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WHY BAGS?

Even though we weren't there to see it, we're willing to bet that the first bag was invented

sometime in prehistory when cavemen and women scavenged the countryside for food and

had the good fortune to find more than they could carry. Since then, bags have become a
necessity of life for carrying and storing all of our stuff. In addition to the allpurpose home-
away-from-home handbag we grab before heading out the door, we need book bags,
garment bags, cosmetic bags, grocery bags, soccer bags, lunch bags, even garbage bags.
And let's not forget about a bag for our knitting projects. That's a lot of bags!

No wonder we think about bags so much, and no wonder they're a favorite project among

Bags have become a

knitters and crocheters. In addition o being useful, bags are relatively quick to knit, turn out
well even if your gauge is off, and offer countless creative possibilities in their design.

necessity of life for
; ? Following the format of the popular Style series (Scarf Style, Wiap Style, lace Style, and folk
carrying Gﬂd sto MNG  Shle), Bag Style is a book of projects to knit as well as a book about knitling bags. It's a
i collection of patterns for handbags and more that range from small to large and from simple to
al OF our S?UH:' notso-simple. Each bag offers an individual lesson in inspiration, technique, application, and,
of course, style. As a collection, the patterns will give you new ways to think about knitted and

crocheted bags and provide you with ideas and inspiration for your own inventions.

After you've taken in the twenty projects, turn to the Design Notebook (page 100, where you'll
find a discussion of the elements of knitled and crocheted bags and how to combine these
elements into your own designs. You'll learn how 1o give a bag shape, depth, stability,
handles, and closures, and you'll gain ideas for adding different kinds of embellishment.

Don't worry if you've never made your own bag before. At the end of the book, you'll find
a glossary of terms and techniques that includes illustrated instructions for all the specific
techniques mentioned in the projects. Along with the easy-o-follow directions and clear
illustrations in the project and design chapters, the glossary will provide the help you need
to successfully complete any project in this book.















Véronik Avery designed this uptown bag to be large enough to hold a few books or
imporlant files and chic enough to wear with a business suit and heels. The front and
back of the bag are identical, beginning with o narrow bass, followed by stitches cast
on for the side gusset, and ending with a contrasting horizonial band at the fop. For
stability {and to keep pens and pencils from slipping ouf], Véronik added a contrasting
lining. The bag fastens with a snapfiame closure that holds the upper edges securely. For

versatility, Véronik aftached a pair of short leather handles as well as a shoulder siap.

BACK

CO 90 sts. Setup row: [WS) P1 [selvedge sf; work in St st thioughout], work Row 1 of Cable
charl over next 88 sis, pl (selvedge st: work in St st throughout]. Working selvedge sts in St st,
conl in patt until piece measures 134" (4.5 cm) from CO.

Make Sides

Using the backward-loop method (see Glossary, page 119), CO 12 sts ot end of next 2 rows,
working newly CO sfs in palt and new selvedge sls in St si—114 ss.

Cont even in patt until piece measures 16" (40.5 cm) from CO, ending with a WS row.

Next row: K1, *k2tog; rep from * 1o last st, kI—58 sis rem. BO all sts.

FRONT

Work some as back

TOP BAND (make 2)

CO 20 sts.

Row 1 and all WS rows: K2, p2, k1, p10, k1, p2, k2.

Rows 2 and 4: K2, RT [see charl key), k12, RT, k2

Row &: K2, RT. k1, sl 5 sts 1o cn and hold in back, k5, k5 from cn, k1, RT, k2.

Rows 8, 10, and 12: Rep Row 2.

Rep Rows 1-12 eight more fimes—band measures about 16" (40.5 cm) from CO. BO all sts.

ZENITH CARPET BAG

FINISHED SIZE
About 15" (38 cm| wide, 19" (48.5 cm) tall,
and 4" (10 cm) deep, excluding handles

YARN
Chunky weight (#5 Bulky).

Shown here: Reynolds Rapture (50% wool,
50% silk; 72 yd [66 m]/5Q g): #710 dark
teal, 12 balls.

NEEDLES

Size 6 [4 mm); 24" (60 cm) circular [cir).
Adjust needle size if necessary to obtain
the correct gauge.

MNOTIONS

Cable needle (cn); marker (m]; tapestry
needle: 16" (40.5 cm| snap frame (item
#IV77 from www lacis.com): 15" x 39"
138 x 99 cm) fabric for lining; sharp-point
sewing needles for each thread weight;
thread 1o maich lining fabric; buttonhole
twist thread to malch straps and handle;
two 19" (48 5 cm) leather handles; 32"
181.5 cm| lecther strap

GAUGE
24 stitches and 32 rows = 4" (10 c¢m) in
charied cable pattern.




Can't decide

between traditional

leather handles and

a shoulder strap?

Use bothl

| 5 5

l:l k on RS, p on WS

B pon RS, kon WS

D paiiern repeal

X R k2tog but do nol drop sts from needle, knit first st again
drop both sis from needle

2 T: take right needle Io farside of work and knit 2nd sf through
back loop, knit first st, drop both sts from needle

> < 2/2RC: sl 2 sts onio cn and hold in back, k2, k2 from en

FINISHING

With yam thieaded on a lapesiry needle, sew CO edge of side 1o selvedge edge of bot
fom of each bag piece as shown below. Sew top band 1o front and back pieces, positioning
garter edges on lop so they overlap and conceal BO row. Using the mattress st [see Glossary,
page 124), sew front to back along sides. Weave in loose ends

& e _Jj Lﬁ,ﬁ_m%

Sew CO edge of side o selvedge edge of bottom



Facing

With WS facing and holding bag upside
down, pick up and knil 72 sfs along each top
band, 2 sts in from the edge—144 sfs. Place
marker (pm) and join for working in the md.
Work in St st until facing measures 22" (6.5 cm)
from pick-up row. Loosely BO all sts. Turn bag
inside out and position snap frame between
top band and facing and, with yarn threaded
on a tapesiry needle, sew BO edge of facing to
top edge of bag, enclosing snap frame in
the process.
Lining
With RS tog, sew shorter sides of lining fabric
log to form a tube. Sew tube closed at one
end. Bring side and bottom seam log, forming a
fiangular point at bottom and sew a perpendic-
ular seam 2" (5 cm) down from peint of friangle
Repeat on other side. Turn lining RS out. Fold
top edge down ¥2" (1.3 cm) fo WS and press.
Insert bag inside lining, thereby concealing WS
and use a whipstitch (see Glossary, page 124)
o sew lop of lining o bottom of facing.

With buttonhole twist threaded on a sewing
needle, sew handles to RS of bag, 3" [7.5 cm)
from top edge. Sew ends of stap o side

seams, 1" (2.5 cm) below bottom of top band.

'\N\aul.nar\ossawd .
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Mary D'Alton tumed o Japanese origami for the construction of this clever bag. She
knitted two diamonds—one burgundy and one chartreuse—then folded them together
into @ triangle shape. She made the handles by working the last three sfitches of two
of the diamends info a long piece of lcord, which she sewed to the top edge of the
opposite diamond. To keep the consiruction simple, Mary felied the whole thing to firm
up the knitted fabric, making a sturdy pouch-style bag—no need for o lining; no need

for a closure.

FIRST HALF

With burgundy, CO 3 sts. Work in St st for 2 rews. Inc as foll:

Row 1: (RS) Knit.

Row 2: Purl

Row 3: K1, MIR (see Glossary, page 123}, knit to end—1 st inc'd

Row 4: Purl.

Row 5: K1, MIR, knit fo last s, ML (see Clossary, page 123), k1—2 sts inc'd.

Row 6: Puil.

Rep Rows 3-6 seven more fimes—27 sts. Work Rows 1 and 2 once, then work Rows 3-6
three times—36 sts. Rep the last 14 rows 4 more times—72 sts. Work Rows 3-6 once, then
work Rows 3 and 4 once more—76 sis. Rep Rows 1 and 2 three fimes for bottom edge of
bag. Dec as foll:

Row 7: K1, k2tog, knit to end of row—1 st dec’d.

Row 8: Purl.

Row 9: K1, k2iog, knit to last 3 sts, ssk, k1—2 sts dec'd.

Row 10: Purl.

Work Rows 7 and 8 once more—72 sis rem. YWork Rows 1 and 2 once, then work Rows
7-10 three times—63 sts rem. Rep the last 14 rows 4 more times—27 sls rem. Work Rows
7-10 eight fimes—3 sts rem. Work Rows 1 and 2 two fimes

Handle
Change o dpn and work 31 Fcord [see Glossary, page 124) until handle measures 25"
163.5 cm). BO all sts

. . TWO-TONE TRIANGLE PURSE

ALTON

FINISHED SIZE
About 18" [45.5 cm) wide al base and 11"
(28 cm) 1all after felling, excluding handles.

YARN

Worsted weight [#4 Medium).

Shown here: Harrisville Designs New
England Highland (100% wool;, 200 yd
[183 m]/100 g): #39 russet {burgundy) and
#07 tundra [chartreuse), 1 ball each.

NEEDLES

Size 6 (4 mm}: straight and set of 2
double-pointed [dpn). Adjust needle size
if necessary to obtain the correct gauge

NOTIONS
Tapestry needle; net laundry bag

GAUGE

18 sliiches and 26 rows = 4" (10 cm) in
stockinette stitch, before feling. MNofe:
Swatch both colars of yam to make sure
they have the same gauge.




A bit of origami

makes a smart purse.

SECOND HALF
With chartreuse, CO 3 sts and work as for first half.

FINISHING

Block pieces so that they are exactly the same size.

Assembly

Overlap the pieces so that the burgundy piece is on top of the chartreuse piece. With bur
gundy threaded on a tapestry neadle, sew the pieces tog as invisibly as possible. On the W5
of the bag, sew along the bag base [where it will be folded) to secure the twao layers log.
Fold the bag in half with RS tog and sew side seams from the bottom corner uniil even with the
bhase of the V in the center front and back of the bag. Weave in loose ends. Turn bag RS out

Felting

Place bag in net laundry bag and run through washer cycle set on small load, hot wash, and
cold rinse, adding a small amount of mild detergent. Stop the washer periodically o check the
progress of the felting; run through additional cycles if necessary to achieve the desired amount

of felting {no stitches should be visible).

Attach Handles

Attach burgundy handle 1o top of charlreuse point on one side of bag and aftach charireuse
handle 16 top of burgundy point n cther side of bag. To altach handle, pesition end of handle
behind point and, using yarm color to match point of bag, whipstitch (see Glossary, page 124)
in place.



Dense felted sfitches
can produce a fabric
that's nearly as sturdy

as leather. |







While vacationing in the Caribbean, Mags Kandis purchased a souvenir backpack
made of palm leaves that was, alihough beautiful to look at, scraichy to wear. So, she
copied the narrow elongated shape in a soft wool yarn in the festive colors of acean-
side cabanas and bright beach towels. She worked the bady side to side for vertical
stripes and placed eyelet holes along the opening edge for o drawsiring. She knitted a
separate piece for the foldover flap and embellished it with felied crochet circles. Mags
shaped the bottom of the bag with sewn gussets and knitted the straps in narrow strips

of stockinette stitch that roll in on themselves naturally.

NOTE
+ Body of backpack is knitted swdewoys for ease of color chunges.

STITCH GUIDE

Drawstring Eyelet Pattern

Rows 1-8 and 10-14: Waork in St st

Rows 9 and 15: [RS) Knit to last & sts, k2tog, yo, kd
Rows 16-22: Work in St st.

Repeat Rows 1-22 for pattern.

CABANA BACKPACK

MAGS KANDIS

FINISHED SIZE

About 143" (37.5 cm| wide, 207 (51 em)
lall, and 4%2" deep before felting; 8%
[21.5 cm) wide, 18" (45.5 cm) tall, and
3" [7.5 em) deep alter lelting.

YARN
Worsted weight (#4 Medium)

Shown here: Vermont Organic Fiber
Compeny O-Wool (100% wool; 198 yd
[181 m]/100 g): #440 sumac [red; Al,
#5401 garnet (wine; B), 2 skeins each;
#6402 saffron [gold: C), 1 skein

NEEDLES
Size 10Y% (6.5 mm). Adjust needle size if
necessary fo oblain the correct gauge.

NOTIONS
Size K/10%z (6.5 mm) crochet hook; lapes-
Iry needle; nel laundry bag.

GAUGE
13 stitches and 20 rows = 4" (10 cm) in
stockinette stitch before felfing.

jile
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Hide a drawstring

closure under a

decorative flap.

BODY

With B, CO 72 sts. Work 10 rows in St st. Change to C and work 2 rows in St st. Change fo
A and work Rows 1-22 of drowsiring eyelet patt (see Stiich Guide]. Change lo C and work 2
1ows in St st. Change to B and work Rows 1-22 of diawstring eyelet patt. Change o C and
work 2 rows in St st. Change fo A and work Rows 1-22 of drawslring eyelet patt. Change to
C and work 2 rows in St st. Change io B and work 22 rows in St sf Change to C and waork 2
tows in St st. Change fo A and work Rows 1-22 of drawsliing eyelet patt. Change to C and
work 2 rows in St st. Change o B and work Rows 1-22 of drawstring eyelet patt. Change

lo C and work 2 rows in St st. Change lo A and work Rows 1-22 of drawstring eyelet patt.
Change fo C and work 2 rows in St st. Change to B and work 12 rows in St s—192 rows
fofal. BO all sts.

FLAP
With C, CO 26 sts. Work in St st for 52 rows. BO all sts.

STRAP
With B, CO 5 sts. Work in St st until piece measures 95" (241.5 cm) from CO. BO cll sts

DRAWSTRING
With C, CO 3 sts. Work in St st unil piece measures 54° (137 cm) from CO. BO all sis

FINISHING

Weave in loose ends.

Seams

With B threaded on a tapestry needle, sew CO edge to BO edge of body. With RS log, fold
bog so thal panels of B without diawstring holes line up (the back will be the panel of B with
the seam) and sew tog to form base of backpack. With bag inside out, flatien bag bottom
so that the middle of the base seam is centered and faces up (see Design Notebook, pages
106-107). With B, sew a seam across each comer o form “ears.” Fold “ears” loward center
of bag base and lightly sew in place.

Flap Embellishment
Smaill Circles: {maoke 2 with A; 1 with B) With crochet haok, ch 22, sl st into first ch lo form
ring. Fasten off. Cut yarn, leaving a 16" (40.5 cm) tail to attach to flap later




Large Circles [make 2 with B; 1 with A) With crachet hook, ch 30, sl st info first ch fo form

ring. Fasten off. Cut yarn, leaving a 16" [40.5 cm] lail

Using pholo as a guide, use fails to secure crocheted circles onto flap. Keep in.mind that the
flap will shrink more in length than width during the felting process. To have finished circles ap-

pear more round, attach to flap in long oval shapes.

Felting
Place all pieces in a net laundry bag and run through washer cycle set for small load, hol

wash, and cold rinse, and add a small amount of mild detergent. Stop the washer periodi-
cally to check the progress of the felting, and run additional cycles if necessary to achieve the
desired amount of felfing. When pieces are felted, remove from washer, pull info shape, and

lay flat to airdry.

Assembly
With C threaded on a fapestry needle, use the backstiich (see Glossary, page 124] to aftach

flap o back of backpack, centered between drawstring holes. Cut drawstring in half and knot
cut end of each piece. Beg at flap, thread unknotied ends of drawstring through eyelets toward

front. Knot and frim ends

fold strap in half and with C threaded on a tapesiry needle, use backstitches 1o attach center
of stiap securely to backpack back centered below flap as shown below. Adjust for fit and
knot siraps at desired length in relation to bottom of backpack. With C threaded on a tapesiry
needle, attach straps above knots securely at bottom comers of backpack. Knot and trim ends

Attach straps to bag back with backstitches
(flap not shown).

Knit narrow stockinette-
stitch strips and lef them
roll on themselves to

form rounded straps.







Pam Allen indulged her fondness for the berry stitch in this quick-and-easy knilling bag
whose cigar shape was inspired by o bag she saw in a caldlog. For the front and back,
she knitied two slightly shaped reclangles and seamed them along the bottom and part-
way up the sides, Rather than binding off, she placed the live stitches on wooden knit
fing needles, squished them together to form soft gathers, and applied a lifle superglue.
Gartersfitch handles sewn 1o the front and back are all that's needed o finish the bag.
This particular bag isn't lined, but it would be an easy matter fo use the front and back as

patten pieces and add a cheery print lining te prevent needles from poking through.

BACK

With larger needles, CO 80 sfs.

Row 1: (WS) K2, *(k1, pl, k1) in nexi st, p3tog; rep from * to last 2 sfs, k2.

Row 2: Purl

Row 3: K2, *p3iog, (k1, pl, k1) in next st; rep from * o last 2 sts, k2.

Row 4: Purl.

Rep Rows 1-4 uniil piece measures 9" (23 cm) from CO, ending with Row 4 of patt. Dec row:
[WS) K2, *k1, p3iog; rep from * 1o last 2 sts, k2—42 sis rem. Loosely knit 1 row. With size

15 wooden needles, purl 1 row. leave sls on needle.

FRONT
CO 80 sts and work as for back

HANDLES (make 2)
With smaller needles, CQO 6 sts. Work in garter st (knit every row] until piece measures
21" (53.5 cm) from CO. BO all sts.

FINISHING

Genlly sleam-press pieces. With yam threaded on a tapestry needle, sew botfom seam. Beg
ol bottom edge, sew side seams for 5" [12.5 cm). Spread sis evenly along wooden needle
fiom knob end to 1% (3.8 cm} from tip. Use superglue to secure last few sts at pointed end.
Sew handles to bag 10 sts in from each end.

KNITTING NEEDLE KNITTING BAG

PAM ALLEN

FINISHED SIZE
About 18%" [47.5 cm) wide and 9 (23 cm|
tall, excluding handles.

YARN

Chunky weight (#5 Bulky).

Shown here: Nashua Handknits Creative
Focus Chunky (75% wool, 25% alpaca;
110 yd [101 m]/100 g}: #1940 dried rose,
3 balls.

NEEDLES

Bag—size 10V (6.5 mm). Handles—size 9
(5.5 mm). Adjust needle size if necessary fo
obtain the correct gauge.

NOTIONS
Topestry needle; size 15 (10 mm) wooden
needles; superglue

GAUGE
17 stitches and 19 rows = 4" (10 ¢m) in
patiern stitch on larger needles.

LING
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RUGGED MESSENGER BAG

UA ECKELS

FINISHED SIZE
About 16" [40.5 cm] wide, 11" (28 cm| lall,
bag. Joshua knitted five separate pieces for the bag—a front, back, flap, gusset, and g 214" (6.5 cm] deep alter felfing.

Carry your impertant files and papers comforiably in Joshua Eckels's manly messenger

shoulder pad. He felied them down to a dense, indestructible fabric in his washing

machine, frimmed them square, then sewed them together. Under the foldover flap, Worsled weight (#4 Medium)

Shown here: Plymouth Galway Highland
Heather (100% wool: 210 yd [192 m]/100 gl
bag depth and provides a handy channel for the heavy nylon-webbing sirap. Joshua 4704 gray IMC), 4 balls; #710 burgundy
[CC), 3 balls.

Joshua added a heavy-duty zipper to keep the contents secure. The gusset gives the

added buckles to give the stiap an adjustable fil, and he added a soft pad at the
NEEDLES

Size 8 (5 mm): straight and set of 4 double-
pointed (dpn). Adjust needle size if neces-
sary lo oblain the correct gauge

shoulder for comfort

BACK
; 5 e . : : NOTIONS

With MC, CO 101 sts. Work in St st until piece measures 17" [43 cm) from CO, ending with :

: Marker [m); iapesiry needle; sharp-point
a WS row. [Dec 1 st each end of needle on next row. Work 3 rows even.] 2 times—97 sts ;

upholstery needle with large eye; 2 yd

rem. Dec | st each end of needle on next 3 rows—91 sts rem. Purl 1 [WS) row. Next row: (2 m) 2" (5 cm) heavy nylon webbing for
K1, sssk [see Glossary, page 121), knit to last 4 sts, k3tog, kI—87 sts rem. BO all sts. strap {available from fabric stores); 18"

[45.5 cm) heavy-duty zipper; sewing thread
lo match zipper; two 2" (5 cm) single bar
FRONT slide adjustable buckles.
With MC, CO 101 sis and work as for back.

GAUGE

20 stiiches and 26 rows = 4" (10 cm] in
stockinette stitch before felting; 24 sfilches
and 44 rows = 4" (10 cm) after feliing.

2 DNUSO!

LIEERE




The messenger bag

IS an ergonomic
alternative to the

traditional briefcase.

FLAP

With MC, CO 101 sts. Work in St st until piece measures 18" (45.5 cm from CO, ending
with a WS row. Cont in shortrows (see Glossary, page 125] as foll:

Row 1: Knit to last 4 sts, wrap next st, turn.

Row 2: Puil to last 4 sts, wrap nex! st, turn.

Row 3: Knil 1o last 8 sts, wrap next st, turn

Row 4: Pul to last 8 sts, wrap next st, turn

Cont in this manner, working 4 fewer sts each row before wiapping and tuming until 24 sts
rem unworked at each end of needle, ending with o WS row. Next row: [RS) Knit, working
the wraps fog with the wrapped sts. Next row: [WS) Purl, working the rem wraps tog with the
wrapped sts. Change to CC and work even in St st until piece measures 22" (6.5 cm| from
color change, ending with a WS row. Dec 1 st each end of needle every RS row 4 times—93
sts rem. Purl 1 WS row. Next row: (RS) K1, sssk, knit fo last 4 sts, k3tog, k1—4 sis dec’d. Purl

1 WS row. Rep the last 2 rows once more—85 sts rem. BO 10 sts af beg of next 6 rows—25

sts rem. BO all sts

GUSSET PANEL

With CC, CO 28 sts. Divide sfs on 3 dpn so that there are 12 sts on Needle 1, 8 sts on
Needle 2, and 8 sts on Needle 3. Place marker (pm) and jein for working in the md, being
careful not to twist sts. Knit 12 mds

Inc Rnd 1: [K13, k1f&b] 2 times—30 sis

Knit 2 mds even

Inc Rnd 2: [K14, k1f&b] 2 times—32 sts.

Krnit 2 mds even.

Inc Rnd 3: (K15, kIf&b] 2 fimes—234 sfs.

Knit 2 mds even.

Inc Rnd 4: [K16, k1f&b] 2 times—306 sts.

Knit 2 rds even.

Inc Rnd 5: [K17, k1f&b] 2 times—38 sts.

Knit 2 mds even

Inc Rnd 6: [K18, k1f&b] 2 fimes—40 sts.

Knit 22 rnds even.




Strap Slit

Rnd 1: K14, BO 12 sts, knit lo end.

Rnd 2: K14, use the backward-loop method

[see Glossary, page 119) to CO 12 sts, knit to end.
Knit 44 mds. Rep Rnds 1 and 2 for 2nd slit. Knit 55
mds. Rep Rnds 1 and 2 for 3rd slit. Knit 62 mds. Rep
Rnds 1 and 2 for 4ih slit. Knit 55 mds. Rep Rnds 1 and
2 for 5th slit. Knit 44 mds. Rep Rnds 1 and 2 for &th slit
Knit 22 nds.

Dec Rnd 1: (K18, k2iog] 2 fimes—238 sls rem

Knit 2 tinds even.

Dec Rnd 2: [K17, k2tog] 2 fimes—36 sts rem

Knit 2 rnds even

Dec Rnd 3: [K16, k2iog] 2 times—34 sts rem.

Knit 2 mds even.

Dec Rnd 4: [K15, k2tog] 2 fimes—32 sis rem.

Knit 2 rnds even.

Dec Rnd 5: [K14, k2iog] 2 times—30 sts rem.

Knit 2 rnds even.

Dec Rnd é: [K13, k2tog) 2 times—28 sis rem

Knit 12 mds—piece measures about 57° (145 cm) from
CO. BO all sts

SHOULDER PAD

With CC, CO 36 sts. Divide sts evenly on 3 dpn, pm,
ond join for working in the d, being careful not fo twist
sts. Knit @ rds. BO all sts

Shoulder Pad Slit

Rnd 1: K12, BO 12 sis, knit 1o end

Rnd 2: K12, use the backward-locp methed to
CO 12 sts, knit to end.

Knit 26 rmds. Rep Rnds 1 and 2 for second slit

Knit @ rnds

ZIPPER BANDS (MAKE 2)
With MC, CO 101 sts. Work in St st for 16 rows.
BO all sis




FINISHING

Waave in loose ends

Felting

Place pieces in washing machine on the lowest water
level and haottes! water setfing with a normal amount
of laundry scap {and a pair of blue jeans fo improve
agitation, if desired). Run through several agitation
cycles. Check the pieces periodically for size and
density. When the pieces are near the final size,
remove from washing machine and cont o felt by

hand as foll:

Fill @ wash tub or basin with 2" (5 cm) of very hot wa-
fer and a generous amount of laundry or dish soap.
Wearing rubber gloves fo protect your hands from the
hot water, vigorously rub the pieces to saturate them
with soapy water. Stop occasionally fo check size
and reshape. When the desired size and density has
been reached, rinse out the soap while agitating un-
der hot water. Cont to agitate while rinsing with cold
water, making sure to remove all soap. Squeeze out
as much water as possible, then roll in a bath towel

o remove excess water

Blocking

While still damp, lay pieces out flat on a towel and
pull into shape (pin them tempararily it necessary).
Make sure that front and back are identical and have
one long straight edge and two rounded corners.
The long straight edge of the flap should match those
of the front and back. The slits on the gusset panel
should be aligned and symmetrical. The zipper bands
should be at least as leng as the long siraight edges
of the front and back. Allow all pieces 1o theroughly

airdry. If necessary, frim dry pieces with scissors.




| ASSEMBLY

S ftoch Flap

Align back and flap face up along their long straight edges. Overlap these edges by about
Vi (6 mm), with the WS of the flap overlapping the RS of the back. With yam [MC for invis-
ible seam; CC for contrasting seam) threaded on a sharp needle, sew tog with a backslilch

[see Glossary, page 124).

Attach Gusset Panel
fold gusset in half to find center point. Beg at center botiom of bag and working to top edge,

sew gussel fo bag back using a 4" (6 mm) seam allowance, matching center point of gusset fo
center bottom of bag. Make sure that slits on gusset are foc’mg outside of bag, and that gusset
exlends beyond top of bag by an equal amount on each end. Sew extra reinforcing slitches at

lop of bag. Sew gusset fo front of bag in same manner.

Zipper Bands

lay out zipper bands with twe long edges tog. Ploce zipper on top of bands, wrong side up.
Pin in place and, using a sewing needle and malching thread, sew both sides of the zipper to
band. If the zipper is a little long, center it and let the ends exiend beyond the bands. Center
the zipper in the bag opening and sew the bands to the front and back panels. Tuck any extra

length inside the bag. Tack the ends to the gussel sirip if necessary.

Shoulder Strap
Cut nylon webbing and singe ends to prevent raveling. Insert webbing into one end of the gus-

set fube, working in and out of the slits as you come to them. Slide one buckle onto each end
of strap. Slide on the shoulder pad. Fasten the two ends of the shoulder strap with the buckles.
Trim strap to suit your needs, leaving room for adjustment

Pull ends of gusset strip up the strap lo remove slack. Sew a few large sis through both sides of

gusset panel and strap o stabilize bag and strap

If you don't like sewing
by hand, assemble this
bag with a heavy-duty

sewing machine.







~— CLASSIC CROCHETED PURSE

NORAH GAUGHAN

FINISHED SIZE

7 About 13" (33 cm) wide at base, 11%5"
base as well as generous pleats on the front and back. She double-crocheted the wide 156 ) iqll, and 3" 7.5 em| deep.

To give this triangular purse plenty of depth, Norah Gaughan sewed gussets af the

lower section in a suede-aok nylon yarn and single-crocheted the upper partin a fuzzy

wool/alpoca blend that she later felied. To make it easy fo find things in the purse, ~ Worsted weight (#4 Medium).

Shown here: Berroco Suede (100% rylon;
120 yd [110 m])/50 g): #3734 maliunuck
open. A cardboard insert lends stability to the base, and a fabric lining helps the un- (M), 3 balls. Beroco Ula Alpaca
(50% alpaca, 50% wool; 215 yd

[197 m]/100 gl: #6277 peat mix ([CC),

Norah sewed the side seams along the lower seclion only—the upper part stretches

felted section hold its shape. There's no need for a fastener; the smart leather handles

hold the bag closed as it's carried. 1 skein.

HOOK

Size G/6 [4 mm). Adjust hook size if
BODY necessary o oblain the correct gauge

With MC, ch 65. De into 4th chain from hook and in each ch across, uin—63 de. Ch 3, de

NOTIONS
into next st and in each st across, turn. Work even in de uniil piece measures 18" [45.5 cm) Removable markers; tapesiry neadle; et
from beg. Fasten off. laundry bag; 1 pair 12" [30.5 cm) leather

handles; Y4 yd [0.25 m| lining fabric;
3'x 138" (7.5 x 33 cm| piece of cardboard

for stiffening bottom

Pleat
Mark the center of chain edge and last row. Mark 2" (5 cm] out from center marker (point A),
fhen mark 2" {5 cm) out from these markers (point B| as shown. Bring point B to center point,

GAUGE
14 double crochet = 47 (10 cm) with suede.

folding along lines A and B on both sides of center point. With yern threaded on a lapesiry

needle, baste in place.

4" (10 em)

Fold the upper edge info o wide pleat




Smooth leather handles

impart a dressy look.

Top
With CC and RS facing, work 40 sc across one pleated side, working through all layers of
pleat. Work even in sc for 11 more rows. Sc2iog at beg of every row 10 fimes—30 sc rem.

Fasten off. Rep for other side.

FINISHING

Weave in loose ends.

Felting

Place bag in net laundry bag and run thiough washer cycle set on small load, hot wash, and
cold rinse, adding a small amount of mild defergent. Stop the washer periodically to check the
progress of the felfing; run through addilional cycles if necessary unfil botlom of felted portion

measures about 8" (20.5 cm) across and felted portion is firm.

Gussets

With MC threaded on @ lapestry needle, sew side seams. Tum bag inside out and hold upsids
down. Flatien out the botlom of the bag so that the fold line is centered, forming a point at eac
side (see Design Notebook, pages 106-107). With tapesiry needle, sew base 22" [6.5 cm] i
from each side. Fold points up toward sides of bag and sew tips of points fo sicle seams.
Lining

Cula 7" x 14" (18 x 35.5 cm| piece of lining fabric. Fold fabric lengthwise with RS tog and,
using a 4" 1.3 cm) seam allowance, sew long sides fog. Sew one short side. Turn RS out,
insert cardboard info lining pouch and slip st end of pouch closed. Insert fabriccovered card:
board into botiom of bag so that it lies flat. Cut a 36" x 10" (91.5 x 25.5 cm) piece of lining
fabric. With sewing needle, malching thiead, and RS fog, sew short sides log. Sew bottom
seam and miter comers as for bag. Fold down top edge 2" [1.3 cm] fo WS, Make pleats in
lining as for bag. With WS tog, sew lining info bag.

With CC threaded on a fapestry needle, sew bag handles to felted portion of bag.



Give your bag more
depth by adding a
couple of carefully

p\@ced pleats.







A champion of siring market bags, Katie Himmelberg designed this one io be wider
than most so that it could hold long veggies, lealy greens, fresh bogueltes, and other
goodies with ease. She worked the body of the bag in a single piece from the edging
al the lop of cne side down to the base and up again to the edging on the ofher side.
Then she seamed along the sides. She chose a sirefch lace pattern to give the bag
plenty of flexibility and worked it in a streng hemp yamn for durability. Stitches for the
strap are picked up along the fop of the bag at one side seam, then worked in garter

stich for the desired length and sewn fo the fop edge at the opposite side.

STITCH GUIDE
Point d’Espri‘r (muhipie of 6sts+9)
Row 1: [RS) K2 *yo, k2tog, k1, k2tog, yo, k1; rep from * to last 7 sls, yo, k2tog, k1, k2tog,
vo, k2.
Row 2: K3, *yo, sl 1, k2iog, psso, yo, k3; rep from *
Row 3: K2, k2tog, *yo, ki, yo, k2iog, k1, k2tog; rep from * ta last 5 sts, yo, k1, yo, k2log, k2.
Row 4: K1, kZiog, *yo, k3, yo, sl 1, k2tog, psso; rep from * o last & sts, yo, k3, yo, k2tog, k1.
Repeat Rows 1-4 for pattern.

BAG
With size 7 needles, CO 65 sts.

Edging

Work in garter st (knit every row] for 4 rows. Change Io size 8 needles and knit 4 more rows.
Change 1o size 9 needles and knit 4 more rows. Next row: Change to size 10 needles and
use the M1 method (see Glossary, page 123] lo inc 4 sls evenly spaced—69 sts. Knit 3

more rows.

HEMP MARKET BAG

KATIE HIMMELBERG

FINISHED SIZE

About 26V4" [66.5 cm| wide al base, 141"
[37 cm] wide at top, and 13%4" [33.5 cm|
iall

YARN

DK weight (#3 Light).

Shown here: Lanaknits Hemp for Knitling
allhempé [100% hemp; 165 yd

[151 m]/100 g}: sprout lyellow-green],
2 skeins.

NEEDLES

Body—size 13 (9 mm|. Edging—sizes 7, 8,
9 and 10 (4.5, 5, 5.5, and 6 mm). Adjust
needle size if necessary lo oblain the
correct gauge

NOTIONS
Tapestry needle.

GAUGE

10V> stilches and 14 rows = 4" (10 cm) in
stitch patiern on largest needles; 18 sfitches
and 36 rows = 4" (10 cm) in garter stilch on

smallest needles




Body
Change 1o size 13 needles. Work Rows 1-4 of point d'esprit patt (see Stitch Guide]
20 fimes—piece measures about 2412 (62 cm) from CO,

Edging

Change lo size 10 needles and knil 3 rows. Next row: knit, dec 4 sts [k?log] evenly spaced—
65 sis rem. Change lo size @ needles and knit 4 rows, Change 1o size 8 needles and knit 4
rows. Change to size 7 needles and knit 4 rows. Loosely BO all sts

FINISHING
Fold bag in half with RS tog, meeting CO edge o BO edge. With yarn threaded on a tapes-
try needle, use a whipstitch (see Glossary, page 124) lo sew side seams.

Strap
With smallest needles and RS facing, pick up and knit 10 sts centered above one side seam.

Work in garter st until piece measures 18" (45.5 cm|. BO dll sts. Center end of strap over other
side seam and whipstitch in place.

Weave in loose ends. Steam-press lightly to open up lace patt.

Paper or plastice

Neither—go green with
a handknitted bag!




This locy stitch pattern
stretches in width and
length to accommodate

a variety of groceries.







Cn a recent trip fo the Bahamas, Ruthie Nussbaum was fascinated by the intricately
woven siraw baskets, bags, and placemats in the Straw Market of downtown Nassau.
She translated these shapes, textures, and colors infe this unusual linen clutch. Ruthie
knitled the bag in two layers—a stockineite-siiich inner layer and o textured outer layer—
and sandwiched flexible plastic needlepoint canvas between the two. She sewed the
layers to knitted circles to give the bag ifs disfinctive shape, then finished it with a few

rows of crochet with builtin handles

STITCH GUIDE

Herringbone Stitch

Row 1: [RS) *K2tog through back loop (tbl), slip first st off lef-hand needle and leave second
st on needle; rep from * to last st, kltbl.

Row 2: *P2tog, slip first st off needle and leave second st on needle; rep from * 1o last st, pl

Repeat Rows 1 and 2 for patfern.

OUTER BAG

With larger needles and 2 strands of yarn held tog, CO 80 sis. Rep Rows 1 and 2 of herring:
bone st [see Stitch Guide) until piece measures 10%" (27.5 cm) from CO, ending with a WS
row. With RS facing, BO all sts in patt.

INNER BAG
With smaller needles and single strand of yarn, CO 54 sts. Work even in St st until piece
measures 134" (34.5 cm) from CO. BO all sts

HNEN TUBE CLUTCH

RUTHIE NUSSBAUM

FINISHED SIZE

About 10%" (27.5 cm) wide, 5" (12.5 cm|
fall, and 57 (12.5 cm| deep, excluding
handles

YARN

Sportweight (#2 Fine).

Shown here: Louet Euroflax Sport Weight
[100% wetspun linen; 270 yd [247 m]/
100 g): #35 mustard, 3 skeins

NEEDLES

Outer bag—size 9 (5.5 mm): straight

and sel of 4 double-pointed [dpn). Inner
bag—size 4 [3.5 mm). Adjust needle size if
necessary o obtain the correct gouge.

NOTIONS

Marker [m); tapestry needle; size F/5
(3.75 mm) crochet hook; 1 sheet 10Y2"
[26.5 cmj by 13'%" (34.5 cm] and two
5"(12.5 cm| circles of plastic
needlepoint canvas.

GAUGE

20 stitches and 30 rows = 4" (10 cm)

in stockinette stitch with single strand on
smaller needles; 16 stifches and 22 rows

= 4" {10 cm) in stockinette stiich with yamn
doubled on larger needles; 23 stitches and
18 rows = 4" (10 em] in herringbone pattern
with yam doubled on larger needles.
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END CIRCLE (MAKE 2)

With dpn and 2 strands of yarm held tog, CO & sfs. Arange sts evenly on 3 dpn, place
marker [pm], and join for working in the rd, being careful not fo twist sfs
Rnd 1 and all odd-numbered mds: Knif.

Rnd 2: K1f&b (see Glossary, page 124) in every st—I12 sts

Rnd 4: *K1, k1f&b; rep from *—18 sis

Rnd &: *K2, k1f&b; rep from *—24 sts.

Rnd 8: *K3, k1f&b; rep from *—30 sfs.

Rnd 10: *K4, kif&b; rep from *—36 sls.

Rnd 12: *K5, klf&b; rep from *—42 sis

Rnd 14: *K6, kIf&b; rep from *—48 sts.

loosely BO all sts

FINISHING

Block pieces. Weave in loose ends.

Assembly
layer outer bag, needlepoint canvas, and inner bog, with RS of each knitted piece facing out
i 1 as shown at below, With yarn thieaded on a tapesiry needle, baste edges. With 2 strands of
Plastic ﬂeediepO\m yarn held tog and RS facing, beg at corner of bag layers, use single crochet [sc; see Glossary,
g page 122, for crochet instructions} fo jein one end circle fo the long edge of the bag layers,
canvas wi “ hOId working one sc in each BO st of the circle and working thiough all layers—there will be about
5 sis of the circle left unworked when you reach the comer, ch 1 at comer, work 36 sc evenly
21 Shﬂpe. spaced along top edge of b h 1 af then atiach d end circl bef h 1
f g fop edge of bag, ch 1 af comer, then attach second end circle as before, ¢

at fourth corner, and work 36 sc evenly spaced across other top edge. Do not cut yom.

Baste bag pieces around needlepoint canvas. Join end cirlces to layered bag peices




Handles

Row 1: Turn, ch 1, sc in each sc across top edge of bag, turn

Row 2: Ch 1, sc in each sc across, un.

Row 3: Ch 1, sc in first 12 sc, ch 12, skip 12 s¢, sc in last 12 sc, tun
Rows 4-7: Ch 1, sc in each st across, turn.

Row 8: Ch 1, sc in first 12 sc, ch 12, skip 12 sc, sc in last 12 sc, turn
Row 9: Ch 1, sc in each si across, turn.

Row 10: Ch 1, sc in each sc across

Fasten off. Weave in loose ends

Fold handle in half and with yarn threaded on a fapestry needle, use a whipstitch (see Glossary,
page 126) to sew Row 10 edge to WS of bag. Whipstitch around handle slit. Whipstitch
selvedge edges of handle closed. Join yam fo other side of bag and rep for other handle.

Place @ circle of needlepoint canvas behind each end circle on inside of bag

The handles on this
bag are worked info
the croceht edging

along the opening.
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With an unusual twist on knitting yarn, Bri Ana Drennon and Regina Rioux Gonzalez
designed this generous tote to be crocheted in raffia ribbon. A siiff oval base is worked
in rounds of single crochet with a double strand of raffia. The flexible bady of the bag
is then worked upward from the base with a single strand of raffia and finished with
graceful scallops. Sturdy crocheted straps worked in the contrast color run from the base
to the top of the bag, and a row of single-crochet piping edges the top and calls out
the sides of the gussets. For a final touch, an apple-malif pockel is aftached to the front

No additional fastener or lining is needed.

BASE
With 2 strands of MC held tog and larger haok, ch 25
Rnd 1: Sc in 2nd ch from hook and in next 22 ch, 4 sc in last ch, rotate and sc in each of next

23 ch along the bottom of foundation ch, 4 sc in last ch, join with sl st in beg sc—54 sls

total.

Rnd 2: Ch 1, sc in first 23 s¢, [2 sc in next sc] 4 fimes, sc in next 23 s¢, [2 sc in next sc] 4
fimes, join with sl st in beg sc—62 sfs.

Rnd 3: Ch 1, sc in first 24 se, 2 sc in next sc, sc in nexi sc, [2 sc in next sc] 2 limes, sc in next

sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 25 s, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next sc, [2 sc in nex sc] 2 fimes,
sc in next sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next sc, join with sl st in beg se—70 sts.

Rnd 4: Ch
next 2 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 27 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 2 sc, [2 sc in next sc]

1. sc in first 25 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 2 sc, [2 sc in next sc] 2 limes, sc in

2 fimes, sc in next 2 s¢, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 2 sc, join with sl st in beg sc—78 sts.
Rnd 5: Ch

next 3 sc, 2 sc in next s, sc in next 29 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 3 sc, [2 sc in next sc]

1, sc in first 26 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 3 sc, [2 sc in next sc] 2 limes, sc in

2 times, sc in next 3 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 3 sc, join with sl st in beg sc—B86 ss.
Rnd & Ch
next 4 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 31 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 4 sc, [2 sc in next sc]

1, sc in first 27 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 4 sc, [2 sc in next sc] 2 limes, sc in

2 fimes, sc in next 4 sc, 2 sc in next s, sc in next 4 sc, join with sl st in beg sc—94 sts.

APPLE RIBBON TOTE

ANA DRENNON &

A RIOUX GONZ

FINISHED SIZE

16%%" (42 cm} wide and 7%2" (19 cm)

deep at base, 531" (136 cm| circumference
at fop, and 11%" (28.5 cm) lall, excluding

SNOPS,

YARN

Shown here: " (6 mm) Wiaffia Ribbon
(100% raffia; 100 yd [?1 m]/spool):
#4434810 white (MC), 8 spools;
#4434830 red (CC), 2 spools; #4434865
kelly green, and #4434820 black, less
than 1 spool each.

HOOK

Bag—size I/9 (5.5 mm). Pocket—size G/6
{4 mm|. Adjust hook size if necessary to
obtain the correct gauge

NOTIONS
Removable markers; tapestry needle

GAUGE

12 single crochet and 13 rounds = 4

(10 ¢m) with double strand of ribbon on
larger hook; 13 single crochet and 15
rounds = 4" (10 cm| with single strand of
ribbon on larger hook; 16 single crochet
and 16 rows = 4" {10 cm) with single strand

of ribbon on smaller hook.
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Raffia ribbon is a

natural alternative

fo yarn.

Rnd 7: Ch 1, scin first 28 sc, 2 sc in next s, sc in next 5 sc, [2 sc in next sc] 2 fimes, sc in
next 5 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 33 s¢, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 5 s, [2 sc in next sc]
2 limes, sc in next 5 sc, 2 sc in nex! s¢, sc in next 5 sc, join with sl st in beg sc—102 sts.
Rnd 8: Ch 1. sc in first 29 sc, 2 sc in nexl sc, sc in next & sc, [2sc in next sc] 2 times, sc in next &
sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 35 sc, 2 sc in next s¢, sc in next & sc, [2 st in nexl sc] 2 times, sc in
next O sc, 2 scin next se, sc in next 6 sc, join with sl st in beg sc—110 sts.

Rnds 9-12: Ch 1, sc in each sc around, join with sl st in beg sc.

BODY

Fasten off 1 strand of ribbon and cont working body with 1 sirand only.

Rnd 13: Ch 1, working in back loops for entire md, sc in first 28 sc, 2 sc in nexi sc, s¢ in nex!
9 sc, [2 sc in next sc] 2 limes, sc in next @ sc, 2 sc in next s, sc in next 33sc, 2scin
next sc, sc in next @ s, [2 sc in next sc] 2 times, sc in next 9 s, 2 sc in nex! sc, sc in next
5 s, join with sl st in beg sc—118 sfs.

Rnd 14: Ch 1, sc in each sc around, join with sl st in beg se.

Rnd 15: Ch 1, sc in first 28 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 11 sc, [2 sc in next sc] 2 times, sc
in next 11 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 33 sc, 2 sc in next sc, s¢ in next 11 sc, [2 scin
next sc) 2 fimes, sc in next 11 sc, 2 sc in next s, sc in next 5 sc, join with sl st in beg
sc—126 sts

Rnds 16 and 17: Ch 1, sc in each sc around, join with sl st in beg sc

Rnd 18: Ch 1, sc in first 28 sc, 2 sc in next sc, s¢ in next 13 s¢, [2 sc in next sc] 2 times, sc
in next 13 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 33 s¢, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 13 s¢, [2 sc in
next sc] 2 fimes, sc in next 13 sc, 2 sc in nexl sc, sc in next 5 sc, join with sl st in beg
sc—134 sts

Rnds 19-21: Ch 1, sc in each sc around, join with sl st in beg sc

Rnd 22: Ch 1, sc in first 28 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 15 sc, [2 s¢ in next sc] 2 fimes, sc
in next 15 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 33 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 15 sc, [2 scin
nexl sc] 2 limes, sc in next 15 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 5 sc, join with sl st in beg
sc—142 sis.

Rnds 23-26: Ch 1, sc in each sc around, join with sl st in beg sc.

Rnd 27: Ch 1, sc in first 28 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 17 s¢, [2 sc in next sc] 2 times, sc
in next 17 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 33 s¢, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 17 s¢c, [2 sc in
next sc] 2 fimes, sc in next 17 s¢, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 5 sc, join with sl st in beg
sc—150 sts.

Rnds 28-31: Ch 1, sc in each sc around, join with sl st in bag sc.



Rnd 32: Ch 1, sc in first 28 sc, 2 sc in next s, sc in next 19 sc, [2 sc in next sc] 2 times, sc
in next 19 sc, 2 sc in nexi sc, sc in next 33 s¢, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 19 s¢, [2 scin
next sc] 2 times, sc in next 19 sc, 2 sc in nex! sc, sc in next 5 sc, join with s| st in beg
sc—158 sts.

Rnds 33-37: Ch 1, sc in each sc around, join with sl st in beg sc

Rnd 38: Ch 1, sc in first 28 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 21 sc, [2 sc in next sc] 2 times, sc
innext 21 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 33 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 21 sc, [2 scin
next sc] 2 limes, sc in next 21 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 5 se, join with sl st to beg
sc—166 sts.

Rnds 39-43: Ch 1, sc in each sc around, join with sl st in beg sc.

Rnd 44: Ch 1, sc in first 28 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 23 sc, [2 sc in next sc] 2 limes, sc
in next 23 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 33 sc, 2 sc in next sc, scin next 23 sc, [2 scin
nex! sc] 2 fimes, sc in next 23 sc, 2 sc in next sc, sc in next 5 sc, join with sl st fo beg
sc—174 sls.

Rnds 45-54: Ch 1, sc in each sc around, join with sl st in beg sc. Do not fasten off.

Back Scallop

Cont in rows as foll:

Row 1: Ch 1, sc in first 26 s, turn.

Row 2: Ch 1, sc in first 29 sc, turn

Row 3: Ch 1, sc in first 27 sc, turn.

Row 4: Ch 1, sc in first 25 sc, turn.

Row 5: Ch 1, sc in firsl 22 sc, turn.

Row &: Ch 1, sc in first 19 sc, furn.

Row 7: Ch 1, sc in first 15 sc. Fasten off.

Right Side Scallop

With RS facing, join MC to 5th st o left of back scallop (4 open sts between back scallop and

ight side scallop).

Row 1: Ch 1, sc in first 16 sc, turn.

Row 2: Ch 1, sc2tog, sc in next sc, sc2tog, turn

Row 3: Ch 1, sc2tog, sc in next 10 sc, sc2og, turm.
Row 4: Ch 1, sc2fog, sc in next 8 sc, sc2iog, turn.

Row 5: Ch 1, sc2tog, sc in next 6 sc, sc2tog, tum.

Row é: Ch 1, sc2iog, sc in next 4 sc, sc2tog. Fasten off

Middle Side Scallop
With RS facing, join MC fo 2nd st to left of right side scallop {1 open st between right side
scallop and middle side scallop). Work Rows 1-6 as for right side scallop

Raffia is as flexible as
yarn, especially strong,

and comes in some

great colors.




a
il

Carefully placed
increases cause the
bag to taper gently

from the base to

the top.

Left Side Scallop
With RS facing, join MC to 2nd st to left of middle side scallop (1 apen st between middle
side scallop and left side scallop). Work Rows 1-6 as for right side scallop.

Front Scallop
With RS facing, join MC 1o 5th st to left of left side scallop (4 open sis between left side scal-
lop and front scallop). Work Rows 2-7 of back scallop

Right Side Scallop
With RS facing, join MC 1o Sth st fo left of front scallop (4 open sts between front scallop and
right side scallop). Work Rows 1-6 as for previous right side scallop

Middle Side Scallop
With RS facing, join MC to 2nd st to left of right side scallop |1 open sl belween right side
scallop and middle side scallop). Work Rows 16 as for right side scallop.

Left Side Scallop

With RS facing, join MC te 2nd st fo left of middle side scallop (1 open st between middle
side scallop and left side scallop]. Waork Rows 1-6 as for right side scallop, but do not fasten
off afier Row &—4 open sts rem between left side scallop and back scallop.

Top Border

This nd finishes off the scallops and changes the stairstep edges fo smooth semicircles

Crochet along the flat surface of the steps on the front and back scallops (not info the sides

of those rows] and crochet inlo the sides of the rows on the side scallops. Work as foll: With
MC slill attached and RS facing, ch 1, work 6 sc along top of scallop, 8 sc evenly spaced
down side of scallop, 4 sc in between scallops, working up large scallop skip side of row

and work 2 sc in row above, skip side and work 3 sc in row above, skip side and work 15 sc
across lop of scallop, working down scallop skip side and work 4 sc in row below, skip side
and work 3 sc into row below, skip side and work 2 sc in row below, skip side and work 4

sc info row below in between scallops, [8 sc evenly spaced up side of scallop, 6 sc across

top of scallop, 8 sc evenly spaced down side of scallop, 1 sc in between scallops] 3 fimes,

3 more sc in between scallops, working up large scallop skip side of row and work 2 sc in

row abave, skip side of row and work 3 sc in row above, skip side of row and work 4 scin
row above, skip side of row and work 15 sc along top of scallop, skip side of row and work 1
3 sc in row below, skip side of row and work 2 sc in row below, skip side of row and work 4
sc in row below in between scallops, [8 sc evenly spaced up side of scallop, 6 sc across top

of scallop, 8 sc evenly spaced down side of scallop, 1 sc in belween scallops] 2 times, 8 sc

evenly spaced up side of scallop, join with sl st in beg sc. Fasten off




PIPING
Al piping is worked with a single sirand of CC

ond larger hook.

Side Piping

To begin, locale one of the single sc sis in the
previously completed border md that can be
found en either side of a middle side scallop

|1 st before and 1 st affer the curved edge of
each middle side scallop—4 individual sts total
around top of bag). Insert hook from right fo left
into the post of 1 of the 4 indicated sts and work
a sc, cont by working info the st directly below
the st just made, inserting hook from right fo left
info the post to make 1 post sc. Cont in this fash-
ion, working each st directly below the one just
completed to the base of the bag—44 sts Iolal
Fasten off. Rep for 3 other sides

Bottom Piping
loosely work 1 sc into the front loop of each sc
of Rnd 12, join with sl st in beg sc. Fasten off

Top Piping
Work 1 md of sc along top of bag, join with s st

in beg sc. Fasten off




STRAPS (MAKE 2)

With a single strand of CC and larger hook, ch 171

Row 1: Sc in 2nd ch from hook and in each ch across, turn—170 sts.
Rows 2-4: Ch 1, sc in each sc across, turn.

Fasten off.

PIOE K ET

With a single strand of MC and smaller hook, ch 6.

Row 1: Sc in 2nd ch from hook and in each ch across, turn—25 sc.

Row 2: Ch 3, sc in 2nd ch from hook and in each ch acress, turn—7 sc

Row 3: Ch 3, sc in 2nd ch from hook and in next 7 sc, 2 sc in lost sc, turn—T0O sts.
Row 4: Ch 1, 2 sc in first sc, sc in next 8 sc, 2 sc in last sc, turn—12 sls.

Row 5: Ch 1, scin first 11 sc, 2 sc in last s, un—13 sis.

Row &: Ch 1, 2 sc in first sc, sc in next 12 sc, lurn—14 sis.

Row 7: Ch 1, sc in first 13 sc, 2 sc in last sc, tun—15 sts.

Row 8: Ch 1, sc in first 13 sc, sc2tog, tumn—14 sts rem

Row 9: Ch 1, sc2tog, sc in next 12 sc, turn—13 sis rem.

Row 10: Ch 1, sc in each sc across, furn.

The a pp|e defgm is  Cutoff MC and join CC. Conl as foll:

Row 11: Ch 1, sc in each sc across, turn.

re(]”\/ a SmOH pOCkeT Row 12: Ch 1, scin first 12 sc, 2 sc in last sc, furn—14 sis.
Row 13: Ch 1, 2 sc in first sc, sc in next 13 sc, turn—15 sts

fO( ChO ﬂge or ke\/s. Row 14: Ch 1, sc2log, sc in next 13 sc, turn—14 sts rem.

Row 15: Ch 1, sc in first 12 sc, sc2tog, tum—13 sts rem.

Row 16: Ch 1, sc2tog, sc in next 11 sc, um—12 sts rem

Row 17: Ch 1, sc2tog, sc in next 8 sc, sc2tog, turn—10 sts rem.

Row 18: Ch 1, sc2tog, sc in next 8 sc, turn—9 sts rem.

Row 19: Ch 1, [sc2tag] 2 fimes, sc in next sc, [sc2iog] 2 limes—>5 sfs rem. Do nof turn; do not

fasten off

Insicle Border
Place marker on last st completed. Beg and end at marker, work 2 mds sc around entire
pocket. Fasten off. This is the RS of motif



Leaf

With RS facing and smaller hook, join green

o apple just right of clenter above white portion

of moif

Row 1: Ch 1, sc in first & sc, turn

Row 2: Ch 1, sc2tog, sc in next 3 sc, 2 scin
last sc, turn—6 sts

Row 3: Ch 1, sc in firsl 2 sc, [sc2log] 2 times,
turn—4 sis rem.

Row 4: Ch 1, sc2log, sc in next sc, 2 sc in
last sc, turn—4 sts.

Row 5: Ch 1, sc in first 2 sc. Faslen off.

Outsicle Border

With MC and smaller hook, work 1 nd of sc
around entire pocket (including leaf], working
2scin 1 st around apex of curved portion fo

prevent puckers. Fasten off.

FINISHING

Weave in loose ends.

Straps

Posifion strap between front scallop and side scal-
lop. With CC and beg af lower edge of bag,
sew strap to bag. Sew other end of strap 1o other
side of front scallop in the same manner, being
careful not to twist strap. Repeat for back of bag.

Join Pocket
With black, embroider four “seeds” onfo front of
pocket. With MC, sew pocket fo bag front.







For a fresh aliernative to the black nylon laplop bag, Kate Jackson knitied and felied her
own jazzy shiped version. She worked the body of this bag in one piece from side 1o
side, beginning and ending with extra sirips to make pleats that provide necessary depth.
Then she knitied a separate piece for the shoulder strap, which she made long enough to
extend all the way to the base of the bag. For siability and strength, Kate felted the whole

thing, then she added a little embroidery detail to make it clearly her own

NOTE
+ Take fime fo check your gauge. Because the bag will be felied, exact gauge is not
crucial for the finished size of the bag, but you'll want fo be sure not to run out of yarn.

PLEAT (MAKE 2)
With CC, CO 70 sts. Beg with a RS row, work in St st for 28 rows. Place sts on holder. Make

another piece fo match

BODY

With MC and RS facing, knit across the 70 sts of one pleat piece, then use the backward-loop
melhod [see Glossary, page 121) to CO 18 sts, then knit across the 70 sis of the other plect
piece as shown on page 54 —158 sls total. Knit the next [WS) row. Cont in St st for 159 rows
as foll: 28 rows MC, 24 rows CC, 14 rows MC, 16 rows CC, 18 rows MC, 8 rows CC, 51
rows MC, ending with a RS row. Knit 1 (WS) row. Next row: K70, BO 18 sts, knit to end—70
sfs rem each side. Working each side separately, join CC and work in St st for 28 rows for

two pleats on other side. BO all sts.

STRAP AND BAG SIDES

With MC, CO 18 sts. Work in St st for 94 rows. Place removable marker on the last row.
Cont as foll: RS rows: Knit. WS rows: K1, p16, k1. Rep these 2 rows until @ total of 230 rows
have been worked afier marker. Place removable marker on the lasi row. Cont even in St st for
94 rows. BO all sts

FELT LAPTOP CASE

KATE CKSON

FINISHED SIZE
18" (45.5 cm) wide, 12%%" [31.5 cm) tall
and 9%" (24 cm| deep ofter felfing.

YARN

Worsted weight [#4 Medium).

Shown here: Cascade Yarns Cascade 220
(100% wool; 220 yd [201 m]/100 g)
#0420 dark teal (MC), 4 skeins; #8914
lime (CC), 3 skeins

NEEDLES
Size 10%2 (6.5 mm). Adjusi needle size if
necessary o obtain the correct gauge.

NOTIONS

Removable markers; stitch holders;
tapestry needle; pillowcase; felling needle
{optionall.

GAUGE
14 stitches and 18 1ows = 4" [10 em| in
stockinette stitch before felfing
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FINISHING

With MC threcded on a tapestry needle, sew CO and BO edges of strap o the gaps
between the pleats on the bag bady, being careful not fo twist strap. Sew CO and BO edges
of pleats to the side of the sirap, maiching the marked rows to the tops of the pleats. Fold the
pleats info box pleats as shown below and sfitch them along the top and botiom edges to

secure, VWeave in loose ends

Fold the pleats to the inside of
the bag and secure along the
top and bottom edges.

Felting

Place bag inte a pillowcase and close with a rubber band. Put it in the washing machine with
a pair of old jeans and a small amount of regular detergent. Set the washer to a small load,
regular agitation, hot wash, and cold rinse cycle. Allow washer to go through the cycle, stop-
ping and checking during the agitation periods, and repeating the agitation if necessary uniil
the stitches disappear and the bag shrinks fo desired size. It is a good idea lo sireich the fabric
every fime you check it to encourage even felting. When the bag has reached ifs finished size,
let it go through the spin cycle lo remove excess water. lay it on a flat surface, sirefch it into

shape, and lef airdry.

Trim off any yarn ends close to the fabric. With a steam iron, press the pleals info shape and

smooth out any wrinkles left from felting.

Menogram (optional)
Position a strand of CC to outline a monogram or symbol as desired on bag front. Use a felting
needle to stab the yam into place. Repeat with another strand of yam for a bolder monogram

The pleats are worked
in a contrasting yarn

for an unsuspected

kick of color.







The rectangular book bag is the bread and butter of knitted bags. In this version,
Kristin Nicholas began with a flat base, then picked up stitches around the edges and
worked the body in the round to the upper edge, alternating o few rounds of stackinette
siich and reverse stockinetle sfilch o puncluate the base and fop. For the handles, she
braided two lengths of the main color, felied them for strength, and sewed them securely
in place. Then she added bright embroidery o cne side of the bag (feel free 1o add it
o both sides or to leave it out aliogether), and she finished the bag by inserfing o piece

of plastic needlepcint canvas in the base and lining it with a woven fabric.

BAG
With A, CO 46 sts.

Base
Work back and forth in garter st (knit every row] for 16 rows—8 garter ridges

Sides

With A and RS facing, pick up and knit sts along rem 3 sides of base as foll:  sis along short
side, 46 sts along CO edge, 9 sls along other short side—110 sts fotal. Place marker [pm) and
join for working in the rnd. Purl 2 mds. Change to B and knit 1 md, then purl 2 inds. Change
lo Aand knit 1 ind, then purl 1 md. Inc md: *P11, use the backward-loop methed (see
Glossary, page 119) to CO 1 st; rep from * @ more times—120 sis. Rep Rnds 1-12 of Fair

Isle chart uniil piece measures 13" [33 em| from beg of charted patt. Dec ind: With A, *k10,
k2iog; rep from *—110 sts rem. With A, purl 2 ds. Change to B and knit 1 id, then purl 2
mds. Change to A and knil 1 md, then purl 2 mds. With B, BO all sts kwise.

FAIR ISLE BOOK BAG

KRISTIN NICHOLAS

FINISHED SIZE

172" (44.5 cm) wide al base, 13%4"
(35 cm| wide at center of bag, 162"
[42 cm| fall and 31" (@ cm) deep

YARN
Chunky weight (#5 Bulky).

Shown here: Nashua Handknits Creative
Focus Chunky [75% wooal, 25% alpaca;
110 yd [101 m]/100 g): #CFC2124
cordovan (reddish-brown; A), 4 balls;
#CFCI117 gross (green; B), 3 balls;
#CFC1590 krilliant blue (C), 1 ball

NEEDLES

Size @ (5.5 mm): 24" (60 cm)| circular (cir)
Adjust needle size if necessary fo oblain
the correct gauge

NOTIONS

Marker [m); tapestry needle; %2 yd (0.5
meter] lighlly woven cotfon fabric for lining;
sewing machine [optional); sharp-point sew-
ing needle; malching thread; siraight pins;
34" x 174" (9 x 44.5 cm) plece of plastic
needlepoint canvas

GAUGE
14 stiiches and 16 rounds = 4" (10 cm) in
Fair lsle pattern.




The essential book
bag—a classic

among classics.

Fair Isle
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FINISHING

Weave in loose ends

Embroidery

With C threaded on o tapesiry needle, work a 4-pointed daisy st [see Glossary, page 121) in
the center of each oval shope on front of bag. Using a running st see Glossary, page 122),
work dotted lines through the center of each undulating line on front of bag

Handles (make 2)

Cut 24 lengths of A, each 72" (183 cm) long. Tie one end into an averhand knot, Divide the & 3

siands info 3 groups of 8 strands each and work a 3-strand braid for the length of the strands Add Slmpie embro‘der\/

Tie the ends inlo an overhand knot. Felt in the washing machine. With a sewing needle and :
to brighten up the two-

malching thread, sew knofled ends of handles securely 1o right side of bag, flattening out knots

as you do 50, as shown below.

color Fair Isle pattern,

Lining

Nofe: Instructions here are for using a sewing machine; you may sew the lining by hand as
well. Cut a piece of lining fabric 1" (2.5 cm) wider than the bag widih and twice the bag
height plus 1" (2.5 em). Fold the fabric in half widthwise with RS log. Using a sewing machine,
sew each side with a /2" (1.3 em) seam allowance. Fold the top open edge down %" (1.3 cm)
fo WS and press. Insert plastic needlepoint canvas inte botiom of bag. Insert lining info bag
with WS tog. With @ sewing needle and matching thread, sew folded top edge of lining 1o
lop edge of bag

Sew knotted ends of handles
securely to right side of bag.
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In an unusual twist on bag construction, Lisa Daehlin began with two circular deily mo-
fits worked from the center outward to a decorative picot edge. She picked up stiiches
around the perimeter of the doily circles and worked a wide gusset to give the bag
depth, leaving an opening al the cenler top for a two-way zipper closure (rimmed with
leord). Circles cut from plastic needlepoint canvas and stitched inside a woven fabric
liner help the purse keep ifs shape and show off the lace pattern. The short handle is
knitted in a double thickness, edged with picots, then knitted right intc the join where

the bag front and back meet the gusset.

HANDLE

With cir needle and using the invisible method (see Glossary, page 120), provisionally CO 39
sts. Do not join into a md. Beg with a WS [knif) row, work 10 rows in rev St st {purl RS rows;
knit WS rows), ending with a purl row. Work picottrimmed edge as foll: Purl 1 row, knit 1

ow, purl 1 row. Picot row: K1, *yo, k2tog; rep from * to end of row. Purl 1 row, knit 1 row,
pull 1 row. Place each purl bump from WS of first row of St st 7 rows below onto smaller dpn,
fold work along picot row so that purl sides of picot edge face tog and so that smaller dpn is
parallel to and behind working dpn. Knit 1 row, working the sis from the two needles fog as
o k2tog—still 39 sts. Beg with a knit row, cont in rev St st for 20 more rows, ending with @
purl row. Work another picotrimmed edge as before (8 rows tolall. Beg with a knil row, cont
in rev St st for 10 more rows. Remove waste yarn from provisional CO and place 39 exposed
loops on a spare dpn. Fold work in half so that picot edgings face tog and so that the needle
with the CO sls is parallel to and behind the needle with the live sts. Use the three-needle BO
[see Glossary, page 119) to join live sts to exposed CO loops. Turn work RS out so that picot-

fimmed edge is on the outside. Set aside

LACE DOILY PURSE

LISA DAEHLIN

FINISHED $IZE
About 12" (30.5 cm| diameter and &'
(15 cm) deep, excluding handle.

YARN

Chunky weight [#5 Bulky).

Shown here: GGH Goa (50% cotton, 50%
acrylic; 66 yd [60 m]/50 gl: #17 light
green, 8 balls.

NEEDLES

Size 9 (5.5 mm): 24" (60 cm) circular [cir)
and set of 5 double-pointed (dpn). One
smaller dpn and 1 smaller cir needle for
picot edging. Adjust needle size if
necessary fo oblain the correct gauge.

NOTIONS

Size F/5 (3.75 mm) crochet hook; waste
yarn; removable markers (m); tapestry
needle; % yd [0.75 meter) fabric for lining;
two 12" [30.5 cm) diameier circles of plastic
needlepoint canvas; two 8" (20.5 cm) zip
pers; sewing needle and malching thread.

GAUGE
15 slitches and 22 rounds = 4" (10 cm) in

stockinette stitch worked in the round.
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Think outside the

box for innovative

bag construction.

FRONT

With dpn, CO 8 sts. Distribute sis evenly on 4 dpn, place marker (pm|, and join for working in
the rnd, being careful not to twist sts. Work Rows 1-29 of Daily chart, changing to cir needle
when there are encugh sts lo do so—160 sis; 8 sections of 20 sis each. Work picottrimmed
edge as foll: Work 3 mds in St st. Picot md: *K2log, yo; rep from * around. Work 3 mds in
St st. Place each purl bump from WS of first row of St st 7 rows below onto smaller cir needle,
fold work along picol row so that purl sides of picot edge face fog and so that smaller cir
needle is parallel to and behind working needle. Knit 1 row, working the sts from the two
needles tog as if to k2log—still 160 sts

Inner Side

This is the paint at which one end of the handle will be attached to the purse. Designate a
top/center of the front and posiion RS of handle on RS of top/center. Kt to 9 sfs before
iop/center. Hold one short edge of the handle in front of the needle wilh the public side (i.e.,
he side without the seam) of the handle facing the RS of the bag front. Use a crochet hook to
pull the next 18 sts of the bag front evenly spaced thiough the edge of the handle and onto the
spare dpn as shown af right. Cont with the yarn atiached, knit these 18 sts, then knit to end of
tnd. Rep this process on the next md fo attach the WS of the handle (the side with the seam) in
the same way, pulling sts through from the inside to the cuiside of the handle. Cont even in St st
for 13 mds. Place sts on waste yarn.

Doily
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BACK

CO 8 sis and work as for front

JOIN FRONT AND BACK
Place markers 24 sts from each side of fop/center point on front. CO 3 sts. Waork l-cord BO
[see Clossary, page 119 over these sts (which will conceal the zipper when it is closed)—112

sts rem. Rep for back. With RS tog, use the three-needle method to BO rem sts ; .
Circles cut from plastic

FINISHING needlepoint canvas
Weave in loose ends.

help the purse keep
Lining
Using plastic canves circles as a guide, cut two 13" (33 cm) diameter circles of lining fabric. its Shgpel
Cut two 4" x 17" (10 x 43 cm| reclangles of lining fabric for attaching zippers. Fold under 14"
[1.3 em) seam allowance along one long edge of each lining reciangle and baste in place.
Pasiion zippers on top so that, when closed, the zipper pulls meet each other at the center,
overlapping top edges of zipper lape as necessary. Zipper teeth should lie between rectangles,
along fold of seam allowance. With WS of zippers facing WS of lining rectangles, hand sew
zippers fo lining reclangles. Cut a rectangle of lining fabric 7 (18 cm) wide by 26" (66 cm)
long. With RS tog, sew short end of rectangle 1o short end of zipper/lining unit. With RS fog
and leaving 2" 1.3 em| free af zipper end, sew rectangle o edge of one lining circle. Sew to
second circle in same manner. Seam short ends of rectangle. Insert plastic canvas circles info
bag. With sewing needle and matching thread, sew WS of lining to inside of bag, cenlering
zippers under |-cord BO. To slabilize each paisley point on the outer edges of the sides, use
matching thread fo sew each paisley point to the lining.

Use a crochet hook to pull the bag front stiches through the edge of the handle.







Laura Irwin used butions and bobbles to decorate this sturdy bag. She began by knit-
fing a rectangular base with the yarn doubled for extra thickness, then she picked up
stiches around all four edges and worked the body of the bag to the top, using just a
single strand of yarn. Along the way, she worked decreases to give the bag a graceful
pouch shape. She added short tabs to the top of each side for atlaching metal rings that
secure the metal chain handle. To make @ dense fabric that will keep its shape without
an additional lining, Laura felted the bag in her washing machine. For added interest,
she knitted a single stockinelie-stiich panel that she decorated with bobbles and buttons

and attached to the center of the bag front, base, and back.

STITCH GUIDE
Make Bobble (MB)
[K1, p1, k1, pl) into same st; pass 2nd, 3rd, and 4th sts over the first.

BAG
With 2 stands of yam held tog and largest needles, CO 34 sts.

'~ Base
- Beg with o RS row, work in St st for 12 rows, ending with a WS row.

Sides

[RS) K34, place marker [pm|, pick up and knit 11 sis along short side of piece already knitted,
pm, pick up and knit 34 sts along CO edge, pm, pick up and knit 11 sts along other short
side, pm of unique color—30 sts total. Join for WOrking in the md. Knit 21 mds. Change to a
single strand of yarn and middle-size needles. Knit 12 mds. Dec md: Ssk, knit fo 2 sts before
m, k2iog, slip marker (sl m), k11, sl m, ssk, knit fo 2 sts before m, k2iog, sl m, k11—4 sts dec'd.
Rep Dec rnd once mare—82 sts rem. Knit 26 mds. Next md: BO 30 sts, ki1 for ring strap and
place these 11 sts on @ holder, BO 30 sts, k11 for other ring strap.

Ring Straps
Work 11 sts back and forth in St st for G rows. BO all sts. Rejoin yam to 11 held ring strap sts
and work in St st for @ rows. BO all sts.

FORMAL BOOT BAG

LAURA IRWIN

FINISHED SIZE

About 14%" 37 cm} wide al base, 104"
[26.5 cm) wide at top, and 12" [30.5 cm)
long after felfing.

YARN
Worsted weight [#4 Medium)

Shown here: Tahki Donegal Tweed Home-
spun [100% wool; 183 yd [167 m]/100 g):
#8606 grey tweed, 3 skeins.

NEEDLES

Sizes 13 {2 mm) and 11 (8 mm): 20"

(50 em) circular (cir); size 8 (5 mm). Adjust
needle size if necessary fo obain the
correct gcuge,

NOTIONS

Markers, one of o unique color |m}; stitch
holder; tapestry needle; two 174" (3.8 cm)
silver rings (rings shown are item #4804
by Lo Medel; 20" (51 cm) heavy chain
[www.davabeadandtrade.com); 2 sets
of pliers; sharppoint sewing needle and
matching thread; lingerie bag; twelve #'
[2.2 cm) haltball covered buttons; four 14°
[3 em) halkball covered buttons; v yd [0.15
meter) fabric for button covers

GAUGE

12V slitches and 16% rows = 4* (10 e¢m)
with single strand of yarn in stockinette stitch
on middle-size needles, before felling. 10
stitches and 13Y% rows = 4" (10 cm) with
double strand of yarmn in stockinette sfitch on
largest needles, before felting
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A metal chain

makes a strong and

flexible strap.

UNFELTED BOBBLE PANEL

With a single strond of yarn and smallest needles, CO 29 sis.

Row 1: (RS} K4, p2, MB [see Stiich Guidel, p1, k13, pl, MB, p2, ket

Row 2 and all WS rows: Knit the knits and purl the purls.

Row 3: K4, p2, k1, p1, k13, p, k1, p2, kd.

Rows 5-12: Rep Rows 1-4 two times.

Rows 13 and 14: Rep Rows 3 and 4

Rep Rows 1-14 three more fimes—piece measures QU (23.5 cm) from CO. Rep Rows 1-4
eight times, then work Rows 3 and 4 once—piece measures 14%" (37.5 cm| from CO. Rep
Rows 114 three more fimes, then work Rows 1-4 two fimes, then work Row | once more—
piece measures 232 (59.5 cm from CO. With W3 facing, BO all sts in patt.

FINISHING

Weave in loose ends.

Felting

Fold ring sirap over ring and whipstitch |see Glossary, page 124) o inside of bag. Place bag
in lingerie bag and put in washing machine sef for shartest cycle with lowest water level and
hoftest water. Add @ litfle laundry soap and a pair of blue jeans to help agitation. Do not let
bag go through the rinse cycle. Check progress every S minutes; it may take several cycles
io felt 1o the desired thickness. Squeeze out water and ol in @ bath towel to remove excess

moisture. Lay flat and pull into shope. Let airdry completely.

Blocking
Block unfelied panel with damp towel and warm iron.




Attach Panel to Bag

Cenler unfelted pone\ u\ong center of felted
bag, aligning CO edge of panel with fop
edge of bag front and BO edge of panel with
fop edge of bag back. With sewing needle
and matching thread, sew panel in place
using a backstiich (see Glossary, page 124),

leaving top edge open for pocket, if desired.

Buttons

Cover buttons with fabric according fo
directions on button package. With sewing
needle and molching thread, sew buttons onfo
unfelied panel, catching the felted fabric for
siob\'\ily Se;/v smaller buttons next to 2nd, 5th,
and 8th bobble from top of panel, and larger
buttons next to 11th bobble from top of panel.

Attach Strap
Using pliers, open ring and slip end of chain

onto ring. Clase ring.







In frue yoga fashion, Sharon O'Brien combined elements of calm [Van Gogh “stars”
on a “sky” of cool, deep teal) and energy fwarm vibrant stripes) in this bag designed
to cary o yoga mat. Sharon worked the square base in garter stitch at a fight gauge,
then picked up sfifches around the base and worked the body in stockinette stitch 1o the
iop. She added false seam stitches af the comers and eyelets for a drawstiing af the
top. To reinforce the drawstring eyelets, Sharon sewed crocheted circles around each
hole. For the sirap, she knitted @ wide sfockinette strap that she allowed 1o curl in on

itself naturally.

BASE

With MC, smaller needles, crochet hook, and using the chainredge method [see Glossary,
page 119], CO 34 sts. Work even in garter st [knit every row] until there are 34 garter ridges
on one side of the fabric and 33 ridges on the other. loosely BO all sis but do nof fasten off
lost st. Do not cut yam. Place last st on larger 167 [40 cm) cir needle. With RS facing, pick up
and knit 33 sts along side of base, place marker (pm), [pick up and knit 34 sts along next side,
pm] 3 times, using unique-colored m for last rep o denote end of md—136 sis total.

BODY

Inc md: P1, M1 (see Glossary, page 123), *knit to next m, M1, slip marker (sl m), p1, MT; rep
fiom * 2 more times, knit to end-ofrnd m, M1, sl m—144 sts; 1 purl st af each corner and 1 st
inc'd each side of each purl st. Change to longer cir needle. Work 1 md even in 5t i, purling
corner sls as established. Rep Inc md—152 sts. Mainiaining purl sis as established, work slipe
patt as foll: [3 mds pale celery, 5 mds bumt orange, 3 mds aqua, 2 mds lilac, 3 mds bur-
gundy, 5 mds acid green, 3 mds teal] 3 fimes, 3 mds pale celery, 5 inds burnt orange, 3 mds
aquo, 2 nds lilae, 3 mds burgundy—piece measures about 12/4" (31 cm) fiem base. Change
lo teal and cont even in St st with 1 purl st at each comer until piece measures about 1214

[31 cm) from last color change.

YOGA

T

N O

li:

FINISHED SIZE
About 2614" (675 cm) around and 27"
[68.5 cm) long.

YARN
Worsted weight [#4 Medium|

Shown here: Tahki Cotton Classic (100%
mercerized cotton; 108 yd [99 m]/50 g):
#3786 teal (MC), 6 skeins; #3715 acid

green, #3712 pale celery, #3407 burnt

orange, #3800 aqua, #3936 lilac, and

#3432 burgundy, 1 skein each.

MNEEDLES

Body—size 5 [3.75 mm): 16" and 24" (40
and 60 cm| circular (cir). Base—size 3
(3.25 mm|. Adjust needle size if necessary
to obtain the correct gauge

NOTIONS

Size F/5 (3.75 mm) crochet hook; markers
[m), one of a unique color; lorge lapestry
needle; DMC &-strand embroidery floss

in #209 lilac, #472 celery, #920 bumt
orange, and #3846 aquo; size 22 tapestry
needle for embroidery; tracing paper
(optional); straight pins (optionall.

GAUGE
23 stitches and 30 rounds = 4" (10 e¢m) in
stockinette sfitch on larger needles



Upper Band

Cut teal and join bumt orange. Next md: K2tog, k73, k2iog, knit lo end of md—150 sfs rem.
Remove all but end-cfmd marker. Purl 1 md. Cut crange and join acid green. Knit 3 nds.
Eyelet md: K10, *k2tog, [yo] 2 times, ssk, k21; rep from *, ending last rep k11—0 eyelets.
Next md: Knit, working k1, p! in each double yo of previous md. Knit 3 mds. Cut acid green
and join burnt erange. Knit 1 md, purl 1 md. Cut bumt orange and jein leal. Dec md: K37,
k2tog, k74, k2tog, knil 1o end of md—148 sis rem. Work in garter st (purl 1 md, knil 1 md)
for 9 rds. loosely BO all sts.

STRAP ;
With MC and larger needle, CO 23 sts. Do not join. Working back and farth in rows, knit 2 i
ToWs.

Row 3: Ssk, k@, M1, k1, M1, k@, k2tog.

Rows 4-6: Knit.

Rep Rows 3-6 four more fimes. Dec row: Ssk, k19, k2iog—21 sts rem. Beg with a WS row,

work even in St st until piece measures 22" (56 cm) from dec row, ending with a W5 row.
Inc row: K1, M1, k19, M1, kI—23 sis. Work even in garter st for 444" (11 cm). loosely BO
all sts, leaving a 10" [25.5 cm) tail to use later o atlach strap to bag. |

Crocheted circles make  prawsTRING
With MC and larger needle, CO 3 sts. Work 3-st keord [see Glossary, page 124] until piece |
measures 38" (96.5 cm). BO all sts. [

"

colorful ‘grommets

CROCHET CIRCLES (MAKE 6) i
With burnt orange and crochet hook (see Glossary, page 120, for crochet instructions), ch7
join with a sl st to form ring. Ch 2, work 16 hdc info ring, and join with sl st info top of beg
ch2. Fasten off. Cut yarn, leaving a 10" (25.5 cm) tail to use later to attach circle lo bog.




FINISHING
Weave in loose ends Sew crochet circles around

eyelets on upper band of bag body.

Embroidery

Draw free-form spirals onto small circles of tracing
paper. Pin paper circles fo solid-colored area of
bag as desired. With 3 strands of DMC color of
your choice threaded on a fapestry needle, work
splitst embroidery (see Glossary, page 122) along
motif, being careful not to pull sis so fight as to
cause puckers. Hold embroidered siitches down
with thumb as you carefully tear away trecing
paper. Remove bits of paper caught under
embroidery sfs with tweezers. Repeat for other
spirals as desired.

Strap

Allow St st area of strap to roll naturally until the
edges touch each other. With MC threaded on a
topesiry needle, use the matiress st [see Glossary,
page 124 fo sew the edges tog for 12" (30.5 cm)
dlong center of strap. Center lower edge of strap
over the purl st that denotes beg of md and sew to
edge of garfer st base. Sew top edge of strap to
upper edge of bag.

Insert l-cord drawstring through eyelels so that ends
of l-cord are oppasite the strap.

1810 UOIDL






Frustrated by the inconvenience of carrying her iPod around in her hand, - Ann Budd st
out fo knit a portable iPod case. She knitted the pocket in the round from the base up,
working simple: tworslitch cables (that don't require a cable needle) on the front and a
single rib on the back to make the pocket hug the iPod snugly. When seaming the bose,
Ann left a small hole to accommodate the earphone jack. She finished the case off with
a cabled knitcord neck strap that extends along the sides of the pocket. There's even a

handy little strap across the back of the pocket to corral the earphone cables.

STITCH GUIDE

T (worked over 2 sts)
Skip first st on left needle, take right needle fo far side of fabric and knit second st through the
back loop, then knit the first st and slip both sts off needle

RT (worked over 2 sts)
K2log but do not slip sts off left needle, knil the first st again, then slip both sis off needle.

BAG

CO 31 sts. Arrange sts on 3 dpn, place marker (pm, and join for working in the md, being

careful not fo twist sts.

Rnd 1: K3 (bag side), pm, [pl, k1] & times, pl (bag back), pm, k3 [bag side), pm, k12 (bag
front). Slip markers every mnd.

Rnd 2: S 1, k1, sl 1, [p], k1] & times, pl, sl 1, ki, sl 1, [T (see Stitch Guide), RT [see Stitch
Guidel] 3 times.

Rep these 2 mds 18 more limes—piece measures about 4" (10 cm) from CO. Work |-cord BO

as foll: Use the backwardloop methad (see Glossary, page 119] 1o CO 2 sts. *SI 2 sts fo left

needle, k1, k2log; rep from * until no sts rem on left needle. Lift the first st on right needle over

second st and off the needle—1 st rem. Cut yarn, pull on rem st until cut end comes through st

lo secure.

= IPOD POCKET

ANN BUDD

FINISHED SIZE
About 2" (5 cm) wide, 4" [10 cm) tall [ex-
cluding handle), and /%" (1.3 em] deep.

YARN

Sportweight (#2 Fine).

Shown here: Zitron Samoa [100% cotion;
115 yd [105 m]/50 g): #86 tangerine,

1 ball.

NEEDLES

Size 3 [3.25 mm|: Set of 4 double-pointed
[dpn). Adjust needle size if necessary lo
obtain the correct gauge.

NOTIONS
Markers |ml; lapestry needle; cable needle.

GAUGE
28 sliiches and 40 rows = 4" (10 cm) in
stockinette stitch.

13A2Cd dOdl r,'!
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Corral the earphone

cables in the handy

litlle strap across

the back.

FINISHING
With yarn thieaded en a fapestry needle, sew base of bag, leaving about 12" (1.3 cm| open
at right edge for earphone cable.

Neck Strap

CO 5 sts. Do not turn, but slide sts to apposile end of needle and pull yarn acress back in

position to work another RS row. Work l-cord [see Glossary, page 124) as foll, always work:

ing with RS facing:

Rows 1-3: K5, slide sls to opposite end of needle and pull yarn across back in position o
work another RS row.

Row 4: K1, sl 1 onto cable needle and hold in frent, k2, k1 from cable needle, ki, slide sis to
opposite end of needle.

Rep Rows 14 until strap measures 34" [86.5 cm), or desired length. BO all sts. With yarn

threaded on a lapestry needle and beg at base of bag, sew sirap fo both sides of bag along

the 3-st sides (denoted by slipped sts), being careful not 1o twist sirap.

Cable Strap

Measure 11" (3.8 cm) up from bottom seam on back and mark for cable strap placement
With RS facing, pick up and knit 3 sts along side edge of back at marked position.

Work as foll:

Row 1: (WS) P1, k1, pl.

Row 2 [RS) K1, pl, k.

Rep these 2 rows until piece measures about 134" (4.5 cm) and fits across back when
sireiched. BO all sts. Sew BO edge of stiap fo other side edge of back af marked position.

Weave in loose ends.




Don't have a pockete

Knit your ownl
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Circles of color play against each other all around this colorful drawstiing bag.
Designer Judith L. Swartz worked a circular base, then joined fifty-wo separate medal
lions to create the fall sides. For simglicity, Judith worked all the medallions the same
way but varied the color sequences for an excifing visual composition. She finished
off the bag with rounds of single crochet punctuated with eyelets to accommodate an
 leord drawstiing. Then she atiached a crocheted handle to the diawstring. To keep con-

lents from poking out between the medallions, Judith lined the bag with cotton fabric.

STITCH GUIDE
Yo-Yo Color Sequence
Beginning wilh the first color listed, work ye-yos (see page 78] os follows:
Motif 1: (make &) E, A, D
Motif 2: (make &) B, E, A
Motif 3: (make 5) C, D, E.
Motif 4: [make 5) A, E, B.
Motif 5: (make 5} B, A, C.
Motif 6: (make 5) A, C, D.
Motif 7: [make 5) C, B, A
Motif 8: (make 5} B, A, E.
Motif 9: (mcke 5) D, C, B.
Motif 10: (make 5] E, B, C.

—__YO-YO HOBO

JUDITH L. SWARTZ

FINISHED SIZE
About 23" (58.5 cm) in circumference and
124" (31.5 cm) tall.

YARN

DK weight [#3 Light)

Shown here: GGH Scarlett [100% mercer-
ized cottor; 120 yd [110 m]/50 g): #9
raspberry [A], 3 balls; #10 terra-cotta (B,
#30 light pink (C], #12 pale peach D), and
#8 wine (E], 1 ball each,

HOOK
Size D/3 (3.25 mm). Adjust hook size if
necessary lo oblain the correct gauge

NOTIONS

Tapesiry needle; /2 yd (0.5 m) cotton fabric
for lining; sharp-point sewing needle and
matching thread; sewing pins.

GAUGE
26 stitches and 28 rounds = 4" {10 em| in
single crochet.




e

1ALS OV

PPN uuo » vajo wod f

YO-YOS

Using colors as specified (see Stitch Guide), make 52 yo-yo motifs as foll: With first color,

ch 4, join with sl st to form ring. Cont in mds as foll:

Rnd 1: Ch 1, work 10 sc in ring, join with sl st fo beg sc. Fasten off first color.

Rnd 2: Attach second color, ch 1, work 2 sc in each sc, join with sl st to beg sc—20 sc.
Fasten off second color.

Rnd 3: Atfach third color, ch 1, *work 2 sc in first sc, work 1 sc in next sc; rep from *,
join with sl st to beg sc—30 sc. Fasten off third color.

JOIN YO-YOS
Referring to illustrations below for motif placement end reading chart in columns from top

fo bottom, join motifs by columns as foll

Yo-yo circle colorwuys cmd cwrc\e plqcemem



Column 1

Aftach A to first motif, ch 1, work 1 sc in each of
first 7 sc, ch 2, work 1 sc in each of next 8 sc,

ch 1, attach A to second motif, work 1 sc in same
sc, work 1 sc in each of next 6 sc, ch 2, work

1 sc in each of next 8 s¢, ch 1, attach A to third
mofif, work 1 sc in same sc, work 1 sc in each of
next & sc, ch 2, work 1 sc in each of next 8 sc,
ch 1, attach A to fourth motif, work 1 sc in same
sc, work 1 sc in each of next & sc, ch 2, work 1
sc in each of next 8 sc, ch 2 [bottom of column),
* work 1 scineach of next 7 se, ch 2, work 1 sc in
each of next 8 sc, work 1 sc in first sc [you now
have 2 sc in this sc to complete circle), work 1 sc
inch 1 between motifs*, move up to next molif
and rep from * fo * 3 more times, ending fop
molif by working ch 2 before joining to beg sc.

Columns 2-12

Work as for column 1, but instead of working ch 2
on first side of motif, work [ch 1, ch 1 through
ch?2 of corresponding moif of previous column)
fo join. VWork second side of column the same as

first column.

Column 13
Wiork first side as for columns 2-12, work second
side of column as for first, joining column 13

to column 1.




What can you

do with fifty-two

crocheted medallionse

BASE

With A, ch 4, join with sl st to form ring.

Rnd 1: Ch 1, work 10 sc into ring, join with sl st fo beg sc—10 sc.

Rnd 2: Ch 1, work 2 sc in each sc, join with sl st to beg sc—20 sc.

Fasten off A and join B.

Rnd 3: Ch 1, *work 1 sc in first sc, work 2 sc in next sc; rep from *, join with sl st o beg
s¢—30 sc.

Rnd 4: Ch 1, *work 2 sc in first sc, work 1 sc in each of next 2 sc; rep fom *

, join with sl st to
beg sc—40 sc.
Fasten off B and join C.

Rnd 5: Ch 1, *work 2 sc in first sc, work 1 sc in each of next 3 sc; rep from *

, join with sl st to
beg sc—50 sc.

Fasten off C and join D.

Rnd é: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each sc, join with sl st to beg sc.

Fasten off D and join B.

Rnd 7 Ch 1, *work 2 sc in first sc, work 1 sc in each of next 4 sc; rep from *, join with sl st to
beg sc—60 sc

Fasten off B and join E.

Rnd 8: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each sc, join with sl st fo beg sc.

Rnd 9: Ch 1, *work 2 sc in first sc, work 1 sc in each of next 5 sc; rep from *, join with sl st fo
beg sc—70 sc.

Fasten off E and join A.

Rnd 10: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each sc, join with sl st to beg sc.

Fasten off A and jein C.

Rnd 11: Ch 1, *work 2 sc in first sc, work 1 sc in each of next 6 sc; rep from *

, Join with sl st
to beg sc—80 sc.

Rnd 12: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each sc, join with sl st to beg sc.

Fasten off C and join A.

Rnd 13: Ch 1, *work 2 sc in first sc, work 1 sc in each of next 7 sc; rep from *

, join with sl st
fo beg sc—90 sc.

Rnd 14: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each sc, join with sl st fo beg sc.

Rnd 15: Ch 1, *work 2 sc in first s, work 1 sc in each of next 8 sc; rep from

*, join with sl st

to beg s5c—100 sc.




Fasten off A and jein D.
Rnd 16: Ch 1, *work 2 sc in first sc, work 1 sc in each of nexi @ sc; rep from *, join with sl st

to beg sc—110 sc.
Rnd 17 Ch 1, work 1 sc in each sc, join with sl st to beg sc.
Fasten off D and join B.

Rnd 18: Ch 1, *work 2 sc in first sc, work 1 sc in each of next 10 sc; rep from *

, join with sl st

to beg sc—120 sc.
Rnd 19: Ch 1. *work 2 sc in first se, work 1 sc in each of next 11 sc;

rep from *, join with sl st A woven cotton
lo beg sc—130 sc.

Fasien off B and foin E. lining keeps the
Rnd 20: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each sc, join with sl st to beg sc.

‘ contenls secure.
Fasten off E and join C

Rnd 21: Ch 1, *work 2 sc in first sc, work 1 sc in each of next 12 sc; rep from *, join with s| st

to beg sc—140 sc.
Rnd 22: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each sc, join with sl sl lo beg sc.
Fasten off C and join A.
Rnd 23: Ch 1, *work 2 sc in first sc, work 1 sc in each of next 13 sc; rep from *, join with sl sf
to beg sc—150 sc.
Rnds 24 and 25: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each sc, join with sl st fo beg sc.
Rnd 26: [lurning line) Ch 1, work 1 sl st into back loop enly of each sc.
Rnd 27: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each sl s, join with sl st to beg sc.
Rnds 28 and 29: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each sc, join with sl st to beg sc.
Fasten off A and join C
Rnd 30: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each sc, join with sl st fo beg sc.
Fasten off C and join B.
Rnd 31: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each sc, join with sl st to beg sc.
Fasten off B and join A.
Rnds 32 and 33: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each se, join with sl st 1o beg sc.
Fasten off A and join E.
Rnd 34: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each sc, join with sl st o beg sc
Fasten off E and join A.
Rnds 35 and 36: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each sc, join with sl st to beg sc.

2
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Follow the color

sequences shown
here or lef serendipity

be your guide.

JOIN YO-YOS TO BASE

Cont with A, ch 1, *work 1 sc in each of first 12 sc, work 1 sl st through bottom ch-2 loop of
first column of yoryos, work 1 sc in each of next 11 sc, work 1 sl st through bottom ch-2 loop
of next yoyo column; rep from * 1o last 12 sc, work 1 sc in each of next 12 sc, work 1 sl sl
through bottom ch-2 loop of last column of yo-yos, join with sl st o beg sc. Fasten off

TOP

Join A to top ch-2 loop of first yoryo, ch 1, work 1 sc in same loop, *ch 10, work 1 sc in top
ch2 loop of next yoryo column, ch 11, work 1 sc in fop ch-2 loop of next yoyo column; rep
from * 5 more fimes, ch 11, join with sl st to beg sc. Cont in rmds as foll

Rnd 1: Ch 1, work 1 sc in first s, *work 1 sc in each of next 10 ch, work 1 sc in next sc,

* 5 more limes, work 1 sc

work 1 sc in each of next 11 ch, work 1 sc in next sc; rep from
in each of nexi 11 ch, join with sl st to beg sc—150 sc.

Rnd 2: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each sc, join with sl st to beg sc.

Rnds 3-8: Rep Rnd 2.

Rnd 9: (drawstring eyelet md) Ch 3, work 1 dc in each of next 2 sc, *ch 2, skip next 2 sc,
work 1 de in each of next 3 sc; rep from * to last 2 sc, ch 2, skip last 2 sc, join with s| st
1o top of beg ch-3—30 ch2 spaces.

Rnd 10: Ch 1, work 1 sc in ecch st and 2 sc in each space around, join with sl st to beg
sc—150 sc

Rnds 11, 12, and 13: Rep Rnd 2.

Faslen off A and join D.

Rnd 14: Rep Rnd 2.

Fasten off D and join B.

Rnd 15: Rep Rnd 2.

Fasten off B and join C

Rnd 16: Rep Rnd 2.

Fasten off C and join A

Rnds 17 and 18: Rep Rnd 2.

Rnd 19: Ch 1, work reverse single crachel in each sc, join with sl st to beg sc. Fasfen off.



DRAWSTRING
With A, ch 171. Work 1 sc in 2nd ch from hook and in each ch across—170 sc. Fasten off.

HANDLE
With A, ch 97.

Row 1: Work 1 sc in 2nd ch from hook and in each ch across, uim—96 sc.
Rows 2-8: Ch 1, work 1 sc in each sc, turn.

Fasten off.

FINISHING

Thread drawstring through eyelets. With A threaded on a lapesiry needle, sew ends of draw-
sting tog securely. Fold under ¥' (1.3 cm) on one short edge of handle, slide over drawsiring The handle is sewn to
o side of bag, and sew end of handle in place, keeping drawstring free, as shown below.
Rep for other end of handle. Weave in loose ends.

the drawstring, which

lning closes the bag when
Cut a circle of lining fabric 9" (23 cm] in diameter for botiom of lining. Cut a rectangle of lining
fabric 10%" (27.5 cm) wide by 25" [63.5 cm) long. With WS of lining fabric tog, sew short

edges tog with @ 14" [6 mm| seam. Tum WS out and sew seam again with a 3/ (1 cm) seam

you pick it up.

allowanee, encasing original seam allowances. For ease in aftaching tube fo circle, sew a line
15" (1.3 cm) from bottom end of tube and clip at even intervals close to stitching line. With RS
fog, pin fube o circle, easing to fit, and sew log 2" (1.3 cm) from edge. Turn under 2"
1.3 cm) at upper edge of lube and press. Insert lining info bag. Whipsfitch (see Glossary,
page 124] lining to upper edge of WS of bag, below drawsfring.

Sew each end of handle
around drawstring.
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- R S CELRIC WEEKEND TOTE

LISA B. EVANS

Knitted from soft Rowan Scotfish Tweed, Lisa B. Evans's fole is a welcome companion ~ FINISHED sizE
i About 16V5" (42 cm) wide, 16%" (42.5 cm)
on a weekend away. A colorful chunky Fair Isle patiern, made more dynamic by lisa's o1 and & (15 el et

technique of changing pattern and background at wide infervals on different rows, s

makes a striking design on the bag's front and back. For a roomy bag, lisa worked DK and chunky weight (#3 Light and #5
Bulky).

a separale ribbed gusset that exlends seamlessly into the shoulder strap. She added
Shown here: Rowan Scottish Tweed DK

. a malching butlonhole lab and o large bullon for fastening and lined the inside with  (100% pure new wool: 124 yd 113 m)/

50 gl #22 Celtic mix (dark green; MC),

8 balls; #19 peat (dark brown), #15 apple
[yellow-green), #11 sunset (orange-red), #17
lobster [deep red), #31 indigo, #18 thaich
lyellow-brown), 2 balls each; #25 oatmeal,
1 ball

Rowan Scoltish Tweed Chunky {100% pure
new wool; 109 yd [100 m}/100 g): #6
FRONT sea green (light blue), 2 balls.

With MC [deubled), larger needles, and using the long-tail method (see Glossary, page 120),
CO 66 sts. Next row: [RS) Sl 1 (selvedge ), work Row 1 of Celtic chart across 64 sis, k1
[selvedge si). Slip the first st and knit last si of every row, work center 64 sts according to Rows

contrasting woven fabric.

NOTE
+ All DKweight yarn is used double throughout.

NEEDLES

Body—size @ (5.5 mm); ribbing—size 8

[5 mm). Adjust needle size if necessary o
2-80 of chart, working medallions in intarsia and other color work in Fair Isle method—piece Slblain fhe coreel gauge.

measures 16%4" (42,5 cm) from CO.

NOTIONS

Stitch holders; about 1 yd (1 m} wasle yarn;
tapestry needle; sewing needle and maich-
ing thread; 40" x 22" (101.5 x 56 cm) lining
fabric; two 2" (5 cm) buttons.

Facing
With vellow-green, cont even in St st for 214" (6.5 em) more. BO all sts

GAUGE

16 stitches and 19 rows = 4" {10 cm) in
charled pattern on larger needles with e
DK yorn used double or chunky yarn used =
single. Nole: Exact gauge is not as impor-
tant as consistent, firm fobric.
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Re[elele[¢[s]e] BACK

géééégggu ‘ . dark green (MC)  Work as for front.
e[elelelo] nﬂﬂﬂ . deep i
o GUSSET
_ indigo ;
With MC doubled, waste yam, smaller
- dark brown needles, and using the invisible method (see
Glossary, page 120, provisionally CO 36 sfs.
oatmeal Row 1: (RS] SI 1, *k2, p2; rep from * to last
| elan, la),
gt 1 Row"Z: SI 1, *p2, k2; rep from * fo lost 3
. o[gm9e~fed sts, p2, k1.
Rep Rows 1 and 2 until piece measures 85
yellow-green (216 cm) fram CO. Place sts on holder.
yellow-brown
TAB
With MC doubled and smaller needles, CO
14 sts
Row 1: (RS) SI 1, k1, *p2, k2; rep from * to
end of row.

Row 2: SI 1, pl, *k2, p2; rep from * 1o end
O{ row.
Rep Rows 1 and 2 until piece measures 5)2"
114 em) from CO. Next row: Work 7 sts in
patt and place these sis on holder, work in
patt to end of row—7 sts rem. Cont in rib as
astablished for 7 1ows. Place these 7 sfs on
holder and work first 7 sts to maich.
Next row: Work across all 14 sts in rib as
established. Cont in rib until piece measures
2" (5 cm) from joining row. BO all sts in patt
and at the same time, dec by working k2log
above each pair of knit sts and p2iog above
each pair of purl sis.




FINISHING

Block front and back with damp towel and warm iron.

Seams
With MC threaded on a tapesiry needle, RS tog, and beg about 1" (2.5 cm| from start of

gussel, sew gusset to side and bottom edges of frenl, leaving facing free and pulling gusset
dightly. Sew other edge of gusset to back. Sew exira sts securely at comers where gussel and
font/back meet. Fold facing fo inside and sew sides in place o cover seams, leaving lower
edge of facing free. Remove waste yam from provisional CO of gusset and place live sis on
smaller needle. Use the three-needle method (see Glossary, page 119] to BO the sis tog or use
MC threaded on a tapestry needle and the Kitchener st for ribbing (see Glossary,

page 122) to graft the sfs tog.

Tab
Cenler tab over top opening and sew nonrbutionhole end in place about 3" (7.5 cm) down
from top edge of back. Sew bution fo front oppesite buttonhole, allowing about 2 (5 em)

gop at fop. Sew second bution to back tab opposite front bution.

Lining

Fold lining in half widthwise and sew sides tog. Press side seams open. Fold up boltom comer
io WS about 3" 7.5 cm) and sew across point to hold in place. Measure finished depth of
bag to lower edge of facing. Fold top edge of lining down to just cover knitted facing edge
and press fold in place. Place lining inside bog with WS tog and sew to lower edge of fac-
ings by hand or machine, leaving lining loose along gussets [but sew along feld of lining to
prevent raveling). Note: If sewing lining by machine, leave about &' (15 em) of one side seam
open.

Alter sewing lining in place along facings, pull up the side seam at the gusset and sew closed.

Make a seamless strap by

extending the gusset,







3 - ' ; CHULLO POUCH

MARY JANE MU “STONE

Mary Jane Mucklestone took the earflap on @ fraditional chullo hat of the Andes, blew  FINISHED sizE
About 12" (30.5 cm)| wide, 11" [28 cm| tall,
the design up, and made il info a ployful bag. She began by knitling a strip of colorful 4 4° (10 cm) deep, excluding siiap

gartersfitch squares and friangles for the outer edge of the bag front and back, thenshe

picked up sfitches along the top edge and worked paired double decreases in another  Bulky weight [#6 Super Buky.

Shown here: Dale of Norway Hubro (100%

wool; 36 vd [33 m]/50 g): #4227 red

lo a shaped gartersfitch gusset that continues from the top edge to form the shoulder  gnd #4436 fuchsia, 2 balls each; #3418

orange, #7062 leal, #0020 natural, and

#9636 chartreuse, 1 ball each. Note: This

loop and teggle button make a snappy closure. bag uses up all of the yam; purchase extra
if you plan fo make changes to the design.

siipe patter 1o shape the stips info oversize “earflaps.” She joined the front and back

sicp. A row of single crochel prevents the fop edge from streiching, and a chainstitch

NEEDLES
FRONT Size 10 (6 mm}: sel ol 4 or 5 double-
g pointed [dpn) and 24" (60 em) circular (cir).
Outer Strip Adjust needle size if necessary 1o obtain the
With dpn and orange, CO 8 sts. Do not join inle a id. Knit 12 rows with each of the foll correct gauge
colors: orange, teal, natural, chartreuse, red—060 rows total.
NOTIONS

Size J/10 (6 mm) crochet hook; markers [m);
fapestry needle; one 24" (5.5 cm) toggle
bution.

First Corner

With orange, work shortrows as foll:
Rows 1—4: Knil.

Row 5: K7 turn, sl 1, k& GAUGE
15 stiiches and 28 rows = 4" 10 cm] in

garter stitch

Row &: K&, turn, sl 1, k5.

Row 7: K5, turn, sl 1, k4

Row 8: K4, turn, sl 1, k3.

Row 9: K3, tumn, sl 1, k2.

Row 10: K2, turn, sl 1, k1.

With teal, knit 12 rows. With natural, knit 12 rows.

Second Corner

o

With chartreuse, rep Rows 1-10 of first comer.
Knit 12 rows with each of the foll colors: red, orange, teal, natural, chartreuse. BO all sts.




Center

Row 1: With fuchsia, cir needle, and RS facing, pick up
and knit 1 st for each garter ridge along shorter long
edge of outer stip (30 sts total], place marker (pml,
pick up and knit 2 sts at point of shortrowed corner,
6 sts after comer, pm, © sts befare next comer, 2 sts
at point of other shortrowed comer, pm, and 30 sts
along rem side—76 sts total.

Row 2 and all WS rows: Knit, using same color as for
previous row.

Row 3: With charireuse, knit to 3 sis before first m, sl 1,
k2tag, psso, slip marker (sl m), k8, sl m, k8, sl m,
k3iog, knit to end of row—72 sfs rem.

Row 5: With natural, knit to 3 sts before first m, sl 1,
kZiog, psso, sl m, knit fo 3 sis before next m, ssk, k1,
sl m, k1, k2tog, knit fo next m, sl m, k3log, knit to end
of row—0 sts dec’d.

Row 7: With orange, rep Row 5—60 sts rem.

Row 9: With red, rep Row 5—54 sts rem

Rows 11 and 13: With fuchsia, rep Row 5—42 sts rem
after Row 13.

Row 15: With teal, knit to 3 sts before first m, sl 1, k2iog,
psso, sl m, ssk, k1, sl m, kI, k2tog, sl m, k3iog, knit to
end of row—36 sis rem.

Row 17- With teal, knit to 3 sts before first m, sl 1, k2tog,
psso, sl m, ssk, remove m, k2fog, sl m, k3tog, knit to
end of row—30 sts rem.

Row 19: With teal, knit to 3 sts before first m, sl 1, k2tog,
psso, sl m, k2, sl m, k3tog, knil lo end of row—20 sts
rem.

Row 20: Knit.

Divide sts evenly onio 2 needles—13 sis each needle.

With RS tog, use the three-needle method [see Glossary,

page 119}, to BO rem sis tog.



BACK

Work as for front.

GUSSET PANEL

With red and dpn, CO 8 sts. With RS facing, pick up 1 loop from end of first garter ridge

of bag front, place picked-up loop on left needle, and work it log with next st on needle as
k2tog, knit fc last i, sl 1 kwise, pick up 1 loop from end of first garter ridge of bag back and
place loop on right needle, work picked-up loop and sl st tog as for ssk. Knit 1 [WS) row. Rep
the last 2 rows and at the same fime, on (RS) rows 13, 19, 25, and 31, inc 1 st each end of
row by working M1 [see Glossary, page 123] 1 st from ecch selvedge edge—2 sts inc'd on
each of these rows: 16 sts after all shaping is complete. Work even on 16 sts, jeining fo bag
fiont and back as established, until 62 rows have been worked from CO. Change fo fuchsia
and work even as established for 52 rows. Change to red and work even as established for :

30 rows. Dec 1 st each end of needle on next ow, then every foll &th row 3 more times, Uﬂll ke}y pIOC657The

Inspiration for bag

shapes can come from

working dec 1 st in from each selvedge edge—8 sis rem when cll shaping is complefe. Work eq fHOpS Of a hGT
even fo top of bag. When the top of the bag is reached, with RS facing, pick up and knit | i
st from top of bag front, k8 gusset sts, then pick up and knit 1 st from fop of bag back—10 sts for exa mp'e_

fotal.

Strap

Slipping the first st of every row, knit 7 rows with red, ending with a WS row. With fuchsia, knit
32 rows. With orange, knit 40 rows. With fuchsia, knit 36 rows. With red, knit & rows, With
red and @ spare needle, pick up and knit 1 st from top of bag back, 8 sis from CO end of
gusset panel, and 1 st from top of bag front—10 sis fotal on spare needle. With WS iog and
being careful not o twist sirap, use the three-needle method to BO rem sts tog.

FINISHING

With teal, crochet hook, RS facing, and beg at front opening edge, work single crochet

[sc; see Glossary, page 120, for crochet instructions) across top of bag froni, skipping every
3rd stitch or garter row, work 6 slip sts olong strap, work sc as before o center of bag back,
ch 20 for button loop, work sc as before fo strap, wark & slip sts along strap. Join to beg

sc with @ slip st. Fasten off.

[1&

ONNHD

Weave in loose ends







Inspired by a photograph of a penny rug she had snipped fiom a cataleg years ago,
' Mags Kandis designed this colorful boxy bag. She worked the body of the bag in one
| piece, from the top of the front, down fo the lower edge, across the base, then back
up to the top of the back—ending with the foldover flap. Mags chose a lively stripe
patiern for the front and back and @ contrasting but coordinating intarsia dot pattern
(accented with circles of felt) for the flap. To give the bag its distinctive shape, Mags
sewed gussets in the base, then felled the bag in her washing machine and blocked it
over a cardboard snack box of the appropriate dimensions. The straps are narrow sirips

of stockinette stitch that curl naturally info reunded tubes.

STITCH GUIDE

Stripe Pattern

Work the indicated number of rows of each color in St st: 4 rows E, 2 rows G, 2 rows C,

2 1ows D, 2 rows H, 2 rows A, 2 rows |, 4 rows B, 2 rows G, 2 rows F, 4 rows H, 2 rows |,
2rows E, 2 rows C, 2 rows B, 2 rows D, 2 rows |, 4 rows A, 2 rows F, 2 rows .

Repeat these 48 rows for pattern.

NOTE
4+ The chart is worked in stockinette-stiich intarsia. Use a different length of yam for each
color section and twist the yarns at the color changes lo prevent holes.

PENNY RUG PURSE

MAGS KANDIS

FINISHED SIZE

About 12V4" [32 cm) wide, 143" [37.5 cm)
iall, and 3" {75 cm) deep before felting;
8" [20.5 ¢m) wide, 7* [18 cm) tall, and

2" (5 cm) deep dfter felting.

YARN

Sportweight (#2 Fine).

Shown here: Brown Sheep Nature

Spun Sport Weight (100% wool: 184 yd
[168 m]/50 g): #880 charcocl gray; Al,
#N17 French clay (orange; BJ, #N30 Nor-
dic blue [medium blue; C), #155 bambeo
[pale green; D), #235 beet red (wine; E),
#308 sunburst gold (yellow; F), #N80
mountain purple [purple; GJ, #N21 mallard
lteal: HJ, #101 burnt sienna (rust; 1), and
#522 nervous green [olive; J), 1 ball each.

NEEDLES

Body and sirap loops—size & [4 mm)
Strap—size 10%2 [6.5mm). Adjust
needle size if necessary lo obtain the
correct gouge

NOTIONS

Tapestry needle; sharp-point embroidery
needle with an eye large enough fo accom-
modate yam for French knots; scissors; net
laundry bag.

GAUGE

18 sfitches and 26 rows = 4" (10 cm) in
stockinette slitch on smaller needles,
before felting.

|E6

o
m
Z
Z
o




6

JTALS DV

PPNg uup ¥ usjjo wod

Penny BODY

i i_' }‘ ‘{ i ‘F i E j i i i i - With E and smaller needles, CO 70 sts.
E s1217]7] GE)
- E 717717 63 Front
EIE3 1% slzlzlz] 2] 2
o EEES S e ol Work stripe patt [see Stitch Guide) 2
1 e = S| limes—%6 rows tofal.
I ENEER B A FAPATA Ea A a 57
%] 1717171717
FIFAPAFAFIEd 55
[ e 53 Base
Cang; T 51 Change to A. Wark in St st for 20 rows.
49
u B 47 Back
iz 12 T 45 Change to |. Beg with 2 rows of |, work
(=][=1M £ o] 43 . = f B
| EE N stripe patt in reverse order 2 times, endmg
Lol EEE 41
= : o with 4 rows of E—96 rows total for back
27 With E, BO 7 sts, change to A and knit
35 to last 7 sts, chcnge to E and BO rem 7
N & sts—56 sts rem. With A, purl 1 [WS) row.
1] 1 a1
=2 ] - u _E ;: Flap
M B Il H 2 Work Rows 1-68 of Penny chart. BO all sis.
EE 1 23
] 21
i 19 STRAP LOOPS (make 2)
HEan 17 With smaller needles and A, CO 5 sfs.
F 5 Bl Work in St st for 36 rows. BO all sts.
FAF B EE M e H S
EEEE rvAEEEEE I | Mo
ENEEEE GG U H o
A EA B A o el 1] = STRAP
AFAEAFAE: B %] BT
Anan 5 With 2 strands of A held tog and larger
H EE 0 }' :x . }' 3 needles, CO 5 sts. Work in St st until strap
INEEE IH T 1 measures 60" [152.5 cm] from CO. BO
all sts.
D gray (A wine (E) rust ()
E orange (B) yellow (F) olive (J)
Ei medium blue (C) purple (G)
|:| pale green (D) teal (H)




STRIP FOR APPLIQUE
With A and smaller needles, CO 18 sts. Work in St st for 10 rows. Change to B and work in
St st for 10 rows, Change to C and work in St st for 10 rows. Cont in this manner, working 10

rows of each color until all 10 colors have been used. BO all sts

FINISHING

Weave in loose ends.

With WS facing, fold bag in half dligning stripes of front and back, and with A threaded on
a lapestry needle, sew side seams. With bag inside out, flatten base so that the middle of
the base is centered and faces up as described in Design Notebook [pages 106-107). With
A threaded on a tapestry needle, sew across base about 2° (5 cm) from each comer. Fold

comer points lowards center of bag base and lightly sfitch info place.

With A threaded on a fapestry needle and RS facing, attach strap loops lo lop of bag 7 sts

from each side of seam

Felting
Place all pieces in nef laundry bag and run thiough washer cycle set on small load, hot wash,

and cold rinse, adding a small ameunt of mild defergent. Stop the washer periodically o
check the progress of the felting; run through additional cycles if necessary to achieve the
desired ameuni of felting (no stitches should be visible). When pieces have felted enough,

remove from washer. Pull siiap and appliqué piece into shape and allow to dry flat.
To create a flat boltom, block the bag by slipping it over a plasticwiapped box that is
roughly the same size. Allow fo airdry thoroughly. Press bag and flap with warm iron,

using steam as needed

Cut and Join Appliqué Circles
With sharp scissors, cut 2 circles about ¥2' (1.3 em) in diometer of each of the 10 colors—20

circles total. With contrasting yarns and using the pholo as a guide, attach circles to center of
round molifs on flap with French knols (see Glossary, page 121).
Adjust strap for desired length and atiach to bag by felding over each shap loop and stilching

firmly in place with E.

A foldover flap makes

a simple closure.







- , : e — SURFACE-WOVEN TOTE

THERESA SCHABES

FINISHED SIZE

About 15" (38 cm) wide, 18" [45.5 cm) fall,
quick and easy fo knit. She worked the rectangular front and back in a simple knitpurl 4 3" (75 cm) deep

Although this bag is visually complex, Theresa Schabes designed it to be surprisingly

paliern, then knilled a long gussel 1o connect them along the sides and base with a

decorative whipstitch. For more embellishment, she worked a contrasting yarn through ~ Worsted weight (#4 Medium).

Shown here; Classic Elite Renaissance
[100% wool; 110 yd [101 m]/50 g: #7127
the inside of the bag and added strong suede handles sewn on with upholstery thread  chianti (wine], 5 balls; #7155 Renaissance
red [red), #7178 tiled roof (rust), and #7185
porfofine orange [erange), 3 balls each.

the purl bumps in an embroidery technique known as surface weaving. Theresa lined

so that even heavy loads would be secure.

STITCH GUIDE NEEDLES o
Pattern Stitch (mulfiple of 3 stitches + 2) Size 13 (2 mm|. Adjust needle size il neces-
Row 1: (RS) Knit

Rows 2 and 4: (WS) Purl NOTIONS
Tapestry needle; sharp-point sewing

sary to obiain the correct gauge

Rows 3 and 5: K2, *pl, k2; rep from * to end of row
Row é: Purl
Repect Rows 1-6 for paltern.

needle; upholstery-weight sewing thread;
24" (61 cm) brown suede handles [available
al www.somersetdesigns.com); 172 yd

(1.4 m) lining fabric (optional)

BACK GAUGE
L With 1 strand of each color held tog, CO 38 sis. Rep Rows 1-6 of pait st [see Stitch Guide) until 165k hesand 7 tows = 1 Olcr|
piece measures 18" (45.5 cm) from CO, ending with Row 2 of patt. BO all ss. in pattern slitch with 4 strands of yarn

held together

FRONT
CO 38 sis and work same as back.

SIDE AND BOTTOM
With 1 sirand of each color held tog, CO 9 sts. Work in St st uniil piece measures 51° 129.5 cm|
from CO, ending with a WS row. BO all sis.

FINISHING

Block pieces to measurements.

11OL
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Add bold texture

with embroidery.

Surface Weaving

With three strands of wine threaded on a tapestry needle, weave pattern from lower edge fo up-
per edge of bag back and front as shown below. Bring needle up between first two columns of
purl bumps, two rows below the first purls. Sew a zigzag line between the purl bumps of the first
two columns of pur stitches by bringing tapesiry needle under first two purl bumps of first column,
then under second two purl bumps of second column. Cont in this manner, bringing the tapestry
needle under the next two purl bumps of the first column, then under the following two purl bumps
of the second column [Figure 1), to the top of the knitted piece, being careful not fo pucker the
fabric. At the top, catch the yam by going undemeath the stitch that is centered between the purl
columns, two rows above the last purl bumps. Turn the fobric upside down and work a zigzag
line as before, using the same two purl columns fo form Xs between the purl columns (Figure 2).
At the end of the columns, insert the tapestry needle into the fabric to catch the yam as before,
then bring it up between the second and third purl columns. Cont in this manner until all purl col-
umns have been worked, forming a grid of Xs. Working in rows from selvedge edge lo selvedge,

work a backsfitch to secure each X (Figure 3).

Seams
With three strands of wine, use a whipstitch [see Glossary, page 124] to sew side and bottom
piece fo front and back. Whipsiitch around bag opening. Weave in loose ends.

Lining (optional)

Cut two rectangles of lining fabric, each measuring 162" x 194" (42 x 49.5 cm), and one
strip measuring 4" x 54° (10 x 137 cm). Sew pieces fog os in bag construction, using a %'
(1.3 cm) seam dllowance. Fold over lop edge 1" (2.5 cm) and insert inside bag with WS tog.
Sew to WS of bag dlong top opening.

With sewing needle and maiching thread, sew handles securely to front and back.

Figure 1 Figure 2

Sew a zigzag line beiween adjacent columns of purl bumps, then sew back stitches
across crossed threads.




Four colors of yarn are
worked together for a

tweedy effect.
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BAGS: VARIATIONS ON A THEME

A bag is a container for things you need fa carry. It can come in many shapes and sizes. Al the small end is the clutch,
usually a small, flatish reciangle, designed to hold just the necessities—keys, driver's license, and lip gloss. A typical cluich
is rectangular or oval and can be held in your hand or tucked under your arm. A handbag or purse is somewhat larger
than @ clutch and can accommodate more of your daily paraphernalio—sunglasses, cell phone, day-imer or BlackBerry—
maybe even lunch—in addition to keys, wallet, and makeup. Although they can be just about any shape, handbags are
often rectangular. Most handbags and purses have some type of handle or stap and a serious closure (e.g., snap, zip-
per] o keep valuables secure. Next up in size is the fote, usually o tall rectangular bag with an open top. Tofes are great
for carrying books, beach supplies, groceries, even overnight necessities. A messenger bag is a wide reclangular bag
designed Io carry office files, letiers, and small packages. Because people who carry messenger bags often travel by
bicycle, most bags of this type have a secure closure and a strap long enough 1o fit diagonally across the shoulders.

A backpack is similar in shape fo a tofe, but it closes at the fop and is worn on the back, held by shoulder straps.

Whether you want to make a small dressy purse or a casual book bag, the construction techniques are the same—
choose a yam, decide on a size and shape, knit or crochet the necessary pieces, assemble them, add o handle or strap,
give it a closure and a bit of exira stability, if necessary, and voild—you've got it made.

A MATTER OF SHAPE

A bag, whether flat or dimensional, can be almost any shape (as you've seen in these pages|,
but most are based on a square, rectangle, or circle. Fortunately, all of the basic shapes are
easy fo knit or crochet, leaving you free 1o ool around with sfiich, cable, and/er colorwork

F : | patterns. All you need fo do is measure your gauge, decide on the size and shape, and follow
rom a singie the simple instructions given here.

TUbe O{ ||p g|OSS Square or Rectangle

To knit a flat square or rectangular bag, simply cast on the number of sfitches necessary for
the desired width, then knit o the desired height for the front of the bag, do the same for the
back of the bag, and sew the two pieces fogether along the base and sides. To avoid one of

to the week's

grocerleS’ - the seams, cast on the number of stitches for the desired width, then knit to twice the desired
knm’ed bgg can height, fold the fabric in half widihwise so that the fold line forms the base, and sew the bag
together clong the two sides. Or work the bag sideways: Cast on the number of stitches that

ho]d it (]” corresponds lo the desired height, knit fo twice the desired width, then fold the fabric in half

lengthwise so that he fold line forms one side "seam,” and sew the bag together along the

base and remaining side.

The process is similar for crachet—simply make a foundation chain the desired width {or
height), then work fo the desired height (or width].



Circle

For a circular bag, make a circle for the front of the bag, another one for the back, and sew
them together around the sides and botiom. If you're knitting, you can work the circles from the
center to the outer edge. We like to use the methed found in Elizabeth Zimmermann's Knitter's
Almanac [Dover Publications, 1981) described at right. If you don't mind a few points arcund
the ouler edge of your circle, you can work your circle—from the center out or vice versa—in
pie form, working increases |or decreases) along six o eight spokes. You can even work a
circle shape by using shortiows. Cast on sfifches to form the length of the radius of the circle.
Then work shortows fo form a wedge. Work as many shortrow wedges s you need fo
complete the circle.

If you want o crochet, a circle is best worked outward from a four- fo sixstitch foundation ring.
Then it's a simple matier of working in rounds and increasing stitches evenly and consistently
uniil you reach the desired finished circumference.

Clutch

Messenger Bag
Backpack

KNIT A CIRCLE A LA
ELIZABETH ZIMMERMANN

With double-pointed needles,
cast on @ stitches. Join info a
round and knit 1 round.

Increase Round 1; *K1, M1
(see Glossary, page 123);
repeat from * to end of
round—18 sfitches.

Knit 3 rounds.

Increase Round 2: *K1,
M]; repeat from * to end of
round—30 stifches.

Knit & rounds.

Increase Round 3: *KI,
M; repeat from * fo end of
round—72 stitches.

Knit 12 rounds.

Increase Round 4: Repeat In-
crease Round 3—144 sfitches.

Knit 24 rounds.

Continue in this manner, work
ing twice as many knit rounds
after each increase round and
doubling the number of stitches
in each increase round until the
circle is the size you want.
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Work a separate base to

FAIR ISLE BOOK BAG | KRISTIN NIC

png uun ¥ uglo wod | 3
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THE 3-D FACTOR |
Flat bags will only lake you so far. They're fine for small things, but if you add a hairbrush, a

book, or an apple, your bag will take on a lumpy appearance. To creale mare room for your
belongings, you need to add a third dimension to your bag. You can add a dimension by

working a separate piece (or pieces) along the boltom and/or sides or by using pleats or

gathers to create more room inside.

The Base-ics

The simplest way to create a 3-D bag is to work a separate base; it can be square, rectan-
gular, or circular—even a triangle will work. Determine the dimensions for the base, then use
your gauge as a guide for the number of stitches to cast on and the number of rows o work fo
make the base the desired shape. If you're working a rectangular base, the long sides should
represent the width of the front and back and the short ends (which will correspond o the
“sides” of the bag) should measure anywhere from 1" to & (2.5 to 15 cm). For example,

if your gauge is 5 stitches to the inch and you wont the base o be 10" [25.5 em long and 3"
[7.5 cm) deep, you can cast on 50 sfitches and work 3" (7.5 cm) or you can cast an 15 stiiches
and work 10" (25.5 cm). Add the body either by picking up and knitting (or cracheting] stitches
around the perimeter of the base or by working the body separately and sewing it o the base.

APPLE RIBBON TOTE | DRENNMON/GONZALEZ



ZENITH CARPET BAG | VEROMIK AVERY YO-YO HOBO | JUDITH L

For her Yoga Mat Tote [page 68|, Sharon O'Brien knitted a square base, then picked up
stitches around the edges and continued in the round for the height of the bag. You could just
as easily work a rectangular base as in Kristin Nicholas's Fair Isle Book Bag [page 56), a
circular one, as in Ruthie Nussbaum’s Linen Tube Clutch (page 40), or an oval one, as in

Bri Ana Drennon and Regina Rioux Gonzalez's Apple Ribbon Tote [page 44)

Véronik Avery modified this approach in her Zenith Carpet Bag (page 12). She worked the
front and back in two separate pieces, beginning each with stitches for the base. She knitted
half the depth of the base, then she cast on more stitches to extend half the width of the side
gussets and knitted 1o the top of the bag. When she assembled the bag, she sewed the sel-
vedge edges of the front and back base to the cast-on edges of the sides 1o form fidy corners

Alternatively, you can werk the enfire body as a separate piece that's sewn onto the base. In
her Yoo Hobo [page 76), Judith L. Swartz crocheted a circle for the base, then she joined
columns of crocheted medallions to the edges of the base 1o form the body of the bag.

The easiest way
to create a 3-D
bag is to work @

separafe base.
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Add a separate gusset to
each side or work a con-
tinuous piece that extends

across the base.

RUGGED MESSENGER BAG | JOSHUA ECKELS LACE DOILY PURSE | LS.

Gusset Up

Many bags include a separate piece (called o gusset] that jeins the front and back along the
sides and base. The width of the gusset determines the depth of the bag. To make a gusset,
simply decide on the width you want—From as narrow as 1" (2.5 cm] lo &' [15 cm) or wid-
er—and, using your gauge as a guide, cast on the number of stitches tha corresponds to that
width. Knit the gusset for the desired length to fit around the sides and base of your bag, bind
off the stitches, then sew the gusset stip o join the flat bag front and back pieces clong the
sides and base. To facilitale seaming, slip the first stitch of every row as you work the gusset or
work the selvedge stitches in garter stitch.

For an example of gussets, see Joshua Eckels's Rugged Messenger Bag (page 26). lisa Dashlin
took the gussel “over the fop” in her Lace Doily Purse [page 60), and Lisa B. Evans extended it
into the shoulder strap on her Celtic VWeekend Tote (page 84). For addifional shaping, make
the gusset wider at the base of the bag and narrower along the sides, as Mary Jane Muckle-
stone did for her Chullo Pouch (page 88). Consider other ways to play with gusset design: Run
a cable dlong it, make it striped, put the seams on the outside, or waork it in a different yam or

pattern slitch.

Many bags have a square or rectangular base shaped with sewn gussets. With this method,
the base isn't necessarily worked as o separate piece. Instead, the base is formed by folding
and stitching the knitted pieces along the bottom. To form a sewn gusset from flat pieces, sew
the front and back together along the base and sides—the seams form the centerlines of base
and side gussets. Then fum the bag inside out and sew (by hand or with a sewing machine| a
single straight line about 1" [2.5 cm] to 3" (7.5 cm) from each comer, depending on the desired
depth. Fold the comers outward toward the sides of the bag or inward toward the base of the
bag and tack them in place.

CELTIC WEEKEND TOTE | LISA B. EVANS




CABANA BACKPACK | MAGS KANDIS PENNY RUG PURSE | MAGS KANDIS

Mags Kandis used this type of shaping in her Cabana Backpack [page 20) as well as in her
Penny Rug Purse [page 92]. In both cases, she worked the front and back of the bag in a sin-
gle piece that she sewed together along the sides, then she sewed across the comers to form
a recfangular base and folded the comers of the gussets toward the center of the base. Norch
Gaughan used similar shaping in her Classic Cracheted Purse [page 32), but she folded the
corners of the gussets outward and tacked them to the side seams. Norah provided even more
room inside by folding a box pleat in the center front and back of the bag. In her Felf laptop
Case [page 52), Kate Jackson worked a combination of separate gussets and pleats.

Natural Give

Sometimes you don't need [or want] to do anything special to add depth to a bag. Instead,
the shape of the body or the stretch of the fabric may provide all the depth you want. Take

the classic string market bag, for example. When knittied in an openwork pattern, the stitches
have enough streich fo accommodate surprisingly large loads, as in Katie Himmelberg's Hemp
Market Bag (page 36). Mary D'Alion worked her TwoTone Triangle Purse [page 16 without
gussets or pleats. But by shaping the bag wide at the base and leaving a broad opening at
the top, the bag easily accommodates all the necessities. Pam Allen took a similar appreach

in her Knitting Needle Knitfing Bag (page 24). The long cigar shape, wide opening, and slight
gathers along the top edge allow the bag 1o hold a knitting project in all stages of completion,

from initial cast-on lo final bind-off.

Sewn Gussets

f 2

Turn the bag upside down

(\

Sew a straight line across

and inside out.

—7
S}
|

each corner.

G

Fold and tack the corners outward

to the sides or inward to the base.

Voilé—a 3-d bag!
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A handle should
fit comfortably

in your hand; @

strap should rest
comfortably on

your shoulder.

CELTIC WEEKEND TOTE | LISA B, EV

HOLD ON

Unless a bag is small encugh o held comfortably in the palm of your hand, such as a clutch,
you'll want fo add some type of handle or strap. You can choose small handles that you can
grasp with your hand or a long strap that rests on your shoulder. Eilher way, the handles or
strap can be atiached fo the bag by continuing some of the stitches of the body or by working
a separate piece [or pieces) and sewing it [or them) in place. To counteract the tendency of
wool yarns to streich, consider felfing the straps or handles either in the washing machine or by
hand. Or work the straps on a smaller needle, or use a "sfiff" pattern stitch, such as a slipsfitch
variation. Keep in mind that you're not obligated to make the siraps or handles cut of yarn a

all—leather, nylon, metal chains, and many other materials can all be good allemnatives

Continuve a Good Thing

IF you design your bag with side gussets, it makes sense to continue the gusset sfilches to form
handles or @ shoulder strap. Kate Jacksen kniied @ long narrow sirip for the stiap in her Felt
Laptop Case [page 52) and sewed the ends of it fo the bag front and back fo form gussets,
leaving @ long loop in between for the shoulder strap. lisa B. Evans extended the wide ribbed
gussets and base) of her Celtic Weekend Tote (page 84] into a comfortable strap. Mary Jane
MucKlestone took a similar approach for her Chullo Pouch [page 88) by extending the stitches
at the top of the gussels for the strap. For the narrow handles on her Two-Tone Triangle Purse
[page 1¢), Mary D'Allon used the final three stitches of each "triangle” section to work a

handle-length knitted cord that she sewed to the opposite side.

ANS TWO-TOME TRIANGLE PURSE |




HEMP MARKET BAG | KATIE HIMME

Ifs also easy fa pick up a few stitches from the top edge of a bag so thot the handles or

straps are knited right onto the bag. For her Hemp Market Bag (page 36), Katie Himmelberg
picked up a few siiiches along the top of one side of the bag and knitied a long strap that she
sewed securely fo the top of the other side. Ruthie Mussbaum incorporated the handles in the
crocheled edging of her Linen Tube Cluch [page 40) by making a hand-wide sit in the edging
along the top.

Add-Ons

Of course, you can choose 1o work the handles or straps separately, then sew them in place. If
you do, be careful to sew them securely (a backsfitch seam is a good choice] so that they don't
inadvertenily come loose when the bag contains a heavy load.

Pam Allen worked two separate garterstitch handles for her Knitiing Needle Knitting Bag

[page 24) and sewed them fo the upper edge of the bag front and back. For their Apple Ribbon
Tote [page 44), Bri Ana Drennon and Regina Rioux Gonzalez worked single-crochet handles
long enough 1o sew all the way to the base of bag, thereby adding stability and structure. Lisa
Daehlin lock a slightly different approach with her Lace Doily Purse (page 60 by working a short
doublethickness handle separately and attaching it o the bag as she worked ihe gusset.

For the shoulder straps in her Cabana Backpack (page 20), Mags Kandis knitted a very long
and narow stockinette-stitch strip that curled naturdlly into @ rounded tube. She felted the
rounded strap for stability, then used confrasting yarn o sew its midpoint fo the center back of
the bag and each end fo the lower comers to provide shoulder siraps. She left a few inches of
each end for a final flourish—a decorative overhand knot. In her Penny Rug Purse (page 92),
Mags also worked the strap as a narrow, curling stockinefte-sfitch strip. For strength, she gave it
a good felling before sewing the ends around loops at the sides of the bag opening.

LINEN TUBE CLUTCH | RUTHIE NUSSBAUM

Pick up a few
stitches from the
fop edge and
knit the handle or
strap right onfo
the bag.
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Use a strong
backstitch to
sew handles

onto a bag.

Aggin, Mags used a bit of confrasting yarn to secure the ends. Sharon O'Brien also used the
tendency of stockinette stitch to roll in on itself for the long shoulder strap of her Yoga Mal
Tote (page 68). Because felting wasn't an option for Sharon’s cotton yarn, she secured the
rolled edges by sewing them together along the center part of the sirap. She then sewed one
unrolled end of the strap to the base of the bag and the other end to the fop.

Kristin Nicholas decided to forego knitting and crocheting altogether and instead braided two
lengths of yarn to form the straps of her Fair Isle Book Bag (page 56). She felted the braids fo
prevent them from strefching, then sewed them securely o the upper edge of the bag front and
back. In an inventive twist of construction, Judith L. Swartz worked o single-crochet handle for

her Yoo Hobo (page 76), which she then aitached fo the bag's drawstring closure.

Something Completely Different

If you're worried about the tendency of knitted [or crocheted) stiiches fe streich, consider us-

ing something ofher than yarn for the handles or sirap. Many designers chose 1o use leather
handles for their bags, including Norah Gaughan for her Classic Crocheted Purse (page 32),
Theresa Schabes for her SurfaceWoven Tote (page 96), and Véronik Avery for her Zenith
Carpet Bag [page 12). leather handles come in all shapes and sizes—check out your local
crafi store or the Internet for choices. If leather isn't right for your bag, try a length of nylon web-
bing, as Joshua Fckels did for his Rugged Messenger Bag (page 26) or a melal chain,

as Laura Irwin did for her Formal Boot Bag [page 64).




40

CLASSIC CROCHETED PURSE | MOR2

FORMAL BOOT BAG | LAURA IRWIN

CLOSURE TIME

Once you've decided on a size, shape, and fype of handle, all that's left is to add a closure 1o
your bag—or nol. From @ simple overlapping flap fo a zipper fo a drawsfring o buttons, there
are many ways o make sure that valuables remain inside your bag. But depending on how
your bag is constructed, you may not want (or need) any closure at all

One of the easiest ways o keep your bag closed is to knit a flop that covers the fop opening.

Mags Kandis used such flaps in both her Penny Rug Purse [page 92) end Cabana Backpack Leofher, ﬂy|0ﬂ,
{page 20). For the Penny Rug Purse, she simply knitted exira length enfo the bag back [in a ;
colorful polka-dot patter) 1o extend fo the base of the bag front. For her Cabana Backpack, meTOE CthS, a nd

she knitted a separate flap just big enough to cover the drawstring opening and sewed it fo the

o o back other materials

A zippar makes a secure and unobirusive closure that won't interfere with the bag design. mgke good hon—
lisa Daehlin sewed a couple of incenspicuous zippers into the top of her lace Doily Purse
lpage 60) along the seam between the front and back gussets. Joshua Eckels sewed a zipper d|65 a ﬂd stra ps.

into the top of his Rugged Messenger Bag (page 26) that's hidden by the flap overap.

For a casual closure, use a drawsiring threaded in and out of butionholes or eyelets worked
around the upper edge of the bag. For the drawstring in her Cabana Backpack [page

20}, Mags Kandis worked a narrow strip, felted it, and threaded it thiough simple eyelets

that she worked in the bog body. She then added o colorful flap te cover the drawsiring.
Sharon O'Brien also worked eyelets to accommodate the drawstring in her Yoga Mat Tote
[page 68). In Sharon's case, she worked the drawstring in keord and reinforced the eyelets
with contrasting crocheled circle “grommets.” For her Yoo Hobe (page 76), Judith L. Swariz
worked spaces in the single-crocheled edging around the top of the bag to accommodate the

crocheted drawslring
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Sew the lining pieces together to
match the bag shape.

e
Cut pieces of lining fabric to match

the knitted pieces, with extra for

seam allowances.

Insert the lining inside the bag and
stitch the upper edge in place.

Buttons provide simple closures that can be decorative as well as functicnal. For her Celtic
Weekend Tote (page 84), Lisa B. Evans knifted a short tob that she sewed to the top of the
bag back. She worked a buttonhole in the tab to accommodate a large wooden butten sewn
o the bag's front. Mary Jane Mucklestone used a single toggle button and a crocheted loop to
close her Chullo Pouch [page 88).

For & sophisticated aliemative fo bullons, zippers, or drawsirings, consider a metal snap-frame
closure as Véronik Avery did for her Zenith Carpet Bag [page 12). Snap frames are available
in @ variety of sizes at craft stores and the Internet. Simply sew the frame info the upper edge

of the bag and let the tension of the mefal hold the bag closed.

IF you have frouble deciding what kind of closure fo give your bag, consider no closure at all.
Many bogs, especially generous tofes, are perfectly fine with open tops. Take Kristin Nicholas's
Fair Isle Book Bag [page 56), Theresa Schabes's SurfaceWoven Tofe [page 96), Bri Ana Dren-
non and Regina Ricux Gonzalez's Apple Ribbon Tote [page 44), and Kate Jackson's Felt Laptop
Case [page 52), for example. The deep shape of these bags makes it unlikely that items will fal
out. Although net nearly large enough to be called a tote, Ann Budd's iPod Pocket [page 72)
needs no closure because the bag streiches slightly to hold the iPod in a soft hug.

Many bags can be consiructed so that the handles or siraps hold the bag closed as it is
carried. Good examples are Norah Gaughan's Classic Crocheted Purse [page 32), Ruthie
Nussbaum’s Linen Tube Cluich [page 40), Mary D'Alion's TwoTone Triangle Purse (page 16),
and Kafie Himmelberg's Hemp Market Bag [page 34). These bags have a variety of shapes
and sizes and a variety of handle types, but in each case, the contents are secure as soon
as the bag is picked up.

YOGA MAT TOTE | SHARON O'BRIEN CHULLO POUCH | MARY JANE MU




YO-YO HOBO | §

A SENSE OF STABILITY

Depending on how you plan fo use your bag, you may or may not want fo stabilize the
stiches in some way to provide additional strength and ensure that small items don't fall out
through the knitted or crocheted stitches.

Line It Up

The best way to maintain the shape and integrity of your bag, especially if it's knitted, is o line
it with tighthy woven fabric that will counteract the tendency of the stitches fo stretch or sag. In
addition, a lining gives you the opportunity fo add a little extra color—anything from a wild

cotton print to sophisticated silk or elegant velvet.

To line a bag, simply cut pieces of lining fabric 1o maich the knitted bag pieces (front, back,
base, and side gussets), allowing for /2" (1.3 cm) seam allowances on all sides. Sew the lining
together (by hand or machine) to match the bag and tum under the seam dllowance along the
top edge. Insert the lining bag inside its knitied counterpart so that the wiong side of the lining
faces the inside of the bag. To secure the lining in place, handstitch the upper edge fo the
bag. You may also want fo tack the lining to the bag along the base or side seams.

For her YoYo Hobo (page 76), Judith L. Swartz cut a circle of cotton fabric fo maich the size of
the bag base and another piece to match the height and circumference of the bag body. She
sewed the fwo pieces fogsther to maich the dimensions of the crocheted pieces and sewed
them in place fo the upper edge of the bag. Judith chose a color that coordinated with the
warm pinks and oranges of her yam. Véronik Avery also added a lining to her Zenith Carpet
Bag (page 12), but she chose a solid-color silky fabric to match its sophisticated look.

ZENITH CARPET BAG | VEROMIK AVER

There are lots

of ways to make
a knitted bag
strong and

Seclie.
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Feel Like Felting?

Felling is a good way to stabilize an unlined bag. IFyou use a yarn that contains a significant

proportion of wool, you can felt the knitted bag (either by hand or ina washing machine) fo

fighten up the stitches and create a dense fabric. Keep in mind that felting is not reversible and

that the degree of feliing is influenced by water temperature, water alkalinity, amount of soap,
BAG TIPS and agilation. As you feli a project, be careful o check on the progress often to ensure even
4+ Add a conirasting lining for results without overfelfing

albil of colariierst You can felt the individual bag pieces before you sew them together, as Joshua Eckels did for

+ Instead of butions, try large his Rugged Messenger Bag (page 26}, or you can assemble the bag before you felt it, os Kate
colorful beads. Jackson did for her Felt Laptop Case [page 52) and Mary D'Alion for her Two-Tone Triangle
Purse (page 16). For both her Penny Rug Purse [page 92) and Cabana Backpack [page 20),
Mags Kandis chose to assemble the bag body first [front, back, and base). She then felied the
body, straps, and overlaps separately before sewing them all together. Laura lrwin combined

+ Add smooth leather handles
for @ dressy look.

4+ Use a noncurling stitch felled and unfelted components lo give an interesfing mix of fextures to her Formal Boot Bag
pattern [e.g., garter stitch, [page 64).
seed sfitch] or a rib along
the top opening, unless you Insert This
Whether or not you line or felt your bag, you may want to increase ifs stability and define its
shape with a cardboard insert. For her Classic Crocheted Purse (page 32), MNorah Gaughan
+ Add meial rings, buckles, used  strip of cardboard cut fo the dimensions of her bag's base to reinforce s shape. She

and fasteners for fexiural also added a lining fo help stabilize the nonlelied lower portion
contrasf. You can shop for

plan to felt the bag.

them in a sewing store or
take them from finds in @
secondhand store.

4 For stability, add a lining
or felt the bag fo tighten up
the slifches.

4 Use stilch or color patterns

PLL

or mix yarn fextures for

visual interest.

S OV

TWO-TONE TRIANGLE PURSE | MARY D'ALTON PENNY RUG PURSE | M,
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CLASSIC CROCHETED PURSE | MORAH GAUGHAN  FAIR ISLE BOOK BAG | KRISTIN NICHOLAS

For a more flexible stabilizer that won't crease when bent, use plastic needlepoint canvas
lavailable at craft stores). Krisiin Nicholas lined her Fair Isle Book Bag [page 56), but she also
inserted a rectangular piece of needlepoint canvas along the bottom 1o give the bag a firm
base. To maintain the cylindrical shape of her Linen Tube Cluich (page 40), Ruthie Nussbaum
inserted plastic needlepoint canvas between the knitted outer layer of the purse and the knitted
lining, as well as circles against the ends

Tighten Up

Another way fo give siability 1o your bag is to work it at @ tight gauge. Bri Ana Drennon and
Regina Rioux Gonzalez's Apple Ribbon Tote (page 44] is tightly crocheted out of siiff raffia
ribban. Even without a lining or a firm insert, the bag holds its shape. Mary Jane Mucklestone
used dense garter stitch for her Chulle Pouch (page 88).

Leave It Loose

Sometimes, you may intentionally avoid anything that would make your bag stiff or dense.
Katie Himmelberg, for example, went for maximum flexibility in her Hemp Market Bag

|page 36) and did nothing fo stabilize the bag other than work the upper edge and handles

in noncurling garter stitch. Because she wasn't concerned about large grocery items falling out,

she chose an open stiich pattern that favors maximum stretch over density or stability.

CHULLO POUCH | MARY JANE MUCKIESTONE

In some cases,
you may want fo
avoid Onything
that would make
your bag stiff or

dense.
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Buttons, bobbles,
or baubles can
add sophisfica-

fion or whimsy.

YOGA MAT TOTE | 5

THOSE LITTLE EXTRAS

Once you've added handles or straps, a closure, and some type of stability, take a step back
and consider whether o bit of embellishment might be in order. Sometimes, embroidery, ap-
pliqué, or a few carefully placed butions or beads can add just the right fouch.

Embroidery

Embroidery is an easy way fo infroduce color witheut having to knitin complicaled Fair Isle or
intarsia patterns. Sharon O'Brien embroidered colorful spirals against the solid blue back
ground of her Yoga Mat Tofe fpage 68), and Krisiin Nicholas punctucted the two-color knitted
paltern of her Fair lsle Book Bag [page 56) with bold cross-stitches in a bright contrasting third
color. Its especially easy to add embroidery fo a piece that's been felted—you can insert the
embroidery needle wherever you want and the embroidered slitches are less apt to distart
the knitted background. Alternatively, you can follow Theresa Schabes's lead and use purl
stitches fo guide your embroidery, as in the SurfaceVWoven Tote (page 96).

SURFACE-WOVEN TOTE | THERE




PENNY RUG PURSE | MAGS KANDIS KNITTING NEEDLE KNITTING BAG | PA

Appliqué

For a bolder, 3-D lock, try appliqué instead of embroidery, as Mags Kandis did to decarate
ihe flaps on both her Penny Rug Purse [page 92) and Cabana Backpack (page 20). For her
Penny Rug Purse, Mags knitted a striped piece of stockinette stiich, felted it, then cut out tiny
circles that she sewed on lop of the knitted-in circles on the flap. For her Cabana Backpack,
she crocheted rings that she sewed to the flap before she felted it. Just like embroidery, appli
qué is easier to attach fo firm fabrics, especially ones that have been felted

And More

There are lots of other ways fo add color or fexture interest to any knitted bag. Consider but-
fons, bows, beads, sequins, and wovervin ribbons, for just a few. Although buttons make good
closures, they're also great as decorative additions. Laura Irwin used cloth-covered buttons in
different sizes fo accentuate the unusual silhouette she gave her Formal Boot Bag [page 64).
Pam Allen turned fo her wooden needle collection to add a whimsical focal point to her
Knitting Needle Knitting Bag (page 24). The needles give the opening stability while also
announcing the purpose of the bag

There are lots
of ways to add
color or texture
interest to any

knitted bag.
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ABBREVIATIONS —

beg
BO
EE
cm
cn
CO
cont
decls)
dpn
foll

inc(s)

k1f&b

kwise

MC

plf&b
pull[s)
psso
pwise
rem
rep

rev St st

beginls); beginning

bind off

contrast color

centimeter(s|

cable needle

casl on

conlinuels|; continuing

decrease(s); decreasing
double-pointed needles

followls); following

grams)

increasels); increasing

knit

knit into the front and back of same stitch
knitwise, as if to knit

marker(s)

main color

millimeter(s)

make one (increase)

purl

purl inlo front and back of same stitch
pattern(s)

pass slipped stilch over

purlwise, as if to purl o
remain(s); remaining

repealls]; repeating

reverse stockinette stitch

mds)
RS

sl

sl st

ssk

sifs]
St sl
tbl
log
WS
wyb
wyf

round(s)

right side

slip

slip st [slip 1 stitch purlwise unless ofherwise indicated)

slip 2 stitches knitwise, one at a fime, from the left needle
fo right nesdle, insert left needle tip through both front
loops and knit together from this position (1 slitch decrease)

stilch(es)

stockinette stitch

thiough back loop

logether

wrong side

with yarn in back

with yarn in front

yards)

yarnover

repeal slarting point

repeal all instructions between asterisks
dlternate measurements and/or insfruclions

work instructions as a group a specilied number of imes




GLOSSARY OF TERMS AND TECHNIQUES

BIND-OFFS

I-Cord Bind-Off

With right side facing and using the knitted method, cast on 3
sfilches [for cord) onto the end of the needle holding the stitches to
be bound off (Figure 1), *k2, k2iog through back loops (the last
cord stitch with the first stitch fo be bound off; Figure 2), slip these
3 slitches back 1o the left needle (Figure 3), and pull the yam firmly
fiom the back. Repeat from * unfil 3 sfitches remain on left needle
and no sfilches remain on right needle. Bind off remaining stitches
using the standard method

Figure 3
Figure 1

Standard Bind-Off

Knit the first stilch, *knit the next stitch (2 slilches on right needle],
insert lsfi needle fip into first stitch on right needle (Figure 1) and lift

Figure 2

this stitch up and over the second sfitch (Figure 2) and off the needle
Figure 3). Repeat from * for the desired numbser of slilches.

Three-Needle Bind-Off

Place the stitches to be joined onto lwo separate needles and hold
the needles parallel so that the right sides of knilling face fogether.
Insert @ third needle info the first stitch on each of two needles
(Figure 1) and knit them together as one stitch (Figure 2, *knit the
next stitch on each needle the same way, then use the lefi needle
fip 10 lift the first stitch over the second and off the neecle (Figure 3]
Repeat from * until no stitches remain on first two needles. Cut yarn

and pull tail through lost stilch to secure.

Figure 3

Figure 1 Figure 2

CAST-ONS
Backward-Loop Cast-Cn
*loop working yarn and place it on needle backward so that it

*

doesn't unwind. Repeat from *.

s

Figure 1

Chain-Edge Cast-On

Place a slipknot on a crochet hook. Hald the needle and yarn in
your left hand with the yarn under the needle. Place hook over
needle, wrap yam around hook, and pull the loop through the slip-
knot (Figure 1). *Bring yarn o back under needle, wrap yarm around
haok, and pull it through loop on hook (Figure 2). Repect from * until
there is one less than the desired number of sfitches. Bring the yarn fo
the back and slip the remaining loop from the hook onlo the needle

Figure 1
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Long-Tail (Continental) Cast-On

leaving a long fail [about %" (1.3 cm) for each stilch 1o be cast on),
make a slipknot and place on right needle. Place thumb and index
finger of your left hand between the yarm ends so that working
yarn is around your index finger and tail end is around your thumb
and secure the yarn ends with your other fingers. Hold your palm
upwards, making a V of yam (Figure 1. *Bring nesdle up through
loop an thumb [Figure 2), calch first strand around index finger, and
go back down through loop on thumb (Figure 3). Drop loop off thumb
and, placing thumb back in V configuration, tighten resulling stitch on
needle (Figure 4). Repeat from * for the desired number of stitches.

Figure 2 Figure 3 Figure 4

Figure |

Invisible Provisional Cast-On

Make a loose slipknot of working yarn and place it on the right
needle. Hold a length of contrasting waste yarm next t fhe slipknat
and around your left thumby; hold working yam over your left index
finger. *Bring the right needle forward under waste yam, over work:
ing yam, grab a loop of working yarn (figure 1), then bring needle
back behind the working yam and grob o second loop (Figure 2|,
Repeat from * for the desired number of sfitches. When you're ready
lo work in the opposite direction, place the exposed loops on @ knit-
ting needle as you pull out the waste yam.

Figure 2

Figure 1

CROCHET

Crochet Chain (ch)

Make a slipknot and place it on crochet hock if there isn't a loop
already on the hook. *Yam over hook and draw through loop on

hook. Repeal fiem * for the desired number of siiiches. To fasten off,
cut yarn and diaw end thiough last leop formed.

Double Crochet [dc)
*Yam over hook, insert hook into a stilch, yarn aver hock and
draw @ leop thiough (3 loops on hook), yam over hook (Figure 1)
and draw it through 2 locps, yarn over hook and draw it through
remaining 2 loops (Figure 2). Repeat from * for the desired number
of stitches.

Figure 1 Figure 2

Half Double Crochet (hdc)

*Yarn over hook, insert hook ino a sfitch, yarn over hook and draw
a loop thiough [3 loops on hook), yarn over hook [Figure 1) and
draw a loop through all the loops on the hook (Figure 2). Repect
from * for the desired number of stitches.

Figure 1

Single Crochet (sc)

*|nsert hook info the second chain from the hook for the next stitchi,
yarn over hook and draw lhiough a leop, yam over hook [Figure 1),

*

and draw it through both leops on hook (Figure 2). Repeat from
for the desired number of sfitches.

B

Figure 1
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Slip-Stitch Crochet (slip st) EMBROIDERY

*Insert hook into stilch, yarm over hook and draw a loop through Backstitch
both the stitch and ihe loop already on hook. Repeat from * for the Bring threaded needle out from back to front between the first 2
desired number of stitches. knitted sfitches you want 1o cover. *Insert the needle af the right

edge of the right stitch to be covered, then bring it back out at the
% left edge of the second sliich. Insert the needle again between these

2 stitches and bring it out befween the next 2 fo be covered. Repect

from *.
DECREASES
Knit 2 Together (k2tog)
Knit 2 sliiches together as if they were a single sfilch.

Daisy Stitch

*Bring threaded needle out of knitied background from back 1o

front, form a short loop and insert needle info background where
it came oul. Keeping the loop under the needle, bring the needle

Slip, Slip, Knit (ssk) back oul of the background a shert distance away (Figure 1), pull
Slip 2 stitches individually knitwise [Figure 1), insert left needle fip loop snug, and insert needle info fabric on far side of loop. Begin-
into the front of these 2 slipped stitches, and use the right needle fo ning each slitch af the same point in the background, repeat from *
knit them togsther through their back loops [Figure 2). for the desired number of pelals [Figure 2; 6 petals shown|

Figure 1 Figure 2

Figure 1 Figure 2
Slip, Slip, Slip, Knit (sssk) A o

Slip 3 stitches individually knitwise [Figure 1), insert left needle fip

into the front of these 3 slipped stitches, and use the right needle to Frarehikcnet

knit them together through their back loops (Figure 2]. Bring threaded needle out of knitied back:
ground from back to front, wrap yam around
needle one fo three times, and use your
thumb 1o hold the wraps in place while you
insert needle into background a short dis-

tance from where it came out. Pull the needle

: .
e e through the wraps info the background
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Running Stitch
Bring threaded needle in and out of background to form a

dashed line.

Split Stitch

Bring threaded needle from back to front, and *inser! needle into

a stitch @ short disiance 1o the right, then back out in the stitch 1o the
|eft, piercing the center of the working thread. Repeat from *.

GRAFTING

Kitchener Stitch

Arrange slilches on two needles so that there is the same number

of stitches on each needle. Hold the needles parallel 1o each other
with wreng sides of the knitting together. Allowing about ¥2" (1.3 ¢m)
per sfifch lo be grafted, thiead matching yarn on a fopestry needle.
Work from right to left as follows:

Step 1. Bring lapesiry needle through the first sfitch on the front
needle as if to purl and leave the stitch on the needle [Figure 1.

Step 2. Bring tapestry needle through the first stitch on the back
needle as if to knit and leave that stiich on the needle (Figure 2).

Step 3. Bring tapestry needle through the first front sfitch as if o knit
and slip this stitch off the needle, then bring tapesiry needle

through the next front stitch as if to purl and leave this stitch on
the needle (Figure 3|.

Step 4. Bring lapesiry needle through the first back sfitch as if to
purl and slip this stitch off the needle, then bring tapestry needle
through the next back stitch as if to knit and leave this sfitch on
the needle (Figure 4).

Repeat Steps 3 and 4 unlil 1 stitch remains on each needle, adjust:

ing the tension to maich the rest of the knitiing as you ge. To finish,

bring tapesiry needle through the front sfitch as if o knit and slip this
sfich off the needle, then bring tapestry needle through the back
stitch as if to purl and slip this stitch off the needle.

Figure 4

Figure 3

Kitchener Stitch for Ribbing

Divide the slilches on each piece between two needles—all of the
knit stiiches on one needle and all of the purl stilches on the other.
Graft the sefs of knit stiches fogether as described for stockinette
stitch. Tum the work around so that the purl stilches appear as knit
stitches and do the same. This will reduce the elaslicity of the ribbing
because the grafling yarn makes two passes across the piece and
slitches are skipped in each pass.




INCREASES

Bar (k1f&b)

Knil into a stitch but leave it on the left needle [Figure 1), then knit
through the back loop of the same sfitch {Figure 2) and slip the
ariginal stitch off the needle (Figure 3).

Figure 3

Figure 1

Raised Make One (M1)
Nofe: Use the left slant if no direction of slant is specified.

Left Slant (MIL): With left needle tip, lift the strand between the last
knitted stitch and the first stitch on the left needle from front fo back
(Figure 1), then knit the lifted loop thiough the back (Figure 2.

Figure 1
9 Figure 2

Right Slant (MTR): With lefi needle fip, lift the strand belween the
needles from back 1o front (Figure 1). Knit the lified loop through the
front [Figure 2|.

Figure 2

YARNOVERS

Yarnover between 2 knit stitches

Wiap, the working yarn areund the needle from front to back and in
position fo knit the next stitch.

Yarnover after a knit before a purl
Wiap the working yarn around the needle from front to back then
under the needle to the front again in position to purl the next stitch.

Yarnover between 2 purl sts
Wiap the working yom around the needle from front to back, then
under the needle to the front in position to purl the next sfitch.

Yarnover after purl before knit
Whap the working yam arcund the needle from front to back and in
position to knit the next sfitch.

oD
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[-CORD (ALSO CALLED KNIT-CORD)

Using two double-pointed needles, cast on the desired number of
slitches (usually 3 to 4). *Without turning the needle, slide stitches
io other end of needle, pull the yarn arcund the back, and knit the
stitches as usual. Repeat from * for desired length.

SEAMS

Backstitch

Pin pieces to be seamed with right sides facing together. Working
from right to left into the stitch just below the bind-off row, bring
threaded needle up between the first 2 stitches on each piece of
knitted fabric, then back down through both layers, 1 sfitch to the
right of the starting point (Figure 1). *Bring the needle up through
both layers a stitch o the left of the backsitch just made (Figure 2),
then back down to the right, fhrough the same hole used before

*

(Figure 3). Repeat from *, working backward 1 stiich for every 2

stitches worked forward.

Figure |

Figure 3

Mattress Stitch

Place the pieces to be seamed on a table, right sides facing up.
Begin at the lower edge and work upward as foll: Insert threaded
needle under one bar between the 2 edge stitches on one piece
[Figure 1), then under the corresponding bar plus the bar above it
on the other piece (Figure 2], *Pick up the next twa bars on the first
piece [Figure 3}, then the next two bars on the other. Repeal from

* ending by picking up the last bar or pair of bars on the first pisce

To reduce bulk in the mattress stitch seam, work as above but pick
up the bars in the center of the edge stitches instead of between the

last 2 stitches.

Figure 1

Figure 3

Whipstitch

Hold pieces fo be seamed fogether so that the edges fo be seamed
are even wilh each other. With yarn threaded on a tapesiry needle,
*insert needle through both layers from back to front, then bring
needle to back. Repeat from *, keeping even tension on the
seaming yarn.
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SHORT-ROWS

Knit Side

Work to urning point, slip nex! stitch purlwise (Figure 1), bring the
yarn io the front, then slip the same sfitch back to the lefi needle
[Figure 2}, turn the work around and bring the yarn in position for
the next stitch—one stitch has ben wrapped and the yamn is correcily
positioned fo work the next sfitch. When you come fo a wrapped
silich on @ subsequent row, hide the wrap by working it together
with the wrapped sfiich as follows: Insert right needle lip under the
wrap (from the front if wrapped stitch is @ knit stitch; from the back
if wiapped stitch is a purl stitch; Figure 3), then info the stitch on the
needle, and work the stitch and ils wiap together as a single stitch.

Figure 3

Purl Side

Wark fo the furning paint, slip the next stitch purlwise fo the right
needle, bring the yarn to the back of the work [Figure 1), return the
slipped slilch to the left needle, bring the yarn to the front between
the needles [Figure 2), and turn the work so that the knit side is
facing—one sfitch has been wrapped and the yarn is correctly
positioned to knit the next stitch. To hide the wiap on a subsequent
purl row, work fo the wrapped sfilch, use the fip of the right needle
fo pick up the wrap from the back, place it on the left needle
[Figure 3), then purl it together with the wrapped stitch.

Figure 3

Figure 1 Figure 2

ZIEPER
With right side facing and zipper closed, pin zipper lo knitted
pieces so edges cover the zipper teeth. With contrasting Ihread and
right side facing, baste zipper in ploce close fo teeth (Figure 1). Turn
work aver and with matching sewing thread and needle, stitch outer
edges of zipper to wiong side of knitiing (Figure 2, being careful

o follow a single column of stilches in the knitting 1o keep zipper
straight. Turn work back to right side facing, and with maiching sew-
ing thread, sew knitted fobric close io teeth [Figure 3).

Remove basting.

Seots |

Figure 1 Figure 2 Figure 3
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CRAFTS/KNITTING

Custom handbags and handcrafted purses are hotter than ever, and bags are |
a trendy way to show off your personal style. What's more, bags are quickly
replacing scarves as the most popular small project to make. Whether knitted,
crocheted, or felted, Bag Style will give you endless ways to personalize and |
customize a bag. From a dressy purse to carry your essentials to a generous
tote based on nineteenth-century carpetbags to a felted messenger-style bag,
you'll find loads of practical projects and inventive inspiration from twenty top
knitwear designers, including Pam Allen, Véronik Avery, Norah Gaughan,
Mags Kandis, and Kristin Nicholas.

FEATURING:

+ 20 projects that illustrate traditional fo innovative bag construction from top
knitwear designers for a range of skill levels and time commitment. 1

+ A Design Notebook that explains the elements of a knitted bag and how
to combine those elements into your own designs.

4 An extended glossary of illustrated instructions of all project techniques.

PAM ALLEN, former editor in chief of Interweave Khits, is currently creative director for
Classic Elite Yarns. She authored the very successful book Khitting for Dummies and Scarf
Style (Interweave Press). Pam lives in New England and is the mother of two almost-grown
children and two forever-young cats.

ANN BUDD is a book editor for Interweave Press and the former senior editor of Inferweave
Knits. She is the author of The Knitter’s Handy Book series and Getting Started Knitting -
Socks. She lives in Boulder, Colorado.

$21.95 US/$27 .95 Canada
ISBN-13: 978- 1 59663 U-'45 2

l R EA PR.ESS ISBN-10: 1-59

interweavebooks.com 5 2 195 :
o e s M }l“ H| IM ?
9 178159616
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