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			Hello Reader! My name is Lee – it’s so nice to meet you. I am a proud Canadian living in Ontario, Canada, with my husband Sean and children, Emma-Noël and Conan. I started crocheting about twelve years ago when Emma-Noël was a tiny baby, and it really stuck with me. I had attended university for visual arts and communication studies before Emma-Noël arrived, so when I discovered that I could design and create with yarn, it felt like the perfect transition from giant conté chalk drawings and oil paintings. In essence, much more baby-friendly.

			Crocheting leisurely led to designing my own patterns. Designing led to working my first job in the crafting world as a staff member at Happily Hooked magazine, where I eventually worked my way up to Assistant Editor. From there I joined the team at Annie’s, teaching online classes, designing for their publications and also appearing as a crochet expert for the last three years on their PBS and CreateTV television show, Knit and Crochet Now!

			Each and every experience above was inspired and facilitated by an amazing group of people personal to me who helped, encouraged, lifted me up and supported me along the way. And here I am now. Sharing my love of crochet with you.

			Writing this book in the spring and summer of 2020 basically says it all. A global pandemic. The world shut down. Everything to do with this project had that extra sheen of difficulty that so many of us collectively experienced. But thanks to an amazing publishing team, and my husband Sean’s efforts as photographer, the end result is an absolute treasure. It made the year fly by in retrospect. It is something I will remember forever.

			About this Book

			This book is, for me, a sort of love song to the seasons as told through crochet textures. Some textures you may recognize, and some will be completely new. We start with an introduction to the key stitches, which provides a great crochet foundation (this page). Then, through Spring, you’ll experience florals and nature elements (this page). Through Summer, berries and shells are inspired by the sunshine (this page). Autumn is filled with cosy garment textures and woodsy moods (this page). And Winter wraps you in snowflakes, blanket textures and holiday feelings (this page). All with step-by-step photographs to guide you through tricky parts of each pattern, charts and helpful tips.

		

	
		
			

			Getting Started

			There are so many wonderful tools and materials out there in yarn shops and online, and sometimes it can be a bit overwhelming. What is the best yarn to crochet with? What types of crochet hooks will work best for me? What is a tension swatch, and should I bother with one? How do I block my work to finish it? Here’s a look into these questions with some of my favourite tools, materials and processes.

			Choosing Yarns for Textured Stitches: What to Consider

			Type of Yarn

			While many types of yarn can be used, I lean towards a beautiful merino yarn. Merino tends to be a finer type of wool, and therefore smoother. If you can find merino superwash, that’s even better. Superwash means that the wool has been treated to remove the outside scales of the fibre, so it is smoother and also won’t felt in the wash.

			Thickness of Yarn

			Another important factor in choosing a yarn for texture is to take a look at the ply of the yarn. The ply refers to how many strands make up the yarn. For example, a yarn that has a ply of 3 or more will be smoother because of the way the strands are twisted together. A 3-ply yarn will be thicker than a 2-ply yarn, and therefore will provide more definition to your textured crochet.

			Texture of Yarn

			The last thing I look at when choosing a good yarn for working texture is the texture of the yarn itself. Check whether or not the yarn has a halo, which is a little bit of fuzz around the ply. You want to choose a yarn that is as smooth as possible, with little to no halo at all.
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				Specific Yarns Used in the Swatches

				Lion Brand Yarn 100% Superwash Merino

				WeCrochet Gloss DK

				WeCrochet Brava Sport

			
			Why Some Yarn Colours are Better Than Others

			Solid Yarns

			When crocheting a textured stitch, I often find that using a solid colour provides the optimal amount of stitch definition. I also lean towards less vibrant colours so that your eye can really take in the texture itself without being overwhelmed by the colour. You want the texture to be the dominant feature of your crochet, and sometimes a vibrant colour can take away from that.

			Tonal Yarns

			Tonal yarns are a great way to really make a texture pop, especially if the tone can shift cleanly in repeats of the texture itself. It can help elevate the texture by making the individual repeats stand out from each other and show off how they are formed, especially if some of the texture overlaps. Again, choosing a less vibrant tonal yarn is a great idea.

			Variegated Yarns

			I tend to stay away from a variegated yarn when working with textured stitches as this type of colourway tends to detract from the texture. If you do want to work with a variegated yarn, I highly recommend a light variation such as something in all-cool tones (like the yarn used for the feather stitch, on this page), or all-warm tones.

			
				The Importance of Tension and Blocking

				Tension and Garments

				Everyone has a different tension when they crochet, and that is why it’s important to find your correct tension when you’re making something designed by someone else. Because we are all different, it’s important to remember that if the designer gets ten stitches in 2.5cm (1in) using a 4mm (US G-6) crochet hook, that doesn’t mean you will automatically get the same tension when you crochet. And that’s okay! It just means that when you measure your tension, you’ll have to change to a hook size up or down in order to match the designer’s tension. That way, you’ll ensure the proper fit for items like hats and other wearables where size is important.

				Blocking the Swatches

				You’ll notice as you work through the textured stitches in this book that some of the stitches lie nice and neat, while others tend to bunch up. You can fix the bunching by blocking your work.

				Types of Blocking

				I love to wet block my crochet by soaking it in lukewarm water and a yarn soak product, and then pinning it to a blocking mat to dry overnight. You can also use a fabric steamer and steam your crochet pieces after they are pinned to the blocking mat. Both methods are great, and will make a world of difference in the finishing of your crochet.

			
			The Hooks I Use and Why I Love Them
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			There are lots of different kinds of crochet hooks, and I find that they usually fit into three categories. Metal-tipped hooks, acrylic or resin hooks and wooden hooks. Finding the hook that best suits you can take some trial and error and, if you’re like me, you might find that you enjoy certain types of hooks for certain projects. I love to use Furls crochet hooks (particularly Odyssey, Streamline Swirls and Alpha); you’ll see many of these hooks featured in the book.

			Metal Hooks

			Metal crochet hooks are by far my favourite kind of hook to use. I find that the glide of the hook through the yarn is much smoother with a metal-tipped hook, and that makes work like amigurumi and lace crochet much easier to navigate. Because the metal is generally polished and smooth, there is very little chance of your yarn splitting or snagging on anything along the way. The downside is that many metal crochet hooks can be considered heavy. I personally don’t mind, and I find the added weight comforting while I crochet.

			Acrylic or Resin Hooks

			Acrylic hooks are my next go-to hook type. They have the smoothness of a metal hook without the added weight. You can find them in all kinds of fun colours but the thing I like to look for is an ergonomic handle. A crochet hook with a wider handle or grip will make crocheting for long periods of time easier and better for your hands.

			Wooden Hooks

			Wooden hooks are lovely, but usually last on my list. They glide less smoothly and require some upkeep. Keeping them nice and smooth means that they need to be waxed or polished with oil in order to maintain the smooth glide. They can snag if the wood separates. They take a bit of love, but they are so beautiful.

		

	
		
			An Introduction to Textured Crochet
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			01 Bobble Stitch

			Crocheted bobble stitch is a great way to make the jump from beginner stitches to combining stitches in a new and interesting manner in order to create texture. It is made up of a series of treble crochet stitches finished in a way that makes them pop out from the fabric in beautiful little spheres. You can stack them close together, or separate them from each other by crocheting double crochets or other basic stitches in between bobbles to really make them stand out on a fabric. I love the look of having them close together or spreading them apart, so it’s really a personal choice of whether you’d like a denser fabric or a more lightweight one. For example, an entire jumper made out of bobbles would be quite heavy, and eat a lot of yarn, but spreading them out with double crochets in between would create a less dense fabric.
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			Spotlight on Bobble Stitch
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					Yarn over, insert hook, yarn over and draw up a loop, then yarn over and draw through two loops. You’ll repeat this a total of five times. You should now have six loops on your hook.
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					To finish the bobble stitch, yarn over and draw through all of the loops on your hook to create a fresh loop. Your stitch is done! You can push the bobble forwards a bit to make it stand out even more.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				SPECIAL STITCH

				bobble stitch [yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops] five times, yo and draw through all loops on hook.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 5 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 5 ch + 1.

			ROW 1: 21 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (20 dc).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a st here and throughout), 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: 1 ch, *2 dc, bobble st in next st, 2 dc; repeat from * across, turn (4 bobble sts, 16 dc).

			ROW 4: repeat row 2.

			ROW 5: 1 ch, 5 dc, *bobble st, 4 dc; repeat from * across, turn (3 bobble sts, 17 dc).

			ROW 6: repeat row 2.

			ROWS 7–22: repeat rows 3–6.

			ROW 23: repeat row 2.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			02 Popcorn Stitch
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			Popcorn stitch is one of the most dimensional stitches you will come across in crochet, and is so fun to create! Like bobble stitch, the popcorn is made using a series of treble crochet stitches, and again like bobble stitch, the fabric is one-sided. That means that the wrong side of the fabric is plain, and a row of plain stitches are usually worked wrong side facing. What makes this stitch a little bit different is the fact that you drop a live loop, change the positioning of your hook and pick the live loop back up again to finish the stitch. It sounds a lot more tricky than it is! Popcorn stitch is so fun because if you can treble crochet, you can make this stitch. Cluster the stitches together for an intense fabric, use them in planned charts to create pictures and words or spread them apart to get that pop!

			

			Spotlight on Popcorn Stitch
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					Work five treble crochets. All of these treble crochets will be placed in the same stitch.
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					Drop your working loop by removing your hook from the loop. Insert your hook into the first of the five treble crochets you just made.
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					Pick up the dropped loop on your hook and draw it through all of the loops on your hook to finish the popcorn stitch.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				tr (treble crochet) yo and insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				SPECIAL STITCH

				popcorn stitch 5 tr in same st, drop loop from hook, insert hook into first tr, pick up dropped loop and draw it through remaining loops on hook.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in even numbers + 1 (see chart).

			ROW 1: 21 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (20 dc).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a st here and throughout), 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: 1 ch, *1 dc, popcorn in next; repeat from * across to last 2 sts, dc in last 2 dc, turn (9 popcorn sts).

			ROW 4: repeat row 2.

			ROW 5: 1 ch, 2 dc, *popcorn in next, dc in next; repeat from * across, turn (9 popcorn sts).

			ROW 6: repeat row 2.

			ROWS 7–22: repeat rows 3–6.

			ROW 23: repeat row 2.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			03 Double Crochet Cluster Stitch

			The next stitch to add to your toolbox is double crochet cluster stitch. This stitch is small, but mighty. It doesn’t pack as much punch as a bobble or a popcorn, but it creates a beautiful texture that begs for a closer look. The great thing about double crochet cluster is that it looks amazing from both sides of the fabric (right side and wrong side), so it’s perfect for projects such as scarves and blankets where you might see the back. This stitch definitely leans, so that is something to keep in mind if you’re looking for a uniform fabric. Crochet it in one direction separated by a row of plain double crochets, or crochet it in both directions to get a zigzag effect. Either way, this stitch is one of my favourites because it adds something fun, while still remaining pliable with a less dense fabric.
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			Spotlight on Double Crochet Cluster Stitch
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					Insert your hook, yarn over and draw up a loop, then yarn over and draw through one loop. Repeat five times in total.
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					When you have six loops on your hook, you are ready to finish the stitch.
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					Yarn over and draw through all of the loops on your hook.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				SPECIAL STITCH

				dc-cluster (double crochet cluster) insert hook into indicated st, [yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through one loop] five times, yo and draw through all remaining loops on hook.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 2 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 2 ch + 1.

			ROW 1: 21 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (20 dc).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a st here and throughout), 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: 1 ch, *1 dc, dc-cluster in next; repeat from * across to last 2 sts, dc in last 2 dc, turn (9 dc-cluster sts).

			ROW 4: repeat row 2.

			ROW 5: 1 ch, 2 dc, *dc-cluster in next, dc in next; repeat from * across, turn (9 dc-cluster sts).

			ROW 6: repeat row 2.

			ROWS 7–22: repeat rows 3–6.

			ROW 23: repeat row 2.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			04 Treble Crochet Cluster Stitch

			Treble crochet cluster stitch flies under the radar a little. Usually, if you’re going to be using treble crochets for texture, you would jump to doing a bobble stitch or perhaps a puffy popcorn stitch. But if you’re looking for a stitch that uses a little less yarn than those previously mentioned, and maybe one that has a little bit less texture, you might try treble crochet cluster instead. The method is very similar to that of bobble stitch, but by changing the number of posts, you change the stitch entirely. A treble crochet cluster can be composed of two to four posts, whereas adding five posts would turn it into a bobble. For this swatch I used three posts to create a medium-textured cluster.
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			Spotlight on Treble Crochet Cluster Stitch
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					Yarn over, insert your hook, yarn over and draw up a loop. Yarn over and draw through two loops. Repeat a total of three times.
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					When you have four loops on your hook, you are ready to finish the stitch.
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					Yarn over and draw through all of the loops on your hook.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				SPECIAL STITCH

				tr-cluster (treble crochet cluster) [yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops] three times, yo and draw through all remaining loops on hook.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 2 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 2 ch + 1.

			ROW 1: 21 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (20 dc).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a st here and throughout), 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: 1 ch, *1 dc, tr-cluster in next; repeat from * across to last 2 sts, dc in last 2 dc, turn (9 tr-cluster sts).

			ROW 4: repeat row 2.

			ROW 5: 1 ch, 2 dc, *tr-cluster in next, dc in next; repeat from * across, turn (9 tr-cluster sts).

			ROW 6: repeat row 2.

			ROWS 7–22: repeat rows 3–6.

			ROW 23: repeat row 2.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			05 Double Treble Crochet Cluster Stitch
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			A double treble crochet cluster is a great alternative to a typical treble crochet-based stitch for a few different reasons. Because the posts are taller, the fabric created with a double treble crochet ends up being a little bit more pliable, and also softer. These clusters are easily squished, although that doesn’t seem to ruin their shape at all. The posts of a double treble crochet cluster are much more obvious, and rather whimsical. You can create a double treble crochet cluster using anywhere from two to four posts before it gets classified as a bobble or a popcorn. I enjoy flanking these bouncy stitches with double crochet stitches to make them really pop out. It would be interesting to see how they behave flanked by taller stitches!

			

			Spotlight on Double Treble Crochet Cluster Stitch
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					Yarn over twice before inserting your hook into the stitch. Yarn over and draw up a loop. Yarn over and draw through two loops, twice. Repeat these steps three times in total.
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					When you have four loops on your hook, you are ready to finish the stitch.
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					Yarn over and draw through all of the loops on your hook.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				SPECIAL STITCH

				dtr-cluster (double treble crochet cluster) [yo twice, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops, twice] three times, yo and draw through all remaining loops on hook.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 2 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 2 ch + 1.

			ROW 1: 21 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (20 dc).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a st here and throughout), 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: 1 ch, *1 dc, dtr-cluster in next; repeat from * across to last 2 sts, dc in last 2 dc, turn (9 dtr-cluster sts).

			ROW 4: repeat row 2.

			ROW 5: 1 ch, 2 dc, *dtr-cluster in next, dc in next; repeat from * across, turn (9 dtr-cluster sts).

			ROW 6: repeat row 2.

			ROWS 7–22: repeat rows 3–6.

			ROW 23: repeat row 2.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			06 Puff Stitch

			Puff stitch is one of the smoothest and most beautiful of the textured stitches. The fabric is double-sided, meaning it looks great both from the front (right side) or the back (wrong side). This stitch has the height of a treble crochet, so you’ll need to chain two or three to meet height on the sides. One key point about this stitch is that the puff leans to one side due to the nature of how it’s crocheted. So if you are looking for straight stitches, these won’t be of much help. Also, puff stitches need their space. They work best with a chain stitch in between them so they can spread out nicely – remember to keep that in mind when you are starting a project. The last point to note is that this stitch requires a lot of yarn to complete. Be prepared with extra metreage to make these beauties, because they are totally worth it.
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			Spotlight on Puff Stitch
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					Yarn over, then insert your hook into the stitch. Yarn over and draw up a loop five times.
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					When you have eleven loops on your hook, you are ready to finish the stitch.
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					Yarn over and draw through all of the loops on your hook.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				SPECIAL STITCH

				puff stitch [yo and insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop] five times, yo and draw through all loops on hook.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 2 + 1 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 2 ch + 2.

			ROW 1: 22 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (21 dc).

			ROW 2: 2 ch (counts as first tr), *puff in next st, 1 ch, miss next st; repeat from * across to last 2 sts, puff in next st, tr in last, turn (10 puffs, 2 tr).

			ROW 3: 3 ch (counts as first tr, 1 ch), *puff in next 1-ch space, 1 ch; repeat from * across to last st, tr in last, turn (9 puffs, 2 tr).

			ROW 4: 2 ch (counts as first tr), *puff in next 1-ch space, 1 ch; repeat from * across to last 2 sts, puff in next st, tr in last, turn (10 puffs, 2 tr).

			ROWS 5–12: repeat rows 3–4.

			ROW 13: repeat row 3.

			ROW 14: 1 ch (does not count as a st), 1 dc in each st and ch across (21 dc).

			Fasten off, weave in ends.

			
				[image: ]
			

		

	
		
			07 Shell Stitch
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			There are a few different ways to make a shell stitch, and we’ll explore some of them later on in this book. The main idea is to have five treble crochets in the same stitch, and to allow them to spread out to resemble a shell. You can put stitches in between the treble crochets to cinch them down slightly and create a dramatic effect, and you can include chain spaces to make your shells a little more lacy. One of my favourite ways to use a shell, and one that shows a lot of texture, is with treble crochets that spike down to the shell below. This particular shell takes some extra attention for placement and counting, but the texture is worth it. With straight sides and a straight bottom, there is a variation on the repeat for the last row in order to even out the shell stitches and provide a straight edge to finish off.

			

			Spotlight on Shell Stitch
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					Working around the space between the next two shells, yarn over and insert the hook into the middle stitch of the shell two rows below. Yarn over and draw up a loop, then yarn over and draw through two loops.
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					Repeat those steps five times in total.
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					Repeat across the entire row.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				SPECIAL STITCHES

				spike shell working around space between next two shells, work 5 tr in the indicated st.

				spike tr (spike treble crochet) working in space between next two shells, work tr in the indicated st.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 4 + 1 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 4 ch + 2.

			ROW 1: 22 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (21 dc).

			ROW 2: 2 ch (counts as first tr), 2 tr in same st, *miss 3 sts, 5 tr in next st (shell made); repeat from * three times more, miss 3 sts, 3 tr in last st, turn (4 shells, 6 tr).

			ROW 3: 1 ch, dc in same st, [spike shell (see step sequence, above) in the middle missed dc from 2 rows below] five times, dc in last tr, turn (5 spike shells, 2 dc).

			ROW 4: 2 ch (counts as first tr), 2 tr in same st, [spike shell in middle of shell 2 rows below] four times, 3 tr in last dc, turn (4 spike shells, 6 tr).

			ROW 5: 1 ch, dc in same st, [spike shell in middle of shell 2 rows below] five times, dc in last tr, turn (5 spike shells, 2 dc).

			ROWS 6–15: repeat rows 4–5.

			ROW 16: 2 ch (counts as first tr), miss next st, *3 dc, miss next st, spike tr in middle of shell 2 rows below, miss next st; repeat from * across to last 4 sts, 3 dc, tr in last dc (21 sts).

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			08 Picot Stitch

			Picots are a series of chain stitches cinched together with a slip stitch, which creates a tiny little puff. They are perfect for edgings and lacework, and they are also an ideal texture to use if you are looking for something small. A picot is about the same height as a double crochet stitch, so combining the two makes for a great bumpy texture that shows up on the front (right side) of your work. Because a picot is worked at the top of any crochet stitch, the options are limitless for how it can be used. Picots are often used in thread crochet for shawls, lacework and intricate doilies, but they can also be made with yarn, and used throughout a fabric as a wonderfully textured stitch.
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			Spotlight on Picot Stitch
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					To work a picot, chain three.
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					Insert your hook into the third chain from your hook (i.e. the first chain that you made).
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					Yarn over and draw through to finish the picot stitch.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				SPECIAL STITCH

				picot 3 chain, sl st in third chain from hook.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 2 + 1 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 2 ch + 2.

			ROW 1: 22 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (21 dc).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a st here and throughout), 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: 1 ch, dc in first dc, *1 ch, miss 1 st, dc in next dc, picot; repeat from * across to last 2 sts, 1 ch, miss 1 st, dc in last dc, turn (11 dc, 9 picots).

			ROWS 4–20: repeat row 3.

			ROW 21: 1 ch, dc in first dc, *1 ch, miss 1 st, dc in next dc; repeat from * across, turn (11 dc).

			ROW 22: 1 ch, 1 dc in each dc and 1-ch space across (21 dc).

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			Project Emmy’s Cushion

			Now that we have a few fun textured stitches in our arsenal, we can put them together in unique and beautiful ways to create a new project! Emmy’s Cushion is a fun way to use the popcorn stitch, as well as the shell stitch. Using contrasting colours to make the popcorns pop, as well as placing them in different repeats, creates a lovely textured cushion cover. While the popcorns are an extreme texture, the shells are a more gentle one, and I love the way that the two complement each other to create an interesting piece.

			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				SPECIAL STITCHES

				popcorn 5 tr in same st, drop loop from hook, insert hook into first tr, pick up dropped loop, and draw it through remaining loops on hook.

				spike shell working around space between the next two shells, work 5 tr in the indicated st.

				spike tr (spike treble crochet) working in space between next two shells, work tr in the indicated st.

				NOTE

				Cushion is worked in rows, and pieced together or ‘seamed’ with a back panel of dc sts.

			
			For this pattern, refer to the stitch charts and instructions for popcorn stitch and shell stitch.

			YARN

			WeCrochet Paragon Sport Weight (50% Merino Wool, 25% Baby Alpaca, 25% Mulberry Silk) (112m/123yds/50g) 3 balls Turmeric (A) and 3 balls Silver (B)

			MATERIALS

			3.75mm (US F-5) crochet hook, yarn needle, scissors, 30 x 30cm (12 x 12in) cushion pad

			FINISHED MEASUREMENTS

			30 x 30cm (12 x 12in)

			TENSION

			20 dc x 28 rows 10cm (4in)

			Pattern

			FRONT PANEL

			ROW 1: using A 51 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (50 dc).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a st here and throughout), 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: 1 ch, *using A 2 dc, using B popcorn in next st, using A 2 dc; repeat from * across, turn (10 popcorns, 40 dc).

			ROWS 4–6: repeat row 2.

			ROW 7: 1 ch, *[using A dc in next, using B popcorn in next st] twice, using A dc in next; repeat from * across, turn (20 popcorns, 30 dc).

			ROWS 8–10: repeat row 2.

			ROWS 11–14: repeat rows 3–6.

			ROW 15: 2 ch (counts as first tr), 2 tr in same st, *miss 3 sts, 5 tr in next (shell made); repeat from * to last 5, miss 3 sts, tr in next, 2 tr in last, turn (11 shells, 6 tr).

			ROW 16: 1 ch, dc in same st, spike shell in the middle missed dc from 2 rows below] twelve times, dc in last tr, turn (12 spike shells, 2 dc).

			ROW 17: 2 ch (counts as first tr), 2 tr in same st, [spike shell in middle of shell 2 rows below] eleven times, 3 tr in last dc, turn (11 spike shells, 6 tr).

			ROW 18: 1 ch, dc in same st, [spike shell in the middle of shell 2 rows below] twelve times, dc in last tr, turn (12 spike shells, 2 dc).

			ROWS 19–20: repeat rows 17–18.

			ROW 21: 2 ch (counts as first tr), *miss next tr, dc in next 3 tr, miss next tr, spike tr in middle tr of shell 2 rows below; repeat from * across to last shell, miss next tr, dc in next 4 tr, tr in last, turn (50 sts).

			ROWS 22–24: repeat row 2.

			ROWS 25–36: repeat rows 3–14.

			ROW 37: 2 ch (counts as first tr), 2 tr in same st, *miss 3 sts, 5 tr in next (shell made); repeat from * to last 5 sts, miss 3 sts, tr in next, 2 tr in last, turn (11 shells, 6 tr). Fasten off A.

			ROW 38: using B 1 ch, dc in same st, [spike shell in the middle missed dc from 2 rows below] twelve times, dc in last tr, turn (12 spike shells, 2 dc). Fasten off B.

			ROW 39: using A 2 ch (counts as first tr), 2 tr in same st, [spike shell in between next 2 shells] eleven times, 3 tr in last dc, turn (11 spike shells, 6 tr).

			ROW 40: using B 1 ch, dc in same st, [spike shell in the middle of shell 2 rows below] twelve times, dc in last tr, turn (12 spike shells, 2 dc). Fasten off B.

			ROWS 41–42: repeat rows 39–40.

			ROW 43: using A 2 ch (counts as first tr), *miss next tr, dc in next 3 tr, miss next tr, spike tr in middle tr of shell 2 rows below; repeat from * across to last shell, miss next tr, dc in next 4 tr, tr in last, turn (50 sts).

			ROWS 44–46: repeat row 2.

			ROWS 47–58: repeat rows 3–14.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.

			BACK PANEL

			ROW 1: using B 51 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (50 dc).

			ROWS 2–78: 1 ch (does not count as a st), 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.

			FINISHING

			With right sides facing, join A in any corner, dc evenly around, leaving one side open. Flip cover right-side out. Insert cushion pad. Dc evenly across open edge to close cover.
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			Spring
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			09 Tulip Stitch
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			One of my favourite moments in springtime is the arrival of the first flowers and leaves when they appear as soon as the weather changes. We have a lovely cluster of tulips growing in our front garden, and they come back each year in such gorgeous, vivid colours. When creating tulip stitch, I wanted a design that popped with texture, but also something that really showed off the leaves and the bulb of a beautiful tulip. This stitch is created with different sized cluster stitches, chain spaces, and back loops only to really make the flowers stand out from the fabric. It has a four-row repeat, so once you get it down, the possibilities for utilizing this stitch in your projects is endless.

			

			Spotlight on Tulip Stitch

			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					Work your tulip or three treble crochet cluster in between the two clusters that you made two rows below. There is a chain-one space available for you to work in.
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					The three treble crochet cluster is worked by nearly finishing a treble crochet three different times, and then yarning over and drawing through the tops of all of them at once (see Special Stitches, below).
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					To move on, chain three, and miss all of the stitches between here and your next three treble crochet cluster placement.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				htr (half treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through three loops.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				3rd-FLO (third front loop only) the lowest front loop of an htr.

				BLO back loop only.

				SPECIAL STITCH

				3 tr-cluster (three treble crochet cluster) [yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops] three times, yo and draw through all loops on hook.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 4 + 1 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 4 ch + 2.

			Use green (A) and pink (B).

			ROW 1: using A 22 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (21 dc).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a st here and throughout), 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: 2 ch (counts as first htr here and throughout), htr in next st, *(3 tr-cluster, 1 ch, 3 tr-cluster) in next st, 3 htr; repeat from * across to last 3 sts, (3 tr-cluster, 1 ch, 3 tr-cluster) in next st, 2 htr, turn (53 tr-clusters, 16 htr).

			ROW 4: 2 ch, working in 3rd-FLO throughout, htr in next st, *1 ch, miss both clusters, htr in next 3 htr; repeat from * across to last 3 sts, 1 ch, miss both clusters, htr in last 2 sts, turn (21 sts). Fasten off A, join B in the BLO of first st.

			ROW 5: 3 ch (counts as tr, 1 ch), working in front of sts from row 4, 3 tr-cluster in 1-ch space between 3 tr-clusters 2 rows below (see step sequence, above), [3 ch, working in front of sts from row 4, 3 tr-cluster in 1-ch space between 3 tr-clusters 2 rows below] four times, 1 ch, tr in last, turn (five 3 tr-clusters). Fasten off B, join A.

			ROW 6: 2 ch (counts as first htr), working in sts from row 4, htr in next htr, *htr in next 1-ch space of row 4, working in 3-ch space from row 5 3 htr; repeat from * across to last 3 sts, htr in 1-ch space, htr in next st, htr in first st of row 5, turn (21 sts).

			ROWS 7–18: repeat rows 3–6.

			ROW 19: 1 ch, 1 dc in each st across.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			10 Embossed Stitch

			When creating an embossed fabric for crochet, it’s important to highlight the juxtaposition between positive and negative space. We can do that by combining regular crochet stitches with post stitches such as front post treble crochet. Once you get the hang of this stitch, it’s very easy to create beautiful designs.
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			Spotlight on Embossed Stitch
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					To work a front post treble crochet two together or ‘fptr2tog’, start by yarning over and inserting your hook from front to back around the front post treble crochet from two rows below.
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					Once you get the right placement, it’s as simple as finishing your treble crochet.
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					Yarn over and draw through two loops, twice to complete the stitch.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				htr (half treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through three loops.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				fptr (front post treble crochet) yo, insert hook around the post of the next st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				3rd-BLO (third back loop only) the farthest back loop of an htr.

				3rd-FLO (third front loop only) the lowest front loop of an htr.

				SPECIAL STITCH

				fptr2tog (front post treble crochet two together) [yo, insert hook around post of next st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops] twice, yo and draw through all loops on hook.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 5 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 5 ch + 1.

			ROW 1: 21 ch, dc in second ch from hook, and in each ch across, turn (20 dc).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a st), 1 dc in each st across, turn (20 dc).

			ROW 3: 2 ch (counts as first htr here and throughout), htr in BLO of next st, *tr in next st, htr in BLO of next 4 sts; repeat from * across to last 3 sts, tr in next st, htr in BLO of last 2 sts, turn (20 sts).

			ROW 4: 2 ch, htr in 3rd-FLO of next st, *htr in FLO of next tr, htr in 3rd-FLO of next 4 htr; repeat from * to last 3 sts, htr in FLO of next tr, htr in 3rd-FLO of last 2 sts, turn (20 sts).

			ROW 5: 2 ch, htr in 3rd-BLO of next st, *2 fptr around next tr in row 3, htr in 3rd-BLO of next 4 htr; repeat from * across to last 3 sts, 2 fptr around next tr in row 3, htr in 3rd-BLO of last 2 htr, turn (24 sts).

			ROW 6: 2 ch, htr in 3rd-FLO of next st, *1 ch, miss next 2 fptr, htr in 3rd-FLO of next 4 htr; repeat from * across to last 4 sts, 1 ch, miss next 2 fptr, htr in 3rd-FLO of last 2 htr, turn (20 sts).

			ROW 7: 2 ch, htr in 3rd-BLO of next st, *2 fptr around each of the next 2 fptr, htr in 3rd-BLO of next 4 htr; repeat from * across to last 3 sts, 2 fptr around each of the next 2 fptr, htr in 3rd-BLO of last 2 htr, turn (32 sts).

			ROW 8: 2 ch, htr in 3rd-FLO of next st, *1 ch, miss next 4 fptr, htr in 3rd-FLO of next 4 htr; repeat from * across to last 6 sts, 1 ch, miss next 4 fptr, htr in 3rd-FLO of last 2 htr, turn (20 sts).

			ROW 9: 2 ch, htr in 3rd-BLO of next st, *2 fptr2tog (see step sequence, above) over the next 4 fptr, htr in 3rd-BLO of next 4 htr; repeat from * across to last 3 sts, 2 fptr2tog over the next 4 fptr, htr in 3rd-BLO of last 2 htr, turn (24 sts).

			ROW 10: repeat row 6.

			ROW 11: 2 ch, htr in 3rd-BLO of next st, *fptr2tog over the next 2 fptr, htr in 3rd-BLO of next 4 htr; repeat from * across to last 3 sts, fptr2tog over the next 2 fptr, htr in 3rd-BLO of last 2 htr, turn (20 sts).

			ROW 12: repeat row 4.

			ROWS 13–22: repeat rows 3–12.

			ROW 23: repeat row 2.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			11 Bullion Stitch
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			Bullion stitch can be rather intimidating. You need extra tools, and it takes a while to get the hang of. But once you master it, this stitch is so satisfying and beautiful. It is basically a stack of yarn overs or wraps (six shown here) with a slip stitch pulled through the middle to keep them in place. You can complete bullion stitch with a colour-changing yarn to create a wonderful effect, or keep it one colour like the swatch shown here and enjoy the squishy texture of this vertical stitch. Some things to note about the bullion is that the fabric is one-sided – there is a line that runs along the back of the stitch from your last pull through. Also, the number of yarn overs you decide to use will dictate the height of your row. A simple pass of double crochets for the return row will allow you to start your bullions on the right side over again.

			

			Spotlight on Bullion Stitch
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					To work a bullion stitch, you need two crochet hooks taped together (with the hooks at opposite ends). Begin by inserting the hooks into your working loop and yarning over six times.
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					Next, insert the working hook into the stitch, yarn over, and draw up a loop.
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					To finish the stitch, yarn over again on the working hook, and draw that loop through all of the loops on your hooks.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				SPECIAL STITCH

				bullion stitch using two crochet hooks (one regular and one non-ergonomic) taped together (see step 1, above), insert both hooks into the working loop to begin. Yarn over six times. Insert only one crochet hook into indicated st, yarn over to draw up a loop. Yarn over again and draw that loop through all of the loops on both hooks.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch can be worked on any number of sts (see chart).

			Start with a chain of the number of sts + 1.

			ROW 1: 22 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (21 dc).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a st), 1 dc in each st across, turn (21 dc).

			ROW 3: 2 ch (counts as first tr here and throughout), bullion st in each st across to last, tr in last, turn (21 sts).

			ROWS 4–13: repeat rows 2–3.

			ROW 14: repeat row 2.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			12 Lilac Stitch
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			Lilac stitch is a beautiful, four-petal bloom created with double crochet stitches as well as picot stitches. I’ve created a panel of blooms in a twenty-one stitch repeat, but the wonderful thing about the lilac stitch is that once you know how it’s worked, as well as the return pass, you can use these little flowers however you please. Cluster them together to create flowing lilacs, or pop them in sparingly to add a bit of whimsy to your crochet. Lilac stitch is worked on the right side only, and rests at the height of a double crochet stitch. The design looks wonderful in a neutral colour, but they really dazzle worked in two contrasting colours like the panel shown here. I hope you enjoy this stitch as much as I do!

			

			Spotlight on Lilac Stitch

			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					To work a lilac stitch, start by doing a double crochet in the indicated stitch or space. Next work your picots.
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					To picot, simply chain three and slip stitch in the third chain from the hook. The next picots will build off each other.
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					When you have completed four picots, double crochet back in the same stitch as the first double crochet that you started with.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				RS right side.

				SPECIAL STITCHES

				picot 3 ch, sl st in third chain from hook.

				lilac stitch (1 dc, [3 ch, sl st in third ch from hook] four times, 1 dc) in indicated st.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 21 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 21 ch + 1.

			Use green (A) and purple (B).

			Colour note: The contrasting colour is carried along with the work (worked over the top of) and cut at the end of each RS row.

			ROW 1: using A 22 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (21 dc).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a st here and throughout), 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: 1 ch, dc in first st, using B lilac st in next (see step sequence, above), using A dc in next 16, using B lilac st in next, using A dc in last 2, turn (2 lilac sts, 19 dc).

			ROW 4: 1 ch, 2 dc, 1 ch, miss lilac st, 16 dc, 1 ch, miss lilac st, dc in last, turn (21 sts).

			ROW 5: 1 ch, dc in first dc, dc in 1-ch space, using B lilac st in next, using A 14 dc, using B lilac st in next, using A dc in next 1-ch space, dc in last 2, turn (2 lilac sts, 19 dc).

			ROW 6: 1 ch, 3 dc, 1 ch, miss lilac st, 14 dc, 1 ch, miss lilac st, dc in last 2, turn (21 sts).

			ROW 7: 1 ch, 2 dc, dc in 1-ch space, using B lilac st in next 2 sts, using A 10 dc, using B lilac st in next 2, using A dc in next 1-ch space, dc in last 3, turn (4 lilac sts, 17 dc).

			ROW 8: 1 ch, 4 dc, 2 ch, miss next 2 lilac sts, 10 dc, 2 ch, miss next 2 lilac sts, 3 dc, turn (21 sts).

			ROW 9: 1 ch, 3 dc, using B 2 lilac sts in the next 2-ch space, using A 4 dc, using B lilac st in the next dc, using A 5 dc, using B 2 lilac sts in the next 2-ch space, using A 4 dc, turn (5 lilac sts, 16 dc).

			ROW 10: 1 ch, 4 dc, 2 ch, miss 2 lilac sts, 5 dc, 1 ch, miss lilac st, 4 dc, 2 ch, miss 2 lilac sts, 3 dc (21 sts).

			ROW 11: 1 ch, 3 dc, dc in 2-ch space, using B lilac st in same 2-ch space, using A 4 dc, using B lilac st in the next 1-ch space, using A 5 dc, using B lilac st in 2-ch space, using A dc in same 2-ch space, 4 dc, turn (3 lilac sts, 18 dc).

			ROW 12: 1 ch, 5 dc, 1 ch, miss next lilac st, 5 dc, 1 ch, miss next lilac st, 4 dc, 1 ch, miss next lilac st, 4 dc, turn (21 sts).

			ROW 13: 1 ch, 1 dc in each st across, turn (21 dc).

			ROW 14: repeat row 13.

			ROWS 15–26: repeat rows 3–13.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			13 Branches and Vines Stitch

			Along with flowers and blooms, my family and I love seeing the branches and vines that appear at the start of spring. To achieve this textural effect in crochet, I have used some post stitches such as treble crochet and double treble crochet, in combination with half treble crochets placed directly behind them, in order to prevent any gaps in the fabric. The post stitches essentially float over the top of the work, and by changing the colours of those stitches in particular, you can create a beautiful representation of flowing branches and vines. This fabric is one-sided only, similar to embossed stitch. The difference here is that while embossed stitches are not part of the overall count of the row, these stitches are created in the half treble crochets behind them, and so count as one stitch.
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			Spotlight on Branches and Vines Stitch
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					To work a branch, yarn over and insert your hook from front to back around the next indicated stitch. Yarn over and draw up a loop, then yarn over and draw through two loops.
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					Next, yarn over, insert your hook into the next half treble crochet, yarn over and draw up a loop, then yarn over and draw through all of the loops on your hook. This will anchor your branch.
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					To finish your branches and vines, top them with a picot by chaining three and slip stitching in the third chain from the hook.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				htr (half treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through three loops.

				3rd-BLO (third back loop only) the farthest back loop of an htr.

				3rd-FLO (third front loop only) the lowest front loop of an htr.

				RS right side.

				SPECIAL STITCHES

				vine (front post double treble crochet-half treble crochet together—fpdtr-htrtog) yo twice, insert hook around post of next st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice, yo and insert hook into next st on working row, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through all loops on hook.

				branch (front post treble crochet-half treble crochet together—fptr-htrtog) yo, insert hook around post of next st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops, yo and insert hook into next st on working row, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through all loops on hook.

				picot 3 ch, sl st in third chain from hook.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 10 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 10 ch + 1.

			Use grey (A), brown (B) and green (C).

			Colour note: The contrasting colour is carried at the back of the work and cut at the end of each RS row.

			ROW 1: using A 21 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (20 dc).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a st), 1 dc in each st across, turn (20 dc).

			ROW 3: 2 ch (counts as first htr here and throughout), 5 htr in BLO, using B 2 tr, using A 8 htr in BLO, using B 2 tr, using A 2 htr in BLO, turn (20 sts).

			ROW 4: 2 ch, htr in 3rd-FLO and FLO of each st across, turn (20 sts).

			ROW 5: 2 ch, 3 htr in 3rd-BLO, using B vine around each of the next 2 tr in row 3, using A 8 htr in 3rd-BLO, using B vine around each of the next 2 tr in row 3, using A 4 htr in 3rd-BLO, turn.

			ROW 6: repeat row 4.

			ROW 7: 2 ch, htr in 3rd-BLO of next st, using B vine around next vine, using A 2 htr in 3rd-BLO, with B branch (see step sequence, above) around next vine, using A 6 htr in 3rd-BLO, using B vine around next vine, using A 2 htr in 3rd-BLO, using B branch around next vine, using A 4 htr in 3rd-BLO, turn.

			ROW 8: repeat row 4.

			ROW 9: 2 ch, htr in 3rd-BLO of next st, using C branch around next vine, picot, using A 2 htr in 3rd-BLO, using C branch around next branch, using A htr in 3rd-BLO of next st, using C vine around same branch, picot, using A 4 htr in 3rd-BLO, using C branch around next vine, picot, using A 2 htr in 3rd-BLO, using C branch around next branch, using A htr in 3rd-BLO of next st, using C vine around same branch, picot, using A 2 htr in 3rd-BLO, turn.

			ROW 10: repeat row 4.

			ROW 11: 2 ch, 4 htr in 3rd-BLO, using C branch around next branch, picot, using A 9 htr in 3rd-BLO, using C branch around next branch, picot, using A 4 htr in 3rd-BLO, turn.

			ROW 12: repeat row 4.

			ROWS 13–22: repeat rows 3–12.

			ROW 23: 1 ch, 1 dc in each st across.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			14 Butterfly Stitch
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			This beautiful stitch is fantastic because it’s worked right within the rows of your crochet, rather than as an appliqué that you need to sew on afterwards. This stitch is worked over a base of treble crochets and double crochets, with only two rows that require some moderately hard work. Firstly, all four wings are built at once by rotating and turning your work mid-row. And, lastly, the antennae are worked in their own row, to anchor the butterfly wings and top them off.

			

			Spotlight on Butterfly Stitch
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					To work the wings of the butterfly, insert your hook into the next chain-two space and create two of the wings.
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					Next, chain one and rotate your work to slip stitch in the marked double crochet that started your wings.
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					Slip stitch in the chain-one space just made, and turn your work so that you can create the next two wings. Your work will be wrong side facing. When you have completed the last wing, turn your work again to continue your row.
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					To work the antennae, insert your hook into the middle of the butterfly wings, through to the chain-two space immediately behind them. Complete both antennae using chains and slip stitches.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				WS wrong side.

				SPECIAL STITCHES

				spike stitch insert hook into indicated space, yo and draw up a long loop to your working height, yo and draw through both loops on hook.

				butterfly wings working in next 2-ch space, (1 dc, place a st marker in this st, [3 ch, 3 tr, 3 ch, sl st] twice), 1 ch, rotate work to sl st in marked dc, 1 ch, turn to sl st in 1-ch space just made, with WS facing and working in 1-ch space [3 ch, 3 tr, 2 ch, sl st] twice, turn.

				antennae insert hook into centre of butterfly wings and 2-ch space behind, [spike st, 4 ch, sl st in second ch from hook and in next 2 chs] twice, spike st in same space.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 8 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 8 ch + 1.

			ROW 1: 25 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (24 dc).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a st here and throughout), 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: 2 ch (counts as first tr here and throughout), tr in next 3 dc, 2 ch, *tr in next 8 dc, 2 ch; repeat from * across to last 4 dc, tr in last 4 dc, turn (24 tr, three 2-ch spaces).

			ROW 4: 1 ch, *4 dc, butterfly wings (see step sequence, above) in next 2-ch space, 4 dc; repeat from * across to last, turn (24 dc, 3 butterfly wings.

			ROW 5: repeat row 3.

			ROW 6: 1 ch, *4 dc, antennae in indicated st, 4 dc; repeat from * across to last, turn (24 dc, 3 antennae.

			ROW 7: 2 ch, 1 tr in each dc across, turn (24 tr).

			ROW 8: 1 ch, 1 dc in each st across, turn (24 dc).

			ROW 9: 2 ch, 7 tr, *2 ch, 8 tr; repeat from * across, turn (24 tr, two 2-ch spaces).

			ROW 10: 1 ch, *8 dc, butterfly wings in next 2-ch space; repeat from * across to last 8, 8 dc, turn (24 dc, 2 butterfly wings.

			ROW 11: 2 ch, 7 tr, *2 ch, tr in next 8 tr; repeat from * across, turn (24 tr, two 2-ch spaces).

			ROW 12: 1 ch, *8 dc, antennae in indicated st; repeat from * to last 8 dc, 8 dc, turn (24 dc, 2 antennae.

			ROW 13: repeat row 11.

			ROW 14: repeat row 8.

			ROWS 15–20: repeat rows 3–8.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			15 Spring Cable
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			If you are looking to add a lot of fun texture, a cable is an amazing way to do so. Cables are worked by crossing front post stitches of varying lengths and setting them against a background of back post stitches. The cable shown here is worked in repeats of twelve: six stitches on the left side and six stitches on the right side. Changing the orientation of how the posts are crossed changes the direction of the cable, creating a ‘horseshoe’ effect. I love this wide cable – it is one of my favourites. And combining it with some of the other spring stitches really makes a whimsical-looking piece. In the design shown here, you’ll recognize popcorn stitch, tulip stitch, branches and vines stitch and crab stitch. This panel is worked in three parts: a row of tulips, the cable panel that repeats twice and then a second row of tulips.

			

			Spotlight on Spring Cable
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					To work the first part of the cable, miss the first three post stitches and front post double treble in each of the next three stitches.

				
			
			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					Working behind the three front post double trebles you just made, front post double treble in each of the three missed stitches.
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					Working across the next set of six, miss the first three stitches and front post double treble around the last three. Working in front, post double treble around each of the missed stitches.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				htr (half treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through three loops.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				3rd-FLO (third front loop only) the lowest front loop of a half treble crochet.

				fptr (front post treble crochet) yo, insert hook around next post from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				bptr (back post treble crochet) yo, insert hook around next post from back to front, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				fphtr (front post half treble crochet) yo, insert hook around next post from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through all loops.

				bphtr (back post half treble crochet) yo, insert hook around next post from back to front, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through all loops.

				bptr2tog (back post treble crochet two together) [yo, insert hook around indicated post from back to front, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops] twice, yo and draw through all loops.

				fpdtr (front post double treble crochet) yo twice, insert hook around next post from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] three times.

				SPECIAL STITCHES

				3 tr-cluster (three treble crochet cluster) [yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops] three times, yo and draw through all loops on hook.

				popcorn stitch 5 tr in same st, drop loop from hook, insert hook into first tr, pick up dropped loop and draw it through remaining loops on hook.

				crab stitch (reverse double crochet) working in the opposite direction you normally crochet, insert your hook into the next st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 22 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 22 ch + 1.

			ROW 1: 23 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each st across, turn (22 dc).

			ROW 2: 2 ch (counts as first htr here and throughout), *2 htr, (3 tr-cluster, 1 ch, 3 tr-cluster) in the next st, 2 htr; repeat from * across to last, htr in last, turn (18 htr, eight 3 tr-clusters).

			ROW 3: 2 ch, *htr in 3rd-FLO of next 2 htr, 1 ch, miss clusters, htr in 3rd-FLO of next 2 htr; repeat from * across to last, htr in last, turn (18 htr, four 1-ch spaces).

			ROW 4: 4 ch (counts as first tr, 2 ch), 3 tr-cluster in 1-ch space between clusters 2 rows below, *4 ch, 3 tr-cluster in 1-ch space between clusters 2 rows below; repeat from * across to last 3 sts, 2 ch, tr in last, turn (four 3 tr-clusters, 2 tr).

			ROW 5: 2 ch, *working around ch space htr in next 2 htr, htr in next 1-ch space, working around ch 2 htr in next 2 htr; repeat from * across to last, htr in last, turn (22 htr).

			ROW 6: 2 ch, 1 htr in each htr across, do not turn.

			ROW 7: 1 ch, working in FLO, crab st in each st across, do not turn.

			ROW 8: 2 ch, working in remaining 2 loops, 1 htr in each st across, turn.

			ROW 9: 2 ch, 4 fphtr, 12 bptr, 4 fptr, htr in last, turn.

			ROW 10: 2 ch, bphtr in next, fptr in next, 2 bphtr, miss next 3 sts, fpdtr around each of the next 3 sts, working behind fpdtr around each of the 3 missed sts, miss next 3 unworked sts, fpdtr around next 3 sts, working in front fpdtr around each of the 3 missed sts (see step sequence, above), 2 bphtr, fptr in next, bphtr in next, htr in last.

			ROW 11: 2 ch, fphtr in next, 2 fptr around next, fphtr around next 2 sts, bptr around next 12 sts, fphtr around next 2 sts, 2 fptr around next, fphtr around next st, htr in last, turn.

			ROW 12: 2 ch, bphtr around next, fptr around next, popcorn between next 2 sts, fptr around next, bphtr around next 2 sts, fptr around next 12 sts, fphtr around next 2 sts, fptr around next, popcorn between next 2 sts, fptr around next, bphtr around next, htr in last.

			ROW 13: 2 ch, fphtr around next, fptr2tog around next 2 post sts, fphtr around next 2 sts, bptr around next 12 sts, fphtr around next 2 sts, fptr2tog around next 2 post sts, fphtr around next, htr in last, turn.

			ROWS 14–18: repeat rows 9–13.

			ROW 19: 2 ch, bphtr around next 4 sts, fptr around next 12 sts, bphtr around next 4 sts, htr in last, do not turn.

			ROWS 20–21: repeat rows 7–8.

			ROW 22: 2 ch, 1 htr in each st across, turn.

			ROWS 23–26: repeat rows 2–5.

			ROW 27: 1 ch, 1 dc in each st across.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			16 Crab Stitch
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			You may be used to seeing crab stitch (also known as reverse double crochet) used as a finishing stitch for borders on blankets and dishcloths. It’s mainly used in edgings because once you create the stitch, it’s not very easy to build any other stitches on top of it. Crab stitch is essentially a double crochet made in the opposite direction that you normally work. Changing the orientation of your stitch closes the stitch off at the top and turns it into a little swirl. You can, however, use crab stitch in rows or rounds as long as you only work in the front loop of your existing stitches, and basically float the crab stitches along your work in the front. It’s a great way to add lots of interesting texture, create a fun edging or to transition from one texture to the next. On the swatch, crab stitch is worked in two colours, along with a patch of basic half treble crochets to demonstrate the height of the stitch from your fabric.

			

			Spotlight on Crab Stitch
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					To create a crab stitch, work in the opposite direction that you normally crochet. Insert your hook into the front loop of the next stitch. Yarn over and draw up a loop.
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					Yarn over and draw through two loops.
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					To work the next row, insert your hook into the two remaining loops of the half treble crochets from the previous row.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				htr (half treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through three loops.

				FLO front loop only.

				SPECIAL STITCH

				crab stitch (reverse double crochet) working in the opposite direction you normally crochet, insert your hook into the next st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch can be worked on any number of sts (see chart).

			Start with a chain of the number of sts + 1.

			Use blue (A) and yellow (B).

			ROW 1: using A 22 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (21 dc).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a st here and throughout), 1 dc in each st across, turn (21 dc). From this row onwards, do not turn unless indicated.

			ROW 3: 2 ch (counts as first htr here and throughout), 1 htr in each st across (21 sts).

			ROW 4: using B 1 ch, crab st in FLO (see step sequence, above) of each st across.

			ROW 5: 2 ch, 1 htr in the remaining 2 loops of each htr across.

			ROWS 6–7: using A repeat rows 4–5.

			ROWS 8–15: repeat rows 4–7.

			ROWS 16–19: 2 ch, 1 htr in each st across, turn.

			ROWS 20–31: repeat rows 4–7.

			ROWS 32–33: repeat row 2.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			Project Joanie Shawl

			The Joanie Shawl is a beautiful wrap that can be worn in those cooler spring mornings and evenings where you need an extra layer. Created with beautiful hand-dyed yarn in spring colours, this shawl is made up of tulip stitches and crab stitches, combined with some half treble crochets and double treble crochets. The fringe helps orientate the shawl, and adds a whimsical finishing touch. Create your shawl in one colour, or make the tulips pop by using the colours listed in the tulip stitch section of this chapter.

			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				htr (half treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through three loops.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				dtr (double treble crochet) yo twice, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] three times.

				3rd-FLO (third front loop only) the lowest front loop of an htr.

				RS right side.

				WS wrong side.

				SPECIAL STITCHES

				foundation half treble crochet (fhtr) 2 ch, yo, insert hook in second ch from hook, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through one loop (first ch made), yo and draw through three loops (htr made), *yo, insert hook into ch of previous foundation st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through one loop (ch made), yo and draw through three loops (htr made); repeat from * until desired number of foundation htr have been made.

				crab stitch (reverse double crochet) working in the opposite direction you normally crochet, insert your hook into the next st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				3 tr-cluster (three treble crochet cluster) [yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops] three times, yo and draw through all loops on hook.

			
			For this pattern, refer to the stitch charts and instructions for the tulip stitch and crab stitch.

			YARN

			Montana Crochet DK Weight Yarn (100% SW Merino) (211m/231yds/100g) 3 hanks Charmed

			MATERIALS

			3.75mm (US F-5) crochet hook, yarn needle, scissors

			FINISHED MEASUREMENTS

			132cm (52in) long x 25cm (10in) wide (excluding fringe)

			TENSION

			4 tulip sts x 4 repeats 10cm (4in)

			Pattern

			SHAWL

			ROW 1 (Ws): 205 fhtr, turn.

			ROW 2 (Rs): 2 ch (counts as first htr here and throughout), 1 htr in each st across, do not turn.

			ROW 3: 1 ch, crab st in third FLO of each htr across, do not turn.

			ROW 4: 4 ch (counts as first dtr, 1 ch here and throughout), miss next st, working in remaining 2 loops of row 2, *dtr in next st, 1 ch, miss next st; repeat from * across, dtr in last st, turn (103 dtr, 102 1-ch spaces).

			ROW 5: 2 ch, 1 htr in each st across, turn.

			ROWS 6–7: repeat rows 2–3

			ROWS 8–9: repeat row 5.

			ROW 10: 2 ch (counts as first htr here and throughout), htr in next st, *(3 tr-cluster, 1 ch, 3 tr-cluster) in next st, 3 htr; repeat from * across to last 3 sts, (3 tr-cluster, 1 ch, 3 tr-cluster) in next st, 2 htr, turn (102 3 tr-clusters, 154 htr).

			ROW 11: 2 ch, (working in 3rd-FLO), htr in next st, *1 ch, miss both clusters, htr in next 3 htr; repeat from * across to last set of clusters, 1 ch, miss both clusters, htr in last 2 sts, turn (154 htr).

			ROW 12: 3 ch (counts as first tr, 1 ch), working in front of sts from row 11, 3 tr-cluster in 1-ch space between 3 tr-clusters 2 rows below, [3 ch, working in front of sts from row 11, 3 tr-cluster in 1-ch space between 3 tr-clusters 2 rows below] fifty times, 1 ch, tr in last, turn (51 3 tr-clusters).

			ROW 13: 2 ch (counts as first htr), working in sts from row 11, htr in next htr, *htr in next 1-ch space of row 11, working in 3-ch space from row 12 3 htr; repeat from * across to last 3 sts, htr in 1-ch space of row 11, htr in next st of row 11, htr in first st of row 12, turn (205 sts).

			ROWS 14–15: repeat row 5.

			ROWS 16–29: repeat rows 2–15.

			ROWS 30–36: repeat rows 2–8.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.

			FRINGE

			Cut 205 strands of yarn, about 30cm (12in) long. Fold first strand in half and insert loop end through bottom of row 1, pull tail through loop and pull tight to secure fringe. Repeat with every st across row 1.
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			Summer
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			17 Ice-Cream Cone Stitch
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			If you asked my two children what their idea of a perfect summer’s day would be, it would most assuredly involve ice-cream. My daughter is adventurous and will try anything, while my son knows what he likes, and what he likes is chocolate. Ice-cream cones present such a great opportunity for texture, from the cone made of post stitches, to the ice-cream on top made with clusters. These ice-cream stitches are worked over a repeat of five stitches and eight rows. To make these stitches pop, they present on the right side of the fabric only, with chain spaces worked behind them in the main colour. I worked my ice-cream up in pink, but this fabric would be extra adorable with ice creams of different bright summer colours.

			

			Spotlight on Ice-Cream Cone Stitch
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					The ice-cream portion of this stitch is worked with two double crochet clusters. To work them, insert your hook into the indicated stitch, yarn over and draw up a loop, yarn over and draw through one loop, then insert and repeat those steps in the same stitch. It’s basically doing a double crochet two together, but in the same stitch.
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					Work one double crochet cluster into each of the four stitches of the ice-cream cone itself.
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					To make the top of the ice-cream, work two treble crochets together, into each pair of clusters.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				tr2tog (treble crochet two together) [yo, insert hook into next st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops] twice, yo and draw through all loops on hook.

				fptr (front post treble crochet) yo, insert hook around post of indicated st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				SPECIAL STITCH

				2 dc-cluster (two double crochet cluster) insert hook into next st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through one loop, insert hook into same st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through three loops.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 5 + 2 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 5 ch + 3.

			Use mint (A), brown (B) and pink (C).

			Colour note: The contrasting colour is carried at the back of the work.

			ROW 1: using A 23 ch, 1 dc in each st across, turn (22 dc).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a st here and throughout), 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: 1 ch, dc in first st, *2 dc, using B 2 tr in next st, using A 2 dc; repeat from * across to last, dc in last, turn (18 dc, 8 tr).

			ROW 4: 1 ch, dc in first st, *2 dc, 1 ch, miss next 2 sts, 2 dc; repeat from * across to last, dc in last, turn (18 dc, four 1-ch spaces).

			ROW 5: 1 ch, dc in first st, *2 dc, using B fptr around next tr, 2 tr between next sts, fptr around next tr, using A 2 dc; repeat from * across, turn (18 dc, 8 fptr, 8 tr).

			ROW 6: 1 ch, dc in first st, *2 dc, 2 ch, miss next 4 sts, 2 dc; repeat from * across to last, dc in last, turn (18 dc, four 2-ch spaces).

			ROW 7: 1 ch, dc in first st, *2 dc, using C 2 dc-cluster in each of the next 4 sts (see step sequence, above), using A 2 dc; repeat from * across, turn (18 dc, sixteen 2 dc-clusters).

			ROW 8: repeat row 6.

			ROW 9: 1 ch, dc in first st, *2 dc, tr2tog twice over the next 4 sts, 2 dc; repeat from * across to last, dc in last, turn (18 dc, 8 tr2tog).

			ROW 10: repeat row 4.

			ROW 11: 1 ch, 1 dc in each dc and 1-ch space across, turn.

			ROWS 12: repeat row 2.

			ROWS 13–22: repeat rows 3–12.

			ROW 23: repeat row 2.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			18 Lemon Peel Stitch

			Made with a combination of double and treble crochets, lemon peel stitch creates a delightfully bumpy surface that feels really neat under the hand. It creates a one-sided fabric and, unlike many of the stitches we have looked at, it is worked wrong side facing. Normally, lemon peel stitch is worked with one stitch per space, but for this swatch we are going for high texture, so I have doubled the number of stitches every other row to maximize that fresh, bumpy texture. A simple return row of double crochet stitches returns the count back to normal, and changing the colour of that return row adds a little peek of colour behind the lemon-peel texture.
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			Spotlight on Lemon Peel Stitch
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					To work a lemon peel stitch, start by creating a double crochet in the next indicated stitch.

				
			
			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					Working in the exact same stitch that you made your double crochet, work a treble crochet.
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					The bump from the treble crochet will lean towards the right side of the fabric.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 2 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 2 ch + 1.

			Use yellow (A) and green (B).

			Colour note: Change to B on rows 5, 9, 13 and 17.

			ROW 1: using A 23 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (22 dc).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a st here and throughout), (1 dc, 1 tr) in each st across (see step sequence, above), turn (44 sts).

			ROW 3: 1 ch, 1 dc in each tr across, turn (22 dc).

			ROWS 4–21: repeat rows 2–3.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.

			
				[image: ]
			

		

	
		
			19 Strawberry Stitch
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			Along with sunshine and beach days, summer brings strawberries. These strawberry stitches are super sweet and full of amazing texture. They are made using a combination of double crochets, treble crochets and double treble crochets. Changing the colour of the background stitches would be a great way to make these strawberries pop.

			

			Spotlight on Strawberry Stitch
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					The strawberry stitch is mainly worked up with front post stitches. To make the front post double treble crochet, yarn over twice before inserting the hook around the next stitch. Yarn over and draw through two loops three times.

				
			
			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					To work a front post treble crochet, yarn over before inserting the hook around the next stitch. Yarn over and draw through two loops twice.
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					Work the last set of front post treble crochets in green yarn to top off the strawberry.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				fptr (front post treble crochet) yo, insert hook around next post from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				fpdtr (front post double treble crochet) yo twice, insert hook around next post from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] three times.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 5 + 2 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 5 ch + 3.

			Use red (A) and green (B).

			Colour note: The contrasting colour is carried at the back of the work and cut at the end of the row.

			ROW 1: using A 23 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each st across, turn (22 dc).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a st here and throughout), 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: 1 ch, dc in first st, *2 dc, 2 tr in next st, 2 dc; repeat from * across to last, dc in last, turn (18 dc, 8 tr).

			ROW 4: 1 ch, dc in first st, *2 dc, 1 ch, miss next 2 tr, 2 dc; repeat from * across to last, dc in last, turn (18 dc, four 1-ch spaces).

			ROW 5: 1 ch, dc in first st, *2 dc, fptr around next tr, 2 tr in between next sts, fptr around next tr, 2 dc; repeat from * to last, dc in last, turn (18 dc, 8 fptr, 8 tr).

			ROW 6: 1 ch, dc in first st, *2 dc, 2 ch, miss next 4 sts, 2 dc; repeat from * across to last, dc in last, turn (18 dc, four 2-ch spaces).

			ROW 7: 1 ch, dc in first st, *2 dc, fpdtr around next fptr, fptr around each of the next 2 tr, fpdtr around next fptr, 2 dc; repeat from * across to last, dc in last, turn (18 dc, 8 fpdtr, 8 fptr).

			ROW 8: repeat row 6.

			ROW 9: using A 1 ch, dc in first st, *2 dc, using B fptr around each of the next 4 sts, using A 2 dc; repeat from * to last, dc in last, turn (18 dc, 16 fptr).

			ROW 10: 1 ch, dc in first st, *2 dc, 1 ch, miss next 4 sts, 2 dc; repeat from * across to last, dc in last, turn (18 dc, four 1-ch spaces).

			ROW 11: 1 ch, 1 dc in each dc and 1-ch space across, turn (22 dc).

			ROW 12: 1 ch, dc across, turn.

			ROW 13: 1 ch, dc in first st, *4 dc, 2 tr in next st: repeat from * across to last 6, 6 dc, turn (19 dc, 6 tr).

			ROW 14: 1 ch, dc in first st, 5 dc, *1 ch, miss next 2 sts, 4 dc; repeat from * to last, dc in last, turn (19 dc, three 1-ch spaces).

			ROW 15: 1 ch, dc in first, 4 dc, *fptr around next tr, 2 tr between next sts, fptr around next tr, 4 dc; repeat from * to last 2, 2 dc, turn (19 dc, 6 fptr, 6 tr).

			ROW 16: 1 ch, dc in first st, 5 dc, *2 ch, miss next 4 sts, 4 dc; repeat from * to last, dc in last, turn (19 dc, three 2-ch spaces).

			ROW 17: 1 ch, dc in first st, 4 dc, *fpdtr around next fptr, fptr around each of the next 2 tr, fpdtr around next fptr, 4 dc; repeat from * to last 2, 2 dc, turn (19 dc, 6 fpdtr, 6 fptr).

			ROW 18: repeat row 16.

			ROW 19: using A 1 ch, dc in first st, 4 dc, *using B fptr around next 4 sts, using A 4 dc; repeat from * to last 2, 2 dc, turn (19 dc, 12 fptr).

			ROW 20: 1 ch, dc in first st, 5 dc, *1 ch, miss next 4 sts, 4 dc; repeat from * to last, dc in last, turn (19 dc, three 1-ch spaces).

			ROWS 21–22: repeat rows 11–12.

			ROWS 23–32: repeat rows 3–12.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			20 Summer Shell Stitch

			Summer just wouldn’t be the same without visits to sandy beaches to look for pretty little shells. Whether you collected them in your shirt, your pockets or a little bucket, the desire to bring them all home was always there. When creating some highly textured shells, I wanted them to appear as if you could pluck one right off the fabric and drop it in your pocket. Doing so meant using double crochets, chain spaces worked on the wrong side, clusters that form the base of the shell and then double treble crochets to help them reach their peak and stand out from the other stitches around them. The result is a beautiful shell that falls on the right side of the fabric only and spans five stitches.
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			Spotlight on Summer Shell Stitch

			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					The summer shells are made up of double crochets, chain spaces and double treble crochets. Before completing the next shell, double crochet in the next stitch and, for this row only, do not chain between stitches.
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					Work the next shell in the chain-one space between the two clusters two rows below. Work your first double treble crochet around the chain-one space and around the chain from the previous row.
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					Work a total of nine double treble crochets in this space.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				dtr (double treble crochet) yo twice, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] three times.

				SPECIAL STITCHES

				3 tr-cluster (three treble crochet cluster) [yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops] three times, yo and draw through all remaining loops on hook.

				shell working around chain space, 9 dtr in 1-ch space between clusters below.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 8 + 1 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 8 ch + 2.

			ROW 1: 26 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each st across, turn (25 dc).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a st here and throughout), 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: 1 ch, dc in first st, *3 ch, miss 3, (3 tr-cluster, 1 ch, 3 tr-cluster) in next st, 3 ch, miss 3, dc in next; repeat from * across, turn (4 dc, six 3 tr-clusters).

			ROW 4: 1 ch, dc in first st, *10 ch, dc in next dc; repeat from * across, turn (4 dc).

			ROW 5: 1 ch, dc in first st, *shell in indicated st, dc in next dc; repeat from * across, turn (4 dc, 3 shells).

			ROW 6: 1 ch, dc in first st, *3 ch, dc in centre dtr of next shell, 3 ch, dc in next dc; repeat from * across, turn (7 dc).

			ROW 7: 1 ch, dc in first dc, [3 ch, dc in next dc, 3 ch, (3 tr-cluster, 1 ch, 3 tr-cluster) in next dc] twice; [3 ch, dc in next dc] twice, turn (5 dc, four 3 tr-clusters).

			ROW 8: 1 ch, dc in first st, 3 ch, dc in next dc, [10 ch, dc in next dc] twice, 3 ch, dc in last dc, turn (5 dc).

			ROW 9: 1 ch, dc in first dc, 3 ch, dc in next dc, [shell in next indicated space, dc in next dc] twice, 3 ch, dc in last dc, turn (5 dc, 2 shells).

			ROW 10: 1 ch, dc in first st, [3 ch, dc in next dc, 3 ch, dc in centre dtr of next shell] twice, [3 ch, dc in next dc] twice, turn (7 dc).

			ROWS 11–13: repeat rows 3–5.

			ROW 14: 1 ch, dc in first st, [3 ch, dc in centre dtr of next shell, 3 ch, tr in next dc] twice, 3 ch, dc in centre dtr of next shell, 3 ch, dc in last dc, turn (5 dc, 2 tr, six 3-ch spaces).

			ROW 15: repeat row 2.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			21 Rose Stitch

			
				[image: ]
			

			Every summer in the city where I live, the roses start to bloom. Some of my favourites in the most beautiful colours are in the front garden at my grandmother’s house. These beautiful blooms are fun to stitch and appear to grow right out of the fabric. They are made by creating a post stitch as a base, and then staggering different sized stitches along the post to gradually build the flower. Once all of your stitches are anchored on to the post, we use the same technique as a popcorn stitch and remove the hook to insert it back into the first stitch and secure the loop. The stitch is worked with the same base as tulip stitch, so learning this one will be a breeze.

			

			Spotlight on Rose Stitch
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					Create a base for your rose stitch by treble crocheting in the indicated chain-one space.
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					Work the indicated stitches around the post of the treble crochet that you just made.
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					To finish, drop your working loop from your hook and insert the hook into the second double crochet made (miss the first double crochet you made), put the dropped loop back on your hook and draw it through to close the rose.
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					To create the double crochet cluster, with the wrong side of the rose stitch facing, insert your hook in the centre of the rose stitch. There will be an obvious hole between the stitches.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				htr (half treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through three loops.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				3rd-FLO (third front loop only) the lowest front loop of an htr. BLO back loop only.

				dtr (double treble crochet) yo twice, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] three times.

				SPECIAL STITCHES

				3 tr-cluster (three treble crochet cluster) [yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops] three times, yo and draw through all loops on hook.

				dc-cluster (double crochet cluster) [insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through one loop] five times, yo and draw through all remaining loops on hook.

				rose stitch 1 tr in indicated st, working around the post of this tr (2 dc, 2 htr, 2 tr, 2 dtr), drop loop from hook, insert hook into second dc made, pick up dropped loop and draw it through to finish st.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 4 + 1 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 4 ch + 2.

			Use green (A) and pink (B).

			ROW 1: using A 22 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (21 dc).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a st here and throughout), 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: 2 ch (counts as first htr here and throughout), htr in next st, *(3 tr-cluster, 1 ch, 3 tr-cluster) in next st, 3 htr; repeat from * across to last 3 sts, (3 tr-cluster, 1 ch, 3 tr-cluster) in next st, 2 htr, turn (ten 3 tr-clusters).

			ROW 4: 2 ch, (working in 3rd-FLO), htr in next st, *1 ch, miss both clusters, htr in next 3 htr; repeat from * across to last 3 sts, 1 ch, miss both clusters, htr in last 2 sts, turn (21 sts). Fasten off A, join B in the BLO of first st.

			ROW 5: 3 ch (counts as first tr, 1 ch), working in front of sts from row 4, rose st in 1-ch space between 3 tr-cluster 2 rows below (see step sequence, above), [3 ch, working in front of sts from row 4, rose st in 1-ch space between 3 tr-clusters 2 rows below] four times, 1 ch, tr in last, turn (5 rose sts).

			ROW 6: 2 ch (counts as first dc, 1 ch), *dc-cluster in centre of rose st, 3 ch; repeat from * across to last rose st, dc-cluster in centre of rose st, 1 ch, dc in last, turn. Fasten off B, join A.

			ROW 7: 2 ch (counts as first htr), working in sts from row 4, htr in next htr, *working behind htr in next 1-ch space of row 4, working around 3 ch from rows 5–6 3 htr; repeat from * across to last 3 sts, htr in 1-ch space from row 4, htr in next st, htr in first st of row 5, turn (21 sts).

			ROWS 8–25: repeat rows 2–7.

			ROW 26: 1 ch, 1 dc in each st across.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			22 Diamond Waffle Stitch

			There is something so beautiful about the symmetry of diamond waffle stitch. Although it uses only front post stitches, the foreground really seems to pop from the background of simple treble crochets. Diamond waffle stitch appears on the right side of the fabric only, and has a fairly easy repeat. Made with a combination of double crochets, treble crochets and front post double treble crochets, once you get going this is a fun stitch pattern to work on.
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			Spotlight on Diamond Waffle Stitch
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					Wrap the yarn twice around the hook for a front post double treble crochet.
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					Insert your hook under the front post double treble crochet below.
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					Front post double treble crochet two together over this and the next front post double treble crochet to create the top of your diamond.
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					Finish by working a yarn over and drawing through all the remaining loops on the hook.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				fpdtr (front post double treble crochet) yo twice, insert hook around post of indicated st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] three times.

				SPECIAL STITCH

				fpdtr2tog (front post double treble two together) *yo twice, insert hook around post of indicated st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice**; repeat from * to **, yo and draw through three loops on hook.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 4 + 2 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 4 ch + 3.

			ROW 1: 23 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (22 sts).

			ROW 2: 2 ch (counts as first tr here and throughout), 1 tr in each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: 1 ch (does not count as a st here and throughout), fpdtr around third dc of row 1, *dc in next 3 sts of working row, fpdtr2tog around same dc as last fpdtr was worked into and, missing 3 dc in between, around the fourth dc after it; repeat from * to last 5 sts, dc in next 3 sts of working row, fpdtr around same dc as last fpdtr was worked into, dc in last st, turn.

			ROW 4: repeat row 2.

			ROW 5: 1 ch, dc in first 2 sts, fpdtr2tog around first fpdtr below and next fpdtr2tog below, *dc in next 3 sts of working row, fpdtr2tog around last fpdtr2tog worked into from row below and next fpdtr2tog or fpdtr on row below; repeat from * to last 3 sts, dc in last 3 sts.

			ROW 6: repeat row 2.

			ROW 7: 1 ch, fpdtr around first fpdtr2tog below, *dc in next 3 sts of working row, fpdtr2tog around last fpdtr2tog worked into from row below and next fpdtr2tog on row below; repeat from * to last 5 sts, dc in next 3 sts of working row, fpdtr around last fpdtr2tog worked into from row below, dc in last st.

			ROWS 8–15: repeat rows 4–7.

			ROW 16: 1 ch, 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			23 Summer Cable
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			This pattern is a mix of diamond waffle stitch and a beautiful centred cable that spans six stitches, with three stitches crossing in front of the work to create a beautiful one-sided texture. Both of these stitches work great together in a repeat and, because the stitches are similar in height, pairing them is a breeze. The pattern also features post stitches to create positive space or relief.

			

			Spotlight on Summer Cable
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					To work the centre cable, miss the first three stitches and work a front post double treble crochet around each of the next three stitches.
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					The first half of your cable is complete. Create the second half by working a front post double treble crochet around each of the three missed stitches.
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					Working in front, work a front post double treble crochet around each of the three missed stitches in the order in which they were made.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				bptr (back post treble crochet) yo, insert hook around post of indicated st from back to front, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				fptr (front post treble crochet) yo, insert hook around post of indicated st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				fpdtr (front post double treble crochet) yo twice, insert hook around post of indicated st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] three times.

				SPECIAL STITCH

				fpdtr2tog (front post double treble two together) *yo twice, insert hook around post of indicated st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice**; repeat from * to **, yo and draw through three loops on hook.

				NOTES

				1. 1 ch does not count as a st.

				2. 2 ch counts as a st.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 24 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 24 ch + 1.

			ROW 1: 25 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (24 dc).

			ROW 2: 2 ch (counts as first tr here and throughout), 8 tr, bptr around next 6 sts, 9 tr, turn.

			ROW 3: 1 ch (does not count as a stitch here and throughout), *fpdtr around third dc of row 1, dc in next 3 sts of working row, fpdtr2tog around same dc as last fpdtr and, missing 3 dc between, around the fourth dc after it, dc in next 3 sts of working row, fpdtr around same dc as last fpdtr**, fptr around next 6 tr; repeat from * to **, turn.

			ROW 4: repeat row 2.

			ROW 5: 1 ch, *dc in first 2 sts, fpdtr2tog around first and next fpdtr below, dc in next 3 sts of working row, fpdtr2tog around last fpdtr worked and next fpdtr below, dc in next 2 sts of working row**, miss next 3 sts, fpdtr around next 3 sts, working in front fpdtr around each missed st; repeat from * to **, turn.

			ROW 6: repeat row 2.

			ROW 7: 1 ch, *fpdtr around first fpdtr2tog below, dc in next 3 sts of working row, fpdtr2tog around last fpdtr worked and next fpdtr below, dc in next 3 sts of working row, fpdtr around last fpdtr worked **, fptr around next 6 sts; repeat from * to **, turn.

			ROWS 8–15: repeat rows 4–7.

			ROW 16: repeat row 2.

			ROW 17: 1 ch, *dc in first 2 sts, fpdtr2tog around first and next fpdtr below, dc in next 3 sts of working row, fpdtr2tog around last fpdtr worked and next fpdtr below, dc in next 2 sts of working row**, dc in next 6 sts; repeat from * to **, turn.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			24 Modified Puff Stitch
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			The beautiful modified puff stitch is a puff that is worked on the post of a treble crochet stitch, changing the way the puff appears on the fabric. Where the puff features vertical wraps, the modified puff features horizontal wraps. I love this simple modification because it resembles the look of a bullion stitch without as much of the work, and it also creates a double-sided fabric. I like to separate my modified puff stitches with a treble crochet between them and a row of double crochets between each row to give them some space, but any number of repeats could be worked.

			

			Spotlight on Modified Puff Stitch
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					Work a treble crochet. This acts as the post for your puff stitch to wrap around.
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					Create your puff stitch around the post of the treble crochet just made by inserting your hook under the post of the treble crochet.
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					When you’ve completed your puff stitch, yarn over one last time and draw through all of the loops on your hook.
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					The top of the puff stitch counts as a stitch, whereas the treble crochet post does not.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				SPECIAL STITCH

				mps (modified puff stitch) 1 tr in indicated st, [yo and insert hook around post of tr just made, yo and draw up a loop] five times, yo and draw through all loops on hook.

				NOTE

				The tr post of the mps does not count as a st. The top of the puff counts as a stitch.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 2 + 1 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 2 ch + 2.

			ROW 1: 24 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (23 sts).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a stitch here and throughout), 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: 2 ch (counts as first tr here and throughout), *mps in next st, tr in next; repeat from * across, turn (11 mps, 12 tr).

			ROW 4: 1 ch, 1 dc in each st across (missing the treble crochet posts of the mps), turn.

			ROWS 5–16: repeat rows 3–4.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			Project Tanya Ice-Cream Tote
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			There are not many things I find more useful at the beach than an oversized beach tote to pack everything into, especially when the kids are coming along. The Tanya Ice-Cream Tote is the perfect size for towels, sunscreen and more, and it’s oh-so cute! I made my tote with acrylic yarn, but I also highly recommend using cotton for an equally gorgeous version. I very much enjoy the fact that the colour possibilities for this tote are endless. Use scrap yarns to change your ice-cream colours, or make it all one colour to represent your favourite flavour. While ice-cream cone stitch and lemon peel stitch were worked in rows earlier in this chapter, this tote is worked in turned rounds.

			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				tr2tog (treble crochet two together) [yo, insert hook into next st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops] twice, yo and draw through all loops on hook.

				fptr (front post treble crochet) yo, insert hook around post of indicated st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				BLO back loop only.

				RS right side.

				WS wrong side.

				SPECIAL STITCHES

				foundation half treble crochet (fhtr) 2 ch, yo, insert hook in second ch from hook, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through one loop (first ch made), yo and draw through three loops (htr made), *yo, insert hook into ch of previous foundation st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through one loop (ch made), yo and draw through three loops (htr made); repeat from * until desired number of foundation htr have been made.

				2 dc-cluster (two double crochet cluster) Insert hook into next st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through one loop, insert hook into same st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through three loops.

				NOTES

				
						
						Bag is worked in rounds.

					

						
						Carry colours along with the work when not in use; work over the top of the unused colour to hide it.

					

						
						Join the rounds with a slip st into the first st.

					

						
						Instructions are written with the smallest size first, then the other sizes in brackets in ascending order. Throughout the instructions, your chosen size will always be in the same place.

					

				

			
			For this pattern, refer to the stitch charts and instructions for the ice-cream cone stitch and lemon peel stitch.

			YARN

			WeCrochet Brava 500 Worsted Weight (100% acrylic) (997m/1090yds/500g) 1 ball Mint (A).

			WeCrochet Brava Sport Weight (100% acrylic) (250m/273yds/100g) 1 ball Almond (B), 1 ball Seashell (C), 1 ball Cream (D) and 1 ball Lady Slipper (E).

			MATERIALS

			3.75mm (US F-5) crochet hook, yarn needle, scissors, bag handles (60cm [24in] long x 2cm [¾ in] wide used in sample)

			FINISHED MEASUREMENTS

			50cm (20in) wide x 38cm (15in) tall

			TENSION

			16 dc x 20 rounds 10cm (4in)

			Pattern

			Base

			ROW 1: using A 36 fhtr, turn (36 sts).

			ROUND 2: 1 ch, 35 dc, 5 dc in last, rotate to work on opposite side of foundation row, 35 dc, 5 dc in last, join (80 sts).

			ROUND 3: 1 ch, *35 dc, [2 dc in next, dc in next] twice, 2 dc in next; repeat from * around, join (86 sts).

			ROUND 4: 1 ch, *35 dc, [2 dc in next, dc in next 2] twice, 2 dc in next, dc in next; repeat from * around, join (92 sts).

			ROUND 5: 1 ch, *35 dc, [2 dc in next, dc in next 3] twice, 2 dc in next, dc in next 2; repeat from * around, join (98 sts).

			ROUND 6: 1 ch, *35 dc, [2 dc in next, dc in next 4] twice, 2 dc in next, dc in next 3; repeat from * around, join (104 sts).

			ROUND 7: 1 ch, working in BLO 1 dc in each st around, join, turn.

			Body

			Continue using A (use A unless indicated otherwise).

			ROUND 1 (WS): 1 ch, 2 dc in first st, 1 dc in each st around, join, turn (105 sts).

			ROUND 2 (RS): 1 ch, *using A 2 dc, using B 2 tr in next st, using A 2 dc; repeat from * around, join, turn (84 dc, 42 tr).

			ROUND 3: 1 ch, *2 dc, 1 ch, miss next 2 sts, 2 dc; repeat from * around, join, turn (84 dc, 21 1-ch spaces).

			ROUND 4: 1 ch, *using A 2 dc, using B fptr around next tr, 2 tr between next sts, fptr around next tr, using A 2 dc; repeat from * around, join, turn (84 dc, 84 fptr).

			ROUND 5: 1 ch, *2 dc, 2 ch, miss next 4 sts, 2 dc; repeat from * around, join, turn (84 dc, 21 1-ch spaces).

			ROUND 6: 1 ch, *using A 2 dc, using C 2 dc-cluster in each of the next 4 sts, using A 2 dc; repeat from * across, turn (84 dc, 84 2 dc-clusters).

			ROUND 7: repeat round 5.

			ROUND 8: 1 ch, *using A 2 dc, using C tr2tog twice over the next 4 sts, using A 2 dc; repeat from * across, turn (84 dc, 42 tr2tog).

			ROUND 9: repeat round 3.

			ROUND 10: 1 ch, 1 dc in each st and 1-ch space around, join, turn (105 sts).

			*increase section

			ROUND 11: 1 ch, *2 dc in next, 6 dc; repeat from * around, join, turn (120 sts).

			ROUND 12: 1 ch, *(dc, tr) in next, miss next st; repeat from * around, join, turn (120 sts).

			ROUNDS 13–15: 1 ch, *(dc, tr) in next tr; repeat from * around, join, turn.

			ROUNDS 16–19: repeat rounds 2–5.

			ROUNDS 20–24: using D in place of C, repeat rounds 6–10.

			*increase section

			ROUND 25: 1 ch, *2 dc in next, 5 dc; repeat from * around, join, turn (140 sts).

			ROUND 26: 1 ch, *(dc, tr) in next, miss next st; repeat from * around, join, turn (140 sts).

			ROUNDS 27–29: 1 ch, *(dc, tr) in next tr; repeat from * around, join, turn.

			ROUNDS 30–33: repeat rounds 2–5.

			ROUNDS 34–38: using E in place of C, repeat rounds 6–10.

			*increase section

			ROUND 39: 1 ch, *2 dc in next, 6 dc; repeat from * around, join, turn (160 sts).

			ROUND 40: 1 ch, *(dc, tr) in next, miss next st; repeat from * around, join, turn (160 sts).

			ROUNDS 41–43: 1 ch, *(dc, tr) in next tr; repeat from * around, join, turn.

			ROUNDS 44–47: repeat rounds 2–5.

			ROUNDS 48–52: using D in place of C rounds 6–10.

			ROUND 53: 1 ch, 1 dc in each st around, turn (160 sts).

			ROUND 54: 1 ch, *(dc, tr) in next, miss next st; repeat from * around, join, turn (160 sts).

			ROUNDS 55–57: 1 ch, *(dc, tr) in next tr; repeat from * around, join, turn.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.

			Finishing

			Steam ice-cream stitches to open them up a bit if needed. Add handles according to manufacturer’s instructions.
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			Autumn

			
				[image: ]
			

		

	
		
			25 Acorn Stitch
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			One of my family’s favourite things to do is to go for walks in the nearby forest. When summer turns to autumn, we spot lots of cute little acorns on the ground. I wanted to recreate these adorable tiny nuts with their whimsical caps in a stitch that can be easily repeated. You’ll find the acorns appear on the right side of the fabric only, and consist of double treble crochet stitches, treble crocheting five stitches together and then a simple little chain to make the stem of the acorn. I hope you enjoy making these little acorns as much as I do!

			

			Spotlight on Acorn Stitch
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					The base of the acorns is made by working five double treble crochets in the missed stitch below. You will be working around the chain one that rests right above the missed stitch.
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					To create the top of the acorn, treble crochet the five double treble stitches together to round off the top.
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					To work the stem of the acorn, slip stitch in the next stitch, chain six and then slip stitch again in the same spot.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				dtr (double treble crochet) yo twice, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] three times.

				sl st (slip stitch) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw loop through working loop.

				WS wrong side.

				SPECIAL STITCH

				tr5tog (treble crochet five together) [yo, insert hook into next st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops] five times, yo and draw through all loops on hook.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 4 + 1 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 4 ch + 2.

			Use light brown (A) and dark brown (B).

			ROW 1 (WS): using A 26 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (25 sts).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a stitch here and throughout), 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: 1 ch, 2 dc, *1 ch, miss 1, 3 dc; repeat from * across ending last repeat with 2 dc, turn (19 dc).

			ROW 4: 1 ch, 2 dc, *working around 1 ch, 5 dtr in missed st below (see step sequence, above), 3 dc; repeat from * across ending last repeat with 2 dc, turn (19 dc, 30 dtr).

			ROW 5: using B 1 ch, 2 dc, *tr5tog over next 5 dtr, 3 dc; repeat from * across ending last repeat with 2 dc, turn (19 dc, 6 tr5tog).

			ROW 6: 1 ch, 2 dc, *(sl st, 6 ch, sl st) in next st, 3 dc; repeat from * across ending last repeat with 2 dc, turn.

			ROW 7: using A 1 ch, 2 dc, *1 ch, miss 6-ch loop, 3 dc; repeat from * across ending last repeat with 2 dc, turn (19 dc).

			ROWS 8–10: repeat row 2.

			ROWS 11–18 : repeat rows 3–10.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			26 Berry Stitch
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			The texture of these autumn berries is unreal! Rows of beautiful red popcorn stitches accompanied by lush green leaves make these berries seem as though you could pick them right off the fabric. These berry stitches are a beautiful popcorn stitch worked into a v-stitch repeat for ease. The leaves are worked in a similar type of v-stitch so that the repeat is both easy to see and easy to crochet. One thing to consider if you choose this stitch to design with is the fact that it appears on the right side of the fabric only, with leaves spilling outside the edges of the fabric.

			

			Spotlight on Berry Stitch
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					The berries in the berry stitch are lovely popcorn stitches. Work the leaves by double crocheting in the next stitch and chaining five.
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					Working down the chain five we just made, slip stitch in the second chain from the hook, double crochet in the next, place two half treble crochets in the next and slip stitch in the last.
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					To finish the leaf v-stitch, chain one and double crochet in the same stitch as the original double crochet.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				htr (half treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through all loops on hook.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				sl st (slip stitch) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw loop through working loop.

				WS wrong side.

				SPECIAL STITCHES

				popcorn stitch 5 tr into same stitch, drop loop from hook, insert hook into first tr, pick up dropped loop and draw it through remaining loops on hook.

				leaf v-st (leaf v-stitch) 1 dc into indicated st, 5 ch, working down ch made (sl st into second ch from hook, 1 dc into next, 2 htr into next, sl st into next), 1 ch, 1 dc into same indicated st.

				berry v-st (berry v-stitch) popcorn stitch into indicated st, 1 ch, 1 dc into same indicated st.

				NOTE

				When working last draw through of popcorn stitches on right side, insert hook from front to back to close the stitch. When working last draw through of popcorn stitches on wrong side, insert hook from back to front to close the stitch.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 2 + 1 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 2 ch + 2.

			Use green (A) and maroon (B).

			ROW 1 (WS): using A 26 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (25 dc).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a st here and throughout), dc in first st, [miss next st, leaf v-st in next st] (see step sequence, above) across to last 2 sts, miss next st, dc in last, turn (11 leaf v-sts).

			ROW 3: 1 ch, dc in first st, [miss next st, leaf v-st in first dc of next leaf v-st] across to last 2 sts, miss next st, dc in last, turn.

			ROW 4: using B dc in first st, [miss next st, berry v-st in first dc of next leaf v-st] across to last 2 sts, miss next st, dc in last turn (11 berry v-sts).

			ROWS 5–7: 1 ch, dc in first st, [miss next st, berry v-st in first dc of next berry v-st] across to last 2 sts, miss next st, dc in last, turn.

			ROW 8: using A 1 ch, dc in first st, [miss next st, leaf v-st in first dc of next berry v-st] across to last 2 sts, miss next st, dc in last, turn.

			ROW 9: repeat row 3.

			ROWS 10–15: repeat rows 4–9.

			ROW 16: 1 ch, dc in first dc, dc in each dc of each leaf v-st across, 2 dc in last, turn (25 dc).

			ROW 17: 1 ch, 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			27 Jasmine Stitch
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			Jasmine stitch is one of those crochet stitches that you see and think you’ll never be able to execute. But since you already know puff stitch, you’re already halfway there. The stitch is made up of a row of puff stitches arranged to look like flowers when the rows build. The row starts with a double puff, and then each stitch after that is a puff started in three places and then finished all at once, much like a ‘double crochet three together’. I hope you’re eager to try this gorgeous, double-sided texture, but beware, it is a yarn-eater!

			

			Spotlight on Jasmine Stitch
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					Each new row of the jasmine stitch begins with a double puff stitch to mark the edge.
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					Work a puff3tog across by nearly finishing a puff stitch in three specific places (see Special Stitches, below). There will now be 21 loops on your hook.

				
			
			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					Before you complete your yarn over and draw through, hold the yarn over loop on your finger and don’t let it go until you’ve drawn up the next loop to double crochet.
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					Finish the puff3tog by completing the double crochet.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				SPECIAL STITCHES

				puff stitch [yo and insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop] three times, yo and hold this loop on your finger (see step 3, above). While still holding the loop on your finger, draw through all seven loops on hook, insert hook into loop on your finger, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops (double crochet made).

				puff3tog (puff stitch three together) yo and insert hook into dc of last puff st made, [yo and draw up a loop] three times, yo and insert hook into dc of puff st directly below, [yo and draw up a loop] three times, yo and insert hook into dc of next puff st, [yo and draw up a loop] three times, yo and hold this loop on your finger (see step 3, above). While still holding the loop on your finger, draw through all 21 loops on hook, insert hook into loop on your finger, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops (double crochet made).

				NOTE

				Be sure to draw each yarn over of your puff st to the same height.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch can be worked on any number of puff3tog sts.

			Start with a foundation chain of puff sts the number of puff3tog sts + 1.

			ROW 1: 2 ch, puff st in second ch from hook, [draw up a tall starting loop, puff st in dc top of last puff st] eleven times, do not turn (12 puff sts).

			ROW 2: Draw up a tall starting loop, puff3tog eleven times across, turn (11 puff3tog sts).

			ROWS 3–7: Draw up a tall starting loop, puff st in dc top of puff3tog below, puff3tog eleven times across, turn.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			28 Basketweave Stitch
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			Basketweave stitch is a beautiful tight-knit texture that is easier to crochet than it appears. Alternating between front post treble crochets and back post treble crochets creates the basketweave effect over a six-row repeat. In order to get as straight an edge as possible, the first and last stitches are left as regular treble crochets rather than post stitches. I love to crochet this stitch in a glossy yarn to really make the texture pop. You can make this texture as wide as you like with a repeat of eight stitches, comprised of four front post stitches and four back post stitches. And, best of all, this texture looks just as lovely on the wrong side of the work, making it great for autumn scarves, cowls (see the Carla Autumn Cowl) or blankets.

			

			Spotlight on Basketweave Stitch
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					The basketweave stitch features a repeat of eight post stitches. To complete a back post treble crochet, insert your hook from the back to the front and back again, so that the post of the stitch is pulled backwards.
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					Work three more back post stitches, then four front post stitches to create this beautiful texture.
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					Begin and end your row with a treble crochet to keep the edges straight and even.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				fptr (front post treble crochet) yo, insert hook around post of indicated st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				bptr (back post treble crochet) yo, insert hook around post of indicated st from back to front, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 8 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 8 ch + 2.

			ROW 1: 26 ch, tr in third ch from hook, 1 tr in each ch across, turn (24 tr).

			ROWS 2–3: 3 ch (counts as first tr here and throughout), 3 fptr, [4 bptr, 4 fptr] twice, 3 bptr, tr in last, turn.

			ROWS 4–6: 3 ch, 3 bptr, [4 fptr, 4 bptr] twice, 3 fptr, tr in last, turn.

			ROWS 7–9: 3 ch, 3 fptr, [4 bptr, 4 fptr] twice, 3 bptr, tr in last, turn.

			ROWS 10–15: repeat rows 4–9.

			ROWS 16–18: repeat rows 4–6.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			29 Loose Leaves Stitch

			Stepping into the forest during autumn is like stepping into a dream. The leaves are changing, some of them are falling and the sun seems so magical. Accompany that with a cool breeze and a cosy jumper, and I’m all set! When creating these loose leaves I wanted to capture the beginning stages of autumn where the leaves are starting to fall but the trees are still laden. The loose leaves are worked over a background of treble crochet stitches spanning two rows. The loose leaves themselves are made somewhat unconventionally – all on the right side of the work. By rotating the work and using the treble crochets as posts on which you anchor the leaves, these leaves are worked forwards for one row and back again for another layer by flipping the leaves upwards and working on their wrong sides. The little picot stitch detail adds a unique touch.
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			Spotlight on Loose Leaves Stitch
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					The loose leaves are worked right side facing around the posts of the treble crochet base. To work the first half of the leaf, point the leaf to the left and work the stitch around the post.
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					To work the other half of the stitch, rotate your work so the leaves are pointing to the right and work your stitches around the indicated post.
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					To work the next row, flip the leaves upside down to stitch back across them from right to left. The work will be right side facing, but you’ll be looking at the underside of the leaf.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				sl st (slip stitch) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw loop through working loop.

				htr (half treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through three loops.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				SPECIAL STITCH

				picot 3 ch, slip st in third ch from hook.

				NOTE

				3 ch at beginning of leaf counts as first tr.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 5 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 5 ch + 2.

			Use brown (A) and green (B).

			ROW 1: using A 22 ch, tr in third ch from hook, 1 tr in each ch across, place working loop on a st marker, do not turn (20 tr).

			ROW 2: Fasten on B in last st, [3 ch, working left to right rotate work to place 5 tr around next tr, 3 ch, miss next tr, rotate work to place 6 tr around post of next tr, sl st in next 2 tr] four times, ending last repeat with sl st in last st, do not turn (4 loose leaves).

			ROW 3: Working on wrong side of leaves from right to left [sl st in first sl st, sl st in next 6 tr, (dc, htr, picot, htr, dc) in 3-ch space, sl st in next 6 tr, sl st in next sl st] four times. Fasten off B.

			ROW 4: Place A loop back on hook, turn, 2 ch, 1 tr in each tr from row 1 across, turn (20 tr).

			ROW 5: 2 ch (counts as first tr here and throughout), 1 tr in each tr across, place working loop on a st marker, do not turn.

			ROW 6: Working left to right, fasten on B in third tr, [3 ch, rotate work to place 5 tr around next tr, 3 ch, miss next tr, rotate work to place 6 tr around post of next tr, sl st in next 2 tr] three times, do not turn (3 loose leaves).

			ROW 7: Working on wrong side of leaves from right to left, miss first sl st, [sl st in next sl st, sl st in next 6 tr, (dc, htr, picot, htr, dc) in 3-ch space, sl st in next 6 tr, sl st in next sl st] three times. Fasten off B.

			ROWS 8–9: repeat rows 4–5.

			ROWS 10–17: repeat rows 2–9.

			ROWS 18–19: repeat rows 2–3.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			30 Autumn Cable

			Autumn is filled with such rich, warm colours that I find so lovely: bright orange pumpkins, copper-coloured leaves and vibrant yellow sunflowers. When putting together the autumn cable, I combined a wide twelve-stitch cable flanked on either side by the gorgeous basketweave stitch. This cable winds its way across with front post treble crochets and front post double treble crochets. The cable first crosses in the centre with the stitches dipping behind each other in the cross. Further along, the cable then crosses twice, both sides crossing in front of the stitches to change the direction of the cable. This cable and the basketweave stitch pair so well together, and I hope you enjoy crocheting the Carla Autumn Cowl that was inspired by this panel.
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			Spotlight on Autumn Cable Stitch
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					The autumn cable has two different cable crosses. The first is made by working a front post double treble crochet in each of the first three stitches, missing the next three and then working a front post double treble crochet in the next three.
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					Working in the three missed stitches, you’ll work behind the front post double treble crochets you just made to work a front post double treble crochet in each missed stitch.
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					The other cable crosses on each side of the twelve stitches, twice. You’ll miss the first three stitches of the cable, front post double treble in the next three and then, working in front of those stitches, you’ll front post double treble in each missed stitch.
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					This time the cable crosses in front.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				fptr (front post treble crochet) yo, insert hook around post of indicated st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				bptr (back post treble crochet) yo, insert hook around post of indicated st from back to front, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				fpdtr (front post double treble crochet) yo twice, insert hook around post of indicated st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] three times.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 28 (see chart).

			ROW 1: 29 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each st across, turn (28 sts).

			ROW 2: 3 ch (counts as first tr here and throughout), 1 tr in each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: 3 ch, 3 fptr, 4 bptr, 12 fptr, 4 bptr, 3 fptr, tr in last, turn.

			ROW 4: 3 ch, 3 bptr, 4 fptr, 12 bptr, 4 fptr, 3 bptr, tr in last, turn.

			ROW 5: 3 ch, 3 fptr, 4 bptr, 3 fptr, miss next 3 sts, fpdtr around each of next 3 sts, working behind fpdtr around each of the 3 missed sts, 3 fptr, 4 bptr, 3 fptr, tr in last, turn.

			ROW 6: 3 ch, 3 fptr, 4 bptr, 12 bptr, 4 bptr, 3 fptr, tr in last, turn.

			ROW 7: 3 ch, 3 bptr, 4 fptr, [miss next 3 sts, fpdtr around each of next 3 sts, working in front fpdtr around each of the 3 missed sts] twice, 4 fptr, 3 bptr, tr in last, turn.

			ROW 8: 3 ch, 3 fptr, 4 bptr, 12 bptr, 4 bptr, 3 fptr, tr in last, turn.

			ROWS 9–14: repeat rows 3–8.

			ROWS 15–16: repeat rows 3–4.

			ROW 17: 2 ch, 1 tr in each st across, turn.

			ROW 18: 1 ch, 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			31 Houndstooth Stitch
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			Houndstooth is such an iconic fabric that it is used in everything, from clothing to bags and blankets. Achieving this pattern in crochet is very easy, and the results are so beautiful! While this stitch doesn’t provide a tremendous amount of texture, the juxtaposition of short crochet stitches alongside tall crochet stitches gives a delightful bump in the fabric that really adds to the effect. The wrong side of houndstooth fabric creates the same effect, but with the opposite colours standing out. The houndstooth effect is created with two contrasting colours, so I chose a contrasting autumn palette for this swatch. If you can double crochet and treble crochet, you’re all set to create this beautiful texture.

			

			Spotlight on Houndstooth Stitch
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					For houndstooth, it’s important to carry the unused colour underneath your working stitches as you crochet.
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					First, work a double crochet in the treble crochet below.
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					Then work a treble crochet in the double crochet below.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				NOTES

				
						
						Carry unused yarn colour along with the work, working over the top of it (see step 1, above).

					

						
						Change colours in the last st of each row by finishing last yarn over with new colour.

					

				

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 2 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 2 ch +1.

			Use brown (A) and cream (B).

			ROW 1: using A 23 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (22 dc).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a stitch here and throughout), 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: using A 1 ch, [dc in first st, tr in next] across, turn.

			ROW 4: using B 1 ch, [dc in first st, tr in next] (see step sequence, above) across, turn.

			ROWS 5–14: repeat rows 3–4.

			ROW 15: repeat row 3.

			ROWS 16–17: using A 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			32 Coffee Cup Stitch
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			There is nothing better than a warm drink on a chilly autumn day! These sweet little coffee cups are worked sideways on the post of a double treble crochet, which acts as an anchor as well as the handle of the cup. This stitch in unusual in that it is worked from the top down, meaning the swatch starts at the final row and works back to the beginning row. That way, the cups appear to hang off of the raised half treble crochet stitches, and the shape of the cups really pops. These little coffee cups also look adorable when lined up in different colours.

			

			Spotlight on Coffee Cup Stitch
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					The coffee cup stitch starts with a double treble crochet that acts as an anchor. It stretches down to the remaining loops of the htr row three rows below.

				
			
			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					Working around the post of the double treble crochet, yarn over and draw up a loop, yarn over and draw through two loops five times. You’ll have six loops on your hook.
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					To finish the stitch, yarn over and insert your hook into the next indicated stitch on the working row, and draw through all of the loops on your hook with the main colour.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				htr (half treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through all loops on hook.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				dtr (double treble crochet) yo twice, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop [yo and draw through two loops] three times.

				3rd-BLO (third back loop only) the farthest back loop of an htr.

				SPECIAL STITCH

				coffee cup st With contrast colour, work a double treble crochet in the htr st three rows below, working around the post of this double treble, [yo, insert hook under post of double treble, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops] five times, yo and insert hook into next st of working row, yo and draw up a loop, with main colour yo and draw through all loops on hook.

				NOTES

				
						
						Pattern is worked top down.

					

						
						Coffee cup st counts as 2 sts wide, the double treble crochet post and the htr st to close.

					

				

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 6 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 6 ch + 1.

			Use cream (A), light brown (B), gold (C) and dark brown (D).

			ROW 1: using A 25 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (24 sts).

			ROW 2: 2 ch (counts as first htr), 1 htr in each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: 1 ch (does not count as a stitch here and throughout), 1 tr in 3rd-BLO of each htr across, turn.

			ROW 4: 1 ch, 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			ROW 5: using A 1 ch, [2 htr, miss first 2 htrs from 3 rows below, using B working in the remaining 2 loops of next 3 htr rows below coffee cup st (see step sequence, above), using A htr in next 3 sts of working row, miss next 3 htr from 3 rows below] across, turn (4 coffee cup sts).

			ROW 6: using A 1 ch, [2 dc, 2 ch, miss 2 sts of coffee cup st, 2 dc] across, turn.

			ROW 7: 1 ch, 1 htr in each dc and ch across, turn (24 htr).

			ROWS 8–13: repeat rows 2–7 using C in place of B.

			ROWS 14–19: repeat rows 2–7 using D in place of B.

			ROW 20: repeat row 2.

			ROW 21: repeat row 4.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			Project Carla Autumn Cowl

			Autumn is here and there is a chill in the air. It is time to pull out your chunky scarves, hats and cowls. It’s the perfect time for those rich hues, such as gold, amber and copper. The Carla Autumn Cowl is a beautiful way to stay warm and cosy in the autumn – a pullover-style accessory that you can just pop on with a jacket or a jumper. With a gorgeous basketweave texture flanking a beautiful cable, this pattern is easier than it looks. It features a six-row repeat and, once you get the hang of it, it works up very fast. That leaves us more time for pumpkin-picking and mulled wine, which sounds so lovely right now!

			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				fptr (front post treble crochet) yo, insert hook around post of indicated st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				bptr (back post treble crochet) yo, insert hook around post of indicated st from back to front, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				fpdtr (front post double treble crochet) yo twice, insert hook around post of indicated st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] three times.

				RS right side.

				WS wrong side.

				SPECIAL STITCH

				foundation treble crochet (ftr) 2 ch, yo, insert hook in second ch from hook, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through one loop (first ch made), [yo and draw through two loops] twice (tr made), *yo, insert hook into ch of previous foundation st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through one loop (ch made), [yo and draw through two loops] twice (tr made); repeat from * until desired number of foundation tr have been made.

				NOTE

				Cowl is worked in rows, and then seamed shut.

			
			For this pattern, refer to the stitch charts and instructions for the basketweave stitch (see this page) and autumn cable stitch (see this page).

			YARN

			WeCrochet Gloss DK Weight (70% Merino Wool, 30% Silk) (112m/123yds/50g) 4 balls Harvest

			MATERIALS

			3.75mm (US F-5) crochet hook, yarn needle, scissors

			FINISHED MEASUREMENTS

			25cm (10in) tall x 56cm (22in) circumference around neck

			TENSION

			20 tr x 14 rows 10cm (4in)

			Pattern

			ROW 1 (WS): 52 ftr, turn (52 sts).

			ROW 2 (RS): 3 ch (counts as first tr here and throughout), bptr, [4 fptr, 4 bptr] twice, 2 bptr, 12 fptr, 2 bptr, [4 bptr, 4 fptr] twice, bptr, tr in last, turn (52 sts).

			ROW 3: 3 ch, fptr, [4 bptr, 4 fptr] twice, 2 fptr, 12 bptr, 2 fptr, [4 fptr, 4 bptr] twice, fptr, tr in last, turn.

			ROW 4: 3 ch, bptr, [4 fptr, 4 bptr] twice, 2 bptr, 3 fptr, miss next 3 sts, fpdtr around each of next 3 sts, working behind fpdtr around each of the 3 missed sts, 3 fptr, 2 bptr, [4 bptr, 4 fptr] twice, bptr, tr in last, turn.

			ROW 5: 3 ch, fptr, [4 fptr, 4 bptr] twice, 2 fptr, 12 bptr, 2 fptr, [4 bptr, 4 fptr] twice, fptr, tr in last, turn.

			ROW 6: 3 ch, bptr, [4 bptr, 4 fptr] twice, 2 bptr, [miss next 3 sts, fpdtr around each of the next 3 sts, working in front fpdtr around each of the 3 missed sts] twice, 2 bptr, [4 fptr, 4 bptr] twice, bptr, tr in last, turn.

			ROW 7: 3 ch, fptr, [4 fptr, 4 bptr] twice, 2 fptr, 12 bptr, 2 fptr, [4 bptr, 4 fptr] twice, fptr, tr in last, turn.

			ROWS 8–73: repeat rows 2–7.

			Do not fasten off, continue to joining.

			Joining

			With both right sides facing, match row 1 with last row, and 1 dc in each st across, working through both thicknesses. Do not fasten off, continue to trim.

			Trim

			ROUND 1: 1 ch, dc evenly across each row end, join.

			Fasten off, weave in end.

			Join yarn to opposite side of cowl and repeat round 1 of trim.
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			Winter
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			33 2x2 Rib Stitch

			Winter is the perfect time to bring out those cosy handmade jumpers and blankets, and snuggle up to crochet with a hot drink at hand. One of my favourite parts about designing a beautiful jumper is adding my favourite style of cuff and hem as a finishing touch. The two-by-two front post half treble crochet and back post half treble crochet has quickly become my go-to stitch combination to add that cosy touch to my winter clothes. This stitch combination is double-sided, so it is perfect for rolling up your cuff, or for a scarf or a blanket where both sides will be seen.
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			Spotlight on 2x2 Rib Stitch
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					To work a front post half treble crochet, insert your hook from the front to the back to push the post forwards.
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					Front post half treble crochet in the first two stitches.
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					To work a back post half treble crochet, insert your hook from the back to the front. Work two front post half treble crochets.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				htr (half treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through all loops on hook.

				fphtr (front post half treble crochet) yo, insert hook around post of indicated st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through three loops.

				bphtr (back post half treble crochet) yo, insert hook around post of indicated st from back to front, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through three loops.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 4 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 4 ch + 2.

			ROW 1: 26 ch, htr in third ch from hook, 1 htr in each ch across, turn (24 htr).

			ROWS 2–22: 2 ch (counts as first fphtr), fphtr, 2 bphtr, *2 fphtr, 2 bphtr; repeat from * across, turn.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			34 Spike Puff Stitch
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			Spike puff stitches are another variant of puff stitch, wrapped around the top of each spike puff stitch two rows below. Spike puff stitch is extra lush, and jumps out from the right side of the fabric, leaving no trace on the wrong side. Using two contrasting colours allows for the stitch definition to really stand out, as each spike puff is worked very closely to the one below it. The great thing about this stitch is that you can make the puffs as close together as you like; the repeat is not wholly important. If you can double crochet, puff stitch and work post stitches, the spike puff stitch will be a breeze.

			

			Spotlight on Spike Puff Stitch
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					To make the spike puff stitch, yarn over and insert your hook around the spike puff stitch directly below.
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					Work the five posts of the puff stitch until you have six loops on your hook.
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					Yarn over and draw through five loops, and then yarn over and draw through two loops to finish the stitch.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				SPECIAL STITCH

				spike puff stitch [yo and insert hook around indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops] five times, yo and draw through five loops, yo and draw through two loops.

				NOTES

				
						
						Carry unworked colour along with the work (working over the top of it).

					

						
						Finish the last pull through of your stitch before a colour change with the new colour.

					

				

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 4 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 4 ch + 1.

			Use grey (A) and maroon (B).

			Colour note: On each row of spike puff sts, alternate the colours of your spike puff sts using the photograph as a guide.

			ROW 1: using A 25 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, turn (24 sts).

			ROW 2: 2 ch (counts as first tr here and throughout), 1 tr in each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: 1 ch (does not count as a stitch here and throughout), dc, miss first tr below, [spike puff st around next tr (see step sequence, above), 3 dc, miss next 3 tr below] five times, spike puff st around next tr, dc in last 2 sts, turn (6 spike puff sts, 18 dc).

			ROW 4: repeat row 2.

			ROW 5: 1 ch, dc, [spike puff st around next spike puff st, 3 dc] five times, spike puff st around next spike puff st, dc in last 2 sts, turn (6 spike puff st, 18 dc).

			ROWS 6–17: repeat rows 4–5.

			ROWS 18–19: 1 ch, 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			35 Waffle Stitch
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			Waffle stitch is a geometric dream, and reminds me of the warm, delicious treat that it’s named after. This stitch is made up of simple treble crochets and post stitches to create a depth to the negative space, as well as a satisfying surface texture. Waffle stitch creates a one-sided texture that appears on the right side of the work. With a two-row repeat, it’s very easy to see where your stitches line up, and so this is a great stitch on which to do a lot of repetitive crochet. Perfect for those cosy winter nights where we stay indoors while the snow is falling outside, it would make for a warm blanket, hat or scarf.

			

			Spotlight on Waffle Stitch
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					The waffle stitch is made on the right side of the work by repeating three stitches. First, treble crochet in the next two stitches.
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					Next, front post treble crochet around the next treble crochet.
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					On the wrong side of the work, the repeat is one treble crochet followed by two front post treble crochets.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				fptr (front post treble crochet) yo, insert hook around post of indicated st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 3 + 2 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 3 ch + 1.

			ROW 1: 22 ch, tr in third ch from hook, 1 tr in each ch across, turn (20 tr).

			ROW 2: 2 ch (counts as first tr here and throughout), tr in next st, [fptr in next st, tr in next 2] (see step sequence, above) across, turn (14 tr, 6 fptr).

			ROW 3: 2 ch, fptr in next st, [tr in next st, fptr in next 2 sts] across to last 3 sts, tr in next st, fptr in next st, tr in last st, turn (9 tr, 11 fptr).

			ROWS 4–13: repeat rows 2–3.

			ROW 14: repeat row 2.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			36 Frosted Bobble Stitch
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			There is something so beautiful about the frost that forms in winter. When I was a little girl, we had an unseasonal winter rainfall followed by an abrupt temperature drop. I remember putting on my boots and walking outside to see a world adorned with frost and ice. The trees seemed to glitter. I wanted to capture that feeling with this beautiful stitch, an icy bobble with a touch of frost. Unlike a regular bobble, the frosted bobble is worked over a series of three rows, making it larger. This fabric is one-sided with a wonderful texture on the right side. This stitch is also used in the Aurora Frosted Beanie.

			

			Spotlight on Frosted Bobble Stitch
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					To create the frosted bobble, place five treble crochets in the same stitch.
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					On the wrong side, you’ll turn five stitches into three. Treble crochet two together, treble crochet in the next and then treble crochet two together again.
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					Use the frost colour to treble crochet three together to finish the frosted bobble.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				dc2tog (double crochet two together) [insert hook into next st, yo and draw up a loop] twice, yo and draw through all three loops on hook.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				tr2tog (treble crochet two together) [yo, insert hook into next st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops] twice, yo and draw through all loops.

				tr3tog (treble crochet three together) [yo, insert hook into next st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops] three times, yo and draw through all loops.

				SPECIAL STITCH

				exdc (extended double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through one loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				NOTES

				
						
						Carry unworked colour along with the work (working over the top of it).

					

						
						Finish the last pull through of your st before a colour change with the new colour.

					

				

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 4 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 4 ch + 1.

			Use grey (A), blue (B) and white (C).

			ROW 1: using A 25 ch, exdc in second ch from hook, 1 exdc in each ch across, turn (24 sts).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a stitch here and throughout), 1 exdc in each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: 1 ch, [using A exdc, using B 5 tr in next, using A 2 exdc] repeat across, turn (6 frosted bobble base, 18 exdc).

			ROW 4: 1 ch, [using A 2 exdc, using B tr2tog, tr in next, tr2tog, using A exdc] repeat across, turn.

			ROW 5: 1 ch, [using A exdc, using C tr3tog, using A 2 exdc] repeat across, turn (6 frosted bobbles, 18 exdc).

			ROW 6: repeat row 2.

			ROW 7: 1 ch, [using A 3 exdc, using B 5 tr in next] repeat to last 4, using A 4 exdc, turn (5 frosted bobble base, 19 exdc).

			ROW 8: 1 ch, using A 4 exdc, [using B tr2tog, tr in next, tr2tog, using A 3 exdc] repeat across, turn.

			ROW 9: 1 ch, [using A 3 exdc, using C tr3tog] across to last 4, using A 4 exdc, turn (5 frosted bobbles, 19 exdc).

			ROWS 10–17: repeat rows 2–9.

			ROW 18: repeat row 2.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			37 Feather Stitch
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			Feather stitch is a beautiful modified cluster stitch that anchors itself in three different places to branch out into lovely wisps of yarn. I adore how quickly this stitch works up, and how wonderful the fabric looks in a variegated yarn, as shown here. Feather stitch is double-sided, so it looks fantastic from both the right side and the wrong side of the fabric. Built on a base of simple half treble crochet stitches, feather stitch has an easy one-row repeat, making it a breeze to crochet. Use a thicker yarn to create a lovely, thick fabric using this stitch, or keep it lacy and light with a lightweight yarn as shown in this swatch.

			

			Spotlight on Feather Stitch
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					The first of three spots to anchor the feather stitch is in the same chain-one space in which you finished the last feather stitch.
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					The second place to anchor the feather stitch is in the chain-one space two rows below, in between the two feather stitches below.
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					Finally, the third place to anchor the feather stitch is in the next chain-one space. Once you have the seven loops on your hook, yarn over and finish the stitch.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				htr (half treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through all loops.

				SPECIAL STITCHES

				beg feather st (beginning feather stitch) yo, insert hook into last 1-ch space of previous row, yo and pull up a loop to height of loops on hook (three loops on hook), yo, insert hook into 1-ch space one row below or missed st just worked, yo and pull up a loop to height of loops on hook (five loops on hook), yo, insert hook in next 1-ch space, yo and pull up a loop to height of loops on hook, yo and pull through all seven loops on hook.

				feather st (feather stitch) yo, insert hook into same 1-ch space as last feather st, yo and pull up a loop to height of loops on hook (three loops on hook), yo, insert hook into missed st or 1-ch space one row below, yo and pull up a loop to height of loops on hook (five loops on hook), yo, insert hook in next 1-ch space, yo and pull up a loop to height of loops on hook, yo and pull through all seven loops on hook.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 2 + 1 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 2 ch.

			ROW 1: 24 ch, htr in second ch from hook, 1 htr in each ch across, turn (23 htr).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a stitch here and throughout), *htr, 1 ch, miss next st; repeat from * across to last, htr in last, turn (12 htr).

			ROW 3: 1 ch, htr, 1 ch, work a beg feather st, 1 ch, [feather st (see step sequence, above), 1 ch] across to last, htr in last, turn (10 feather sts).

			ROWS 4–12: repeat row 3.

			ROW 13: 1 ch, 1 htr in each st and ch across, turn (23 htr).

			ROW 14: 1 ch, 1 dc in each st across.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			38 Winter Cable
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			The winter cable is a beautiful combination of feather stitch and a lovely winding cable that spans six stitches. It makes for such an interesting textured fabric as the feather stitch seems to mimic the criss-crossing of the centre cable. Seeing feather stitch done in a solid colour does nothing to take away the soft, puffy texture of the cluster stitches. I hope you enjoy this gorgeous winter cable and use it for a warm and cosy throw, a cushion cover for the sofa or a toasty scarf.

			

			Spotlight on Winter Cable
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					The winter cable is six stitches wide. The crossed stitches are made with front post double treble crochets, and the straight stitches on the left or right are front post treble crochets. For the second cross, front post treble crochet in the first two stitches, miss the next two and front post double treble crochet in the next two.
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					Crossing in front of the two front post double treble crochets just made, front post double treble crochet in each of the two missed stitches.
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					The second cross happens in front of the work while the first cross happens behind.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				htr (half treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through all loops.

				fptr (front post treble crochet) yo, insert hook around post of indicated st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				bptr (back post treble crochet) yo, insert hook around post of indicated st from back to front, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				fpdtr (front post double treble crochet) yo twice, insert hook around post of indicated st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] three times.

				WS wrong side.

				SPECIAL STITCHES

				Beg feather st (beginning feather stitch) Yo, insert hook into last 1-ch space of previous row, yo and pull up a loop to height of loops on hook (three loops on hook), yo, insert hook into 1-ch space one row below or missed st just worked, yo and pull up a loop to height of loops on hook (five loops on hook), yo, insert hook in next 1-ch space, yo and pull up a loop to height of loops on hook, yo and pull through all seven loops on hook.

				Feather st (feather stitch) Yo, insert hook into same 1-ch space as last feather st, yo and pull up a loop to height of loops on hook (three loops on hook), yo, insert hook into missed st or 1-ch space one row below, yo and pull up a loop to height of loops on hook (five loops on hook) yo, insert hook in next 1-ch space, yo and pull up a loop to height of loops on hook, yo and pull through all seven loops on hook.

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 22 (see chart).

			ROW 1 (Ws): 23 ch, htr in second ch from hook, 1 htr in each ch across, turn (22 htr).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a stitch here and throughout), *[htr, 1 ch, miss next st] three times, htr in next**, htr in next, 6 fptr, htr in next, repeat from * to **, turn (10 htr, 6 fptr, six 1-ch spaces).

			ROW 3: 1 ch, *htr, 1 ch, work a beg feather st, 1 ch, feather st, 1 ch, htr**, htr, 6 bptr, htr; repeat from * to **, turn (4 feather sts, 6 bptr).

			ROW 4: 1 ch, *htr, 1 ch, work a beg feather st, 1 ch, feather st, 1 ch, htr**, htr, miss next 2 sts, fpdtr in next 2, working behind fpdtr in 2 missed sts, fptr in next 2 sts, htr; repeat from * to **, turn (4 feather sts, 6 fpdtr).

			ROW 5: repeat row 3.

			ROW 6: 1 ch, *htr, 1 ch, work a beg feather st, 1 ch, feather st, 1 ch, htr**, htr, 2 fptr, miss next 2 sts, fpdtr in next 2, working in front, fpdtr in 2 missed sts, htr; repeat from * to **, turn (4 feather sts, 6 fpdtr).

			ROW 7: repeat row 3.

			ROWS 8–11: repeat rows 4–7.

			ROW 12: 1 ch, *htr, 1 ch, work a beg feather st, 1 ch, feather st, 1 ch, htr**, htr, 6 fptr, htr; repeat from * to **, turn (4 feather sts, 6 fptr).

			ROW 13: 1 ch, 1 htr in each st and ch across, turn (22 htr).

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			39 Embossed Holly Stitch

			Holly is such an iconic winter plant, and one that I love deeply. My grandmother has a beautiful holly bush in her front garden, and it always brings me a sense of joy. The bright red berries that stand out against a background of green leaves and snow really add a pop of colour to a winter wonderland. Holly stitch is made with front post stitches for the leaves, and a combination of bobble stitches and popcorn stitches for the holly berries. This repeat is tall and narrow, and would make a perfect stitch for a blanket, scarf or hat. Worked on a snowy white background of treble crochets, this stitch works up fast and is such a fun combination of many of the stitches featured in the book.
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			Spotlight on Embossed Holly Stitch
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					To front post double treble two together, yarn over twice and insert your hook around the next stitch. Yarn over and draw up a loop.
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					Yarn over and draw through two loops, twice. Yarn over twice and insert your hook around the next stitch, yarn over and draw through two loops twice again.
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					Finally, yarn over and draw through all the loops on your hook to finish the stitch.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				dtr (double treble crochet) yo twice, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] three times.

				fpdtr (front post double treble crochet) yo twice, insert hook around post of indicated st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] three times.

				SPECIAL STITCHES

				2 dtr-cluster (two double treble crochet cluster) *yo twice, insert hook around post of indicated st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice; repeat from * once more, yo and draw through remaining three loops.

				fpdtr2tog (front post double treble crochet two together) yo twice, insert hook around post of next st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice; repeat from * once more, yo and draw through remaining three loops.

				bobble stitch [yo, insert hook into indicated stitch, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops] five times, yo and draw through all loops on hook.

				popcorn stitch 5 tr into same stitch, drop loop from hook, insert hook into first tr, pick up dropped loop and draw it through remaining loops on hook.

				NOTES

				
						
						Carry unworked colour along with the work (working over the top of it).

					

						
						Finish the last pull through of your st before a colour change with the new colour.

					

				

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 8 (see chart).

			Start with a multiple of 8 ch +1.

			Use white (A), green (B), red (C) and 6 stitch markers.

			ROW 1: using A 25 ch, dc in second ch from hook, 1 dc in each ch across, (using a stitch marker, mark the second, 7th, 10th, 15th, 18th and 23rd sts), turn (24 sts).

			ROW 2: using A 2 ch (counts as first tr here and throughout), 1 tr in each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: 1 ch (does not count as a stitch here and throughout), 2 dc, *using B fpdtr around next marked st, using A 2 dc, using B fpdtr in next marked st**, using A 4 dc, repeat from * to **, using A 4 dc, repeat from * to **, using A 2 dc, turn (6 fpdtr, 18 dc).

			ROW 4: repeat row 2.

			ROW 5: 1 ch, using A 2 dc, *using B 2 dtr-cluster around first fpdtr, fpdtr around each of next 2 fpdtr, 2 dtr-cluster around second fpdtr**, using A 4 dc, repeat from * to **, using A 4 dc, repeat from * to **, using A 2 dc, turn (six 2 dtr-clusters, 6 fpdtr, 12 dc).

			ROW 6: repeat row 2.

			ROW 7: 1 ch, *using A 3 dc, [using B fpdtr2tog (see step sequence, above) around next 2 sts in row 5] twice, 3 dc; repeat from * across, turn (6 fpdtr2tog, 18 dc).

			ROW 8: 2 ch, 2 tr, [using C bobble in the next 2 sts, using A 6 tr] twice, using C bobble in next 2 sts, using A 3 tr, turn (6 bobbles, 18 tr).

			ROW 9: 1 ch, *using A 3 dc, using C popcorn in the next st, using A 4 dc; repeat from * across, turn (3 popcorn sts, 21 dc).

			ROW 10: repeat row 2.

			ROW 11: 1 ch, using A 4 dc, *using B 2 dtr-cluster around popcorn st, fpdtr around same popcorn st**, using A 6 dc, repeat from * to **, using A 6 dc, repeat from * to **, 2 dc, turn (three 2 dtr-clusters, 3 fpdtr, 18 dc).

			ROW 12: repeat row 2.

			ROW 13: 1 ch, *using A 5 dc, using B fpdtr2tog around next 2 sts, using A 2 dc; repeat from * across, turn (3 fpdtr2tog, 21 dc).

			ROWS 14–15: 1 ch, 1 dc in each st across, turn (24 dc).

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			40 Snowflake Stitch
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			Snowflakes are such stunning little creations. Their symmetry, delicacy and beauty can be so much fun to capture, especially with crochet! By using a combination of half treble crochets and treble crochet stitches for the negative space, we can then use double treble crochets to branch out and mimic those icy arms of an intricate snowflake on the positive space of the fabric. This is a one-sided fabric, and counting is key. In order to get that mirrored effect of snowflake stitch, each post is carefully placed for perfect symmetry. Use this panel by itself, or repeat it for a beautiful snowflake motif on blankets and scarves.

			

			Spotlight on Snowflake Stitch
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					Work all of the half treble crochet stitches in the third loop to leave a ridge on those stitches.

				
			
			
				
					[image: ]
				

				
					The front post double trebles are created by anchoring them onto previous front post double treble stitches.
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					When you are working the wrong side, treble crochet in the empty stitches that lie behind each of the front post double treble crochets.

				
			
			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				htr (half treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through all loops on hook.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				fpdtr (front post double treble crochet) yo twice, insert hook around post of indicated st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] three times.

				SPECIAL STITCHES

				3rd-FLO (third front loop only) the lowest front loop of an htr.

				3rd-BLO (third back loop only) the farthest back loop of an htr.

				NOTES

				
						
						When working a new fpdtr in an htr st, work in the remaining two loops of the htr from two rows below.

					

						
						Work all right side htr sts in 3rd-BLO.

					

						
						Work all wrong side htr sts in 3rd-FLO.

					

						
						Always miss the st directly behind an fpdtr on working row.

					

				

			
			Pattern

			This stitch is best worked in multiples of 24 (see chart).

			ROW 1: 25 ch, htr in second ch from hook, 1 htr in each ch across, turn (24 htr).

			ROW 2: 1 ch (does not count as a stitch here and throughout), 1 htr in 3rd-FLO of each st across, turn.

			ROW 3: 1 ch, 6 htr, counting from the first st of row 1 miss 5 sts, fpdtr in sixth st of row 1, miss next 2 sts of row 1, fpdtr in next st of row 1, 2 htr on working row, miss next 2 sts of row 1, fpdtr in next st of row 1, htr in next 2 sts of working row, fpdtr in next st of row 1, htr in next 2 sts of working row, miss next 2 sts of row 1, fpdtr in next st of row 1, miss next 2 sts of row 1, fpdtr in next st of row 1, htr in next 6 sts of working row, turn (6 fpdtr, 18 htr).

			ROW 4: 1 ch, 6 htr, miss next 2 fpdtr, tr in next 2 empty sts from row 2 behind fpdtr, 2 htr, miss next fpdtr, tr in next empty st from row 2, 2 htr, miss next fpdtr, tr in next empty st from row 2, 2 htr, miss next 2 fpdtr, tr in next 2 empty sts from row 2, 6 htr, turn (6 tr, 18 htr).

			ROW 5: 1 ch, 8 htr, miss first 7 sts of row 3, fpdtr around fpdtr below, 2 htr, fpdtr around next fpdtr, fpdtr around next fpdtr, 2 htr, fpdtr around next fpdtr, 8 htr, turn (4 fpdtr, 20 htr).

			ROW 6: 1 ch, 8 htr, miss next fpdtr, tr in empty st from row 4, 2 htr, miss next 2 fpdtr, tr in next 2 empty sts from row 4, 2 htr, miss next fpdtr, tr in empty st of row 4, 8 htr, turn (4 tr, 20 htr).

			ROW 7: 1 ch, htr 10, miss first 9 sts of row 5, fpdtr around each of the next 4 fpdtr, 10 htr, turn (4 fpdtr, 20 htr).

			ROW 8: 1 ch, 10 htr, miss next 4 fpdtr, 1 tr in each of the next 4 empty sts from row 6, 10 htr, turn (4 tr, 20 htr).

			ROW 9: 1 ch, 4 htr, miss first 3 sts from row 7, fpdtr in next st from row 7, miss next 2 sts of row 7, fpdtr in next st of row 7, 2 htr, fpdtr in next st of row 7, miss next fpdtr, fpdtr around next fpdtr, htr in next, fpdtr in next 2 fpdtr, htr in next, fpdtr around fpdtr 2 posts back, counting after fpdtrs of row 7, miss next 2 sts of row 7, fpdtr in next st of row 7, 2 htr, fpdtr in next st of row 7, miss next 2 sts of row 7, fpdtr in next st of row 7, 4 htr, turn (10 fpdtr, 14 htr).

			ROW 10: 1 ch, 4 htr, miss next 2 fpdtr, tr in next 2 empty sts from row 8, 2 htr, miss next 2 fpdtr, tr in next 2 empty sts from row 8, htr in next, miss next 2 fpdtr, tr in next 2 empty sts from row 8, htr in next, miss next 2 fpdtr, tr in next 2 empty sts from row 8, 2 htr, miss next 2 fpdtr, tr in next 2 empty sts from row 8, 4 htr, turn (10 tr, 14 htr).

			ROW 11: 1 ch, 3 htr, fpdtr in next fpdtr, 2 htr, fpdtr around same fpdtr as previous, fpdtr around next fpdtr, 2 htr, fpdtr around same fpdtr as previous, fpdtr around each of the next 2 fpdtr, fpdtr around next fpdtr, 2 htr, fpdtr around same fpdtr as previous, fpdtr around next fpdtr, 2 htr, fpdtr around same fpdtr as previous, 3 htr, turn (10 fpdtr, 14 htr).

			ROW 12: 1 ch, 3 htr, miss next fpdtr, tr in next empty st from row 10, 2 htr, miss next 2 fpdtr, tr in next 2 empty sts from row 10, 2 htr, miss next 4 fpdtr, tr in next 4 empty sts from row 10, 2 htr, miss next 2 fpdtr, tr in next 2 empty sts from row 10, 2 htr, miss next fpdtr, tr in next empty st from row 10, 3 htr, turn (10 tr, 14 htr).

			ROW 13: 1 ch, 9 htr, miss next 3 fpdtr, fpdtr around next fpdtr, htr in next, fpdtr around each of the next 2 fpdtr, htr in next, fpdtr around next fpdtr, 9 htr, turn (4 fpdtr, 20 htr).

			ROW 14: 1 ch, 9 htr, miss next fpdtr, tr in empty st from row 12, htr in next, miss next 2 fpdtr, tr in each of next 2 empty sts from row 12, htr in next, miss next fpdtr, tr in empty st from row 12, 9 htr, turn (4 tr, 20 htr).

			ROW 15: 1 ch, 7 htr, fpdtr around next fpdtr, 2 htr, fpdtr around next fpdtr, 2 htr, fpdtr around next fpdtr, 2 htr, fpdtr around next fpdtr, 7 htr, turn (4 fpdtr, 20 htr).

			ROW 16: 1 ch, 7 htr, miss next fpdtr, tr in empty st from row 14, 2 htr, miss next fpdtr, tr in next empty st from row 14, 2 htr, miss next fpdtr, tr in empty st from row 14, 2 htr, miss next fpdtr, tr in next empty st from row 14, 7 htr, turn (4 tr, 20 htr).

			ROW 17: 1 ch, 5 htr, fpdtr around next fpdtr, 2 htr, fpdtr around same fpdtr as previous, 2 htr, fpdtr around next fpdtr, fpdtr around next fpdtr, 2 htr, fpdtr around next fpdtr, 2 htr, fpdtr around same fpdtr as previous, 5 htr, turn (6 fpdtr, 18 htr).

			ROW 18: 1 ch, 5 htr, miss next fpdtr, tr in empty st from row 16, 2 htr, miss next fpdtr, tr in empty st from row 16, 2 htr, miss next 2 fpdtr, tr in next 2 empty sts from row 16, 2 htr, miss next fpdtr, tr in empty st from row 16, 2 htr, miss next fpdtr, tr in empty st from row 16, 5 htr, turn (6 tr, 18 htr).

			ROW 19: 1 ch, 1 dc in each st across, turn.

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			Project Aurora Frosted Beanie
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			There is something so stunning about seeing the snow in winter, and frost topping everything in sight. Living in Canada, I am no stranger to white winters, and wear lots of cosy winter accessories in order to stay warm. One of my favourite things to wear is a fun winter beanie; I find it’s one of the best ways to stand out. The Aurora Frosted Beanie features frosted bobble stitch and the beautiful 2x2 rib stitch, but this time worked in rounds rather than rows. It’s the perfect pairing for a winter wonderland stroll. This beanie can be worked in four sizes. Since the stitches are quite tight, it does present bigger while you’re making the brim, but tightens up as the body of the hat progresses. Be sure to check your tension to ensure a great fit

			
				ABBREVIATIONS

				yo yarn over.

				ch (chain) yo and draw through existing loop on hook.

				dc (double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				dc2tog (double crochet two together) [insert hook into next st, yo and draw up a loop] twice, yo and draw through all three loops on hook.

				tr (treble crochet) yo, insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, [yo and draw through two loops] twice.

				tr2tog (treble crochet two together) [yo, insert hook into next st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops] twice, yo and draw through all loops.

				tr3tog (treble crochet three together) [yo, insert hook into next st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through two loops] three times, yo and draw through all loops.

				fphtr (front post half treble crochet) yo, insert hook around post of indicated st from front to back, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through three loops.

				bphtr (back post half treble crochet) yo, insert hook around post of indicated st from back to front, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through three loops.

				SPECIAL STITCHES

				exdc (extended double crochet) insert hook into indicated st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through one loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				exdc-split st (extended double crochet split stitch) insert hook in between the posts of indicated exdc st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through one loop, yo and draw through two loops.

				foundation half treble crochet (fhtr) 2 ch, yo, insert hook in second ch from hook, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through one loop (first ch made), yo and draw through three loops (htr made), *yo, insert hook into ch of previous foundation st, yo and draw up a loop, yo and draw through one loop (ch made), yo and draw through three loops (htr made); repeat from * until desired number of foundation htr have been made.

				NOTES

				
						
						Hat is worked in the round from the brim up to the crown. Carry colours along with the work when not in use; work over the top of the unused colour to hide it.

					

						
						1 ch at beginning of a round does not count as a st.

					

						
						Join the rounds with a slip st into the first st.

					

						
						Instructions are written with the smallest size first, then the other sizes in brackets in ascending order. Throughout the instructions, your chosen size will always be in the same place.

					

				

			
			For this pattern, refer to the stitch charts and instructions for the 2x2 rib stitch and frosted bobble stitch.

			YARN

			Lion Brand Yarn L.B. Collection Superwash Merino (100% Superwash Merino) (280m/306yds/100g) 1 ball #173 Sage (A), 1 ball #105 Moonstone (B) and 1 ball #098 Antique (C)

			MATERIALS

			3.75mm (US F-5) crochet hook, yarn needle, scissors

			SIZES

			Small (medium, large, extra large)

			MEASUREMENTS

			53[55.5:58.5:61]cm (21[22:23:24]in) circumference around base of head

			TENSION

			4 frosted bobbles x 5 repeats 10cm (4in)

			Pattern

			BRIM

			ROUND 1: using A 68(72:76:80) fhtr, join (68(72:76:80) sts).

			ROUNDS 2–5: 2 ch (counts as first fphtr), fphtr, 2 bphtr, *2 fphtr, 2 bphtr; repeat from * around, join.

			BODY

			ROUND 1: using A (unless indicated otherwise), 1 ch, exdc in each st around, join (68(72:76:80) sts).

			ROUND 2: 1 ch, 1 exdc-split st in each st around, join.

			ROUND 3: 1 ch, *using A exdc-split st, using B 5 tr in next st, using A exdc-split st in next 2 sts; repeat from * around, join (17(18:19:20) frosted bobble bases, 51(54:57:60) exdc-split sts).

			ROUND 4: 1 ch, *using A exdc-split st, using B tr2tog, tr in next, tr2tog, using A exdc-split st in next 2 sts; repeat from * around, join.

			ROUND 5: 1 ch, *using A exdc-split st, using C tr3tog, using A exdc-split st in next 2 sts; repeat from * around, join (17(18:19:20) frosted bobbles, 51(54:57:60) exdc-split sts).

			ROUND 6: 1 ch, 1 exdc-split st in each st around, join.

			ROUND 7: 1 ch, *using A exdc-split st in next 3 sts, using B 5 tr in next st; repeat from * around, join (17(18:19:20) frosted bobble bases, 51(54:57:60) exdc-split sts).

			ROUND 8: 1 ch, *using A exdc-split st in next 3 sts, using B tr2tog, tr in next, tr2tog; repeat from * around, join.

			ROUND 9: 1 ch, *using A exdc-split st in next 3 sts, using C tr3tog; repeat from * around, join (17(18:19:20) frosted bobbles, 51(54:57:60) exdc-split sts).

			ROUNDS 10–25: repeat rounds 2–9.

			ROUND 26: 1 ch, *15(16:17:18) exdc-split sts, dc2tog; repeat from * around, join (64(68:72:76) sts).

			ROUND 27: 1 ch, *14(15:16:17) exdc-split sts, dc2tog; repeat from * around, join (60(64:68:72) sts).

			For size small only, continue to crown instructions.

			For sizes (medium:large:extra large)

			ROUND 28: 1 ch, *(14:15:16) exdc-split sts, dc2tog; repeat from * around, join ((60:64:68) sts).

			For size medium only, continue to crown instructions.

			For sizes (large:extra large)

			ROUND 29: 1 ch, *(14:15) exdc-split sts, dc2tog; repeat from * around, join ((60:64) sts).

			For size large only, continue to crown instructions.

			For size extra large

			ROUND 30: 1 ch, *14 exdc-split sts, dc2tog; repeat from * around, join (60 sts).

			CROWN (FOR ALL SIZES)

			ROUND 1: using A 1 ch, *8 exdc, dc2tog; repeat from * around, join (54 sts).

			ROUND 2: 1 ch, *7 exdc, dc2tog; repeat from * around, join (48 sts).

			ROUND 3: 1 ch, *6 exdc, dc2tog; repeat from * around, join (42 sts).

			ROUND 4: 1 ch, *5 exdc, dc2tog; repeat from * around, join (36 sts).

			ROUND 5: 1 ch, *4 exdc, dc2tog; repeat from * around, join (30 sts).

			ROUND 6: 1 ch, *3 exdc, dc2tog; repeat from * around, join (24 sts).

			ROUND 7: 1 ch, *2 exdc, dc2tog; repeat from * around, join (18 sts).

			ROUND 8: 1 ch, *exdc, dc2tog; repeat from * around, join (12 sts).

			ROUND 9: 1 ch, (dc2tog) six times, join (6 sts).

			Fasten off, weave in ends.
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			Index

			The page numbers in this index refer to the printed version of this book. The link provided will take you to the beginning of that print page. You may need to scroll forward from that location to find the corresponding reference on your e-reader.
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