ),
color #9474 plum, 2 skeins,

Needles

U.S. size 13 (Omm): straight or
circular (cir),

Notions

Stitch markers; tapestry needle.

Gauge

¥ stsand 22 rows=4"

(10 cm) in garter st with yam
held double (before felting).

filt frenzy *49*







Short-row Sljppers

If you've never knitted socks, this is a great project to learn the techniques—the
slippers are worked at a big gauge, and the felting will hide any mistakes you
might make. An expert sock knitter will be able to crank out these oversized
anklets by the dozen. The heel and the toe are worked in garter stitch short-rows,
adding thickness in the parts of the slipper that get the most wear. Get a perfect fit
by blocking it over the intended wearer’s foot. Directions are given for three sizes

of slippers, which can be felted and blocked to fit a wide range of sizes.

Finished size Needles Gauge

Before felting: 9 (12, 15)" (23 [30.5, LS. size 8 {5 mm): set of 5 double- 18stsand 24 rows=4" (10 cm) in

38] cm) from heel to toe. pointed (dpn). St st before felting.

After felting: To fit feet 5-7 (6-10, Note: When in doubt, make the larger
8-13)" (12.5-18 [15-25.5, 20.5- Notions size. It's usually easier to shrink a

33] cm) from heel to toe. Tapestry needle; about 18" (45.5cm) piece that's too big than to stretch out
Slipper shown here measures about smooth waste yarn for provisional one that's too small.

1047 (25.5 cm) from heel to toe. cast-on,

Yarn

CYCA £4 Medium (worsted-weight)

wool-blend yarn: about 100 (150,

190) yd (91.5 [137, 174] m) in each of
2 colors.

Shown here: Lorna’s Laces Bullfrogs
and Butterflies (85% wool, 15%
mohair; 190 yd [174 m]/100 g): Carol
Green (MC) and Lakeview (CC), 1 skein
each.

Kwis: and felt "Sf°
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Newsie

Knitted with a classic tweed yarn, but in a hot shade of orange, a newsboy cap can

be as classic or as funky as your own personal style. This version borrows its name

from the movie musical Newsies, in which Christian Bale wore his tweed hat to lead

the paperboys in rebellion, but the style has come a long way. The pattern is knit-

ted in one piece from the top down. The cast-on with double-pointed needles is a

little tricky, but from there on it couldn’t be easier.

...............................................................................................................................................

Finished size

Before felting: About 20 (25)" (51
[63.5] ¢cm) circumference.

After felting: To fit 19-21 (22-24)"
(48.5-53.5 [56-61]) cm head
circumference.

Yarn

CYCA 24 Medium {worsted-weight)
wool yarn; 175 yd (160 m).

Shown here: Cascade 220 Tweed
(100% woal; 220 yd [201 m}/100 g),
color #603 burnt orange, 1 skein.

Needles

U.S. size 107 (6.5 mm): set of

5 double-pointed {dpn) and 16" (40 cm)
circular (cir), optional.

Notions
Tapestry needle; heavy cardboard for
blocking.

Gauge

15sts and 22 rnds = 4" (10 ¢m) in St st
with yarn used singly.

Note: If necessary, wind your yarn
into a center-pull ball, so that one
end is available from the center of the
ball and one end from the outside,

to work two strands together for the
band and brim.

kit and feit “55*
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Knit

Crown

CO 4 sts. Place 2 sts each on Z dpn. Join

for working in the rnd, being caretul hot to

WISt sIs.

Rnd 1 and all odd-numbered rnds: Work in
St st (knit every stitch of every rmd)

Rnd 2; *K1, M1 (see Glossary, page 124); rep
from * to end of rnd—8 sts.

Rnd 4: Dividing sts evenly onto 4 dpns as you

go, *k!1, MI: rep from * to end of rmd-—16 sts.

Rnd 6: *K2. M1: rep from * 1o end of md—24 sts.
Rnd 8:; *K3, M1; rep from * to end of rnd—32 sts.

Rnd 10: *K4, M1; rep from * to end of md—40
5ls.

Rnd 12: *K5, MI; rep from * to end of rnd—48
5ts

Cont to inc on even-numbered rnas, working

I more st between incs on each inc md, for a

total of 26 (30) rnds—104 (120) sts. Change to

Cir needle when there are enougn sts to work

comfortably. Work 4 rnds even in St st.

Dec rnd 1: *K11 (13), k2toqg; rep from * 1o end
of rmd—256 (112) sts rem.

Knit 1 rngl,

Dec rnd 2: *K10 {12), k210q; rep from * tc end
of rnd—388 (104) sts rem

Knit 1 rdl.

Dec rnd 3: *KS (11), k21 g; rep from * 10 end of
rnad—8&0 (96) sts rem,

Knit 1 rnd.

Dec rnd 4: K& {10), K2t0Q, rep from * 1o aend of
rma—72 (88) sts rem,

Purl 1 rnd to make ridae on RS of hat.

Hatband

Rnd 1: Holding 2 strands of yarn tog, *k2, p2
rep from * 1o last 4 st, k2, pZiog—71 (87) sts
rem

Rnd 2: *P1, k2, pl: rep from * to last 3 sts, pl,
K2,

Rnd 3: *P2, k2; rep from * to last 3 sts, p2, k.

Rnd 4: *K1, p2, k1: rep from * to last 3 sts, k], p2

Rnd 5: *K2, p2: rep from * 10 last 3 sts, k2, pl.

Brim
Cont with 2 strands of yarn, change to garter
I;): "_I‘-"'-: ,5.5{,;‘::[1'.-' 51 an 'E.:"‘-"'::.‘rll'r" -l{.:!"»"bj_' l-.”-:'-i |"-Ji-.'“|\

short-rows (see Glossary, page 125) without

wrapping the turning st, as folk:

completed hat, before felting
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Kardaoke Wray

We chose a yarn that is 50% wool and 50% soy fiber because it felts into a thin fabric that

drapes beautifully and is super soft. You can swatch another 50/50 blend yarn for this

pattern if you like, but we recommend making an extra-large swatch (at least 12" x 12°

[30.5 x 30.5 cm] after felting) so you can see how it drapes. The triangular insets, called
godets, are knitted so that the rows run perpendicular to the rest of the fabric. This
makes them felt differently—the godets shrink in the opposite direction from the

main body of the wrap to form scallops along the bottom edge.

....................................................................................................

Finished size Needles Gauge
After felting: 62" (157.5 cm) acrosstop LS. size 9 (5.5 mm): circular (cir), 17/ sts and 21 rows=4" (10 am) in
edge; 26" (66 cm) center front length 16" (40.5 cm) or longer; Size H/8 St st before felting.
from top edge to lower point. (5mm) crochet hook.
Notions

Yarn Tapestry needle; split-ring mark-

CYCA #4 Medium (worsted-weight)
wool blend yarn: 880 yd (805 m) MC
and 330 yd (302 m) (C.

Shown here: South West Trading 62" (157.5 cm)

ers; waste yarn for provisional (0
(optional).

Company Karaoke (50% ]
wool/50% Soysilk fiber, ~ / PR \
/ direction of knittin
10yd 1005 m}/S0g): o g -
/ [= E
color Tobacco (MC), £ \ o
/ A A A A A J.'t1h < |\ \ -
8 balls, and Copper I\ j H". I\ Al .—1.. M\ = | I‘. \ o
(€C),3 balls a [ ) [\ [ [ [\ &3\
/ ] \ | i,I | | | 'l\l I | 'l\ il \
. \, |\ I| f \ |\ |\ E.’ HH*. \
e G A W S S WS W S




Knit
With MC and using backward-loop or
cable method (see Glossary, page 121},

CO 4 sts,

Increase section

Row 1: (WS) P4, CO 4 sts,

Row 2 and all even rows: Knit.

Row 3: P8, CO 4—12 sts.

Row 5: P12, CO 4—16 sts.

Row 7: P16, CO 4—20 sts.

Row 9: P20, CO 4—24 sts.

Row 11: P24, CO 4—28 sts.

Row 13: P28, CO 5—33 sts.

Row 15: P33, CO 5—38 sts.

Row 17: P38, CO 10—48 sts,

Row 19: P48, CO 10—58 sts.

Row 21: P58, CO 10—68 sts.

Row 23: P68, CO 10—78 sts.

Row 25: P78, CO 10—88 sts total. Insert
split-ring marker in last CO st.

Straight Section

Cant with MC, work even in St st (knit

every st an every RS row; purl every st

on every WS row) until work measures

about 8" (20.5 cm) from ring marker at

top edge, ending with a RS row (see

schematic, page 59).

*Next row: (WS) BO 55 sts, purl to end of
row-—233 sts rem.

Next row: (RS, split CO row) K33, CO 55
sts—B8 sts total.

Work even in St st far about 8" (205 ¢m),

measured from last split CO row, ending

with a RS row.

Repeat from * 6 more times, for a total of

7 splits. Work even untll piece measures

about 8" (20.5 cm) along top edge from

"CO" relt frenzy

last split CO row, ending with WS row,
Remove marker.

Decrease section

Row 1: (RS) With MC, beg at top edge
BO 10 sts, knit to end—78 sts,

Row 2 and all even-numbered rows:
Purl.

Rows 3,5, 7, and 9: BO 10 sts, knit to
end—38 sts rem after Row 9,

Rows 11 and 13: BO 5 sts, knit 10 end—
28 sts rem after Row 13.

Rows 15, 17, 19, 21, and 23: BO 4 sts, knit
to end—20 sts rem after Row 23.

Row 25: BO rem sts.

Godet insets (make 7)

With CC, CO 24 sts.

Row 1: (WS) Purl.

Rows 2-7: Wark in St st

Row 8: K1, ssk, knit to last 3 sts, k2tog, kl.

Rep Rows 1-8 four more times—14 sts

rem after fourth rep is completed.

*Work 3 rows even in St st.

Next row: K1, ssk, knit to last 3 sts,
k2toq, k1.

Rep from * 4 more times—4 sts rem

after fourth rep is completed.

Final row: Ssk, k2tog; pass ssk over
kZ2tog.

Cut yarn, leaving a 4" (10 cm) tail;

thread tail through rem st and

pull snug to tighten.

yarn threaded on a tapestry needle,
sew the godet insets into split openings
using mattress stitch. Re-thread yarn

as necessary. Rep for 6 more godets.
Weave in all ends.

Crochet top border

With CC. crachet hook, and RS facing,
double crochert (see Glossary, page 123)
up side edge, across top and down
other side edge; do not crochet along
bottom edge. Weave in ends.

Felt

Felt by machine method (strongly
recommended over hand felting for this
project).

Shape and Finish

Dry flat or on a mannequin te prevent
stretching. The soy fiber and wool blend
yarn felts with a very fuzzy finish. It you
do not like this look, you can neaten it
by brushing aver it with a plastic bristle
hairbrush, as we did, or by trimming off
the fuzz with a sweater shaver or sCssors,

Kips:

@ [fyou own or have access toa mid-gauge knitting
‘machine, you can use it to whip through the long straight
sections. Justinsert 2 rows of waste yam in the places where the

pattern specifies you cast off and then cast on part of 2 row. Then

Assemble and trim  youcnremove the waste yam toinsert the godets and sew the body

Insert godets pieces the rest of the way together.

Pin aodet into opening, @ [fyou want to leave stitches free to knit on a border after

easing where necessary. With felting, do a provisionaf cast-on with thick cotton yam (crochet

a 20" (51 cm) strand of MC cotton works nicely). It won'tfelt when you shrink the rest
oftheitem, and with a litte effort, you'l be abe to
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Chapter
wo

Felting

Though many knitters get their introduction to handmade felt through a knitted and
felted bag, hat, or slippers, traditional felting is a process much older than knitting. Felted
fabric existed before weaving and even before yarn or thread, because unlike these
other types of textiles, felt is so easy to make that you can do it by accident. Feltmaking
is very accessible to people of any skill level and requires little or no specialized equip-
ment. You can get started with just a handful of wool and a sink of hot, soapy water.
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Balls and Bedds

Making felt balls from roving or yarn scraps is an easy introduction to wet felting
and a great project to do with kids. Use the finished balls and beads as perfectly

matched buttons and embellishments for other knitted or felt projects you've

made or string them like beads to make unique jewelry. They can also be

cut, sewn, and glued. Make them in any size, from tiny beads to the size of

a play ball.
Finished size Prepare
4"=3" (2-1.5 cm) in diameter, You can make the balls one ball in yvour hand
! i, la an { startsto!
s 1 TIDM TR I
Materials J : : S dall
( <o " e
1 0z (28 g) or less of wool per ball, ' s
: . ' ide 1 e e J ell | ke Many
depending on size. ' r
] the sgle 1 [ 1 board | | l .
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Finished size
Custom (varies with size of soap bar).

Materials

10z (28 q) or less of wool per bar of

soap; small to medium-sized bar of
soap, preferably handmade or French-
milled. (“Cleansing bars” or pH-neutral
glycerin soaps won't produce the
desired results.)

Shown here: Assorted sliver in 3 colors;
Brown Sheep Lamb’s Pride Worsted
(85% wool/15% mohair, 190 yd

[174 m]/100 g) color M173 Wild Violet,
less than 1yd (.9 m); bar of soap, about
4" (10 cm) long, 24" (6.5 cm) wide, and
1" (2.5 cm) tall.

Notions
1 foot from a pair of nylon stockings or
tights (optional).




Prepare

If yvour bar of soap has any sharp corners, you
may want to round them off with a utility
knife, since they will be harder to keep covered
with the felt shell than rounded edages. Wrap
at least three layers of woaol around the bar of
s0ap, each layer perpendicular to the previous
layer to secure it. (You may place the wool-
wrapped soap in the foot of the stocking, to
avoid displacing the wool as you felt it, or tie

a length of feltable yarn around the wool to

hold it in place)

Felt

Dunk the bar in clean hot water, and pat
gently until the wool begins to felt. (You don't
need to add soap to the water, because the
soap will lather from the inside.)

Continue rubbing and scrubbing the bar of

soap until the feft shell shrinks tightly around it.

Finisk
Whnen the wool is securely felted around the

s0ap, rinse it guickly in cold water

Make it yours

If you have frequent honsequests, a
personalized felt Scrubbing Soap can
make them [eel especially welcome.
Wirap a bar in their favorite colors or
lay out Ehelr initials in yarn Scraps and
JElt them into the Surface.

Wrap soap with wool

=

Scrub the bar until the wool felts tightly around the ball

(PATE T ieih piver s by et (ky

wet felting 67"






- Finished Size
- About 8" (20.5 cm) wide and 72"

- (183 cm) long.

Materials

About 3} 0z (99 g) merino or other
“next to the skin” soft wool,
Shown here: Grafton Fibers

mering batt.

Notions

About 2 yd (183 cm) tightly woven
sheer synthetic fabric (to use as liner
to cover bamboo blind); bamboo blind
to fit standard size windows {or pool
liner of equivalent size).

wet folting ‘69"



Prepare

3 o4 - 4 Tir ] -—
i f 3

' ™ ] A f 1 Wl

_I_nI’.ll._t ¥ e L |'1=' ‘.!'

it an iImport siore d Cut
Oft any Cords or drapery

the way Oor, worse, damaaqe
the bathtub
o keep the hber in place the finished scart
and prevent it from getting INCe your Wo irranged on the fabri
tangled in the bling, place oVer it up with a second curtamn or layer ol

Batt laid out on surface and liner liner fabric on top of it belore liner fabric and. starting from one end. rol

up inside the blind, You may want to secure
the roll with rubber bands or by tying it
Felt
I your batintut I SINK Or wasntup, 1l
they're large enough) several Inches deep
with hot water. then ada soap. Place yout
felting roll into the tub only alter you ve
turned off the tap. It running water hits your
fiber directly, even through the bamboo and
the liner faornc. it will displace It angd maxé
hles ar divors in your scart
| : 'i'..f rn the hot
Cover batt with second liner OUr-own-prom-dress sectio! water until it's saturated to the middle. Whet

- nto a lonag skinny tube and directly from one end 1o the ot
Roll up the bamboo blind




Finiskh







Nuno Felt Wrap

Nuno (or laminated) felt is a technique developed by artist Polly Stirling. It consists

of wool fiber felted into a lightweight base fabric. The resulting fabric is thin, drapey,
and can be used for a variety of applications, like this warm but lightweight wrap
embellished with chain stitch embroidery. Using a fine, short-staple wool like merino
is especially important, since the fibers have to penetrate a layer of fabric to felt
together. While you can use a bamboo shade for nuno felting, bubble wrap or swim-

ming pool liner is gentler on the fabric if you're trying to make a very delicate felt.

Finished Size Shown here: Grafton Fibers batts; 1
Custom; wrap shown here measures  piece black polyester netting, about Sfnilsbem)
about 57" (146 cm) wide and 33" §' % 3' (152 x 91 cm); Appleton
{84 cm) long. (Usable area of fabric Crewel Yarn (100% wool, 27 yd =
may be slightly larger or smaller (25.5 m): #623 Flamingo, 1 small g
depending on the intended use and skein, .
desired look.) e
Notions
Materials About 2 yd (183 cm) tightly woven
3-4 0z (85-113 g) fine wool; 1 yd sheer synthetic fabric (to use as liner

(.9 m) or more of lightweight fabric to cover bamboo blind); 6 x 4

(tulle, net, gauze); about 30yd (275m) (183 x 122 cm) sheet of pool liner
crewel wool (CYCA #1 Super Fine) yarn  or bubble wrap; daming or crewel
(optional). needle (optional); scissors (optional),

wet felting 7"




Frepare

First fiber layer

ermnbroider on the finished Fabric core

ind 4" (4.5 and 10 cm) Second fiber layer

to make it the same or different from the Finish

--
-




Make a skirt

Take advantage of the lighter welght and
drape of Nino felt to create wearable art
and unigue clothing. Using a Synthetic
Sllver mesh fabric, Which complemented the
sparkie of our blue Corrigdale cross shimmer
patt from Grafton Fivers, we created a
piece af Nuwo felt 18" (45,5 cm) wide and
36" (91,5 cm) long. Designer Alexandra
(Xan) Undertill turned our felt into the
qorgeous skire shown here. She wrapped
the plece of felt around a black sliplike
unaerskirt and stitched the felt to the skirt
ar the waistband, folding over the top of the
JE/% to reveal the Silver mesh core fabric.
Shannon then atvacked 5 metal decorative
brads (With points that push through the
pack of ¢he fabric and fold out, just like the
ones meant for paper) and sewed 2 antigne
Jeweled broockes Ehrough the felt to secare
2he gpen Kile front,

35" (B9 Ccm)

(45.5 cm)

18"

48" (122 cm)




3
A Layering
Wet felting is not unlike papermaking, in that you
can embed just about anything between the layers of
fiber, Using beads, bits of yam, cutout shapes, or all
of the above, with a bit of imagination, you can create
flowing, organic shapes.

This felted cherry blossom piece started off with
two thin layers of pink roving for the background
color. Handspun yarm was laid out to resemble the
trunk and branches of a tree, and the flowers were
formed of felt cutouts and beads. A very thin top layer
of white roving sandwiches the design in place and
makes the whole scene look like it's enshrouded in
the morning mist.

Once the design is laid aut you can roll it up,
beads and all, in 2 bamboo blind, and felt it as you
would any of the other fabrics in this chapter.
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Chapter
Three

*
Needle Felting

When you see craft felt in a store, it’s usually acrylic. But we've already learned that felt-
ing is made possible by the special properties of natural protein fibers, and acrylic is
decidedly unnatural. So how can that be? The answer is needle felting. Needle felting
uses small, sharp needles to mechanically tangle fibers until they form a dense fabric.
The needles are usually triangular in cross-section, and each side has little barbs that
catch the fiber as they punch through it. The barbs catch individual fibers and drag
them through the fiber mass, so the more times the needle passes through the fibers,
the more thoroughly they become tangled.



Felting without water

De | hased rrom the same supplis Needle felting can be used to make
three-dimensional shapes







Monogrammed Bag

We promised to show you all kinds of ways to embellish your felted knits,
and this is where we deliver. A great way to start experimenting with felt-
ing needles is to apply a monogram or a simple pattern onto another felted
surface, in this case the purple Trapezoid Bag from chapter one. Once you've
started, don't be surprised if you're adding your initials to anything that

doesn’'t move!

.............................................................................................................................................

Materials Notions

Trapezoid Bag (see page 24);afewyd  38-gauge felting needles; T-pins;
(m) of any weight yarn. (Wool yarns needle-felting surface.

work best, but you can try anything Note: Though we usually recommend

you have in your stash.) using 3-inch-thick foamas a

Shown here: Purple Trapezoid Bag; needle-felting surface, you may

Brown Sheep Lamb’s Pride Bulky need a thinner piece for this

(85% wool, 15% mohair; 125 yd project.

(114 m}/100 q): M-78 Aztec Turquoise, )

3-5yd (2.75-4.5m). 1\

needle felting *S1°




Prepare

Felt

bag before monogram
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\“Prepare |
and felt

1. Pin monogram in place
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- 2. Tack yarn down lightly 3. Continue working monogram into bag surface E

R S — —_— - - = —

4. Use a needle punch to felt faster 5. Monogram completely felted into bag
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Materials

7 yd (46 cm) wool felt (wider than
your finished bag), purchased or hand-
made (see pages 102-103 for recycled
felt or 6263 for traditional felt);
about 6 yd (5.5 m) wool yarn in two or
more colors for plaid design; Bermuda
bag handles and liner, purchased or
homemade (see page 87 for direc-
tions). Shown here: Recycled felt from
thrift store sweaters; Cascade 220
(100% wool; 220 yd [201 m/100 g}:
color #8555 black, about 3 yd (2.75 m);
Cascade Eco Wool (100% natural wool:
478 yd (437 m}/250 g): color #7098
cranberry, about 3 yd (2.75 m).

Notions

Brown craft paper or pattern paper;
38-gauge felting needles; sewing
needle and thread; needle-felting
surface; 1yd (91.5 cm) I-cord or pur-
chased braid or cord in a coordinating
color (optional).

87(20.5 cm)

weedle felting *\E5*



Prgpﬁre niece of felt on the needle-felting surface and
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Bermuda bag resources and directions

If you don't have an original sitting in your attic, we'll show
you how to make the iconic Bermuda bag handles and liner
old school. Make YOUIN OWT tj'l'fl" hot- 1:_._3'-11”‘!1;;. ‘E;Lfﬂ}iir"g. or
sewing a fabric liner to a hinged pair of matching wooden
purse handles. Look for the wooden handles that have a

groove at the bottom to attach them to a bag

Materials

Wooden purse handles; ¥2 yd (45.5 cm) muslin or other plain cotton fabric
to use as liner; bias tape (optional).

Notions

8 small shirt buttons, about 12" (1.3 ¢m) in diameter; sewing needle and
thread; straight pins; staple gun or hot glue gun.

Use a photocopier to resize the template (right) so
that your purchased handles fit between the points
marked A and B and trace the template onto the muslin.
Fold the fabric in half and cut along the tracing to make
2 identical pieces. With wrong sides facing, sew the liner
between X and X, leaving a 4" (1.3 cm) seam allowance
and the space between A and B open for the top of the
bag. Turn liner right side out. Finish the cut edges by
pinning and sewing on bias tape, if desired. Sew four
buttons evenly spaced across the top edge of the liner on
both sides. Attach liner to handles us ng stapies or

Nnot giue.

Make It yours

Hou 1l want several covers £o choosSe 1rom
L0 Uit your mood, Don't pe limited to
plaid; lay the yarn out in different designs
o make floral, abstract, or geomerric
covers, See page 102 for another idea,

O

1%"  Enlarge template on photocopier 1%" I

(4 cm) until your purchased handles fit (4cm) | \'¥
between A and B. Mark button
positions as shown.

To join front and back together,
sew seam between X and X beginning

and ending about 12" (4cm) from Aand B as
shown, and leave top section open.

Bermuda bag handles available from:

Universal Mercantile Exchange

21128 Commerce Point Drive, Walnut, CA 91789
http://www.umei.com/

Bermuda bag handle (Model HHBB-01)

I " - -






Daisy and Lily Flowers

Because needle felting is done with dry, fluffy wool, it's easier to create three-dimen-
sional sculptures than by wet felting. To see how this works, make a ball of wool and
push a needle into it repeatedly in the same place. You'll see a dimple begin to form as
the wool tangles and compresses. By working some areas more than others, you can
sculpt the felt almost like clay to miake any shape you can imagine. Making felt flowers
can quickly become addicting! Add them to hats, bags, or anywhere you need a little

extra decoration (like we did on pages 27 and 32).

FERdEEA A A B I EREE TR SR EREREERERERRRR RN FRERRRES LA AR R R L R R R L T A ] R R R N

Finished Size

Daisy: 1-4" (2.5-10 cm) diameter; lily:

about 6" (15 cm) diameter.

Materials

Up to 1 0z (28 g) wool per flower. For
the daisy, you can use any kind of
wool or wool-blend roving. For the
lily, select wool with a staple length
of 3-4" (7.5-10 cm).

Shown here: Ashford Corriedale sliver
in assorted colors,

Notions

38-gauge triangle-point felting
needles; needle-felting surface; beads
and buttons for centers (optional);
yarn scraps for embellishment
(optional).

LR R R R R NN RN
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1. Shape center of flower

2. Create petals

Daisy

Prepare

Pull off a pie:

e of roving at least 12"
(305 cm) long and split it lengthwise
into small sections. Begin rollir a these
sections together into a ball, Iry to keep it

flat and disk-shaped, rather than perfectly

round. The ball you start with should be

slightly bigger than the desired size of the

T | -4 % A P
NS0 |_| We

Felt

Work evenly around the ball with the
felting needle until it starts to firm up
| -.!_h”'_.,-' He sure 10 1ack down anvy loose
ends or edges that stick out of the ball.
Choose which "face” of the ball will

be the front of your flower and beaqin
to shape the center of the flower by

. b 7 i, o g e e F - by Flvar arpas
puncning the needle through that area

repeatedly. This will form an indentation.

Beain ';f‘:_ti_*il 10 the first petal ['",'

orming d

- —_ | | - P - T
needling in several points

3. Define petals

T
- -

TrEnzZ i

4. Add center
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of the ball. Trace over this line unti

o 1 - = - . U sy o | P
begins to form a crease. Repeat this [«

form a total of five petals

- ey B - F

e F"‘"‘-":-'..I'.': further oy
the lines over and around the
ontinue working
over the flower, concentrating on the
center and the dividing lines, until you
are pleased with the shape. Remember

that wherever you insert the needle,

will create an ingentation, anag use this

ft'-._"].i".i_['._l': to shape any curves or details
vou would like to add 10 vour tlower,

ork over the lines from different angles

ouna ofT the petals. | nis part

o gently

T

CLIT

takes a little practice but 1S not dil
Lse a small piece of contrasting
OV e i o "‘;._-'”I-:'__" !'T- = "_'.:":“"1 "‘-T ..,Lqu'i_ i‘

WA

create a center tor the flower and needle

= | . - e
feit 1t INto plac

g

You could build on this basic flower
shape by adding more petals, stacking
multiple layers of petals together, using
more than one coler of wool, adding

beaded details, or needle-felting lieaves 10

§ _
go with the fiower




Lily

Prepare

Pinch some fiber from the end of the roving

and pull out a small section roughly one
staple length long. Do this 6 times. Arrange
the 6 tufts of fiber on a foam pad into a
semicircle, with the pinched corners on the
outside.

Continue to pull off more sections of
fiber and add them in layers until the shape
is about 4" (6 mm) thick. (This will thin
substantially as you felt it)) Twist the tips
of each petal between your thumb and
forefinger to make a sharp point

Felt
Using a single needle or a needle punch,
work over the entire surface of the shape

until it starts to hold together. Peel the wool
very gently off the foam. You will notice that

some fibers have been punched down into
the foam and are sticking out the back. Flip

At this point, you could remove the
flower from the foam block and use
wet-felting techniques to strengthen it
and smooth the surface. Give it a quick
rub on a washboard or lay it between
two layers of fabric, roll it up, and felt i
with hot water and soap. (See page 63
for more information.) Let the flower
dry completely before continuing with
needle felting.

Work the center of the semicircle 1o
make this area firmer and thinner than the
rest of the flower. Draw veins up through
the center of each petal with a single
needie,

With the side you intend to be inside
the flower facing down, roll the flower into
a cone, and felt the edges of the semi-
circle together. Continue working around
the cone, using a needle to felt a little fold
at the join between each pair of petals.

Turn the flower right side out. Fold

1. Arrange fiber on pad

2. Layer wool and twist tips

the piece over and continue to work over the  each petal lengthwise and felt a thin

crease in the back of each petal, to
emphasize the vein you drew down the
center and shape the flower,

entire shape from the other side. Continue
working, flipping it over several times, until it is
felted well enough to hold together through

-

gentle tugging.

Cut stamens from short pieces of
yellow or orange yarn, or a small piece of
roving, and needle-felt one end of each
piece to attach the yarn to the center of
the flower

e iy

it tinml photos b

4, Felt the join between petals
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Flapper flar

This is a time-consuming project—we won't lie. You start with 2 to 3 ounces (57 10

85 grams) of wool and make a hat using nothing but felting needles, elbow grease,
and patience. it's extremely warm and soft and has sort of the same simple beauty as a
fondant-covered cake. We used two colors of wool, one on the inside and another on
the outside, which adds a little interest to the hat where the inner color barely shows
through on the outside. Use contrasting colors to make this even more dramatic of

only one color to make the hat plainer.

Finished size Notions

Custom, to fit to your head or 38-gauge felting needles; hat form;

commercial hat form. long sewing pins, sewing needle and
thread (optional).

Materials Note: You can buy a hat form from a

About 2 0z (57 g) wool fiber in main needle-felting supply store or make

color (MC) and 10z (28 g) fiber in your own out of thick upholstery foam

contrast color (CC). Optional: Assorted  (see page 94 for directions). ﬁ
ribbons, buttons, beads, feathers,
yarn, embroidery thread, and fiber for

embellishment.

T
5'(12.5¢cm)

Shown here: Ashford Corriedale sliver,
colors Beansprout (MC) and Lime (CC), R

embellished with tulle ribbon, hand-

dyed mohair locks, Brown Sheep — >

o
Lamb’s Pride Bulky (8556 wool, 15% 26" (66 cm)

mohair; 125 yd [114 m]/100 g): M78
Aztec Turguoise, about 1 yd (91.5 cm).

nezdle felting *95*



Fir it
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2. Needle-felt until done

1. Layer the fiber over the hat form

—

Hat form directions

Materials

4" (10 cm) upholstery foam; tape measure; electric knife or sharp serrated knife.

Note: We use green high-density foam. Cheaper white medium-density foam would also work,
if you don't plan on reusing the block much.

Using a tape measure, measure around your head just above your eyebrows and record the
measurement. This is C. Think back to geometry class and pull out your calculator—you need to
determine the radius of a circle the same size as your head.

2r = (/pi, so divide your head measurement by 3.14, and divide that number by two. Then use
a compass (or devise one with some string and a push pin) to draw a circle of that radius on the
top surface of your foam block.

Using an electric knife or a sharp serrated knife, cut straight down through the foam along the
circle you drew. Trim the top edge off at an angle to make a rounded corner.

G felt fremzy

Prepare

Break the wool into 8-10" (20.5-25.5 cm)

long pieces and spread them out so they are
about 4" (10 cm) wide. You will wrap this wool
around the hat form in at least four layers
Drape the first layer of CC on top of the form so
it hangs over the sides, then wrap the second
layer of CC horizontally arouna the sides

Wrap the third layer (the first layer of MC)
around the sides again. This layer should

be thicker than the previous two. Wrap the

tep and down the sides of the form again, but
perpendicular 1o the second layer, The wool
may be uneven along the bottom edge; you
will neaten this later, Use any remaining MC to

fill in thin J‘_rl}‘:'{:;.

Felt

Using a felting needle or needie punch, begin
working over the entire hat form. First use
the felting needle to tack down any loose
edges or fiber clumps that are separating
from the form. Once the felt starts to come
together and no fiber appears to be falling
off the form, work over the whole hat with
whatever strateqy you like—around in circles;
targeting small areas at a time; or even totally
at random. This is the time-consuming part
of the project. It may take hours or even days
before the hat is completely felted, depending
on how much time and effort you devote 1o
it, so this is a good project to work on in front
of the TV or while reading.

Periodically peel the hat carefully away
fram the foam block to prevent it from
sticking to the foam. Tidy up the edges by
folding any overhanging fiber to the inside
and continuing to felt the hat. Work around

the bottom edge with the felting needle to



3. Qutside of the hat
Make it yours

Add a hatvand and emellishments. We
HSed Some moralr 10ckS that marched
EHe color of the Rat With a band wade
of tulle ribbon and matching yarn, all
arrached to the hat using nothing but

a felting needle, Jou may use feathers,
flowers, or an embroidered design on
your Kat, ror some empellisShments,

like beads and feathers, use the
Sewing needle and thread to baste the
design in place, then sew thew down T
firmly, Jusr remember to plan your
design carefilly, pinning or basting
EIEMENES INED place Lo try tHem our
Jirs8E, because pase a certain poine
neede feiting /2 very difficult to detack
WiEHont damaging the item,

4. Iron or steam the hat into shape




Maki PincusShion

By rolling up wool of many colors into a tube, you can make a simple millefiori
effect, like the cane work traditionally done in colored glass or, more recently, poly
mer clay. We used this concept to make a simple susni roll pincushion. Each project
makes more than one cushion, so these are good quick gifts for knitters and sewers
Wool is perfect for pincushions because its natural oils coat pins and needles
stored in it and protect them from rust and corrosion., If you store your felting

needles in a needle-felted pincushion, it will firm up even more with use.

L 8
-
o




Finished size
4 pincushions, each about 14"
(3.8 cm) tall and 2° (5 ¢m) in diameter.

Notions
38-gauge felting needles; needle-
felting surface; sharp scissors or utility

knife.
Materials
1-1% oz (28-43 q) white wool; ¥ 0z
(14 g) dark green wool; assorted fiber
and yarn scraps in many colors.
Shown here: White Targhee roving;
Ashford Corriedale sliver in color
Green Tea; assorted wool and yarn
scraps, including Ashford Corriedale
and Brown Sheep Lamb’s Pride.

Lo a AR AR R SRR RS SESESESESSEEEERSERESERESE S ANERENESESES SR EELERESSSREEZS S AEEELSES S SERESEENEEREESEREER

Prepare

Pull off about 8-10" (20.5-25.5 cm) of white
wool roving and open it ugp so that it lies flat
Select roving or yarns in colors to represent
sushi fillings {such as cucumber, carrot, radish,
crab, avocado, tuna, or wasabi) and cut or
break off pieces slightly lenger than your white
rice” is wide. Fill the roll generously because
everything will be shrunken and compacted
during felting, Lay the filling pieces near one
end of the white wool, so that the fibers are
perpendicular toit, and roll it up.

Continue wrapping more white wool around
the outside until you are pleased with the
proportions and size of the roll. (Again,
remember it will shrink during felting.)

Lay fillings perpendicular to white roving

Felt

Using a felting needle or a needle punch,
work up and down the length of the roll,
wrning it as you go. Make sure the needles are
penetrating all the way through to the center.
When the roll is tairly cohesive, wrap a thin
layer of dark green wool around the outside
and use your needle(s) to felt that only to

the surface of the roll; if you needle the dark
qgreen all the way through the roll, it will

create dark streaks in vour “rice.”

Finish

Trim off the ragaed ends of fibers and slice the
roll into 1-2" (2.5-5 cm) pieces, using a utility
knife or very sharp scissors. It you like salmon
roe, finish by sewing or gluing on a ftew bright
orange glass beads.

needle feltmg *or"
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Wool Shoes

These needle-felted beauties were the first thing we thought of when we heard

Converse was making a wool version of its classic shoe. The wool sides are backed

with a striped liner fabric, and they can be needle-felted if you're careful and

patient. It's more difficult to needle the surface of these shoes than to poke a piece

of upholstery foam but well worth the effort. The same approach could be used

on wool clogs or slippers. Because you're working in three dimensions instead of

on a flat surface, you may need to make adjustments to your design techniques.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Finished size
Completely custom.

Materials

1 pair wool shoes or slippers; small
amount of wool fiber and/or scrap
yarn for appliqueé.

Shown here: Gray low-top Converse
All Stars (sku #7190819); red and
green yarn remnants.

Notions

38-gauge felting needle; chalk
or washable quilters’ marking
pencil; sewing needle and thread
(optional),

Prepare

Decide on a pattern or design youd like

1o needle-felt onto your shoes. Draw
the design onto the shoes with chalk
or marking pencil or use a needle and
thread to baste the yarn or fiber into
place with thread that you'll remove
later. (The advantage of this second
techinique is twofold: You can lay out
the whole design in advance and

not have to guide the yarn with one

hand while you needle with the other,

and if you have a tough time getting
your sewing needle through a part of
the shoe, you can adjust your design
accordingly to accommodate the
felting needle.)

Felt

Carefully tack the yarn or fiber

into place with the felting needle,
positioning the yarn or fiber with one
hand if necessary. Working slowly, go
over the design with the needle until
the design is firmly secured to the
shoes, If you have trouble getting the
needle through the fabric in a certain
spot, don't force it, which may break
the needle. Try approaching it from a
different angle. You may need to alter
your design slightly to accommodate
the structure of the shoe.

Finish

When the design is completely felted
onto the shoes, wipe off any chalk
residue or clip the basting thread and
remove it.

needfe feiting *F9*




Felting for the allergic, vegans, a5 W00
and other nonwool people bject sl
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@ (an you knit any of the projects in chapter one
from an acrylic yarn and felt them with a needle
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" Iron-on embroidery patterns

AF 1imiAna cHart Y. tla a amirrarare and nacsdla _taltiana Ytacslhra ad 1 ol it sy Yumis
N UMIGUE ENeCis, COMDITE broidery and negdle-Teiting techniques to embellish any type

of elted fabric knitteq, re :'\._.!:' 1 Fr-it"nji-' Jeiten Wet. oreven '+1-. Ao nuna st N want
[0 draw your own desiqns 1or neegle-1elted appliques or yam embraidery? There are oler Iy Ol
Nip won-0n pattéms 1o CNoose iram

Qur favonites are Jenny Hart's Sublime Stitctung patterns and Katherine Shaughnessy's

y
P — - e LA i 4 e L o % e LEESTEE e . 2 . e y— [

patterns at Wool and Hoop. Katherine’s patterns were gesigned lor crewel, 4 type of embro
dery with very thin wool yarmn on a linen backing—it didn't 1ake much 10 transiate the concept

o felt! Jenny specializes in basic thread embroidery with attitude. Check out Katherine's and

Jenny's patterns {in the resource quide) for additional lechniques and inspiration, but here are

-.Ilh_'. !'f:"'-' {

o Lse vam 1o create needle-felteg outhnes and lopse hber to fill in Nenor spaces |;°n,.ﬂnpauern
& For fine detall (in needle felting or embroidery), you may want to split your varm into its companen
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up looking Nke 8 watermelon instead

in an emobroidery noop, o, 111 make it easier 10 keep the surtace nial while you work

|

" Needle-felting shapes

Cookie cutters are a qreal way to shape fibers for need

1 high wall that really holds the fiber in place and keeps your fingers out of the way of the felting

needies. rlace the cutter, i 1H-with oer, and noid it in place wihile you guncn the moers into ine
fabiric below. Be carelul not to break a negdle by stabbing too close 10 the cookie cutter, thouag!

I his technique doesn't capture a ot of fine detail, so pick a big, open design. Pin out the fabnc you're

curely felted
This technique also works with T-shirts, sweatshirts, and
l_"“lf { ..J:-I ‘l"ll'.:'I an Bl ': :li!:'+ vy | 1'.-._.' WSl -i}j_‘ NI :.‘} ]
tems gently in cool water, unless you want to wet felt the

ippligue, 100

Needle-felting with a cookie cutter
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Chapter
Four

Environmentally responsible, cheap, fast, and fun—that’s recycled felting! Recycled
felt uses repurposed knits (such as old sweaters) that are felted, sewn, embroidered,
knitted onto, or otherwise manipulated into new items. Check the back of your
closet, the thrift store, and garage sales for old sweaters. Chances are you'll be able to
find quite a lot of options for very little money. It doesn't matter if they have holes or
other damage, you can work around that in most of the projects here, and felting will
“seal” the edges anyway.



Old knits, reborn

To make recycled felt for all the projects

in this chapter, just throw some old wool
sweaters in a hot wash/cold rinse cycle
until they're shrunken to the thickness

you prefer for the project at hand. You'll
learn with experience what 10 expect
from particular fiber blends and even
certain clothing brands. For example, one
company’s 100% lambswool sweaters
shrink nicely but pill all over the surface
when felted. To fix the pilling problem and
make the surface more uniform, take an
old hairbrush with plastic bristies and brush
the felt surface vigorously in one direction.
The pills will come off into the brush, and
the felted surface will become smooth.

You can also trim away any snaqgs or
hairy bits with sharp scissors or a sweater
shaver. We even know a couple of guys
who repurposed a beard trimmer to add
a polished look to the felted goods they
sold. Tools to stay away from are rough
“sweater stones” and the “d-fuzz-it" comb,
which remove pills by pulling and tearing
the fibers.

The patterns here range from dead
simple (camera case and French press
cozy) to challenging {patchwork felted
jacket), But all you really need to approach
any of them are basic handsewing skills
and supplies to supplement the other
knitting and felting tools you already have.

Thrift store sweater

shopping guide

@ |fyou like it, buy it now. It won't
be there when you go back!

& (heck for sales and coupons.
(Mondays are half-price at one
favorite store.)

& Accumulate lots of sweaters in
the spring and summer when
theyre cheap.

& Mind the tags: is it 100% animal
fiber or a blend?

@ Rasic colors like gray, black, and
white (particularly cabled Arans)
are always good to have.

The art of sweater
dismemberment

Once you have a large collection of
felted sweaters, you'll probably want
to cut them apart into pieces for
easier storage.

Here’s how to take one apart for
maximum useable fabric. A rotary

cutter and mat make it much easier.

You can do this either before or after

felting—sometimes we take the

sleeves off to make wristlets or hats,
then felt just the bodies. Or, if we
go thrifting with friends and end up
fighting over the best sweaters, one
person can take home the sleeves
while another keeps the body.

& Tumn the sweater inside out and
place it front side up.

@ (hop off the sleeves, following
the seam lines if there are any.

@ (ut along one side seam and
shoulder line.

& (pen the other shoulder line,
and trim off all excess seam bulk,
whether knit or serged.

Voila! Leave the sweater as is for now

if you haven't decided what to make

with it yet; you never know when a

large, unbroken length of fabric will

come in handy.

recycled feit 103"



Emproigered Felted
Needle Case

ltems you use all the time should be beautiful as well as functional. A handmade needle case with per-

sonalized embroidery is the perfect combination of those qualities.

If you embroider with wool yarn before felting, it will shrink into the surface and become part of
the fabric. Embroidering onto an already-felted piece requires a sharp darning or tapestry needle and
more patience, but can be used to add texture as well as color to the piece. To take advantage of the
different properties of each technique, try combining yarn embroidery prefelting with erbroidery

floss postfelting, for extra texture and shine.



Finished size

Notions

Prepare
Cut off the top of the prefelted sweater at
armpit level, then cut up one of the side
seams. Determine how big a case you need
to hold your needles, then measure and cut
corresponding rectangle out of the felL
The case pictured folds in half and is 104"
(265 cm) tall and 177 (43 cm) wide when
open. If you have a lot of needles 10 store, you
may want to make a tri-fold case. If you have
alot of 14-157 (35.5-38 cm) straight needles,
vou will need to make your case taller.
Cut the liner fabric as wide as the felted
piece and 17 times as tall. {In our example,
this means 154" [40 cml tall and 17" 143 cmy]
wide.) Fold the bottom third of the liner fabric
up and press with an iron on the appropriate
setting for your fabric to form the needle
pockets. Fold the edges of the liner fabric
undertocreatea /" (1.3 cm) hem on the

three remaining edges and press.

Sew

Pin the liner centered on the felted plece and
sew all the way around the four edges. Using
your knitting needles as a guide, determine
how many pockets you'll need and how wide
each should be; 17 (2.5 cm) is wide enough to
hold a pair of most knitting needle sizes or a
few crochet hooks. Stitch up from the bottom
of the liner 1o the top edge of the pocket,

WOrking your way across the piece.

Make it yours

Cut Shapes [rom your erim fabric and
Sew these like appligués to the outside
Of Wour case; in the example picturea,
we've created a gardenful of lac flowers,
LEmbroider with yarn Scrqps or add
beads—now 'S your chance to make it
truly one of a kind,

104" (26.5) cmtall and 17" (43cm) ~ Tapestry needle; straight pins;

wide, unfolded. coordinating yarn oddments for T
embroidery; iron and ironing board; =

Materials sewing needle and matching thread §

Large felted sweater and additional ~ or sewing machine. 0 §,

felted scraps as desired for trim; % yd ; s

(45.5 cm) fabric for lining. -

Shown here: Light gray 100% wool .

from a felted sweater; extra felt ! . L

scraps in shades of lavender and 17" (43 cm) unfolded

purple; lavender silk shantung lining,

recycled rele “102°



Finished size

Varies according to the size of the sweater and

pillow form.,

Materials

Aran or other cabled wool sweater to felt; small
amounts of wool in multiple colors.

Shown here: Cream-colored Aran wool sweater;

B

Ashford Corriedale sliver in colors Green Tea,
Spearmint, and Plum Duff.

irlii"i‘-"

Notions

\

38-gauge felting needles; needlefelting sur-
face; sewing needle and thread; polyester fiber

fill or pillow form of desired size.

-
-
-
-
-
-
-




Create recycled felt

If vou haven't already done so, Cut the sleaves

rom the sweater Do Ij,' along the seams

and set them aside for another project. Felt
pody thoroughly by putting it throug!

one or two hot wash/cold rinse cycles in the

washing machine. You can tumble dry it on

low to prevent it from shrinking oo much

dry. cut off the top of the sweater, straight
across below the armhboles. (Do this only alter
felting, 1o prevent the sweater from raveling.)
Cut the remaining tube to the desired

pillow dirmmensions, adding ¥ (1.3 cm) seam

allowance at each end of tube.
eedle-rel
Slide a foam needle-felting surface inside the

'*'..".'Illi'l:'.:'?.'t A I G 1._|_ H i 11 6¢ FE 1_I+ a2 _I! ‘;,_. ot

IS5 ON the center of the 1oam. [-;.1_'-:_';”-_ n Ing Ihe

[ inc [ e cabl i olored

1 To IRLY gdles 1o felt the hber in place

Arrfange and stre the | as yvou w

Whing the edaqe ant rein vard th
Add more ] ary. Repeal

until yvou eased f e 10

After needle-felting, turn the pillow cover
nside cut and sew the tap and Hotton
closed, leaving an opening wide enough to
insert vour pillow form ar Aberfill. Turn the
cover right side out again and insert hbertil
or pilliow form, gently smoctning the cover in
place. Sew it closed by hand and fluff up your

FLEAr r II 1A
i- vy RS IILNYY

Make It yours

Experiment with other techmigues fo creare more

wool pillows, fHere are a few ldeas to ger you

Started;

v Patchwork pillows: TS I8 a great way to uSe ip
Smaller Scrags [rom orRer projects, particularly
Sweater Sleeves, Flece the indlvidial Scraps
Fogether i Square blocks with a pleasing design,
then Stitch two blocks together and StifY. You
can add crazi-guilt-Sryle yarn emprolaery, curons
Shapes, and wany other embelliShments,

V Reverse appligué: Cut a shape out of the front
piece of a sweater body plllow cover—a star, a
Series of Squares, or any orher Simple geomerric
partern, Sew a piece of 1elt or a knmitted panel
i a conErasting color over the cutont [rom the
back, then finish and stufy the pillow as above.
The cutout creates a window rhat shows the
CONErasting fabric ywou sewed on vhe inside,

Fill the ¢cables with colored fiber



camera Case

This camera case will keep your digital friend padded and safe

when it's tucked in your bag or backpack. Electronics don't like to
be cold any more than you do—it's bad for the battery life. This
project is a great way to use up smaller pieces of felted fabric left
over from other projects, such as the sleeve end seen here, or a
beautiful piece of handmade wet-felted fabric. Of course, cameras

vary in size and shape, so these instructions are guidelines only.

side edge

Finished size

Lustom, to hit your camera

Materials

Enough felted fabric to wrap
completely around your camera; craft
paper or brown paper bags; about

10 yd (9 m) yarn oddment and button
for braid closure; yarn for embroidery
optional); craft felt (optional)

Shown here: Felted wool sweater in an
intarsia design, 6" (15 cm) long and

7" (18 cm) wide before folding and
stitching; 6" (15 cm) square piece of red
embossed craft felt; red yarn oddments

for braid closure and embroidery

Notions
Sewing needle and thread; tapestry
needle; SCISSors; long sewing pins,

pencil or pen

camera circumference plus 1" (2.5 cm)

top edge

(1.3 cm) seam allowance

fold line

bottom edqge

N

side edge

"11.3 em)

camera htn(;l‘h plus



Frepare

Assemble
Top opening:

Braided closure:

Make it yours
THIZ pattern, while
quite Simple, ofjers
wany poSsibilicies
for customizarion—
anything from

SeWing O PUEEONS

or beads in a design
£0 CHERING decorarive
Qpenings sealed with
whipStitching for ¢he
lens and flask (good
1or oltdoor wWintertime
photoS—it keeps the
swowflakes offl) or
other applignés,







French Press Lozy

Tea cozies are practical and fanciful, but frankly they're the kind of project that noncraft-
ers have been known to mock. Teach the doubters a lesson with this modern cozy that
matches your highly caffeinated lifestyle. An old sweater with interesting edging is great
for this project. Notice how much interest the deep ribbing and coordinating buttons
add to the sample shown here. For a fancier cozy, embroider or needle-feit onto the fin-
ished piece. This technique works best on straight-sided French press coffeemakers, but

with a little shaping, you can also make a cozy that will fit a rounded machine pot.

.................................................................................................................................................

Finished size Materials Notions

Custom, to fit your pot. Cozy shown Large wool sweater, felted (seedirec- ~ Brown paper grocery bag

measures about 6" (15 cm) wide x tions on page 103). (or equivalent craft paper); two %"

117" (28.5 em) long (measured flat). Shown here: Turquoise Shetland (2 cm) buttons, or other closures
sweater, of your choice; darning or tapestry

needle; sewing needle and thread

to match sweater; scissors or rotary
cutter; pins or washable fabric marker;
ruler or yardstick; French press-style

3%" (9em) 1%" (4.5 cm) 3% (9 cm) 2% (9 ¢m)
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Adjust measurements as necessary to fit French press




Prepare

Paper template wrapped around the French press




Assemble

Paper template pinned to felted sweater

The finished cazy fits snugly, to
keep the coffee steaming hot







FPatchwork Felted Jacker

Like a quilt, there are a number of different ways to make a unique patchwork jacket or vest—with
uniform square pieces, assembled crazy-quilt style, or following the construction of the original felted
sweater. Use the smooth, plain parts of the sweater, or incorporate the edgings, seams, and other
design elements into your jacket. Be inspired by quilts or Japanese boro textiles—heavily mended and
patched indigo fabrics which are an &.:cellent example of the dep*h of character you can create with
random patchwork. You don't have to be an expert seamstress—we're certainly not! Just choose the

construction method that best suits yc iIr sewing skills, time, and taste.

Finished size Needles Notions

Completely custom. U.S. size 11 (8.5 mm): circular (cir)and ~ Several paper grocery bags or brown
set of 4 double-pointed (dpn). craft paper, or commercial vest or

Materials jacket pattern; sewing needle and

One or more wool sweaters, felted; thread; straight pins; waste yarn (for

CYCA #4 (worsted-weight) yarn: provisional cast-on); scissors; 1 or

350-500 yd (320457 m) (optional). more buttons,

Shown here: Gray and purple vest: Optional: Embroidery thread; vintage

Gray 50/50 blend felted sweater (for buttons, beads, decorative trim, rib-

body), several pieces of purple felted bon, grommets, studs, etc.

sweater in 2 shades; Brown Sheep
Lamb's Pride Worsted (85% wool/15%
mohair; 190 yd (174 m}/100 g): color
M173 Wild Violet, 1 skein, and color

M182 Regal Purple, 1 skein (for collar
Patchwork Felted Jacket and Vest Resources

and |-cord trim). :
) If you opt 1o use a sewing pattern as the basis for your patchwork jacket, Voque

RS e M o e 7975 (available at http://www.sewingpatiems.com or at your local sewing/craft
sweaters: Brown Sheep Lamb's Pride | store) works well, or choose another pattern for a jacket with  plain front and
Worsted (85% wool/15% mohair; set-in sleeyes,

190 yd [174 m}/100 g): color M38 To custom-knit a set-in sleeve for your jacket, you may find it helpful to consult

Lotus Pink; 1 skein. Jenna Wilsan's excellent series of articles at http//knitty.com. e
recycled felt “115
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Custom pattern method (shown
here in pink and red jacket)
Create pattern:

Prepare the jacket or vest body  the body piece. Its easy to tim away |
Quick and easy method (shown here in material around the armhale later, 50
gray and purple vest) the generous side for seam allowance

Commercial pattern method 1o make the back. Overlap each piec
Note: It you havent maae a vest or jacxet sides, leaving at leas! E

1101 1irchwork oiece i 1le | { 1
J | il ] | | il y
I 1 | i 1 I 1 1
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Fit:

Assemble front and back:

i throuah ancther hot - o+

his help Baste pieces:

Darts: neninag Remember the art /e shaf




Sleeves (optional)

Since the body of the jacket is completely custom, the following are provided as a guideline
only. it may take some trial and error to knit sleeves to fit your needs. You can decide to forgo
the sleeves and wear the piece as a warm vest, as we did in the gray and purple vest shown
here: in that case, skip this section and sew the pieces together following the directions below.
Knit your sleeves in an appropriate color and stitch pattern—if you've made your body
aut of old cable knit pieces, knit cables into the steeves! If your jacket Is highly textured, use
moss stitch or a slip-stitch pattern. Black-and-white bodies look ultra-mod 19605 Mondrian
with solid primary-colored sleeves. (The pink sleeves shown here were worked in reverse
stockinette stitch, purling every st on every rnd.)
The simplest method of knitting sleeves is the one shown here in the pink patchwork jacket:

Measure around the entire armhole opening. With cir or dpn, loosely CO the number of sts

necessary 1o equal 90% of the armhole measurement. Place marker (pm) and join for working

in the rmd, being careful not to twists sts. Work in the st patt of your choice, and dec 1 st before

and after m every 6 rnds (or as needed to taper sleeve), Work to desired length, then BO all sts.
For a more tailored sleeve, use your well-fitting sweater or commercial pattem as a guide and

knit sleeves to the desired dimensions.

Sew pieces together

Ease the sleeves into the armholes, aligning the beg of the md with the underarm basting. Pin

them into place.
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(You

may trim thie front iNntg a V-neck of

other front opening first) For the gray and

purple vest, we used the circular needle and
yarn to pick up stitches around the neck
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-ollar, then bound off

tied several yards

opening and worked In
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With dpns and yarn, we kn

of I-cord, then used a needle and

Sewing

thread to trim around the armhales and along

f the vest, For the pink

the front openings (

|acket, we used yarn and a darning needle 1o

whipstitch (see Glossary, page 1.23) around

the neck opening,

Add the

gray ana purpie vest,

closure of your choice, For the
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oanel. For
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and sewed on a 1 loop of I-cord on the

oppaosite we sewed

the [‘=I"|-' jacket,

5 buttons on each front panel then with 2

varn colors held together, crocheted 5 loops
using crochet chain 10 wrap around each pai

Of DUTTons, making osure, You

a simple frog ¢

might knit on buttonbanads, attach

purchased

closures. tie the fronts closed witt

11oQg

ribhon or l-cord, or choose the closure that

SUILS vour 1aste.

The options for embellishment are infinite

Use recycled felt or needle felting to attach a

design to your vest —for the gray vesl, we Cl It

1 - o P - —| & Fisl - g | =T 5
0 strins of recycled felt in 2 shades of purple,

each strip about 14" (35.5 cm) long Dy |

(4 cm) wide. then sewed them to the back of

the vest in a staggered pattern, alternating

the colors. Attach buttons, beads, ribbons, or
sther items—for the pink jacket, we sewed

an assortment of vintage buttons on the front

below the coliar



; l : Shibori techniques

Shibori is a Japanese technique of
lextile dyeing. According fo the World
Shibori Network (shibori.org), the
term doesn't have an exact English
translation, but it Is sometimes called
“shaped-resist dyeing.” The fabric is
manipulated into patterns by folding
and stitching before adding color—
almost a cross between origami and tie-dye.

If your item will be cut up or made into a different
shape later, plan your feited shibori pattern layout
accordingly. Place the shaper pieces on the
back of the piece and cut some lengths of a
nonfelting yarn (crochet cotton works well).
Stretch the knitted fabric over the shaper and
tie it off with the nonfelting yam very tightly.
Continue until you are out of shapers, patience,
or toom on the piece. Put the object through one
or two hat/cold cycles in the washer, as you would

Silkwarkers also use shibori technigues to create for any other felt project. Carefully snip the ties off and
elaborate permanent folds, puckers, and rippled textures in remove the shapers. Voila! You will find that finely knit sweaters,
their fabric. In felting, you can use similar folding and wrapping such as typical Shetland crewnecks, work best for this technique.
technigues to create textures with visual and tactile appeal. For the sample pictured here, we cut one sleeve from a fine-
You can create shibori-style patterns by stitching of by tying gauge wool sweater, then tied plastic bottle cap

shapers in place. Before we put the pieces into
the washer, we rolled up the ribbed cuffs
very tightly and enclosed them in plastic
sandwich bags, sealed with more crochet
cotton. This kept the ribbing from felting
in the washer and gave us a nice stretchy
finished edge.
If you'd like to use these shibori
techniques to both shape and dye your felt,
refer to page 79 for more information on
overdyeing feit.

small objects into the fabric. Smooth
river rocks are used in some traditional
shibori, but we strongly discourage
putting those in the washing machine.
Plastic bottle caps are ideal, as are small
rubber balls—you want them to be
able to go through the hot/cold wash
cycle without falling apart or damaging
your washer, For more complex
shaping, you can even create small,
hard fabric pillows stuffed with fiberfill
or foam rubber!

E ' :‘t;!uilting felted fabrics

One of our favorite fiber artists, Denyse Schmidt, uses traditional construction techniques—much of the work for her ready-made
quilts is done by groups of Amish women—to design contemporary quilts with modern colors and patterns. She's a perfect example
of fiber art crossover, combining new and old techniques, and she gave LS some suggestions.

Want to try quilting techniques on your felt? Here are a few tips:

& The thinner the felt, the easier it will be to hand-quilt.

@ |fyou'd like to quilt a thicker piece, use a sewing machine, Be gentle and don't force it—some machines can handle quilting fef
better than athers.

& Don't bother with quilt batting if you're going to machine-sew thick felt, but it can give a nice dimension to thin felt. Line your
piece with appropriate fabric if you use batting.

& Lsing a needle designed for tough fabrics like denim is best, with a strong poly/cotton blend thread.
If your machine has a “walking foot,” an attachment that helps guide thick or multilayered fabrics under the needie, use it!

phtod this fade iy Chtvsl e Duey
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Bind-Offs

Standard Bind-Off

Knit the first stitch, *knit the next stitch (2 stitches on right needle),

insert left needle tip into first stitch on right needle (Figure 1) and
lift this stitch up and over the second stitch (Figure 2) and off the
needle (Figure 3). Repeat from * for the desired number of stitches.
If you find that the bound-off edge is too tight; try binding off with
a larger needle than the one with which the piece was knitted.

Figure 3

.............................

Backward-Loop Cast-On
*Laop working yarn and place it on needle backward so that it
doasn’t unwind. Repeat from *.

-1 o 3 o
L
-

Cable Cast-On

Make a slipknot and place it on the left needle for the first stitch. Insert
the right needle into the stitch and knit it, but don't drop the old stitch
from the left needle. Place the new stitch on the left needle. *Insert
right needie between the first two stitches on left needle (Figure 1),
wrap yarm around needle as if to knit, draw yarm through (Figure 2),
and place new loap an left needle (Fiqure 3) to form a new stitch,
Repeat from * for the desired number of stitches, always working
between the first two stitches on the left needle.

Figure 1

Figqure 3

felt frenzy “217



g 7 On

£L

Long-Tail Cast-On

Leaving a long tail (about %" [1.3 cm for each stitch to be cast on),
make a slipknot and place on right needle. Place thumb and index
finger of your left hand between the yarn ends 5o that working
yarn is around your index finger and tail end is around your thumb.
Secure the yarn ends with your other fingers and hold your paim
upwards, making a V of yarn (Figure 1), *Bring needle up through
loop on thumb (Figure 2), catch first strand around index finger,
and qo back down through loop on thumb (Figure 3). Drop loop off
thumb and, placing thumb back in V configuration, tighten resulting
stitch on needle (Figure 4). Repeat from * for the desired number of
stitches.

Figure 4

felt frenzy

Provisional (Invisible) Cast-On

Make 2 loose slipknot of working yarn and place it on the right needle.
Hold a tength of waste yarn next to the slipknot and around your left
thumb; hold working yarn over your left index finger. *Bring right needie
forward under waste yarn, over working yarn, grab a loop of working
yarn (Figure 1), then bring needle to the front over both yarns and grab 3
second loop (Figure 2). Repeat from * for the desired number of stitches.
When you're ready to work in the opposite direction, place the exposed
loops on a knitting needle as you pull out the waste yarn,

Crochet

Crochet Chain

Make a slipknot and place on crochet hook. *Yam over hook and draw it
through loop on hook. Repeat from * for desired length. To fasten off, cut
yarn and draw tail through last loop formed.

\




Double Crochet (dc) Grafting
*Yarn over hook, insert hook into the faurth chain from hook, yam cetesmaisisianarabiassass

over hook and draw through a loop (3 loops on hook), yarn over Kitchener Stitch
hook (Figure 1) and draw it through two loops, yam over hook and ~ Arrange stitches on twa needles so that there is the same number of
draw it through remaining two loops (Figure 2). Repeat from * for stitches on each needle. Hold the needles parallel to each other with
the desired number of stitches. At the end of the row, chain 3 stitches  right sides of the knitting facing up. Allowing about %* (1.3 cm) per
and turn the work around. Begin the next row by inserting the hook  stitch to be grafted, thread matching yarn on a tapestry needle. Work
into the second stitch from the hook. from right to left as follows:
] Step 1. Bring tapestry needle through the first stitch on the front needie
- as if to purl and leave the stitch on the needle {Figure 1.
4& Step 2, Bring tapesiry needle through the first stitch on the back needle
e as if to knit and leave that stitch on the needle (Figure 2).
Figure 1 Figure 2 Step 3. Bring tapestry needle through the first front stitch as if to knit
and slip this stitch off the needle, then bring seaming needle through
Decreases the next front stitch as if to purl and leave this stitch on the needle
K2tog Step 4, Bring tapestry needle through the first back stitch as if to purl
Knit 2 stitches together as if they were a single stitch. and slip this stitch off the needle, then bring tapestry needle through
the next back stitch as if to knit and leave this stitch on the needle
{Figure 4).
Repeat Steps 3 and 4 until no stitches remain on the needles, adjusting
the tension 1o match the rest of the knitting as you go.

Ssk

Slip 2 stitches individually knitwise (Figure 1), insert left needle tip
into the front of these 2 slipped stitches, and use the right needle to
knit them together through their back loops (Fiqure 2).

Figure 4
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I-Cord

Using 2 double-pointed needles, cast on the desired number of stitches
(usually 3 to 4). *Without turning the needle, slide stitches to other end
of needle, pull the yarn around the back, and knit the stitches as usual,
Repeat from * for desired length.

Increases

K1f&b

Knit into a stitch but leave it on the left needle (Figure 1), then knit
through the back loop of the same stitch (Figure 2) and slip the original
stitch off the needle.

Make One (M1)

With left needle tip, lift the strand between last knitted stitch and first
stitch on left needle from front 10 back (Figure 1), then knit the lifted
strand through the back loop (Figure 2),

Figure 1

124" relt frenzy

Pick Up and Knit

Work from right to left with right side facing. For horizontal (bind-

off or cast-on) edges: Insert tip of needle into the center of the stitch
below the bind-off or cast-on edge (Figure 1), wrap yarn around
needle, and pull it through to make a stitch on the needie (Figure 2).
Pick up one stitch for every stitch along the horizontal edge. For
vertical edges or selvedges, insert needle between last and second-
to-last stitches, wrap yarn around needle, and pull it through to
make a stitch on the needle (Fiqure 3). Pick up about three stitches
for every four rows along the selvedge.

|||||||||||||||||||||

Backstitch Seam

With naht sides together, pin the pieces to be joined together so
that their edges are even. Insert the threaded needle from back
to front through both preces at the right-hand edge, take the yarn
around the edges and reinsert the yarn through the same stitch,
pulling tight to secure. *Insert the needie from back to front two
stitches ta the left (Figure 1), then from front to back one stitch to
the right (Figure 2). Repeat from * to the end, pull the yam firmly,
and fasten off on the wrong side.

Figure 2




Mattress Stitch (invisible seam for stockinette stitch)
Hold pieces to be seamed side by side, with their right sides facing
upward. Thread seaming yarn on a tapestry needle and join the
pieces as follows: *Insert threaded needle under two horizontal
bars between the two edge stitches on one piece (Fiqure 1), then
under two bars between the corresponding stitches on the other
piece (Figure 2), pulling the seaming yarn firmly to bring the pieces
together. Repeat from *, alternating a stitch from one piece and a
stitch from the other piece.

Whipstitch

With right sides facing up and the two pieces to be joined lying
edge to edae, insert a threaded tapestry needle from front to back
through one stitch at the edge of one piece, then bring the needle
back up thraugh the corresponding stitch on the other piece. *Insert
the needle from front 1o back in the
next stitch on the first piece and bring
the needle from back to front in the
corresponding stitch on the second
piece. Working in a circular motion,
repeat from * to the end, pulling the
yamn in the direction of the seam. Pull
the yarn firmly and fasten off inside.

Short-Rows

To make ¢ short-row wrap on knit rows:

Work to turning point, slip next stitch purlwise 1o right needle, then
bring the yarn to the front between the needles (Figure 1). Slip the
same stitch back to the left needle (Figure 2), turn the work around,
and bring the yarn in position for the next stitch, wrapping the
slipped stitch with working yarn as you do so.

Figure 2

To muke a short-row wrap on purd rows:

Work 1o turning point, slip next stitch purlwise to right needle, then
bring the yarn to the back between the needles. Slip the same stitch
hack 1o the left needle and bring yarn to front of work between the
needles. Turm work and bring yam in position for next stitch.

When you come 1o & wrapped stitch on a subsequent row, hide the
wrap by working it together with the wrapped stitch as follows:
Insert nght needle tip under the wrap (from the front if wrapped
stitch is @ knit stitch; from the back if wrapped stitch is & purf stitch),
then into the stitch on the needle, and work the stitch and its wrap
fogethier as a single stitch.
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Materials

Fiber suppliers

Ashford Fibers

Distributed in the United States by Foxglove
Fiberarts Supply

8040 NE Day Rd. Wess, Ste. 4f

Bainbridge Island, WA 98110
hitp://www.ashford.co.nz

http:/fwww foxglovefiber.com

New Zealand wool roving, sliver

Birds of a Feather

16840 Detroit Rd.

Avan, OH 44011
hitp:/fwww.ebirgsofafeather.com

Ellen’s 1/2 Pint Farm

85 Tucker Hill Ra

Norwich, VT 05055

ntp: r’n-. ww.ellenshalfpintfarm.com

Grafton Fibers

60 Gib Lockerby Rd

Grafton, VT 05146
http://www.graftonfibers.com
Handpainted nber and barts

LuxeFibre

426 Qakland Ave
Greensburg, PA 15601
http://www.luxefibre com/
Handdyed and handspun fibers

ThreadBear Fiber Arts Studio

319 S Waverly Rd

Lansing, M| 48917
http:/fwww.threadbearhberarts.com

Embroidery Patterns
Sublime Stitching {enny Hart)

PO Box 15130

Austin, TX 78761

hetp:/fwww sublimestitching.com
lron-on designs, perfect far use on fabrics
of alf kinds

Wool and Hoop Ltd. Co.
(Ratherine Shaughnessy)

PO Box 281

Mﬁrfd TX 70843
http.//www.woolandhoop,com

g™ nn rt-ur?, {;n‘_""ﬂ"i

Yarns

Brown Sheep Company Inc.
100662 Cty. Rd. 16

Mitchell, NE 69357
hitp://www brownsheep.com

Lamb’s Pride Worsted, Lamb’s Pride Bulky,

Nature Spun

Cascade Yarns

PO Box 58168

Tukwila, WA 98138
http://www.cascadeyarns.com
Cascade 220, Eco Wool, Pima Tencel

Bobble, Lapin, Pearls, Jozz, Dotly

Crystal Palace Yarns

160 23rd St

Richmond, {A 94804
http://straw.com/cpy/index.htmi
Kiddo, 1"rl’!" ittle Flowers, Fizz, Figz Star-
dust, Dragon Fly, Laborador, Chao-Choo,
Shaq, Party, §
Splash, Musigue

Dale of Norway Inc.

4750 Shelbourne Rd., Ste. 2
Shelburne, YT 05482
nitp://daleoinorway.com
Pelican

Poot, Iceland, Nubbies, Tingle,

Knit Picks

13118 N.E. 4th 51
Vancouver, WA 936584
hittp:/fwww knitpicks.com

Vacation, Sparkles, Get Away

Lana Gatto

Distributed by Needful Yarns

&0 Industrial Pkwy. PMB #233
Cheektowaga, NY 14227
hitp://www.needfulyarnsinc.com

Fructal
LIyYsia

Lion Brand Yarn

135 Kero Rd.

Caristads, NJ 07072

htp://www lionbrand.com

Suede, Glitrerspun, Moonlight Mohair,
Incredible

Lorna’s Laces

4229 North Honore St
Chicago, IL 60613
hitp://www.lomaslaces.net
Bulifrogs and Butterflies

Mango Moon Yarns

412 N. Coast Hwy. #114

Laguna Beach, LA 92651
http://www.mangomaoonyarms.com
Recycled Silk

South West Trading Company
1920 E. 3rd St

Tempe, AZ 85281
hitp://soysitk.com/

Karaoke

Tahki « Stacy Charles Inc.

70-30 80th St Building 36
Ridaewood, NY 11385
hitp://www.tahkistacycharles.com
Pop



Tools and Notions

Ashford Fibers

Distributed in the United States by Foxglove
Fiberarts Supply

BO40 NE Day Rd, West, Ste, 4F

Bainbridge Island, WA 98110
http://www.ashford.co.nz

http://www foxglovefiber.com
Needle-felting rools

FeltCrafts

492 South Main 5t.
Geneva, NY 14456
http://feltcrafts.com/
Tooks and kits for needle felting and
wet felting

Lehman's

289 Kurzen Rd. North
Dalton, OH 44618
http:/fwww.lehmans.com
Washboards

(Lehman's s a treasure trove for the nonelectric
househeld. Most of their business comes from the
Amish and Mennonite communities that surround
the small Ohio town where they are based, but you

can orger from their website)

Further Reading

Books

Davis, Jane. Fefted Crochet. Iola, Wisconsin: Krause
Publications, 2005.

Docherty, Margaret, and layne Emerson. Simply Felt:
20 tasy and Elegant Designs in Wool Loveland,
Colorado: Interweave Press, 2004.

Eichorn, Rosemary. The Arr of Fubric Collage: An Fasy
Introduction to (reative Sewing. Newtown,
Connectitut: The Taunton Press, 2003.

Galeskas, Beverly. Fefred Knits. Loveland, Colorado:
Interweave Press, 2003.

Haigh, Janet. Color on Calor: Elegant Designs to Stitch,
Loveland, Colorado: Interweave Press, 2005.

Hart, Jenny. Sublime Stitching: Hundreds of Hip

Embroidery Patterns and How-To. San Francisco:

Chronicle Books, 2006.

Qxey, Shannan, Spin to Knit; The Knitter§ Guide to
Making Yarn, Loveland, Colorado: Interweave
Press, 2006,

Shaughnessy, Katherine. The New Crewel: Exquisite
Designs In Contempotary Embroidery. Asheville,
North Carolina: Lark Books, 2005.

Schmigt, Denyse. Denyse Schmid Quilts: 30 Colorful
Quilt and Fatchwork Projects. San Francisco:
Chronicle Books, 2005,

Vickrey, Anne Einset. The Art of Feftmaking: Basic
fechniques for Making Jewelry, Miniatures,
Dolls, Buttons, Wedarables, Puppets, Masks and
Fine Art Pieces. New York: Watson-Guptil,
1997.

———. Needle Felting: Art Technigues and Profects.
Geneva, New York: Craft Works, 2002

Woiff, Colette. The Art of Manipulating Fabric lola,
Wisconsin: Krause Publications, 1996.

Magazines
Spin-Off
Interweave Knits
PieceWork

Websites

Anne Kyyro Quinn

http://www.annekyyroguinn.com

This London-hased Finpish designer shapes felt into
complex, yet easy to complete geometric patterns for
intérior design. Her pillows alone will give you dozens
of ideas to apply to not only felty home decor, but
also garments and accessories.

Wild Turkey Felt Makers, Polly Stirling
nttp://wwwowildturkeyfeltmakers.com/
PollyStirling html

Polly Stirfing invented the process for making
lightweight nuno felt. The website includes items for
sale as well as workshop schedules and other felting
information.

Atelier Zia/Zia Gipson
http://www.atelierzia.com

This site features a great photo tutorial on nune
feiting and lots of inspirational photas;
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