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Introduction
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You know those Christmas enthusiasts who start sharing ‘150 days until Christmas!’ memes in July? I am that person. I draw the line at decorating my home before 1 December, but Christmas crafting before December? Well, that’s just being organised!

The projects in this book range from super-quick projects (hello, last-minute teacher gifts!) to ones that you will want to take your time over. I’ve included a whole range, so if you feel inclined to decorate your table, dress your tree, deck your halls and make all your gifts in crochet this year, you can. The 30 projects in these pages will keep you coming back to this book year after year, adding to your Christmas décor and creating heirloom projects that will bring you joy each time you take them out.

So crack out the spiced berry cordial, pop Bublé on and light that gingerbread-scented candle. Then get yourself comfy in your favourite chair and crochet ‘just one more row’ away.

How to use this book

All the yarn requirements and any supplies needed for each pattern, outside of your basic kit, are given at the top of the individual project pages. If you come across any abbreviations or techniques that you aren’t familiar with, you will find these listed with their definitions at the start of the book.

Basic kit

One of my favourite things about crochet, and the reason it overtook all other crafts in my life, is how portable it is. All you really need is yarn and a few basic tools. For the projects in this book, the hook and yarns are given at the start of each pattern alongside any more unusual supplies. You’ll also need a pair of scissors, a yarn needle and a tape measure for each pattern.








Glossary of Stitches and Techniques

Terminology

All the patterns in this book are written in UK crochet terms.




	TERMS CONVERSION CHART




	UK term

	US term




	double crochet (dc)

	single crochet (sc)




	half treble crochet (htr)

	half double crochet (hdc)




	treble (tr)

	double crochet (dc)




	double treble (dtr)

	treble (tr)




	triple treble (trtr)

	double treble (dtr)









	CROCHET HOOK CONVERSION CHART




	Metric

	US




	2.5mm

	C/2




	3mm

	D/3




	3.5mm

	F




	4mm

	G/6




	4.5mm

	7




	5mm

	H/8




	6mm

	J/10




	7mm

	–




	8mm

	L/11




	12mm

	–




	20mm

	S




	30mm

	T/X









	YARN WEIGHT CONVERSION CHART




	Category Names

	Lace

	Super Fine

	Fine

	Light

	Medium

	Bulky

	Super Bulky

	Jumbo




	Yarn Weight

	0

	1

	2

	3

	4

	5

	6

	7




	Types of Yarn in Category

	Fingering, 10 count crochet thread

	Sock, Fingering, 4ply, Baby

	Sport, Baby

	Double Knit (DK), Light worsted

	Worsted, Afghan, Aran

	Chunky, Craft, Rug

	Super bulky, Roving

	Jumbo, Roving, Arm knitting






Abbreviations

bbl bobble

BBO Back bump only

BLO back loop only

BPdc Back Post double crochet

BPtr Back Post treble crochet

ch chain

cm centimetre

cs crab stitch

D diameter

dc double crochet

dec decrease by working 2 sts together

dtr double treble crochet

FC foundation chain

FLO front loop only

FPhtr Front Post half treble

FPtr Front Post treble crochet

FPtr dec Front Post treble decrease

g grams

H height

htr half treble crochet

inc increase by working 2 sts into 1 st from prev row/rnd

inv dec invisible decrease

L length

lp loop stitch

m metre

ML magic loop

mm millimetre

pic3 chain 3 picot

pic5 chain 5 picot

PM place stitch marker

pul pull up a loop

rep repeat

rnd(s) round(s)

RS right side

sdc split double crochet

ss slip stitch

st(s) stitch(es)

tr treble crochet

ttr triple treble crochet

W width

wc waistcoat stitch

WS wrong side

xlp extended loop stitch

yoh yarn over hook

* repeat the instructions following the single asterisk as directed

( ) work instructions within parentheses as a group of stitches all in the same stitch or space

(Xsts) the number given in parentheses at the end of a row or round denotes the number of stitches you should have in that row or round

[ ] × 3 repeat the instructions within the square brackets as dictated by the ‘x 3’ or number that follows the x.






Basic Stitches & Techniques

Slip knot

Make a loop in your yarn around 10–20cm from the end. Insert hook through loop, catch the back strand of yarn and pull it to the front. Pull the ends of the yarn to secure the knot around the hook, but not too tightly or it will be hard to pull the first loop of the chain through.

Chain (ch)

Hold the crochet hook in your hand and make a slip knot on the hook. Bring yoh from back to front and pull the hook towards yourself to catch the loop. Pull the hooked yarn through the slip knot and onto the hook. One chain has now been made. Repeat these steps, keeping your stitches even, until you have the desired number of stitches. One loop will always remain on the hook.

Counting a chain

The right side of your chain is the one that looks like a little plait of V shapes. Each V is a stitch and must be counted. When you are working the chain, do not count the slipknot, but begin to count your chain when you pull through the first loop. When you are counting after the chain has been made, count the slipknot but not the loop on the hook (the working loop).

Starting chain

A starting chain is typically worked at the start of rows and rounds of crochet stitches. Its purpose is to make the transition between one row of crochet and the next row while maintaining the height of each row. After you’ve worked a row of crochet, you typically turn the piece over and work back across the row, so you need to have the correct height. When working in the round, join method, a starting chain may be used for the same purpose. Whether this starting chain is counted as the first stitch of the row/round depends on the individual pattern and will be listed on each project page.

Magic loop (ML)

Also called the magic ring. This technique is frequently used when crocheting in the round and is often preferential to a chain as it allows you to pull the loop closed after your first round, meaning no small hole is left in the middle of your work. To start, create a loop as when making a slip knot. Insert hook into the loop, from front to back. Wrap the yarn around the hook anticlockwise and pull the yarn through the loop. Ch1 to secure the magic loop. Work the stitches as indicated into the centre of the magic loop, making sure all stitches are worked over the loop itself and the tail end. Once you have worked your first round, pull the tail of the yarn to the close the loop.

[image: photograph of crochet tools]

Slip stitch (ss)

Insert hook into required stitch, yoh and pull up a loop (two loops on hook). Pull the loop just formed through the first loop on the hook.

Double crochet (dc)

Insert hook into required stitch, yoh and pull up a loop (two loops on hook), yoh and pull through both loops.

Half treble crochet (htr)

Yoh (two loops on hook) and insert into required stitch. Yoh and pull up a loop (three loops on hook). Yoh and pull through all three loops.

Treble crochet (tr)

Yoh (two loops on hook) and insert into required stitch. Yoh and pull up a loop (three loops on hook). Yoh and pull through two loops (two loops on hook). Yoh and pull through remaining two loops.

Double treble crochet (dtr)

Yoh twice, insert hook into stitch, yoh and pull up a loop (four loops on hook). *Yoh and pull through two loops. Repeat from * twice more.

Triple treble crochet (ttr)

Yoh three times, insert hook into stitch, yoh and pull up a loop (five loops on hook). *Yoh and pull through two loops. Repeat from * three more times.






Special Stitches & Techniques

Back loop only (BLO)

The top of your stitches will look like a < or >, and most standard stitches require you to work through both loops at the same time. Working in the back loop only (BLO) means only working in the back bar of the < or >. At the end of a row of BLO stitches, you will have a ridge of unworked loops (the front loops) running along the front of your piece.

Back bump only (BBO)

Also called the third loop or the hidden loop. Working in the back bump only (BBO) is similar to working BLO or FLO stitches, but it is sometimes a little fiddlier to locate the bump to work in. With your work facing you, ignore the front and back loops (the < or > stitch on top of your work) and instead look at the reverse side. The back bump is the horizontal ridge running across the back of the stitch. Working in the BBO will push the front and back loops to the front of the work, creating a ribbed effect with the top > sitting on the front of the work.

Bobble (bbl)

Work a five treble bobble as follows: *yoh, insert into stitch, yoh and pull up a loop, yoh and pull through two loops. Repeat from * four more times, yoh and pull through all loops on hook. Bobble formed.

Duplicate stitch

Sometimes referred to as Swiss darning. Using a yarn needle threaded with an arm’s length of yarn, this is a surface stitch to be used as an embellishment on knit stitch in knitting or waistcoat stitch in crochet. *Bring the needle up from the back to the front of the work at the base of one stitch, at the bottom of the V (point A). Insert the hook from right to left behind the legs, or V, of the stitch directly above, keeping the needle on the front of the work (point B). Bring the yarn back down, from the front to the back of the work, at point A.

Repeat from * for each stitch that requires a duplicate stitch.

Front loop only (FLO)

Similar to back loop only, working in the front loop only (FLO) means only working in the front bar of the < or >. At the end of a row of FLO stitches, you will have a ridge of unworked loops (the back loops) running along the back of your piece.

Invisible decrease (inv dec)

The invisible decrease is a modification to the standard decrease in double crochet, where two stitches are decreased into one. With working yarn on hook, insert hook into front loop only of the first stitch. Without yarning over, insert hook into the front loop only of the second stitch too, so that both stitches to be decreased have been picked up. Yoh and pull up a loop through both front loop only stitches, yoh and pull through all stitches to complete.

Invisible decrease over three stitches

Insert hook into front loop only of the first stitch. Without yarning over, insert hook into the front loop only of the second stitch, and then the third, so that three stitches to be decreased have been picked up. Yoh and pull up a loop through all three front loop only stitches, yoh and pull through all stitches to complete.

Invisible join

A variation on working a traditional slip stitch at the end of a round, this invisible join creates a ‘fake’ stitch which better hides the end of the round and creates a smoother circle. To make an invisible join at the end of working in the round in a spiral, after working the final stitch, cut the yarn and pull the tail end though the stitch without slip stitching. Insert the hook from back to front through the top of the next stitch along, yoh, and pull the tail end through. Reinsert the hook into the last stitch through the back loop only, from back to front, so that the hook sits at the centre of the stitch. Yoh and pull tail end through centre of stitch.

Loop stitch (lp)

To form a loop stitch, wrap your yarn from front to back over the index finger of your yarn hand. Insert hook into stitch and bring the yarn under the hook, keeping your finger in place. Next, hook the strand of yarn from behind your index finger and pull up a loop, keeping your finger in place. You should now have two loops on your hook and a loop of yarn wrapped around your index finger. Yoh as normal and pull through both loops on the hook. The loop stitch is now formed; remove your finger from the loop.

Changing colour in loop stitch requires the extended loop stitch.

Extended loop stitch (xlp)

To change colour when using loop stitch, use an extended loop stitch in order to anchor the loop and prevent it unravelling. Follow the instructions for the normal loop stitch until you have two loops of yarn A on your hook and the loop wrapped round your finger.

Gently pull the yarn until you have your desired loop length. Yoh with yarn A and pull through one loop on hook. Yoh with yarn B and pull through both loops. Your loop stitch is now formed and you can remove your finger.

Mattress stitch

The mattress stitch creates a flat, near-invisible seam and can be worked from the outside/right sides of the work. Position your work so that the two sides you want to join are right side up, side by side with each other. Thread an arm’s length of yarn on a yarn needle and insert it from back to front in the bottom left-hand stitch where you want to start joining (point A). Repeat on the right side, finding the first stitch and inserting the needle from back to front (point B). Move up the seam in this way, matching up the stiches on both sides and sewing from back to front on the left, and then back to front on the right-hand side. The seam will create a criss-cross ladder as you sew.

Picot

A picot is a largely decorative stitch, usually worked at the top of a series of stitches to create a point on the top of the work. It’s made using a series of chain stitches, which are then slip stitched into at different points, depending on the size of the picot.

Chain 3 picot: chain 3, starting in the third chain from the hook, 1 slip stitch.

Chain 5 picot: chain 5, starting in the fifth chain from the hook, 1 slip stitch.

Post stitches

The stitch formation of post stitches is the same as normal for all stitches; the main difference is where the stitches are formed. Instead of working into the top < or > of the stitch, you are working around the post: the vertical body of the stitch underneath. Working post stitches pushes the stitches to either the front or the back of the work, and can be used to create ribbing, cables or textured patterns.


	Front Post half treble crochet (FPhtr)
Yoh, insert hook from the front of your work to the back, around the back of the indicated post stitch and back through to the front. Yoh and pull round the back of the post of the indicated stitch. Yoh and pull through three loops.


	Front Post treble (FPtr)
Yoh, insert hook from the front of your work to the back, around the back of the indicated stitch and back through to the front. Yoh and pull round the back of the post of the indicated stitch. Yoh and pull through two loops, twice.


	Front Post treble decrease (FPtr dec)
This stitch is used to decrease the front post treble stitch. Yoh, insert hook from the front of your work to the back, around the back of the indicated stitch and back through to the front. Yoh and pull round the back of the post of the indicated stitch. Yoh and pull through two loops. Yoh, insert hook from the front of your work to the back, around the back of the next stitch along and back through to the front. Yoh and pull round the back of the post of the indicated stitch. Yoh and pull through two loops. Yoh and pull through all remaining loops on hook.


	Back Post double crochet (BPdc)
Insert hook from the back of your work to the front, around the front of the indicated post stitch and back through to the back. Yoh and pull round the front of the post of the indicated stitch. Yoh and pull through two loops.


	Back Post treble (BPtr)
Yoh, insert hook from the back of your work to the front, around the front of the indicated post stitch and back through to the back. Yoh and pull round the front of the post of the indicated stitch. Yoh and pull through two loops, twice.




Split double crochet (sdc)

The split double crochet is a variation on double crochet that creates a small V on the front of the work. The key to this stitch is exaggerating the loop you pull up. With yarn A on hook, insert into stitch and yoh with yarn B. Pull up a loop with yarn B, exaggerating the loop to make it a little taller than normal. Drop yarn B behind the work and yoh with yarn A. Pull through all loops with yarn A to complete the split double crochet stitch.

Waistcoat stitch (wc)

Also known as knit stitch. Waistcoat stitch is a variation on double crochet, which creates a more aligned, stacked stitch than the traditional double crochet stitch, due to where the stitch is worked. When working waistcoat stitch, instead of working into the top loops of the stitch, you are working instead into the front of the stitch, above the V formed by the stitch in the row below. Insert hook into the stitch, placing it in the lower V of the stitch from the previous round/row. Yoh and pull up a loop. Yoh and pull through both loops on hook.

Whip stitch

This is a simple hand-sewing stitch, typically used to sew together two separate pieces of material with flat edges. It creates a visible seam. Thread your yarn needle and make sure the two edges you want to sew are aligned. Push your needle up through both layers (or both stitches) of the crochet edge from bottom to top. Next, bring the needle and yarn around the outside edges and underneath to the bottom again. Sew up from bottom to top through the next crochet stitch along. Repeat this process until indicated in pattern.






Working in the Round

When working in the round, the pattern will start with a magic loop or a chained foundation ring. For the first round of the pattern, stitches will be made into the centre of the loop or ring.

Spiral method

When working the spiral method, at the end of the round, no join will be at the end of the round to connect the last stitch of the round to the first stitch of the round, and the work is not turned. Instead, the first stitch of round two will be made into the top of the first stitch of round one. In this way, as the rounds increase and the pattern grows, the rounds create a spiral. Using a stitch marker to mark the start/end of the round is particularly useful when working this method, as it is easy to lose your place and it is not immediately obvious where the rounds start and end.

Join method

When working the join method, a join will be made at the end of the round to connect the last stitch of the round to the first stitch of the round – this is usually a slip stitch. The work is not turned. In this way, as you move from one round to another, each round will require a ch1 (or equivalent chain to the height of the stitch you are using) to ‘step up’ at the start of the round to create the correct height. Using this method creates a more obvious join than with the spiral method but it can be more helpful when using colour work, and to create a very flat top edge to the piece.




Crochet Colourwork

Changing colour

To create a clean colour change when switching between yarns, you will need to complete the last part of the previous stitch in your new colour. If you are following a chart or instructions, it won’t explicitly show this, but you will need to work the stitch before the colour change until you have two loops left on the hook (depending whether the stitch is double crochet or treble crochet) or three loops on the hook (half treble crochet). Yarn over with the new colour and pull through all the loops on your hook. The completed stitch won’t show any of the new colour but the working yarn will be ready in the new colour to create the next stitch.



Intarsia

Intarsia is a form of crochet (and knitting) colourwork that allows you to place large patches of colour into your work. Typically, because the colours are worked in blocks in this style, the non-working yarn(s) are not carried. Instead, you’ll be instructed to create a small, separate ball of yarn (card bobbins or pegs are handy for winding these) for each block of colour. When working in rows, this block of colour is then picked up when working back down the row. This style of colourwork usually has a clear right side (RS), and a wrong side (WS) where the colour changes will be more obvious and where the tail ends of the non-working yarns will be left until needed again.

Tapestry crochet

Tapestry crochet is a colourwork technique that involves working two or more colours of yarn within a single row. Typically, the working colour is worked over (and covers) the non-working colour(s), so that that is hidden inside the stitches. This technique is useful when you need to swap back and forth between your colours every few stitches.


	Managing yarn
To avoid getting in a tangle when working in tapestry crochet, set one ball of yarn slightly in front of you and one slightly behind you. When changing colours, always pull the yarn behind you to the front of the work and the yarn in front of you to the back of the work, to stop them twisting as you switch between the two.


	Turning neatly
Although tapestry crochet doesn’t have a RS and WS as clearly as intarsia, it is still helpful to be mindful of keeping one side as the RS when it comes to the end of each row. Choose which side is the WS and at the end of each row, pull the non-working carried yarn(s) to this side. This will create a crisper edge on the RS of the work and you will be able to see all the carried yarns on the edge of the WS of the work.




Fair Isle crochet

I use the term Fair Isle crochet here to refer to tapestry crochet where the non-working yarns aren’t carried but left behind the work as floats, similar to the Fair Isle knitting style. This technique is useful when the colour changes are frequent but the non-working yarns can’t be easily carried, due to their weight or the type of crochet stitch used. When you change colour, try not to pull too tightly or the floats will distort the work. Where a colour change doesn’t happen as frequently, work approx. every fourth stitch over the top of the other colours to catch the floats and prevent them from getting too long.










Deck the Halls
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Scallop Advent Calendar

The joy of this project is two-fold. First, you get to make it – then you can fill it with anything you like! Sweets and chocolate for those with a sweet tooth? Mini balls of yarn and accessories for a crochet fan? Or how about activity ideas for the month of December?

You will need


	5-mm hook

	6-mm hook

	Wool and the Gang Feeling Good Yarn, 50g/130m, 70% baby alpaca/7% merino/23% nylon, Aran weight

	– Yarn A: Ivory White × 3

	– Yarn B: Lilac Power × 1

	– Yarn C: Eucalyptus Green × 1

	– Yarn D: Hot Punk Pink × 1

	– Yarn E: Bronzed Olive × 1




	500mm × 8mm length of wooden dowel × 2

	String or yarn to hang the calendar



Finished size

45cm W × 25cm H (50cm W × 55cm H including hanging string and dowels)

Gauge

10cm × 10cm = 14 stitches × 11 rows worked in half treble crochet using 5-mm hook


Pattern notes


	The calendar is worked flat in pieces comprising one backing piece, four strips and 24 scallop shapes. The scallops are slip stitch joined together then sewn onto the strips, which are in turn sewn onto the backing piece and sectioned off to create the individual pockets.

	Starting chain does not count as a stitch throughout unless otherwise indicated.







Pattern Begins

[image: No image description]

SCALLOPS

Make 6 of each in Yarns B, C, D and E








	FC

	using 5-mm hook, ch7 leaving a 20-cm long tail.




	Row 1 (RS)

	starting in second ch from hook, 5dc, (3dc in final ch). Rotate piece 180 degrees and work 5dc back down the other side of the ch, turn. (13sts)




	Row 2 (WS)

	ch1, 5dc, *1dc inc; rep from * 2 more times, 5dc, turn. (16sts)




	Row 3

	ch1, 5dc, *1dc, 1dc inc; rep from * 2 more times, 5dc, turn. (19sts)




	Row 4

	ch1, 5dc, *2dc, 1dc inc; rep from * 2 more times, 5dc, turn. (22sts)




	Row 5

	ch1, 5dc, *3dc, 1dc inc; rep from * 2 more times, 5dc, turn. (25sts)






Fasten off with ss and leave a 20-cm long tail. Do not weave in ends.

JOIN THE SCALLOPS

Using the long cast-off tails, join the scallops together

Step 1: Place two scallops of the same colour together, insert hook into FLO of last dc of Row 5 on one scallop, and BLO of the first dc of Row 5 on the second scallop. Use the long cast-off tail to make 5ss in FLO and BLO of 5 dc. Fasten off yarn but do not weave in ends.

Step 2: Rep until all colour groups are joined together in this way, making 4 separate scallop strips. Ensure all ss joins are on the same side (WS) of the work.

Step 3: Reattach yarn to last dc on the RS of the scallop on the far right, and evenly work 9dc across the base of each scallop. (54 sts)

Fasten off, do not weave in ends.

BACKING

Make 1 in Yarn A








	FC

	using 6-mm hook, ch62.




	Row 1

	using 5-mm hook, starting in third ch from hook, 1htr in each ch along, turn. (60sts)




	Rows 2–44

	ch2 (does not count as a st throughout), 1htr in each st along, turn.






Fasten off with ss and weave in ends.

POCKETS

Make 4 in Yarn A








	FC

	using 6-mm hook, ch56.




	Row 1

	using 5-mm hook, starting in third ch from hook, 1htr in each ch along, turn. (54sts)




	Rows 2–7

	ch2 (does not count as a st throughout), 1htr in each st along, turn.






At the end of each pocket, do not fasten off.

MAKING UP

Attach each scallop strip in Yarn B, C, D and E to one pocket strip in Yarn A

Step 1: Lay 1 scallop strip on top of 1 pocket strip, which still has Yarn A attached. Ch1, make 54dc into each dc on the base of scallops, and each htr of Row 7 of the pocket – working through all 4 loops to join.

Step 2: Using the long cast-on tails on each scallop, thread a yarn needle and sew each scallop to the pocket, with a running stitch in and out of every other stitch on scallop Row 5, following the curve of the scallops.

ATTACH POCKETS TO THE BACKING

Step 3: Sew the base of the bottom pocket, in Yarn E and Yarn A, on the base of the seventh row from the bottom of the backing, leaving a gap of 6 rows to the bottom. Sew the short outside edges of each pocket with a gap of 3sts from the edge of the pocket to the edge of the backing on each side – each pocket should cover 7 rows of the backing piece. Leave the top of each pocket unsewn.

Step 4: Attach the second pocket, in Yarn D and Yarn A, 2 rows above the previous pocket, leaving a gap of 3sts from each edge of the backing.

Step 5: Attach the third pocket, in Yarn C and Yarn A, 2 rows above the previous pocket, leaving a gap of 3sts from each edge of the backing.

Step 6: Attach the final, top pocket, 2 rows above the previous pocket leaving a gap of 3sts from each edge of the backing, and 7 rows from the top of the backing.

When all 4 pockets are attached along the 2 short sides and bottom, sew 5 vertical rows of stitching to divide up each scallop into a separate pocket.

Step 7: Thread the yarn needle with the long tail cast-offs in Yarn B, C, D and E that you have not yet woven in. Use these to sew in between the ss join of each scallop, through all 3 layers of scallop, pocket and backing. Use Yarn A to continue this line of stitching directly above the scallop ss join, sewing through the pocket and the backing.

When all pockets are attached and dividing walls are sewn, attach the dowel.

Step 8: Flip the calendar onto the WS and place the dowels at the top and the bottom, create a channel for the dowels by rolling up the bottom 2 rows of the piece, and using a whip stitch to sew the bottom of the backing to the top of the fourth row from the bottom.

Rep at the top – each channel should be 4 rows deep in total.

Step 9: Attach a string to the outside edges of the top dowel to hang and fill the pockets with your choice of fillings.

[image: Scallop Advent Calendar]
Scallop Advent Calendar









Triangle Berries Hoop

Sometimes simplicity wins out. The non-traditional shape of this hoop paired with natural ferns and berries creates a pretty and minimal hoop to hang in your home, or gift to a loved one.

You will need


	2.5-mm hook

	Rico Design Ricorumi DK, 25g/57.5m, 100% cotton

	– Yarn A: Aqua (074) × 1

	– Yarn B: Fir Green (050) × 1




	Vicki Brown Designs hand-dyed DK, 10g/22m, 75% superwash merino/25% nylon

	– Yarn C: Quince × 1




	Rico Design Made by Me triangle hoop, 20cm, in Anthracite

	35-cm florist’s wires × 4

	Stitch marker



Finished size

Hoop: 25cm W × 25cm H

Individual fern: 4cm W × 9cm L

Gauge

Not essential


Pattern notes


	The berries are worked in the round, spiral method, do not join at the end of each round.

	Use a stitch marker to help keep your place at the start of each round, moving it as you work.







Pattern Begins
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FERN

Make 4 using Yarn A; make 3 using Yarn B








	FC

	ch10.




	Frond 1

	ch7, starting in second ch from hook, 6ss, ch1 for stem.




	Fronds 2–3

	rep Frond 1.




	Frond 4

	ch6, starting in second ch from hook, 5ss, ch1 for stem.




	Frond 5

	rep Frond 4.




	Frond 6

	ch5, starting in second ch from hook, 4ss, ch1 for stem.




	Frond 7

	rep Frond 6.




	Frond 8

	ch4, starting in second ch from hook, 3ss, ch1 for stem and PM.




	Frond 9

	ch3, starting in second ch from hook, 2ss, ch1 for stem.




	Frond 10

	rep Frond 9.






Rotate your fern 180 degrees and work the following fronds on the opposite side of the stem to the first set.








	Frond 11

	ch3, starting in second ch from hook, 2ss, 1ss into central stem at marker.




	Frond 12

	ch4, starting in second ch from hook, 3ss, 1ss into stem at next ch1 space.




	Frond 13

	ch5, starting in second ch from hook, 4ss, 1ss into stem at next ch1 space.




	Frond 14

	rep Frond 13.




	Frond 15

	ch6, starting in second ch from hook, 5ss, 1ss into stem at next ch1 space.




	Frond 16

	rep Frond 15.




	Frond 17

	ch7, starting in second ch from hook, 6ss, 1ss into stem at next ch1 space.




	Fronds 18–19

	rep Frond 17.




	Stem

	9ss down stem. Fasten off leaving a long tail end, do not weave in.






BERRIES

Make 5 using Yarn C








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	6dc into ML, pull to close. (6sts)




	Rnd 2

	6dc inc. (12sts)




	Rnds 3–5

	1dc in each st around. (12sts)




	Rnd 6

	6dc dec. (6sts)

Fasten off with a ss and cut leaving a long tail end. Weave the tail end in and out of the 6sts from Rnd 6, then pull to close. Sew on the spot and do not weave in end.






MAKING UP

Step 1: Take one piece of florist’s wire and cut it in half using strong scissors. Weave the wire in and out along the back stem (the centre of the fern along the entire length) of the fern on the wrong side, then curve over by 1cm at the top to secure. Use the wire to help give each fern a little structure.

Step 2: Attach the ferns to the triangle hoop by wrapping the wire-threaded stem around the hoop. Space the ferns out along the bottom and moving up the right-hand side of the triangle for an asymmetrical layout.

Step 3: Use the tail ends and a yarn needle to further secure the ferns to the hoop by sewing the bottom of the stems around to the back, and onto the wrong side of the fern.

Step 4: Attach the berries to the hoop in groups of 2–3 at the base of the ferns. Secure them by sewing the long tail end though a fern leaf, and sewing onto the reverse of the work, catching the hoop a couple of times as you do so. Weave in all ends.
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Super Chunky Wreath

This project is probably the quickest Christmas crochet you could make. Run out of time? Christmas Eve and still want to whip something up? Then this is the project for you. If you don’t have a 30-mm hook, you could also use your fingers to hook these wreaths, and it would make a wonderful introductory project for children too.

You will need


	30-mm hook

	Woolly Mahoosive Mammoth, 1kg/50m, 100% acrylic, super chunky (arm knitting) weight Approx. 6m makes one wreath

	– Yarn A: Mustard × 1

	– Yarn B: Cream × 1




	20-cm D polystyrene hoop/wreath base

	Ribbon to hang (optional)



Finished size

22cm D

Gauge

Not essential

Special stitches

Invisible join


Pattern notes


	The wreath is a simple round of double crochet stitches worked around the hoop. As such, you could very easily substitute the hoop size and yarn weight depending on what you have available – just make sure you work around the outside until the stitches completely cover the hoop/wreath base.







Pattern Begins
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Make 1 each in Yarns A and B








	FC

	create a slip knot on the hook.




	Rnd 1

	work 18dc around the hoop (or until the sts completely cover it) as follows: hold the working yarn behind the hoop, and the hook in front of the hoop, *insert hook into centre of the hoop, allowing the working yarn to wrap over the top of the hoop, yoh and pul, bringing the hook and yarn up to the top of the hoop on the outside, yoh and pull through both loops; rep from * 17 more times. (18sts)






Fasten off with an invisible join and weave in ends.

MAKING UP

Use a ribbon to hang your hoop and adorn with a Christmas decoration to add extra interest.


TIP

If you don’t have a 20-cm polystyrene hoop to hand, look out for other bases and wreaths to cover. Wire florist’s wreaths could also work well, or the centre of a large embroidery hoop.

Some companies also sell triangle or star-shaped hoops, which would also work with this technique! Have a play with different weight yarns and different size bases to create a varied and impactful display.
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String of Vintage Lights

If you are looking for the joy of Christmas lights of old without the fire risk/time consuming bulb checking/annual untangling (delete as appropriate) you will love this project. Any Aran-weight yarn will suit if you are looking to substitute, but the gentle variegation and soft colour palette of the stonewashed yarn really does lend an extra sparkle.

You will need


	4-mm hook

	Scheepjes Stonewashed XL, 50g/75m, 70% cotton/30% acrylic, Aran weight

	– Yarn A: Moon Stone (841) × 1

	– Yarn B: Morganite (874) × 1

	– Yarn C: Coral (856) × 1

	– Yarn D: Lilac Quartz (858) × 1

	– Yarn E: Smokey Quartz (842) × 1




	Toy stuffing or scrap yarn for stuffing

	Stitch marker



Finished size

Individual bulb: 4cm W × 10cm H

String of lights: approx. 120cm L

Gauge

Not essential

Special stitches

Invisible decrease


Pattern notes


	The light bulbs are worked in the round, spiral method. Do not join or turn at the end of the round.

	Use a stitch marker to mark the first stitch of each round to help you keep your place.

	When making up, attach the light bulbs in a repeating pattern, alternating between the four colours.







Pattern Begins
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LIGHT BULB

Make 3 of each in Yarn A, B, C and D








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	3dc into ML, pull closed. (3sts)




	Rnd 2

	3dc inc. (6sts)




	Rnd 3

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 4

	*1dc, 1dc inc; rep from * to end. (9sts)




	Rnd 5

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 6

	*2dc, 1dc inc; rep from * to end. (12sts)




	Rnd 7

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 8

	*3dc, 1dc inc; rep from * to end. (15sts)




	Rnd 9

	*4dc, 1dc inc; rep from * to end. (18sts)




	Rnd 10

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 11

	*4dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end. (15sts)




	Rnd 12

	*3dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end. (12sts)






Pull up a tall loop or PM in your working st to keep your st secure. Sew a large 8-pointed star onto the outside of the bauble for decoration, making the vertical spoke 4cm tall, the horizontal spoke 3cm wide and the two diagonal spokes 1.5cm tall. Then firmly stuff the light bulb with toy stuffing or scrap yarn. Use the lighter yarns to sew stars on the darker light bulbs, and the darker yarns on the lighter light bulbs.








	Rnd 13

	6inv dec, change to Yarn E on the last yoh of the last st of the rnd. (6sts)

Fasten off Yarn A (B, C, D).




	Rnd 14

	using Yarn E, 1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 15

	rep Rnd 14.






Fasten off with a ss leaving a long tail end. Weave tail end in and out of the BLO sts of Rnd 15, pull to close.

MAKING UP

Using Yarn E, ch20 *bring in a light bulb and ss into a FLO st of Rnd 15, ch4, miss 2 FLO sts from Rnd 15 and ss into the next FLO st (loop created), ch14; rep from * until all light bulbs are attached, ch20 and ss to finish.

[image: String of Vintage Lights]
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Paper Chain

What’s better than a paper chain? A rainbow crochet paper chain that you can bring out year after year, of course! This take on the classic is made with raffia (paper) yarn, which works up to be surprisingly sturdy. You can pick up specific raffia yarns or look out for generic 8-mm raffia ribbon like you would use to wrap presents for a more affordable option.

You will need


	7-mm hook

	Paper raffia ribbon, 8mm × 30m

	– Off White × 2

	– Red × 1

	– Dark Pink × 1

	– Orange × 1

	– Peach × 1

	– Dark Yellow × 1

	– Light Yellow × 1

	– Dark Blue × 1

	– Light Blue × 1

	– Lilac × 1

	– Light Pink × 1




	Large-eyed yarn needle



Finished size

One Link: 3cm H × 7cm W

Chain of 30: approx. 200cm L

Gauge

Not essential


Pattern notes


	Starting chain does not count as a stitch.

	Links are worked in the round with a join at the end of each round, do not turn.

	The first link in the chain is made on its own, all other links are then attached as you go, joining the foundation chain around the previous link in the paper chain.







Pattern Begins
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Make your links up in the following colour order: Red, Dark Pink, Off White, Orange, Peach, Off White, Dark Yellow, Light Yellow, Off White, Dark Blue, Light Blue, Off White, Lilac, Light Pink, Off White.

LINK 1








	FC

	ch20, ss into top of first ch without twisting to form a ring. (20sts)




	Rnds 1–2

	ch1, 20dc, ss into top of first dc to join.

Fasten off with a ss and weave in ends.






LINKS 2–30








	FC

	ch20, insert FC through the centre of the previous link in the paper chain, then ss into top of first ch without twisting to form a ring. (20sts)




	Rnds 1–2

	ch1, 20dc, ss into top of first dc to join.

Fasten off with a ss and weave in ends.







TIP

Raffia yarn is the best for holding its shape in this pattern, but you could also use a chunky acrylic or different fibre, if you have them to hand. If your links aren’t holding their shape or seem too floppy in a substitute yarn, go down a hook size or two to create a denser fabric that will keep its shape better.
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FA LA LA Bunting

Who says bunting has to be triangular? This letter bunting is a great way to add a pop of colour to any wall, or mantlepiece if you prefer them standing. An ombre or rainbow colour order would also be really impactful. NB: If you are feeling adventurous, you can go for the full ‘FA LA LA LA LA, LA LA LA LA’, but it may use a little more yarn…

You will need


	5-mm hook

	Stylecraft Special Chunky, 100g/144m, 100% acrylic

	– Yarn A: Green (1116) × 1

	– Yarn B: Sage (1725) × 1

	– Yarn C: Pomegranate (1083) × 1

	– Yarn D: Pale Rose (1080) × 1

	– Yarn E: Empire (1829) × 1

	– Yarn F: Storm Blue (1722) × 1




	Toy stuffing or scrap yarn for stuffing

	Stitch marker



Finished size

Per letter: approx. 18cm W × 23cm H

Gauge

10cm × 10cm = 13 stitches × 13 rounds worked in double crochet in the round

Special Stitches

Mattress Stitch


Pattern notes


	The letters are made in the round, spiral method. Do not join or turn at the end of each round.

	Use a stitch marker to help you mark the last stitch of each round, moving it each round.

	Each letter is made from the bottom up.







Pattern Begins
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LETTER F

Make 1 in Yarn A








	FC

	ch16, bring chain round to form a circle and, without twisting, ss into the first ch to join. (16sts)




	Rnd 1

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnds 2–8

	rep Rnd 1.




	Rnd 9

	16dc, ch16. (32sts)




	Rnd 10

	16dc around dc sts of Rnd 9, making sure not to twist ch just made, 16dc along the ch from Rnd 16. (32sts)




	Rnd 11

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnds 12–17

	rep Rnd 11.




	Rnd 18

	16dc, miss remaining 16sts from Rnd 17 and leave unworked. (16sts)




	Rnd 19

	1dc in each st around. (16sts)




	Rnds 20–23

	rep Rnd 19.




	Rnd 24

	16dc, ch32. (48sts)




	Rnd 25

	16dc around dc sts of Rnd 24, making sure not to twist ch just made, 32dc along the ch from Rnd 24. (48sts)




	Rnd 26

	1dc in each st around. (48sts)




	Rnds 27–31

	rep Rnd 26.

At the end of Rnd 31, fasten off with a ss and leave a long tail end for sewing up later.






MAKING UP

Sew up the base, bottom of Rnd 10, top of Rnd 17 and base of Rnd 24 using mattress stitch to bring together the two sides, matching up stitches evenly on both edges as you sew.

Stuff firmly using toy stuffing or yarn scraps, then sew up the top of Rnd 31 in the same manner.

LETTERS A

Make 1 in Yarn B, 1 in Yarn D, 1 in Yarn F

FIRST LEG








	FC

	ch16, bring chain round to form a circle and, without twisting, ss into the first ch to join. (16sts)




	Rnd 1

	16dc.




	Rnds 2–8

	rep Rnd 1.

Fasten off with a ss and cut yarn.






SECOND LEG








	FC–Rnd 8

	rep first leg, but do not fasten off at the end of Rnd 8.






JOIN THE LEGS








	Rnd 9

	8dc, leaving 8sts on Second Leg unworked, ch6, bring in First Leg and work 16dc around Rnd 8 of First Leg, ch6, work final 8dc around the unworked 8sts on Second Leg. (44sts)




	Rnd 10

	8dc, 6dc across ch, 16dc, 6dc across next ch, 8dc. (44sts)




	Rnd 11

	44dc.




	Rnds 12–14

	rep Rnd 11.






FIRST ARCH








	Rnd 15

	8dc, miss 28sts, 8dc in the remaining 8sts. (16sts)




	Rnd 16

	16dc.




	Rnds 17–23

	rep Rnd 16.

At the end of Rnd 23 fasten with a ss and cut yarn, PM in the first st of the round.






SECOND ARCH








	Rnd 15

	locate the 28sts missed from Rnd 15 on the First Arch and count 6sts, starting in the seventh of the missed sts, 16dc, leaving a second gap of 6sts. (6st gap, 16dc, 6st gap)




	Rnd 16

	16dc.




	Rnds 17–23

	rep Rnd 16.

Fasten with a ss and cut yarn. Re-join yarn to the first st of Rnd 23 of the First Arch.






JOIN THE ARCHES








	Rnd 24

	8dc on the First Arch, 16dc around Second Arch, 8dc around remaining sts on First Arch. (32sts)




	Rnd 25

	*1dc dec, 12dc, 1dc dec; rep from * until end. (28sts)




	Rnd 26

	28dc.




	Rnd 27

	*1dc dec, 10dc, 1dc dec; rep from * until end. (24sts)




	Rnd 28

	24dc.




	Rnd 29

	*1dc dec, 8dc, 1dc dec; rep from * until end. (20sts)




	Rnd 30

	20dc.




	Rnd 31

	*1dc dec, 6dc, 1dc dec; rep from * until end. (16sts)






MAKING UP

Sew up the base of the two legs and bottom of Rnd 9 using mattress stitch and firmly stuff the bottom of the A using toy stuffing or yarn scraps.

Sew up the gap at the top of Rnd 15 in the same manner and stuff the top half of the letter, sewing up the top of Rnd 31 using mattress stitch.

LETTERS L

Make 1 in Yarn C, 1 in Yarn E








	FC

	ch48, bring chain round to form a circle and, without twisting, ss into the first ch to join. (48sts)




	Rnd 1

	48dc.




	Rnds 2–7

	rep Rnd 1.




	Rnd 8

	16dc, miss remaining 32sts from Rnd 7 and leave unworked.




	Rnd 9

	16dc.




	Rnds 10–31

	rep Rnd 9.

At the end of Rnd 31, fasten off with a ss and leave a long tail end for sewing up later.






MAKING UP

Sew up the base and top of Rnd 7 using mattress stitch to bring together the two sides, matching up stitches evenly on both edges as you sew. Stuff firmly using toy stuffing or yarn scraps, then sew up the top of Rnd 31 in the same manner.

To create the letter bunting, use ribbon, string or yarn to connect the letters by threading through the stitches on the back of each letter in turn. Tie a knot after each letter has been threaded to prevent the letters sliding down and to keep them in place. Alternatively, stand the letters up on their own on a flat surface (try adding rice into the bottom of each letter when stuffing them to create a more weighted base).
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Scandi Tree Wall Hanging

This wall hanging is throwing some seriously Scandi-boho shapes but could easily be adjusted to bright colours for a more vibrant look to suit your décor. Leave your loop stitch as it is for a uniform look or, if you’re feeling brave, try cutting all the loops and brushing out the fibres to create a super fluffy tree.

You will need


	5-mm hook

	Stylecraft Life Aran, 100g/198m 75% acrylic/25% wool

	– Yarn A: Cream (2305) × 2




	Stylecraft Life Aran with Nepp, 100g/198m, 73% acrylic/24% wool/3% viscose

	– Yarn B: Duck Egg Nepp (2298) × 2




	6mm × 500mm wooden dowel

	Wire brush, such as a pet grooming brush (optional)



Finished size

45cm W × 75cm H without hanging dowel

Gauge

10cm × 10cm = 14 stitches × 18 rows worked in double crochet

Special stitches

Loop Stitch

Extended Loop Stitch

Reading the chart

Starting bottom right, the chart for this piece is read from right to left on every odd row and left to right on every even row. Begin following the chart after you have worked the foundation chain. Each square on the chart represents a stitch, see key for details, and stops at Row 114.

If you prefer, the written instructions for this pattern are also given below.
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Pattern notes


	Starting chain does not count as a stitch throughout.

	Loop stitches are formed on the ‘back’ of the work; however, the finished wall hanging will be hung with the loop stitches on the front of the work, and so loop stitch rows are referred to as right side rows.

	When changing colours in double crochet, introduce the second yarn at the end of the stitch before the colour change: when you have two loops on your hook in Yarn A, yarn over with Yarn B to complete the dc, then continue in Yarn B following the graph or instructions.

	Changing colour in loop stitch requires the extended loop crochet stitch, see ‘Special Stitches’.

	As you work colour changes, ensure that any yarn tails hang down on the front of the wrong side rows (the opposite side to the loop stitches) of the final piece.

	Create your loops approx. 2cm, or one finger, tall. You can use two fingers for a longer loop or a pencil or second crochet hook for a shorter loop – but bear in mind that longer loops will use more yarn.

	Before you start, prepare a second ball of Yarn A, to work with from Rows 11–104.





Pattern Begins
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	FC

	using Yarn A, ch60.




	Row 1 (RS)

	starting in the second chain from the hook, 59dc, turn. (59sts)




	Row 2 (WS)

	ch1, 59dc, turn.




	Rows 3–10

	rep Row 2.






Bring in Yarn B and a second ball of Yarn A. When working the colourwork, the crochet technique is intarsia, meaning that you do not need to carry the second colour inside the work but leave the tail ends hanging down on the WS of the work. Pick them up again when you return back down the row and require them. For this pattern, Rows 11–104 will have 3 balls of yarn in use – 2 of Yarn A and 1 of Yarn B.

For the remainder of the pattern, where A and B are given this indicates which yarn the stitch should be made in. E.g. 10dcA indicates 10 double crochet stitches in Yarn A.








	Row 11

	ch1, 5dcA, 49dcB, 5dcA, turn.




	Row 12

	ch1, 5dcA, 48lpB, 1xlpB, 5dcA, turn.




	Row 13

	ch1, 6dcA, 47dcB, 6dcA, turn.




	Row 14

	ch1, 6dcA, 46lpB, 1xlpB, 6dcA, turn.




	Row 15

	ch1, 7dcA, 45dcB, 7dcA, turn.




	Row 16

	ch1, 7dcA, 44lpB, 1xlpB, 7dcA, turn.




	Row 17

	ch1, 8dcA, 43dcB, 8dcA, turn.




	Row 18

	ch1, 8dcA, 42lpB, 1xlpB, 8dcA, turn.




	Row 19

	ch1, 9dcA, 41dcB, 9dcA, turn.




	Row 20

	ch1, 9dcA, 40lpB, 1xlpB, 9dcA, turn.




	Row 21

	ch1, 10dcA, 39dcB, 10dcA, turn.




	Row 22

	ch1, 10dcA, 38lpB, 1xlpB, 10dcA, turn.




	Row 23

	ch1, 11dcA, 37dcB, 11dcA, turn.




	Row 24

	ch1, 11dcA, 36lpB, 1xlpB, 11dcA, turn.




	Row 25

	ch1, 12dcA, 35dcB, 12dcA, turn.




	Row 26

	ch1, 12dcA, 34lpB, 1xlpB, 12dcA, turn.




	Row 27

	ch1, 13dcA, 33dcB, 13dcA, turn.




	Row 28

	ch1, 13dcA, 32lpB, 1xlpB, 13dcA, turn.




	Row 29

	ch1, 14dcA, 31dcB, 14dcA, turn.




	Row 30

	ch1, 14dcA, 30lpB, 1xlpB, 14dcA, turn.




	Row 31

	ch1, 15dcA, 29dcB, 15dcA, turn.




	Row 32

	ch1, 15dcA, 28lpB, 1xlpB, 15dcA, turn.




	Row 33

	ch1, 16dcA, 27dcB, 16dcA, turn.




	Row 34

	ch1, 16dcA, 26lpB, 1xlpB, 16dcA, turn.




	Row 35

	ch1, 17dcA, 25dcB, 17dcA, turn.




	Row 36

	ch1, 17dcA, 24lpB, 1xlpB, 17dcA, turn.




	Row 37

	ch1, 18dcA, 23dcB, 18dcA, turn.




	Row 38

	ch1, 18dcA, 22lpB, 1xlpB, 18dcA, turn.




	Row 39

	ch1, 19dcA, 21dcB, 19dcA, turn.




	Row 40

	ch1, 19dcA, 20lpB, 1xlpB, 19dcA, turn.




	Rows 41–62

	rep Rows 19-40.




	Row 63

	ch1, 20dcA, 19dcB, 20dcA, turn.




	Row 64

	ch1, 20dcA, 18lpB, 1xlpB, 20dcA, turn.




	Row 65

	ch1, 21dcA, 17dcB, 21dcA, turn.




	Row 66

	ch1, 21dcA, 16lpB, 1xlpB, 21dcA, turn.




	Row 67

	ch1, 22dcA, 15dcB, 22dcA, turn.




	Row 68

	ch1, 22dcA, 14lpB, 1xlpB, 22dcA, turn.




	Row 69

	ch1, 23dcA, 13dcB, 23dcA, turn.




	Row 70

	ch1, 23dcA, 12lpB, 1xlpB, 23dcA, turn.




	Rows 71–84

	rep Rows 27–40.




	Rows 85–92

	rep Rows 63–70.




	Row 93

	ch1, 24dcA, 11dcB, 24dcA, turn.




	Row 94

	ch1, 24dcA, 10lpB, 1xlpB, 24dcA, turn.




	Row 95

	ch1, 25dcA, 9dcB, 25dcA, turn.




	Row 96

	ch1, 25dcA, 8lpB, 1xlpB, 25dcA, turn.




	Row 97

	ch1, 26dcA, 7dcB, 26dcA, turn.




	Row 98

	ch1, 26dcA, 6lpB, 1xlpB, 26dcA, turn.




	Row 99

	ch1, 27dcA, 5dcB, 27dcA, turn.




	Row 100

	ch1, 27dcA, 4lpB, 1xlpB, 27dcA, turn.




	Row 101

	ch1, 28dcA, 3dcB, 28dcA, turn.




	Row 102

	ch1, 28dcA, 2lpB, 1xlpB, 28dcA, turn.




	Row 103

	ch1, 29dcA, 1dcB, 29dcA, turn.




	Row 104

	ch1, 29dcA, 1xlpB, 29dcA, turn.






Fasten off Yarn B, working the remainder of the pattern in Yarn A only. Fasten off and secure 1 ball of Yarn A, working in the other ball still attached.








	Row 105

	ch1, 59dcA, turn.




	Rows 106–115

	rep Row 105. Chart ends.




	Rows 115–120

	rep Row 105.






Fasten off and weave in ends.

MAKING UP

Step 1: If you’ve chosen to cut your loops, use a sharp pair of scissors and cut all the loops at their highest point. Then brush the strands using a metal bristle brush/pet grooming brush to fluff up the fibres.

Step 2: Place the dowel on the WS of the work over Rows 106–115 and curve the top of Row 115 over the dowel. Thread a yarn needle with an arm’s length of Yarn A and sew along Row 115, securing it to Row 106 to create a channel for the dowel.

Step 3: Attach a hanging string to the dowel.
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Boho Stocking

Santa asked me to tell you that he’s on his way with a sack full of yarn for you. So you’d better hook up a stocking so he has somewhere to put it on the big day. If you haven’t tried duplicate stitch before and enjoy a meditative stitch repeat, you won’t want to give this one a miss.

You will need


	6-mm hook

	Knitcraft by Hobbycraft Leader of the Pac, 100g/170m, 90% acrylic 10% alpaca, Aran weight

	– Yarn A: Cream × 1

	– Yarn B: Pink × 1

	– Yarn C: Blue × 1




	Stitch marker



Finished size

17cm W × 45cm L

Gauge

10cm × 10cm = 13 stitches × 14 rounds worked in waistcoat stitch

Special stitches

Waistcoat stitch

Duplicate stitch


Pattern notes


	The stocking is worked in the round, spiral method. Do not join or turn at the end of the round unless otherwise stated.

	Work your waistcoat stitches loosely to make it easier to get your hook in the centre of the stitch on the next round.

	Use a stitch marker at the end of each round to help keep your place.





Pattern Begins
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TOE AND LEG








	FC

	using Yarn A, create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	6dc into ML, pull closed. (6sts)




	Rnd 2

	6dc inc. (12sts)




	Rnd 3

	*1dc inc, 1dc; rep from * 5 more times. (18sts)




	Rnd 4

	*1dc inc, 2dc; rep from * 5 more times. (24sts)




	Rnd 5

	*1dc inc, 3dc; rep from * 5 more times. (30sts)




	Rnd 7

	*1dc inc, 4dc; rep from * 5 more times. (36sts)




	Rnd 8

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 9

	1wc in each st around.




	Rnds 10–30

	rep Rnd 9.




	Rnd 31

	ch15, miss 15sts from Rnd 30, 21wc. (36sts)




	Rnd 32

	15dc along ch, 21wc. (36sts)




	Rnd 33

	1wc in each st around.




	Rnds 34–52

	rep Rnd 33.




	Rnd 53

	1wc in each st around, then continue in wc until you reach edge of stocking, directly above the heel.






Cut and fasten off Yarn A.

CUFF

Work remainder of stocking rounds in Yarn B.








	Rnd 54

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 55

	1htr in each st around.




	Rnd 56–63

	rep Rnd 55.




	Rnd 64

	(ch10, ss into same htr as ch to form a loop), 1htr in each st around.




	Rnd 65

	miss loop from previous round, 1htr in each st around. (36sts)




	Rnds 66–75

	1htr in each st around.




	Rnd 76

	*1ss, miss 2 sts, 5dtr in next st, miss 2 sts; rep from * 5 more times. (6 shells)






Cut and fasten off yarn with a ss, weave in ends. Fold the cuff section of the stocking down at Rnd 64 so that it sits on the outside of the stocking and the loop is visible on the edge.

HEEL

Using Yarn A, attach yarn to first missed st from Rnd 30, work around missed stitches and the underside of the ch from Rnd 31 in a circle.








	Rnd 1

	ch1, 1dc in each st around. (30sts)




	Rnd 2

	*3dc, 1dc dec; rep from * 5 more times. (24sts)




	Rnd 3

	*2dc, 1dc dec; rep from * 5 more times. (18sts)




	Rnd 4

	*1dc, 1dc dec; rep from * 5 more times. (12sts)




	Rnd 5

	6dc dec. (6sts)






Cut and fasten off yarn with a ss, weave in and out of 6sts from heel Rnd 5 to pull hole closed. Weave in ends.

MAKING UP

Step 1: Using Yarn C, begin at the start of Rnd 9 and work duplicate stitch in blocks of 3sts wide and 4sts tall across the wc of the stocking, ignoring the heel, toe and cuff. Weave in all ends.

Step 2: If you want to add an extra touch of luxe, create a pom pom tassel and attach to your stocking.

[image: Boho Stocking]
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Lay the Table
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Bunny Tail Napkin Rings

Dried flowers are more popular than ever and these bunny tails grass (or Lagurus ovatus for any botanists) inspired napkin rings are a simple way to tap into the trend. Plus, they will last even longer than a dried flower!

You will need


	3-mm hook

	Sirdar Saltaire, 50g/130m, 55% acrylic/25% nylon/20% alpaca, Aran weight

	– Yarn A: Hare (303) × 1

	– Yarn B; Stag (304) × 1




	5.5-cm D wooden rings × 4

	Metal bristle brush, such as a pet-grooming brush



Finished size

10cm W × 8cm H including rings

Gauge

Not essential


Pattern notes


	The bunny tails are worked individually in the round, spiral method. They are fluffed up using the metal bristle brush and then sewn onto the double crochet stitches around the napkin ring at the end.

	If you substitute the yarn, avoid cotton or cellulose yarns which have little halo, as these will be harder to fluff up with the brush.

	When fluffing up the bunny tails, be sure to protect your surface by using card or paper under the bunny tails, as the brush may scratch some surfaces.







Pattern Begins
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BUNNY TAILS

Make three per napkin ring i.e. three in each of Yarn A and B.








	FC

	create a ML with a long tail end and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	6dc into ML, then pull closed leaving tail end loose. Pull the tail end through the centre so that it hangs down below the round, on the outside of the work. (6sts)




	Rnd 2

	*1dc, 1dc inc; rep from * 2 more times. (9sts)




	Rnds 3–6

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 7

	*1dc, 1dc dec; rep from * 2 more times. (6sts)




	Rnd 8

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 9

	3dc dec. (3sts)






Fasten off with a ss and leave a 10-cm tail. Weave the tail end in and out of the 3sts of Rnd 9 and pull to close. Sew on the spot to fasten off, then leave a 1-cm tail end. Do not weave in. Leave the long tail end from the ML to attach to the ring later.

NAPKIN RINGS








	FC

	create a slip knot on the hook.




	Rnd 1

	work 6dc around the wooden ring as follows: hold the working yarn behind the ring and the hook in front of the ring. *Insert hook into centre of wooden ring, allowing the working yarn to wrap over the top of the ring, yoh and pul, bringing the hook and yarn up to the top of the ring on the outside, yoh and pull through both loops; rep from * 5 more times (6sts).






Fasten off with a ss and weave in all ends. Allow the 6dc sts to sit closely together on the ring.

MAKING UP

Using the metal bristle brush, vigorously brush each bunny tail to break down the fibres and create an extra halo of fluffy yarn around each piece. Sew three bunny tails onto each napkin ring, attaching the ML base of each tail to the 6dc stitches made around the napkin ring. Fasten off and weave in all ends.

[image: Bunny Tail Napkin Rings]
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Reusable Crackers – two ways

Looking to up your cracker game with something a little more luxe? These crackers can be used year after year, and the yarn used comes in a variety of deep jewel tones. Contrast the stripey and wavy designs for a visual feast on your table this year.

You will need


	7-mm hook

	Wool and the Gang Tina Tape Yarn, 100g/150m, 100% lyocell (Tencel©), Aran weight. To make six crackers:

	– Yarn A: Cinnamon Dust (19) × 2

	– Yarn B: Timberwolf (94) × 2




	Cardboard cracker forms, 35.5cm W × 16.5cm H

	1–2cm wide ribbon of your choice to tie the crackers shut, 1m per cracker



Finished size

Per cracker: 36cm W × 18cm H

Gauge

10cm × 10cm = 14 stitches × 8 rows worked in treble crochet rows


Pattern notes


	The stripey cracker is worked on the side, short edge to short edge.

	The wavy cracker is worked in rows, long edge to long edge.

	Starting chains do not count as stitches.

	To avoid fastening off and reattaching yarn with each colour change, carry yarns up on the WS of the work at the end of the rows so they can be hidden on the inside of the cracker when in use.







Pattern Begins
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STRIPEY CRACKER








	FC

	using Yarn A, ch27.




	Row 1 (RS)

	starting in the fourth ch from the hook, 24tr, turn. (24sts)




	Row 2 (WS)

	ch3, 24tr, on the last yoh of the last st of the row, change to Yarn B, turn.




	Row 3

	ch3, 24tr, turn.




	Row 4

	ch3, 24tr, on the last yoh of the last st of the row, change to Yarn A, turn.




	Rows 5–30

	until work measures 37.5cm W, or is wide enough to cover the cracker form, rep Rows 1–4.

Fasten off with a ss and weave in ends.






WAVY CRACKER








	FC

	using Yarn A, ch51.




	Row 1

	starting in the fourth ch from the hook, 1tr inc, 3tr, *2tr dec, 3tr, 2tr inc, 3tr; rep from * until 8ch remain, 2tr dec, 3tr, 1tr inc, turn. (48sts)




	Row 2

	ch3, 1tr inc, 3tr, 2tr dec, 3tr, *2tr inc, 3tr, 2tr dec, 3tr; rep from * until 1st remains, 1tr inc changing colour on the last yoh of the last st of the row, turn.




	Row 3

	ch3, 1tr inc, 3tr, *2tr dec, 3tr, 2tr inc, 3tr; rep from * until 8sts remain, 2tr dec, 3tr, 1tr inc, turn.




	Row 4

	ch3, 1tr inc, 3tr, 2tr dec, 3tr, *2tr inc, 3tr, 2tr dec, 3tr; rep from * until 1st remains, 1tr inc changing colour on the last st of the row, turn.




	Row 5–16

	until work measures 18cm H, or wide enough to cover the cracker form, rep Rows 3–4.

Fasten off with a ss and weave in ends.






MAKING UP

Step 1: Fold each cracker in half widthways, RS facing, and sew with a whip stitch along the long edge to seam them together and create a long tube.

Step 2: Make up your cracker forms and fill as desired, then slide the reusable crochet cracker tube around the cracker forms. Use 50cm of ribbon to tie the crackers at each end, cinching in the crochet tube to the cracker form.

[image: Reusable Crackers – two ways]
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Holly Leaf Mats and Berry Coasters

Move over ivy, the holly wears the true crown of seasonal foliage here. These mats and coasters are a little bit large and a little bit of fun. Why not make a set for each place setting this season, or lay the holly leaves along the middle of your table and use as trivets. The chunky cotton rope used in these designs lends itself perfectly and can be washed too.

You will need


	7-mm hook

	Knitcraft Return of the Mac, 200g/81m, 100% cotton, chunky weight. To make 2 leaves and 6 coasters:

	– Yarn A: Sage × 2

	– Yarn B: Terracotta × 1






Finished size

Holly leaf mat: 30cm H × 42cm W

Berry coaster: 11cm W × 11cm H

Gauge

10cm × 10cm = 9.5 stitches × 10 rounds worked in double crochet in the round

Special stitches

Picot

Crab stitch


Pattern notes


	The mat and coasters are both worked in the round, join method. Do not turn at the end of each round.

	Starting chain does not count as a stitch unless otherwise indicated.

	To work crab stitch: working in the opposite direction to the way you normally crochet, double crochet as follows: Insert hook into the stitch to the right. Yarn under, pull up a loop. Yoh and pull through both loops. Crab stitch formed.







Pattern Begins
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HOLLY LEAF MAT

Using Yarn A








	FC

	ch12.




	Rnd 1

	starting in the second ch from the hook, 10dc along chain, 3dc in the last ch, rotate work and make 10dc back up the opposite side of the ch, 3dc into the first ch from the hook which was missed at the start of the rnd, ss into first dc to join. (26sts)




	Rnd 2

	ch1, *10dc, 3dc inc; rep from * until end, ss into first dc to join. (32sts)




	Rnd 3

	ch1, *10dc, [1dc, 1dc inc] × 3; rep from * until end, ss into first dc to join. (38sts)




	Rnd 4

	ch1, *10dc, [2dc, 1dc inc] × 3; rep from * until end, ss into first dc to join. (44sts)




	Rnd 5

	ch1, *10dc, [3dc, 1dc inc] × 3; rep from * until end, ss into first dc to join. (50sts)




	Rnd 6

	ch1, *10dc, [2dc, 1dc inc, 2dc] × 3; rep from * until end, ss into first dc to join. (56sts)




	Rnd 7

	ch1, *10dc, [5dc, 1dc inc] × 3; rep from * until end, ss into first dc to join. (62sts)




	Rnd 8

	ch1, *10dc, [3dc, 1dc inc, 3dc] × 3; rep from * until end, ss into first dc to join. (68sts)






MAKING UP: ADD THE SPIKES

Each spike is worked in rows, decreasing to a point, which is the topped with a 3-chain picot, before ss down the side back to the main rnd. The ch1 at the start of each round does not count as a stitch in the spikes.

SPIKE 1








	Row 1 (RS)

	miss first dc of rnd, 8dc, turn. (8sts)




	Row 2 (WS)

	ch1, 1dc dec, 4dc, 1dc dec, turn. (6sts)




	Row 3

	ch1, 1dc dec, 2dc, 1dc dec, turn. (4sts)




	Row 4

	ch1, 2dc dec, turn. (2sts)




	Row 5

	ch1, 1dc dec, pic3, 7ss down the left side of the spike, ready to start the next spike in the next unworked dc from Rnd 8. (1st, pic3, 7ss)






SPIKE 2








	Row 1 (RS)

	1dc dec, 4dc, 1dc dec, turn. (6sts)




	Row 2 (WS)

	ch1, 1dc dec, 2dc, 1dc dec, turn. (4sts)




	Row 3

	ch1, 2dc dec, turn. (2sts)




	Row 4

	ch1, 1dc dec, turn. (1st)




	Row 5

	pic3, 6ss down the left side of the rows of the spike, ready to start the next spike in the next unworked dc from Rnd 8. (pic3, 6ss)






SPIKE 3








	Row 1 (RS)

	10dc, turn. (10sts)




	Row 2 (WS)

	ch1, 1dc dec, 6dc, 1dc dec, turn. (8sts)




	Row 3

	ch1, 1dc dec, 4dc, 1dc dec, turn. (6sts)




	Row 4

	ch1, 1dc dec, 2dc, 1dc dec, turn. (4sts)




	Row 5

	ch1, 2dc dec, turn. (2sts)




	Row 6

	ch1, 1dc dec, turn. (1st)




	Row 7

	pic3, 8ss down the left side of the spike, ready to start the next spike in the next unworked dc from Rnd 8. (pic3, 8ss)




	Spike 4

	rep Spike 2.




	Spike 5

	rep Spike 1, but do not miss a st at the start.




	Spike 6

	rep Spike 2.




	Spike 7

	rep Spike 3.




	Spike 8

	rep Spike 2, working in the missed st at the start of Rnd 9 in the first row of the spike.






Fasten off and weave in ends.

BERRY COASTER

Using Yarn B








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	6dc into ML, pull to close, ss into first dc to join. (6sts)




	Rnd 2

	ch1, 6dc inc, ss into first dc to join. (12sts)




	Rnd 3

	ch1, *1dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end, ss into first dc to join. (18sts)




	Rnd 4

	ch1, *1dc, 1dc inc, 1dc; rep from * until end, ss into first dc to join. (24sts)




	Rnd 5

	ch1, 24cs.






Cut yarn and fasten off with a ss, weave tail end through the first cs to join up, then sew in ends.

[image: Holly Leaf Mats and Berry Coasters]
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Orange Slice Garland

These orange slices are one of my favourite patterns for versatility. Already inundated with garlands? No problem. You can use these little slices of joy as present toppers or as place settings at your table, or even hang them from the tree or vertically at a window. Warning: they are very addictive once you start making them.

You will need


	3.5-mm hook

	Rico Design Ricorumi Spray DK, 25g/57.5m, 100% cotton To make 9 orange slices:

	– Yarn A: Yellow (001) × 2




	Rico Design Ricorumi DK, 25g/57.5m, 100% cotton

	– Yarn B: Tangerine (026) × 1
Orange (027) × 1

Fox (025) × 1





	2m string

	2.5-cm wooden beads × 5

	Cinnamon sticks × 5



Finished size

One slice: 6.5cm H × 6.5cm W

Gauge

Not essential

Special stitches

Triple treble crochet


Pattern notes


	Orange slices are made in the round, spiral method. Do not join or turn at the end of each round.





Pattern Begins
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ORANGE SLICE

Make 3 each in each Yarn B colour








	FC

	using Yarn A, create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	5dc into ML, pull closed and ss into first dc to join. Fasten off Yarn A with a ss. (5sts)




	Rnd 2

	using Yarn B, working in the BLO, attach Yarn B to a st from Rnd 1, *1dc inc BLO, 3dc BLO in next st, 1dc inc BLO, 3dc BLO in next st, 1dc inc BLO. (12sts)




	Rnd 3

	working in both loops, *1dc, 1dc inc; rep from * to end. (18sts)




	Rnd 4

	*2dc, 1dc inc; rep from * to end. (24sts)




	Rnd 5

	*3dc, 1dc inc; rep from * to end. (30sts)




	Rnd 6

	*2dc, 1dc inc, 2dc; rep from * to end. (36sts)




	Rnd 7

	*5dc, 1dc inc, 5dc, 1dc inc, 6dc; rep from * until end. (40sts)




	Rnd 8

	working in the FLO, attach Yarn A and leave Yarn B attached behind the work, 3dc FLO, 1ttr into the unworked FLO of the dc from Rnd 1 directly below, miss 1dc from Rnd 7, 3dc FLO, 1ttr into the same unworked dc FLO as previous ttr, miss 1dc from Rnd 7, *3dc FLO, 1ttr into the next FLO of the dc from Rnd 1 directly below, miss 1dc from Rnd 7, 3dc FLO, 1ttr into the same unworked dc FLO as previous ttr, miss 1dc from Rnd 7; rep from * until end of rnd, ss into first dc FLO st of Rnd 8 to join. (40sts – 10 × 3dc FLO and 10ttr) Fasten off Yarn A.




	Rnd 9

	using Yarn B and working in unworked BLO sts of rnd 7 (ignoring the sts missed when making the ttr), *3dc BLO, 1dc into top of ttr; rep from * to end. Fasten off Yarn B with a ss and weave in all ends. (40sts)






MAKING UP

Step 1: Using string attached to a yarn needle, tie a knot 5cm from the end and thread on a bead. Tie a knot directly after the bead to keep it in place, then thread on an orange by catching stitches on the back, directly across the middle of the slice, and position it 2.5cm away from the bead.

Step 2: Tie a second knot 2.5cm from the edge of the orange and thread on another bead.

Step 3: Repeat in this way until the oranges, beads and cinnamon sticks are all attached to your string, with 2.5cm spacing either side of each item.

Step 4: Hang the garland across a mantlepiece or vertically down a wall.

[image: Orange Slice Garland]
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Dress the Tree

[image: chapter opener]








Tasselled Baubles

A combination of super-soft chenille yarn, luxe tassels and a beautiful selection of colours make these baubles a triple treat. If you can’t get hold of the paper baubles to use inside, you could also repurpose tired old baubles that would enjoy a little facelift!

You will need


	4-mm hook

	Sirdar Happy Chenille, 15g/38m, 100% polyester, DK weight

	– Yarn A: Mermaid (016)

	– Yarn B: Frothy (101)

	– Yarn C: Mossy (023)

	– Yarn D: Bon Bon (017)

	– Yarn E: Fairy Dust (019)




	5 × 6.5-cm Decopatch paper baubles (or old baubles to cover)

	10-cm H piece of card

	Stitch marker



Finished size

6.5cm W × 15cm H including tassel

Gauge

5cm × 5cm = 7 stitches × 9 rounds worked in double crochet in the round

Special stitches

Invisible decrease

Split double crochet


Pattern notes


	All baubles are worked in the round, spiral method. Do not join or turn at the end of each round.

	Use a stitch marker to help keep your place by marking the start of each round.

	When creating the magic loop, allow yourself a long tail to make pulling the loop closed a little easier – the chenille yarn has a tendency to shed if pulled on the end.

	Wait until the tassel is hanging from the bauble before trimming into shape.







Pattern Begins
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TASSELS

Make 1 tassel in each colour before you start to crochet the baubles

Step 1: Using a 10-cm H piece of card, firmly wrap the yarn around it 10 times.

Step 2: Cut 15cm of yarn in the same colour. Thread this piece under the wrapped yarns at the top of the card and tightly tie a double knot. This is the top of the tassel. Carefully slide the wrapped yarn off the card and lay flat on a surface.

Step 3: Cut 20cm of yarn and tie it around 2cm from the top of the tassel. Wrap the remaining length of yarn around the knot several times, then secure by threading onto a needle and sewing into the centre of the wrap, then down into the tassel.

Step 4: Cut the loops at the base of the tassel. Use sharp scissors to prevent shedding.

SOLID BAUBLE

Make 1 in Yarn C and 1 in Yarn E








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	6dc into ML, pull loop closed. (6sts)




	Rnd 2

	6dc inc. (12sts)




	Rnd 3

	*1dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end. (18sts)




	Rnd 4

	*2dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end. (24sts)




	Rnd 5

	*3dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end. (30sts)




	Rnd 6

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnds 7–15

	rep Rnd 6.






Attach a tassel to the base of the bauble by hooking the ties through the centre of the ML. Secure the tassel inside by tying a knot and sewing in ends. Place a paper or old bauble inside the work, positioning the bauble’s loop at the top. Work the rest of the bauble by crocheting around the blank bauble.








	Rnd 16

	*3dc, 1inv dec; rep from * until end. (24sts)




	Rnd 17

	*2dc, 1inv dec; rep from * until end. (18sts)




	Rnd 18

	*1dc, 1inv dec; rep from * until end. (12sts)




	Rnd 19

	6inv dec. (6sts)






Fasten off with a ss and cut yarn leaving a 15-cm tail. Thread the tail onto a yarn needle and weave in and out of the 6sts from Rnd 19. Pull to close the hole, then weave in the tail end to secure. Ensure the hanging loop is at the centre of these stitches.

SPOTTY BAUBLE

Make 1 each using Yarn D, Yarn B and Yarn A as the main yarn, and with Yarn B, Yarn E and Yarn C as the spot yarn respectively. For Rnds 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 11, 13, 14, 16, 17, 19 where spot yarn is not in use, allow to hang down on the inside of the bauble; do not pull too tightly when bringing back in.








	FC

	working in Main Yarn, create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	6dc into ML, pull loop closed. (6sts)




	Rnd 2

	6dc inc. (12sts) Bring in Spot Yarn ready to work sdc sts only.




	Rnd 3

	*1sdc in Spot Yarn, 1dc inc in Main Yarn; rep from * until end. (18sts)




	Rnd 4

	*2dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end. (24sts)




	Rnd 5

	*3dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end. (30sts)




	Rnd 6

	*1sdc in Spot Yarn, 2dc in Main Yarn; rep from * until end.




	Rnds 7–8

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnds 9–14

	rep Rnds 6–8.




	Rnd 15

	rep Rnd 6.






At the end of the rnd, attach a tassel as in solid bauble instructions. Work the rest of the bauble by crocheting around the blank bauble.








	Rnd 16

	*3dc, 1inv dec; rep from * until end. (24sts)




	Rnd 17

	*2dc, 1inv dec; rep from * until end. (18sts)




	Rnd 18

	*1sdc in spot yarn, 1 inv dec in main yarn; rep from * until end. (12sts)






Cut spot yarn and weave in end on the inside of the bauble.








	Rnd 19

	6inv dec. (6sts)






Fasten off and close as for solid bauble.
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Chunky Tree Swag

The possibilities and combinations are endless with this swag, and by mixing up the colours and textures you could create a completely different look each time you make one. If you are looking to save time, you can buy ready-made pom poms and tassels. Or rope in the whole family to help you make this super-simple stash buster.

You will need


	20-mm hook

	DK weight or Aran weight yarns, 50g/112.5m × 6 Aim to mix fibres and textures. E.g. include one fluffy yarn, one variegated yarn, one marled yarn etc. for variety

	10-cm H card for tassel making

	2.5-cm pom pom maker or pre-bought pom poms, such as Rico Design Made by Me yarn pom poms

	Needle and thread for attaching pom poms (if using pre-made pom poms)



Finished size

Approx. 3m L

Gauge

Not essential


Pattern notes


	The chain made at the beginning forms the base of the project, which is then added to with pom poms and tassels. If you’d like your swag to be longer for a larger tree, adjust the foundation chain until you have reached the desired length.

	When working with all six yarns together, allow them to roll around on the floor or in a basket to unwind freely for ease of use.

	To make your pom poms even faster, wrap with several strands of yarn at once.

	For extra-neat pom poms, give them a trim just before you remove them from the pom pom maker.







Pattern Begins
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BASE CHAIN








	FC

	Holding all 6 yarns together, ch100, or until your chain measures approx. 3m long. Fasten off with a ss.






TASSELS

Make 3 in each yarn (18 in total)

Step 1: Using a 10-cm H piece of card, firmly wrap the yarn around it 20 times.

Step 2: Cut 15cm of yarn in the same colour. Thread this piece under the wrapped yarns at the top of the card and tightly tie a double knot. This is the top of the tassel. Leave these ties long, ready to tie onto the base chain later. Carefully slide the wrapped yarn off the card and lay flat on a surface.

Step 3: Cut 20cm of yarn and tie it around 2cm from the top of the tassel. Wrap the remaining length of yarn around the knot several times, then secure by threading onto a needle and sewing into the centre of the wrap, then down into the tassel.

Step 4: Cut the loops at the base of the tassel.

POM POMS

Make 3 in each yarn (18 in total) or purchase pre-made

Step 1: Open out the arms of your pom pom maker and tightly wrap around one side with yarn, until the semi-circle is filled with yarn and flat on top. Close this side, then rep for the other side of the pom pom maker.

Step 2: Close the pom pom maker by folding the arms back in.

Step 3: Using a pair of scissors, cut the pom pom, following the groove running along the middle of both arms of the pom pom maker.

Step 4: Cut a length of yarn around 15cm long and insert it into the groove on the pom pom maker. Pull the yarn all the way around and tie a double knot as tightly as you can manage – it should disappear inside the groove. Bring the ends back round to the other side and tie another tight knot. Give your pom pom a trim at this stage, while it is inside the pom pom maker, if it needs it.

Step 5: To remove the pom pom from the maker, pull gently on the two sides to open it.

Repeat the pom pom steps until you have around 18 pom poms. Leave the ties of the pom poms long, ready to tie onto the base chain later.

MAKING UP

Attach a pom pom or tassel to the base chain approx. every 8cm, using the ties you left earlier to knot around a chain, then weave in the ends. If using pre-bought pom poms, use a needle and thread to sew the pom pom securely to the chain. Sew the spot on the chain to secure, then sew up through the centre of the pom pom, coming back down slightly to the side of where you sewed up. Sew on the spot of the chain again to fasten off, hiding your stitches behind the pom pom.
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Spotty Star Tree Topper

The spotty star tree topper will top your tree with style! Aside from being a tongue twister you can get granny to try after Christmas dinner, this pattern is quite possibly the star of the show in more ways than one. If you’d like a more boho look, you could make each diamond in a different colour Aran weight yarn and use up some yarn from your stash while you’re at it. Don’t have any card to hand? You can’t go wrong with a cereal packet.

You will need


	4.5-mm hook

	King Cole Forest Aran, 100g/300m, 35% wool/20% acrylic/20% polyamide/25% viscose

	– Hartwood Forest (1914) × 1




	2 × A4 sheets of card



Finished size

One diamond: 7cm W × 12.5cm H

Finished star: 20cm W × 25cm H

Gauge

5cm × 5cm = 10 stitches × 10 rows worked in pattern

Special stitches

Bobble


Pattern notes


	Bobbles will form on the wrong side of the work; treat this as the front when making up the star.

	Bobbles referred to in this pattern are 5 treble bobbles.

	Starting chains do not count as stitches unless otherwise stated.







Pattern Begins

[image: No image description]

DIAMOND

Make 12, 6 for front and 6 for back








	FC

	ch2.




	Row 1 (RS)

	starting in second ch from hook, 1dc inc, turn. (2sts)




	Row 2 (WS)

	ch1, 1dc, 1dc inc, turn. (3sts)




	Row 3

	ch1, 2dc, 1dc inc, turn. (4sts)




	Row 4

	ch1, 2dc, 1bbl, 1dc inc, turn. (5sts)




	Row 5

	ch1, 1dc in each st until 1st remains, 1dc inc, turn. (6sts)




	Rows 6–7

	rep Row 5. (8sts at the end of Row 7)




	Row 8

	ch1, 2dc, 1bbl, 3dc, 1bbl, 1dc inc, turn. (9sts)




	Rows 9–11

	rep Row 5. (12sts at the end of Row 11)




	Row 12

	ch1, 2dc, 1bbl, 3dc, 1bbl, 3dc, 1bbl, 1dc inc, turn. (13sts)




	Row 13

	ch1, 1dc in each st until 2sts remain, 1dc dec. (12sts)




	Rows 14–15

	rep Row 13. (10sts at the end of Row 15)




	Row 16

	ch1, 2dc, 1bbl, 3dc, 1bbl, 1dc, 1dc dec, turn. (9sts)




	Rows 17–19

	rep Row 13. (6sts at the end of Row 19)




	Row 20

	ch1, 2dc, 1bbl, 1dc, 1dc dec. (5sts)




	Rows 21–23

	rep Row 13. (2sts at the end of Row 23)




	Row 24

	ch1, 1dc dec, fasten off with a ss, cut and weave in ends. (1st)






MAKING UP

Step 1: Place 2 diamonds right sides (bobbles facing) together and join with a whip stitch along one edge from Rows 1–12.

Step 2: Take a third diamond and join one edge from Rows 1–12 to the side of the second diamond, then rep with 3 more diamonds. Join the final diamond to the side of the first diamond so that all 6 diamonds are joined in a star shape.

Step 3: Rep steps 1–2 to create a second star.

Step 4: Trace around the two stars onto card and cut out two card stars that are slightly smaller than the crochet stars.

Step 5: Create a sandwich with the stars as follows: crochet–card–card–crochet. Ensure that both crochet stars have their bobble sides facing out.

Step 6: Join the two crochet stars, with the two card stars inside, by working dc stitches around the outside points of the stars, working through both layers of crochet as you do so. Aim to work 1dc into the side of each row. Work around 5 points in this way. When you reach the sixth point, do not join the points but instead work dc stitches around the outside of both the front and back points separately, leaving an opening in the star so that it can be placed on top of the tree. If the card is visible on this final point, trim it down or fold it up inside the star.
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Super Fluffy Tree Skirt

If there’s one thing I love more than pom poms, it’s fluffy yarn. Happily, this joyous project features both. Once you’ve got used to feeling for the stitches by hand, the tree skirt works up very quickly. The only drawback is you won’t want to cover it up with presents when it’s finished!

You will need


	12-mm hook

	Sirdar Alpine, 50g/33m, 100% polyester, super chunky weight

	– Lynx (404) × 8




	7-cm pom pom maker

	DK weight scrap yarn in a complimentary colour for tying the pom poms, approx. 4m



Finished size

85cm D including pom poms

Gauge

Not essential


Pattern notes


	The tree skirt is worked in rows, turning at the end of each row.

	Starting chains do not count as stitches.

	When working with the yarn, it is quite difficult to see the stitches from previous rows. Instead, feel the stitches with your fingers to help find the correct place to work as you crochet along.

	To make sure your pom poms are extra secure, use DK weight yarn in a complementary colour to tie them.







Pattern Begins

[image: No image description]








	FC

	ch19.




	Row 1

	starting in the second ch from the hook, 18dc along the ch, turn. (18sts)




	Row 2

	ch1, *2dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end, turn. (24sts)




	Row 3

	ch1, *3dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end, turn. (30sts)




	Row 4

	ch1, *4dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end, turn. (36sts)




	Row 5

	ch1, *5dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end, turn. (42sts)




	Row 6

	ch1, *6dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end, turn. (48sts)




	Row 7

	ch1, *7dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end, turn. (54sts)




	Row 8

	ch1, *8dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end, turn. (60sts)




	Row 9

	ch1, *9dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end, turn. (66sts)




	Row 10

	ch1, *10dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end, turn. (72sts)




	Row 11

	ch1, *11dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end, turn. (78sts)




	Row 12

	ch1, *12dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end, turn. (84sts)




	Row 13

	ch1, *13dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end, turn. (90sts)




	Row 14

	ch1, *14dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end, turn. (96sts)




	Row 15

	ch1, *15dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end, turn. (102sts)




	Row 16

	ch1, *16dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end, turn. (108sts)




	Row 17

	ch1, *17dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end, turn. (114sts)




	Row 18

	ch1, *18dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end, turn. (120sts)




	Row 19

	ch1, *19dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end, turn. (126sts)




	Row 20

	ch1, *20dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end, turn. (132sts)




	Row 21

	ch1, *21dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end. (138sts)






Fasten off with a ss and weave in all tail ends.

MAKING UP

Step 1: Make 12 pom poms, using approx. 2.5m of yarn per pom pom. Tie off each pom pom using a 30-cm length of DK weight yarn, leaving the tie long enough to attach to the tree skirt.

Step 2: Attach the 12 pom poms around the outside of the tree skirt, spacing them evenly. Tie onto the final row of the tree skirt using the pom poms’ DK weight yarn tie, then weave the ends into the underside of the tree skirt.

[image: Super Fluffy Tree Skirt]
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Snowflake Present Toppers

The secret to this project is the PVA glue, which will help your little snowflakes achieve a glow up like no other. Once you’ve hooked up an army of these addictive little icicles, you could add them to Christmas cards and presents, hang a string of them in a window or gift them as teacher presents. The sequin yarn used here also adds a special extra sparkle.

You will need


	3.5-mm hook

	King Cole Galaxy DK, 50g/175m, 65% premium acrylic/31% wool/4% soft payette

	– Mars (681) × 1




	PVA glue

	Stainless steel sewing or blocking pins and a cork or foam board



Finished size

Small: 7cm W × 7cm H

Large: 12cm W × 12cm H

Gauge

Not essential

Special stitches

Picot


Pattern notes


	Blocking is crucial for these snowflakes to look crisp and pointy, so don’t skip this step!







Pattern Begins

[image: No image description]

SMALL SNOWFLAKE








	FC

	ch3, 1ss into first ch to form a ring.




	Rnd 1

	ch3 (counts as first tr), 11tr into ring, ss into top of ch3 to join. (12sts)




	Rnd 2

	*ch3, pic3, ch3, miss 1tr and ss into next tr; rep from * 5 more times, making final ss into top of first ch3 from Rnd 1. (6 points, each topped with 1 × pic3)






Fasten off and weave in ends.

LARGE SNOWFLAKE








	FC

	ch6, 1ss into first ch to form a ring.




	Rnd 1

	ch3 (counts as first tr), 17tr into ring, ss into top of ch3 to join. (18sts)




	Rnd 2

	*ch6, [pic5] × 3, ch6, miss 2tr and ss into next tr; rep from * 5 more times, making final ss into top of first ch3 from Rnd 1. (6 points, each topped with 3 × pic5)






Fasten off and weave in ends.

MAKING UP

Step 1: Prepare your cork or foam board surface by laying down kitchen roll or a tea towel on top (if you don’t mind it getting PVA glue on it).

Step 2: Using stainless steel pins, pin out the snowflakes into their shapes. Use at least 1 pin for the point of each snowflake, plus one for each picot.

Step 3: Using a small paint brush, brush the snowflakes with a slightly watered-down PVA glue solution and allow to dry out completely before removing the pins. Your snowflakes should now hold their shape!
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Snowflake Present Toppers











Wrap up Warm

[image: chapter opener]








Luxe Santa Hat – child and adult sizes

Static-shock inducing, shop-bought Santa hats are soon to be a thing of your past. Introducing… the luxe Santa hat. She’s fluffy, she’s squishy and she also comes in pink.

You will need


	8-mm hook

	King Cole Big Value super chunky, 100g/81m, 100% acrylic

	– Yarn A: White (1758) × 2 (2, 2)

	– Yarn B: Cameo (3310) × 1 (2, 2)

	– Yarn B alternative: Rust (1761) × 1 (2, 2)




	8-cm pom pom maker



Finished size




	 

	Child

	Small Adult

	Large Adult




	Circumference

	45cm

	55cm

	60cm




	Height after turning up brim

	34cm

	42cm

	46cm






Pattern instructions are given in the following order for size: child (small adult, large adult). Select the size you wish to make, then refer to the instructions in the order given.

Gauge

10cm × 10cm = 9 stitches × 11 rounds worked in double crochet

10cm × 10cm = 8 stitches × 10 rounds worked in loop stitch

Special stitches

Invisible decrease

Loop stitch


Pattern notes


	The hats are worked from the bottom up, decreasing towards the top.

	Loop stitches will form on the wrong side/inside of the work to begin with. This section will then be folded to the front when worn, bringing the loops onto the right side.

	The hat is worked in the round, join method. Do not turn work at the end of each round.

	Starting chain does not count as a stitch throughout.







Pattern Begins
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CHILD (SMALL ADULT, LARGE ADULT)

Using Yarn A








	FC

	ch40 (50, 54), bring ch round into a circle without twisting and ss into first ch to join. (40 (50, 54) sts)




	Rnd 1

	ch1, 1dc in each st around, ss into top of first dc to join.




	Rnd 2

	ch1, 1lp in each st around, ss into top of first dc to join.




	Rnds 3–7 (3–8, 3–8)

	rep Rnd 2.




	Rnd 8 (9, 9)

	ch1, 1dc in each st around, ss into top of first dc to join.




	Rnds 9–14 (10–14, 10–16)

	rep Rnd 8 (9, 9).






At the end of Rnd 14 (14, 16) change to Yarn B and fasten off Yarn A.

CHILD ONLY

Using Yarn B








	Rnd 15

	ch1, *8dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end, ss into top of first dc to join. (36sts)






SMALL ADULT ONLY

Using Yarn B








	Rnd 15

	ch1, *23dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end, ss into top of first dc to join. (48sts)






LARGE ADULT ONLY

Using Yarn B








	Rnds 17–18

	ch1, 1dc in each st around, ss into top of first dc to join. (54sts)




	Rnd 19

	ch1, *7dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end, ss into top of first dc to join. (48sts)






SMALL ADULT (LARGE ADULT) ONLY

Rnds 16–18 (20–22) ch1, 1dc in each st around, ss into top of first dc to join. (48sts)








	Rnd 19 (23)

	ch1, *6dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end. (42sts)






Rnds 20–22 (24–26) ch1, 1dc in each st around, ss into top of first dc to join.








	Rnd 23 (27)

	ch1, *5dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end. (36sts)






ALL SIZES

Child (small adult, large adult)

Rnds 16–18 (24–26, 28–30) ch1, 1dc in each st around, ss into top of first dc to join.

Rnd 19 (27, 31) ch1, *4dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end. (30sts)

Rnds 20–22 (28–30, 32–34) ch1, 1dc in each st around, ss into top of first dc to join.

Rnd 23 (31, 35) ch1, *3dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end. (24sts)

Rnds 24–26 (32–34, 36–38) ch1, 1dc in each st around, ss into top of first dc to join.

Rnd 27 (35, 39) ch1, *2dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end. (18sts)

Rnds 28–30 (36–38, 40–42) ch1, 1dc in each st around, ss into top of first dc to join.

Rnd 31 (39, 43) ch1, *1dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end. (12sts)

Rnds 32–34 (40–42, 44–46) ch1, 1dc in each st around, ss into top of first dc to join.

Rnd 35 (43, 47) ch1, *1dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end. (8sts)

Rnd 36 (44, 48) ch1, 1dc in each st around, ss into top of first dc to join.

Fasten off with a ss and leave a long tail end.

MAKING UP

Step 1: Using a yarn needle, weave the end in and out of the sts from the final round, then pull to close the gap. Sew in tail end to secure.

Step 2: Create a large pom pom using Yarn A and attach to the end of the hat.

Step 3: Fold up the loop stitch section so that it is sitting on the outside of the hat.


TIP

Does Santa need an elf or two to help him out?!

To modify the pattern to make an elf hat, replace the loop stitch section at the start with double crochet stitches instead, and use two colours for the main body of the hat, changing colour every 4 rows. Omit the pom pom on the end, or swap it out for a large bell.
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Fair Isle Hat

Have you tried Fair Isle crochet? Carrying the yarns behind the work allows for a cleaner colour change. Plus, the Front Post stitches in this design allow the colourwork to stack really neatly, just like in knitting. Why let the knitters have all the colourwork fun?

You will need


	5-mm hook

	Rowan Kid Classic, 50g/140m, 70% wool/22% mohair/8% polyamide, Aran weight

	– Yarn A: Champagne (898) × 2

	– Yarn B: Smoke (831) × 1

	– Yarn C: Blue Hydrangea (903) × 1

	– Yarn D: Feather (828) × 1




	4 stitch markers

	8.5-cm pom pom maker



Finished size

One size – fits small adult head 22cm H × 53cm C

Gauge

10cm × 10cm = 18 stitches × 15 rounds when worked in front post treble pattern

Special stitches

Back loop only

Front post treble

Front post treble decrease

Reading the chart

The chart for this piece is read from right to left on every row. It covers Rounds 1–23 and shows just one repeat, with this section being repeated a total of four times around the hat. Use the four stitch markers to mark the start or end of each pattern repeat, to help keep your place and work the pattern. Each square on the chart represents a front post treble stitch.



Pattern Begins

[image: No image description]


Pattern notes


	Starting chains do not count as stitches unless otherwise stated.

	The brim is worked flat, after which the body of the hat is worked in the round, joining at the end of each round.

	To create a less visible seam when joining at the end of each round, slip stitch join to the top of the first front post treble stitch from the previous round, rather than to the top of the starting chain.

	The colourwork section of the hat uses a technique similar to Fair Isle knitting.





WORK THE BRIM








	FC

	using Yarn A, ch24.




	Row 1

	starting in third ch from hook, 22htr, turn. (22sts)




	Row 2

	ch2, 22htr in BLO, turn.




	Rows 3–59

	or until brim measures 50cm, rep Row 2.




	Row 60

	ch1, bring both short ends of the brim round to meet each other, and crochet together by working 22dc in BLO through both layers of the piece, joining the FC to Row 59.






Rotate the brim 90 degrees (without turning) and evenly work 88dc around the brim of the hat. PM every 22sts, ss into top of first dc to join. (88sts)

WORK THE HAT

Where A, B or C is given after a st, this indicates the colour this stitch should be made in. Written instructions are provided, but you may find it easier to follow the chart once you get going.

When fastening off colours, cut and weave in ends on the reverse of the work.








	Rnd 1

	ch2A, *22FPtrA; rep from * 3 more times, ss to join. (88sts)






Bring in Yarn B and carry behind the work in floats when not in use, Fair Isle style.








	Rnd 2

	ch2A, *5FPtrA, 2FPtrB, 9FPtrA, 2FPtrB, 4FPtrA; rep from * 3 more times, ss to join.




	Rnd 3

	ch2A, *4FPtrA, 4FPtrB, 7FPtrA, 4FPtrB, 3FPtrA; rep from * 3 more times, ss to join.




	Rnd 4

	ch2A, *5FPtrA, 2FPtrB, 9FPtrA, 2FPtrB, 4FPtrA; rep from * 3 more times, ss to join.






Fasten off Yarn B and bring in Yarn C by completing the last yoh of the last st of the rnd in Yarn C.








	Rnd 5

	ch2C, *1FPtrC, 10FPtrA, 1FPtrC, 10FPtrA; rep from * 3 more times, ss to join.




	Rnd 6

	ch2C, *2FPtrC, 8FPtrA, 3FPtrC, 8FPtrA, 1FPtrC; rep from * 3 more times, ss to join.




	Rnd 7

	ch2C, *3FPtrC, 6FPtrA, 5FPtrC, 6FPtrA, 2FPtrC; rep from * 3 more times, ss to join.






Fasten off Yarn A and bring in Yarns B and D ready to use in Rnd 8.








	Rnd 8

	ch2C, *2FPtrC, 3FPtrD, 2FPtrB, 3FPtrD, 3FPtrC, 3FPtrD, 2FPtrB, 3FPtrD, 1FPtrC; rep from * 3 more times, ss to join.




	Rnd 9

	ch2C, *1FPtrC, 4FPtrD, 2FPtrB, 4FPtrD, 1FPtrC, 4FPtrD, 2FPtrB, 4FPtrD; rep from * 3 more times, ss to join.






Fasten off Yarn C and weave in end.








	Rnd 10

	ch2D, *5FPtrD, 2FPtrB, 9FPtrD, 2FPtrB, 4FPtrD; rep from * 3 more times, ss to join.




	Rnd 11

	ch2D, *1FPtrD, 9FPtrB, 1FPtrD, 9FPtrB; rep from * 3 more times, ss to join.




	Rnd 12

	rep Row 10.




	Rnd 13

	ch2D, *2FPtrD, 8FPtrB, 3FPtrD, 8FPtrB, 1FPtrD; rep from * 3 more times, ss to join.




	Rnd 14

	rep Row 10.




	Rnd 15

	ch2D, *3FPtrD, 6FPtrB, 5FPtrD, 6FPtrB, 2FPtrD; rep from * 3 more times, ss to join.






Bring in Yarn C ready to use in Rnd 16.








	Rnd 16

	ch2D, *5FPtrD, 2FPtrB, 4FPtrD, 1FPtrC, 4FPtrD, 2FPtrB, 4FPtrD; rep from * 3 more times, ss to join.




	Rnd 17

	ch2D, *5FPtrD, 2FPtrB, 3FPtrD, 3FPtrC, 3FPtrD, 2FPtrB, 2FPtrD, 1FPtr dec D; rep from * 3 more times, ss to join. (84sts)






Fasten off Yarn B and Yarn D and weave in ends. Bring in Yarn A by completing the last yoh of the last st of the rnd in Yarn A.








	Rnd 18

	ch2A, *9FPtrA, 5FPtrC, 5FPtrA, 1FPtr dec A; rep from * 3 more times, ss to join. (80sts)




	Rnd 19

	ch2A, *10FPtrA, 3FPtrC, 5FPtrA, 1FPtr dec A; rep from * 3 more times, ss to join. (76sts)




	Rnd 20

	ch2A, *11FPtrA, 1FPtrC, 5FPtrA, 1FPtr dec A; rep from * 3 more times, ss to join. (72sts)






Fasten off Yarn C.








	Rnd 21

	ch2A, *16FPtrA, 1FPtr dec A; rep from * 3 more times, ss to join. (68sts)




	Rnd 22

	ch2A, *15FPtrA, 1FPtr dec A; rep from * 3 more times, ss to join. (64sts)




	Rnd 23

	ch2A, *14FPtrA, 1FPtr dec A; rep from * 3 more times, ss to join. (60sts)




	Rnd 24

	ch2A, 30FPtr dec A, ss to join. (30sts)




	Rnd 25

	ch2A, 15FPtr dec A, ss to join. (15sts)






Cut Yarn A leaving a 15-cm long tail. Thread the tail onto a yarn needle, and weave in and out of the top of the stitches of Rnd 25. Pull to close hole and weave in ends to secure.

MAKING UP

Using the remainder of Yarn A and a 8.5-cm or larger pom pom maker, create a pom pom to finish off your hat. Sew into the top of your hat through the centre of Rnd 25 and weave in end to fasten off.
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Spot on Slipper Socks

Secretly, all yarn lovers prefer the colder months and these slipper socks are a great example of why. Creating the cosiest animal print socks and then getting to slouch around the house in them in your loungewear is a pursuit our sun-worshipping counterparts will surely envy us for.

You will need


	5-mm hook

	Debbie Bliss Cashmerino Aran, 50g/90m, 55% merino wool/33% acrylic/12% cashmere

	– Yarn A: Baby Pink 603 × 3 (4, 5)

	– Yarn B: Mustard 066 × 1

	– Yarn C: Ecru 101 × 1




	Two stitch markers



Gauge

10cm × 10cm = 17 stitches × 14 rows worked in tapestry double crochet pattern

Special stitches

Back post double crochet, Back post treble, Front post half treble, Front post treble

Finished size




	 

	Small

	Medium

	Large




	To fit UK women’s shoe size

	4–6

	7–9

	10–11




	To fit foot circumference

	20cm

	23cm

	25cm




	To fit foot length

	25cm

	27cm

	29.5cm




	Actual length

	27cm

	29cm

	31cm






Pattern instructions are given in the following order for size: small (medium, large). Select the size you wish to make, then refer to the instructions in the order given.

Reading the chart

The chart for this piece is read from right to left on every row. It covers Rounds 1–19 and shows just one repeat, with this section being repeated around the socks, as indicated in the pattern depending on size. Each square on the chart represents a double crochet stitch.



Pattern Begins

[image: No image description]


Pattern notes


	The toe, foot, leg and cuff are worked in the round, spiral method. Do not join or turn at the end of the round.

	The foot and leg are worked in tapestry crochet, with the non-working yarns carried throughout.

	The heel is added afterwards as an afterthought heel.

	The socks are designed to be oversized and slouchy, worn like a slipper.





[image: Slipper socks pattern]

TOE

Size small (medium, large)








	FC

	using Yarn A, ch11 (11, 13).




	Rnd 1

	1dc in second ch from hook and in each of next 9 (9, 11)ch, rotate work 180 degrees and work 10 (10, 12)dc back along other side of foundation ch. (20 (20, 24)sts)






PM in first and 11th (11th, 13th)st, and move markers up each rnd, work in continuous rnds without joining throughout unless otherwise stated.

Rnds 2–6 (2–7, 2–7) *1dc inc in marked st, replace marker in first of these 2sts, 1dc in each st to 1st before next marker, 1dc inc in next st; rep from * once more. (40 (44, 48)sts)

SMALL ONLY








	Rnd 7

	1dc in each st around.






MEDIUM ONLY








	Rnd 8

	1dc inc, 43dc. (45sts)






LARGE ONLY








	Rnd 8

	*1dc inc in marked st, 23dc; rep from * once more. (50sts)






FOOT

All sizes

Remove second marker and keep marker at beginning of rnd only. Join in Yarns B and C.

Rnds 1–24 (1–26, 1–30) work in tapestry crochet, following chart and rep 10 (9, 10)st pattern rep a total of 4 (5, 5) times around.

At end of Rnd 24 (26, 30), continue working in pattern for approx. 9 (10, 12)sts until the natural left ‘edge’ of sock is reached allowing the toe to sit squarely. Keep marker in place at start of rnd.

DIVIDE FOR HEEL

Rnd 25 (27, 31) using Yarn A, loosely ch30 (27, 30), miss 20 (18, 20)sts from last rnd and ss in next st, turn leaving remaining 20 (27, 30)sts unworked, work 30 (27, 30)dc back along ch in BBO ss in top of last dc of Rnd 24 (26, 30), turn.

LEG

Rnd 26 (28, 32) keeping pattern consistent, continue in tapestry crochet pattern over next 30 (27, 30)dc of heel, work 20 (27, 30)dc in top of unworked sts from Rnd 24 (26, 30). (50 (54, 60)sts)

Rnds 27–43 (29–47, 33–54) work in pattern, working chart a total of 5 (6, 6) times around.

CUFF

Fasten off Yarns B and C and continue in Yarn A only

Rnd 44 (48, 55) 1htr in each st around.

Rnd 45 (49, 56) *1FPtr, 1BPtr; rep from * to end.

Rnd 46 (50, 57) rep previous Rnd.

Rnd 47 (51, 58) *1FPtr, 1BPtr; rep from * to last 2sts, 1FPhtr, 1BPdc, ss in next st. Fasten off and cut yarn.

HEEL

With RS facing, reattach Yarn A only to first missed dc from Rnd 24 (26, 30), work the heel in continuous rnds as follows:








	Rnd 1

	20 (18, 20)dc along missed dc sts on foot, 1dc at corner, 1dc in 30 (27, 30)sts across break for heel, 1dc at corner, PM in 23rd (20th, 23rd) and 49th (44th, 49th)sts. (52 (47, 52)sts)




	Rnds 2–11

	*1dc in each st to marker, 1dc dec over marked st and next st; rep from * once more, replacing marker in new st. (32 (27, 32)sts)






Fasten off leaving a 15-cm tail.

MAKING UP

Turn socks inside out, sew heel gap closed by pinching the hole together, matching up sts on either side of Rnd 11 as evenly as possible. Sew through BLO of sts to join. Fasten off and weave in all ends.
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Rainbow Scarf

This super-quick, super-chunky pattern makes the loveliest gift. It also has the benefit of helping you to clear some space in your yarn stash for all the new yarn you’ve added to your wish list. Experiment with textures and fibres and you’ll be amazed at the results this humble stitch pattern can produce.

You will need


	20-mm hook

	DK weight yarn, approx. 100g/225m × 6

	4.5-cm pom pom maker



Finished size

Approx. 20cm W × 175cm L

Gauge

10cm × 10cm = 10 stitches × 2.2 rows worked in half treble crochet when holding all 6 yarns together


Pattern notes


	When choosing yarns for this pattern, feel free to experiment! Look to include one fluffy, one variegated or one tweed one to maximise on interest and pattern. This is a great way to use up more unusual yarns or mix fibres.

	Starting chains do not count as stitches throughout.





Pattern Begins

[image: No image description]

Make 12 × 4.5-cm pom poms, 2 in each of the 6 colours.

Roll the remaining yarn, after making the pom poms, together into one large ball before you start. This will help with your tension and prevent your yarns from tangling. To make the giant yarn ball, remove all ball bands, find the ends of the six yarns and slowly hand-wind into a large ball, keeping the tension even across all six balls. Work all yarns at the same time, as if they were one yarn.








	FC

	ch12.




	Row 1

	starting in third ch from the hook, 10htr, turn. (10sts)




	Row 2

	ch2, 10htr in BLO, turn.




	Rows 3–39

	or until scarf measures approx. 165cm, rep Row 2.






Cut and fasten off yarn with a ss, weave in ends.

MAKING UP

Attach one pom pom of each colour to one end of the scarf in rainbow colour order. Repeat on the opposite end in the same order.

[image: Rainbow Scarf]
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On the Good List
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Christmas Pudding

Too good to eat, this little Christmas pud is sporting a cream-dipped noggin and raisin belly and has accessorised with a holly leaf. Need I say more? If alternating for the split double crochet stitches gives you a headache, try creating them using duplicate stitch at the end instead.

You will need


	3-mm hook

	Rico Ricorumi DK, 25g/58m, 100% cotton

	– Yarn A: Chocolate (057) × 1

	– Yarn B: Black (060) × 1

	– Yarn C: Cream (002) × 1

	– Yarn D: Rose (008) × 1

	– Yarn E: Green (049) × 1

	– Yarn F: Red (028) × 1




	Toy stuffing

	Stitch marker



Finished size

10cm W × 16cm H

Gauge

5cm × 5cm = 12 stitches × 12 rounds worked in double crochet

Special stitches

Invisible decrease

Invisible decrease over 3 stitches

Invisible join

Split double crochet

Picot

Mattress stitch


Pattern notes


	All pieces are worked in the round, spiral method, unless otherwise stated. Do not join or turn at the end of each round.

	Use a stitch marker to mark the first stitch of each round, moving it as you work each round.

	The body, head and legs are made in one piece, starting from the legs and working upwards. The cream drips are added to the body around the neckline. All other pieces are made separately and sewn on.







Pattern Begins

[image: No image description]

LEGS

Make 2 using Yarn A








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	work 6dc into ML, pull to close. (6sts)




	Rnd 2

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 3

	*1dc, 1dc inc; rep from * to end. (9sts)






Bring in Yarn B ready to make sdc sts only.








	Rnd 4

	1sdc, 8dc.




	Rnd 5

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 6

	8dc, 1sdc.






At the end of first leg, fasten off with an invisible join. On the second leg, leave the yarn attached ready to work the body.

BODY

Continuing in Yarn A, leave Yarn B attached behind work for sdc sts only. Work 1sdc st in Yarn B in place of a dc in Yarn A approx. every 20sts.








	Rnd 1

	1dc in each st around the leg, ch9, bring in second leg and work 9dc around, ch9. (36sts)




	Rnd 2

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnds 3–18

	rep Rnd 2.




	Rnd 19

	36dc, then work until you reach the natural ‘edge’ of the body, directly above one of the legs. Change to Yarn C on the last st of the rnd, fasten off Yarns A and B by weaving in ends.






HEAD

Using Yarn C only








	Rnd 20

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 21

	1dc BLO in each st around.




	Rnd 22–24

	rep Rnd 20.




	Rnd 25

	36dc, then work until you reach the natural ‘edge’ of the body, directly above one of the legs.






DECREASE FOR HEAD

Continuing in Yarn C








	Rnd 26

	1dc, 1inv dec, 9dc, [1dc, 1inv dec] × 3, 9dc [1dc, 1inv dec] × 2. (30sts)




	Rnd 27

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 28

	1inv dec, 9dc, [1inv dec] × 3, 9dc [1inv dec] × 2. (24sts)




	Rnd 29

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 30

	work 1inv dec over 3sts, 9dc, 1inv dec over 3sts, 9dc. (18sts)






Fasten off using an invisible join and leave a long tail end to sew up gap later.

CREAM DRIPS

Holding the body upside down, attach Yarn C to first unworked FLO st from Rnd 20 with a ss, *miss 1 FLO, 5tr in next FLO, miss 1 FLO, 1ss in next FLO; rep from * 8 more times until end.

ARMS

Make 2 using Yarn A and B

Make as for legs.

Fasten off both with an invisible join and leave a long tail end. Do not stuff the arms. Pinch together at the top and sew together using the tail end and a yarn needle, sewing through both edges to create a flat seam at the top. Leave tail end attached.

CHEEKS

Make 2 using Yarn D








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	work 6dc into ML, pull to close. (6sts)






Fasten off with an invisible join, leaving a long tail end to attach to body later.

HOLLY LEAVES

Make 2 using Yarn E








	FC

	ch11.




	Rnd 1

	starting in the second ch from the hook, 2dc, 2htr, 1tr, 2htr, 2dc, [1dc, ch1, 1dc] into final ch, rotate work 180 degrees and make the following sts back down the opposite side of the ch, 2dc, 2htr, 1tr, 2htr, 2dc, [1dc, ch1, 1dc] into missed ch at start of the rnd. (24sts)




	Rnd 2

	*1ss, pic3, miss 1dc, 2ss, pic3, miss 1tr, 2ss, pic3, miss 1dc, 2ss, pic5, miss 1ch, 1ss; rep from * once more.






Fasten off with an invisible join, leaving a long tail end to attach to Head later.

BERRIES

Make 2 using Yarn F








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	work 6dc into ML, pull to close. (6sts)




	Rnd 2

	1dc in each st around.






Fasten off with a ss and weave tail end in and out of the 6sts from Rnd 2, pull tightly to close and sew a few sts to secure, leaving a long tail end attached.

MAKING UP

Step 1: Firmly stuff legs using a pencil or similar to push stuffing down. Sew up the hole in between legs using Yarn A and a yarn needle, pinching together the two ch9 sections. Sew using mattress stitch or whip stitch, matching up the sts on the front and back.

Step 2: Stuff the rest of the body and head using toy stuffing. Sew up the hole on the top of the head by pinching together the two 9dc sections from Rnd 30 of the body on the front and back. Sew using mattress stitch or whip stitch using the long tail end, matching up the sts on the front and back.

Step 3: Attach the arms to either side of the body at Rnd 17. Use the tail ends from the arms to sew the top flat seam across 4sts on the body.

Step 4: Attach the cheeks at Rnds 18–19 of the head on top of the cream drips, leaving a gap of around 7sts in between them. Sew in and out of the final rnd of sts on the cheeks using the long tail end left earlier to attach.

Step 5: Sew two eyes using Yarn B and a yarn needle at approx. rnds 22–23 of the body, 5sts apart at the bottom and 7sts apart at the top. Sew in a satin stitch around 6 times over the same area to build up the eye. To create eyelashes, sew one horizontal line, 2sts wide, and one diagonal line, 2sts high, at the outside top corner of each eye. Weave in all ends.

Step 6: Secure the holly leaves and berries to the top of the head on one side, overlapping the two leaves at the top and adding the berries on top. Use the long tail ends left earlier to sew these pieces on.

[image: Christmas Pudding]
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Gingerbread Man

What did the gingerbread man say when he fell over? Crumbs.

Sporting icing-dipped buttons, arms and legs, this little character will soon become a firm family favourite. Just like my cracker joke…

You will need


	3-mm hook

	Rico Ricorumi DK, 25g/58m, 100% cotton

	– Yarn A: Caramel (053) × 1

	– Yarn B: Cream (002) × 1

	– Yarn C: Yellow (006) × 1

	– Yarn D: Lilac (017) × 1

	– Yarn E: Rose (008) × 1

	– Yarn F: Black (060) × 1




	Toy stuffing

	Stitch marker



Finished size

10cm W × 16cm H

Gauge

5cm × 5cm = 12 stitches × 12 rounds worked in double crochet

Special stitches

Invisible decrease

Invisible decrease over 3 stitches

Invisible join

Split double crochet

Mattress stitch


Pattern notes


	All pieces are worked in the round, spiral method, unless otherwise stated. Do not join or turn at the end of each round.

	Use a stitch marker to mark the first stitch of each round, moving it as you work each round.

	The body, head and legs are made in one piece, starting from the legs and working upwards. All other pieces are made separately and sewn on.





Pattern Begins
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LEGS

Make 2 using Yarn A throughout and Yarn B for sdc sts only








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	work 6dc into ML, pull to close. (6sts)




	Rnd 2

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 3

	*1dc, 1dc inc; rep from * to end. (9sts) Bring in Yarn B ready for sdc sts only.




	Rnd 4

	1sdc in Yarn B in each st around.




	Rnd 5

	rep Rnd 2.




	Rnd 6

	rep Rnd 4.






At the end of first leg, fasten off with an invisible join. On the second leg, leave the yarn attached ready to work the body.

BODY

Continuing in Yarn A








	Rnd 1

	1dc in each st around the leg, ch9, bring in second leg and work 9dc around, ch9. (36sts)




	Rnd 2

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnds 3–24

	rep Rnd 2.




	Rnd 25

	36dc, then work another 15dc (or until you reach the natural ‘edge’ of the body, directly above one of the legs).






DECREASE FOR HEAD

Continuing in Yarn A








	Rnd 26

	1dc, 1inv dec, 9dc, [1dc, 1inv dec] × 3, 9dc [1dc, 1inv dec] × 2. (30sts)




	Rnd 27

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 28

	1inv dec, 9dc, [1inv dec] × 3, 9dc [1inv dec] × 2. (24sts)




	Rnd 29

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 30

	work 1inv dec over 3sts, 9dc, 1inv dec over 3sts, 9dc. (18sts)






Fasten off using an invisible join and leave a long tail end to sew up gap later.

ARMS

Make 2 using Yarn A throughout and Yarn B for sdc sts only

Make as for legs.

Fasten off both with an invisible join and leave a long tail end. Do not stuff the arms. Pinch together at the top and sew together using the tail end and a yarn needle, sewing through both edges to create a flat seam at the top. Leave tail end attached for sewing to body later.

ICING FOR BUTTONS

Make 2 using Yarn B








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	work 6dc into ML, pull to close. (6sts)




	Rnd 2

	*1dc, 1dc inc; rep from * to end. (9sts)






Fasten off with an invisible join, leaving a long tail end to attach to body later.

BUTTONS

Make 2 – 1 in Yarn C and 1 in Yarn D








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	work 6dc into ML, pull to close. (6sts)




	Rnd 2

	1dc in each st around.






Fasten off with an invisible join, leaving a long tail end. Attach each button to an icing for button base. Use the long tail end and a yarn needle to sew through the sts from Rnd 2 of the buttons, to the icing underneath. Fasten off and weave in button tail end, leaving icing tail end attached.

ICING FOR HEAD

Using Yarn B








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	work 6dc into ML, pull to close. (6sts)




	Rnd 2

	1dc inc in each st around. (12sts)




	Rnd 3

	*1dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end. (18sts)




	Rnd 4

	*2dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end. (24sts)




	Rnd 5

	*3dc, 1dc inc; rep from * until end. (30sts)




	Rnd 6

	*2dc, 1dc inc, 2dc; rep from * until end. (36sts)




	Rnd 7

	21dc, [1dc, ch3, miss 1 ch and 2ss back down ch], 2dc, [1dc, ch5, miss 1 ch and 4ss back down ch], 1dc, [1dc, ch3, miss 1 ch and 2ss back down ch], 2dc, [1dc, ch5, miss 1 ch and 4ss back down ch], [1dc, ch3, miss 1 ch and 2ss back down ch], 1dc, [1dc, ch3, miss 1 ch and 2ss back down ch], 1dc, [1dc, ch3, miss 1 ch and 2ss back down ch], 1dc. (36dc, with 7 ch sections forming icing ‘drips’).






Fasten off leaving a long tail end to attach to head later.

CHEEKS

Make 2 using Yarn E








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	work 6dc into ML, pull to close. (6sts)






Fasten off with an invisible join, leaving a long tail end to attach to body later.

MAKING UP

Step 1: Firmly stuff legs using a pencil or similar to push stuffing down. Sew up the hole in between legs using Yarn A and a yarn needle, pinching together the two ch9 sections. Sew using mattress stitch or whip stitch, matching up the sts on the front and back.

Step 2: Stuff the rest of the body and head using toy stuffing. Sew up the hole on the top of the head by pinching together the two 9dc sections from Rnd 30 of the body on the front and back. Sew using mattress stitch or whip stitch, matching up the sts on the front and back.

Step 3: Attach the arms to either side of the body at Rnd 16. Use the tail ends from the arms to sew the top flat seam of the arm across 4sts on the body.

Step 4: Attach the cheeks at Rnds 18–19 of the body, leaving a gap of around 5sts in between them. Sew in and out of the final rnd of sts on the cheeks using the long tail end left earlier to attach to the body.

Step 5: Attach the buttons and icing in the same way as for cheeks, down the centre of the body at Rnds 7–9 and 12–14.

Step 6: Sew a small smile using Yarn B in between the two cheeks at Rnd 20, across 3sts and 1 rnd tall.

Step 7: Sew two eyes using Yarn F and a yarn needle at approx. Rnds 22–23 of the body, 5sts apart. Sew in a satin stitch around 6 times over the same area to build up the eye.

Step 8: Attach the icing for head on top of the head, positioning it asymmetrically and so that the ‘drips’ are at the front. Sew the icing to the head using Yarn B.

Step 9: Finally, thread the yarn needle with an arm’s length of each Yarn C, D and E and sew small, straight stitches in multiple directions on the icing for head to give the look of sprinkles. These are decorative, so you do not need to sew through all layers, just catch the topmost layer. Weave in all ends.
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Snowman

Did someone say removable hat and scarf? This snowman has a better winter wardrobe than I currently do, but on the plus side, they were a lot quicker to make. If you’d like a satsuma nose instead of a carrot, follow the pattern for the reindeer’s nose at the end of the book, using an orange-coloured yarn.

You will need


	3-mm hook

	Rico Ricorumi DK, 25g/58m, 100% cotton

	– Yarn A: White (001) × 1

	– Yarn B: Fir Green (050) × 1

	– Yarn C: Mint (041) × 1

	– Yarn D: Mustard (064) × 1

	– Yarn E: Rose (008) × 1

	– Yarn F: Black (060) × 1




	Toy stuffing

	Stitch marker

	Fork or 2-cm pom pom maker



Finished size

10cm W × 18cm H with hat

Gauge

5cm × 5cm = 12 stitches × 12 rounds worked in double crochet

Special stitches

Invisible decrease

Invisible decrease over 3 stitches

Invisible join

Split double crochet

Mattress stitch


Pattern notes


	All pieces are worked in the round, spiral method, unless otherwise stated. Do not join or turn at the end of each round.

	Use a stitch marker to mark the first stitch of each round, moving it as you work each round.

	The body, head and legs are made in one piece, starting from the legs and working upwards. All other pieces are made separately and sewn on.

	The hat and scarf are designed to be removable with a fold up brim, but if you prefer you can add a few stitches to secure them permanently to the head and neck respectively.





Pattern Begins
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LEGS

Make 2 using Yarn A








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	work 6dc into ML, pull to close. (6sts)




	Rnd 2

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 3

	*1dc, 1dc inc; rep from * to end. (9sts)




	Rnd 4

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnds 5–6

	rep Rnd 4.






At the end of the first leg, fasten off with an invisible join. On the second leg, leave the yarn attached ready to work the body.

BODY

Continuing in Yarn A








	Rnd 1

	1dc in each st around the leg, ch9, bring in second leg and work 9dc around, ch9. (36sts)




	Rnd 2

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnds 3–24

	rep Rnd 2.




	Rnd 25

	36dc, then work another 15dc (or until you reach the natural ‘edge’ of the body, directly above one of the legs).






DECREASE FOR HEAD

Continuing in Yarn A








	Rnd 26

	1dc, 1inv dec, 9dc, [1dc, 1inv dec] × 3, 9dc [1dc, 1inv dec] × 2. (30sts)




	Rnd 27

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 28

	1inv dec, 9dc, [1inv dec] × 3, 9dc [1inv dec] × 2. (24sts)




	Rnd 29

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 30

	work 1inv dec over 3sts, 9dc, 1inv dec over 3sts, 9dc. (18sts)






Fasten off using an invisible join and leave a long tail end to sew up gap later.

ARMS

Make 2 using Yarn A, as for legs

Fasten off both with an invisible join and leave a long tail end. Do not stuff the arms. Pinch together at the top and sew together using the tail end and a yarn needle, sewing through both edges to create a flat seam at the top. Leave tail end attached for sewing to body later.

SCARF

Using Yarn B throughout, and Yarn C for sdc sts only. On rnds where Yarn C is not in use, leave attached on the inside of the work and pick up again when needed.








	FC

	working in Yarn B, create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	work 6dc into ML, pull to close. (6sts)




	Rnd 2

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 3

	*1dc, 1dc inc; rep from * to end. (9sts)




	Rnd 4

	1dc in each st around. Bring in Yarn C ready to use for all sdc sts.




	Rnd 5

	*2dc, 1sdc; rep from * to end.




	Rnd 6

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnds 7–54

	rep Rnds 4–6 16 more times.




	Rnd 55

	*1dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end. (6sts)




	Rnd 56

	1dc in each st around. Cut and fasten off Yarn C by weaving in end.




	Rnd 57

	3inv dec. (3sts)






Fasten off Yarn B with a ss and weave tail end in and out of the 3sts from Rnd 56, pull to close and weave in all ends. Create two 2-cm pom poms using Yarn B, on either a fork or a pom pom maker, and sew one to each end of the scarf to secure.

HAT BRIM

Using Yarn C, working in rows for the brim. Starting ch2 does not count as a st.








	FC

	ch8.




	Row 1

	starting in the third ch from the hook, 6htr, turn.




	Row 2

	ch2, 6htr BLO, turn.




	Rows 3–19

	rep Row 2.






Bring FC round to meet Row 19 and work 6dc through the BLO of Row 19 and the FC to join into a circle. Fasten off with a ss and weave in ends.

HAT

Work the rest of the hat in the round, spiral method, using Yarn B throughout and Yarn C for the sdc sts only. Leave Yarn C attached behind work for sdc only rows.








	Rnd 1

	working into the side of the brim, attach Yarn B and work 38dc evenly around. (38sts)




	Rnd 2

	*17dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end. (36sts) Bring in Yarn C to work the sdc sts.




	Rnd 3

	*2dc, 1sdc; rep from * to end.




	Rnd 4

	*4dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end. (30sts)




	Rnd 5

	*3dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end. (24sts)




	Rnd 6

	rep Rnd 3.




	Rnd 7

	*2dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end. (18sts)




	Rnd 8

	*1dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end. (12sts)




	Rnd 9

	red Rnd 3. Cut and fasten off Yarn C by weaving in end.




	Rnd 10

	6inv dec. (6sts)






Fasten off Yarn B with a ss and weave tail end in and out of the 6sts from Rnd 10, pull to close and weave in all ends.

NOSE

Using Yarn D








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	work 6dc into ML, pull to close. (6sts)




	Rnd 2

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 3

	3inv dec. (3sts)






Fasten off with a ss and weave tail end in and out of the 3sts from Rnd 3, pull to close and leave a long tail end to attach to head later.

CHEEKS

Make 2 using Yarn E








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	work 6dc into ML, pull to close. (6sts)






Fasten off with an invisible join, leaving a long tail end to attach to body later.

BUTTONS

Make 2 using Yarn F

Make as for cheeks.

MAKING UP

Step 1: Firmly stuff legs using a pencil or similar to push stuffing down. Sew up the hole in between legs using Yarn A and a yarn needle, pinching together the two ch9 sections. Sew using mattress stitch or whip stitch, matching up the sts on the front and back.

Step 2: Stuff the rest of the body and head using toy stuffing. Sew up the hole on the top of the head by pinching together the two 9dc sections from Rnd 30 of the body on the front and back. Sew using mattress stitch or whip stitch, matching up the sts on the front and back.

Step 3: Attach the arms to either side of the body at Rnd 16. Use the tail ends from the arms to sew the top flat seam of the arm across 4sts on the body.

Step 4: Attach the cheeks at Rnds 18–20 of the body, leaving a gap of around 5sts in between them. Sew in and out of the final rnd of sts on the cheeks using the long tail end left earlier to attach to the body.

Step 5: Attach the buttons in the same way as for cheeks, down the centre of the body at Rnds 7–9 and 12–14.

Step 6: Sew the nose to the body at Rnd 22, sewing the FC of the nose firmly to the centre of the face using Yarn D.

Step 7: Sew two eyes using Yarn F and a yarn needle at approx. Rnds 23–24 of the body, 5sts apart at the bottom and 7sts apart at the top. Sew in a satin stitch around 6 times over the same area to build up the eye. To create eyelashes, sew one horizontal line, 2sts wide, and one diagonal line, 2sts high, at the outside top corner of each eye.

Step 8: Weave in all ends and place the hat on the head and wrap the scarf around the body.
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Penguin

Ahhh the ever-popular Christmas penguin, second only to the holiday armadillo perhaps, but no less sweet. The Spray yarn used in this pattern really helps add an extra dimension, and the yarn range comes in some other likely penguin colours too, if you’d like to switch it up.

You will need


	3-mm hook

	Rico Ricorumi Spray DK, 25g/58m, 100% cotton

	– Yarn A: Olive (007) × 1




	Rico Ricorumi DK, 25g/58m, 100% cotton

	– Yarn B: Mustard (064) × 1

	– Yarn C: Black (060) × 1

	– Yarn D: Rose (008) × 1




	Toy stuffing

	Stitch marker



Finished size

10cm W × 16cm H

Gauge

5cm × 5cm = 12 stitches × 12 rounds worked in double crochet

Special stitches

Invisible decrease

Invisible decrease over 3 stitches

Invisible join

Mattress stitch


Pattern notes


	All pieces are worked in the round, spiral method, unless otherwise stated. Do not join or turn at the end of each round.

	Use a stitch marker to mark the first stitch of each round, moving it as you work each round.

	The body, head and legs are made in one piece, starting from the legs and working upwards. All other pieces are made separately and sewn on.







Pattern Begins

[image: No image description]

LEGS

Make 2 using Yarn B








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	work 6dc into ML, pull to close. (6sts)




	Rnd 2

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 3

	*1dc, 1dc inc; rep from * to end. (9sts)




	Rnd 4–6

	rep Rnd 2.






Fasten off both legs with an invisible join. Weave in all ends.

BODY

Using Yarn A, attach to next unworked dc from Rnd 6 of one of the legs.








	Rnd 1

	1dc in each st around the leg, ch9, bring in second leg and work 9dc around, ch9. (36sts)




	Rnd 2

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnds 3–16

	rep Rnd 2.




	Rnd 17

	36dc, then work another 10dc (or until you reach the natural ‘edge’ of the body, directly above one of the legs), change to Yarn C on the last st of the rnd.






HEAD

Using Yarn C








	Rnd 18

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 19–24

	rep Rnd 18.




	Rnd 25

	36dc, then work another 5dc (or until you reach the natural ‘edge’ of the body, directly above one of the legs).






DECREASE FOR HEAD

Continuing in Yarn C








	Rnd 26

	1dc, 1inv dec, 9dc, [1dc, 1inv dec] × 3, 9dc [1dc, 1inv dec] × 2. (30sts)




	Rnd 27

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 28

	1inv dec, 9dc, [1inv dec] × 3, 9dc [1inv dec] × 2. (24sts)




	Rnd 29

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 30

	work 1inv dec over 3sts, 9dc, 1inv dec over 3sts, 9dc. (18sts)






Fasten off using an invisible join and leave a long tail end to sew up gap later.

WINGS

Make 2 using Yarn C








	FC–Rnd 6

	make as for legs.




	Rnds 7–11

	rep Rnd 2.






Fasten off both with an invisible join and leave a long tail end. Do not stuff the wings. Pinch together at the top and sew opposite sides of Rnd 11 together using the tail end and a yarn needle, sewing through both edges to create a flat seam at the top. Leave tail end attached for sewing to body later.

EYE PATCHES

Make 2 using Yarn A, working in rows. Starting ch1 does not count as a st.








	FC

	ch7.




	Row 1

	starting in the second ch from the hook, 5dc along ch, 3dc in final ch, rotate work 180 degrees and work 5dc back along the opposite side of the ch, turn. (13sts)




	Row 2

	ch1, 5dc, [1dc inc] × 3, 5dc, turn. (16sts)




	Row 3

	ch1, 5dc, [1dc, 1dc inc] × 3, 5dc, do not turn. (19sts)




	Row 4

	ch1 (for corner) work 6dc evenly along the flat base of the Eye Patch, working into the sides of the rows, ch1, invisible join into the first dc from Row 3. Leave a long tail end to sew to head later.






BEAK

Using Yarn B








	FC

	ch4.




	Rnd 1

	starting in the second ch from the hook, 2dc along ch, 3dc in final ch, rotate work 180 degrees and work 2dc back along the opposite side of the ch, 3dc in the ch1 missed at the start of the rnd. (10sts)




	Rnd 2

	1dc in each st around.






Fasten off using an invisible join and leave a long tail end to sew to head later.

CHEEKS

Make 2 using Yarn D








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	work 6dc into ML, pull to close. (6sts)






Fasten off with an invisible join, leaving a long tail end to attach to body later.

MAKING UP

Step 1: Firmly stuff legs using a pencil or similar to push stuffing down. Sew up the hole in between legs using Yarn A and a yarn needle, pinching together the two ch9 sections. Sew using mattress stitch or whip stitch, matching up the sts on the front and back.

Step 2: Stuff the rest of the body and head using toy stuffing. Sew up the hole on the top of the head by pinching together the two 9dc sections from Rnd 30 of the body on the front and back. Sew using mattress stitch or whip stitch using the long tail end, matching up the sts on the front and back.

Step 3: Attach the wings to either side of the body at Rnd 17. Use the tail end from each wing to sew the top flat seam of the wing across 4sts on the body.

Step 4: Attach the eye patches to the head at Rnd 17, lining up the flat edge with the last rnd in Yarn A on the body and leaving a gap of 1 stitch in between the two patches. Sew in and out of the final row of sts on each eye patch using the long tail end left earlier to attach to the head

Step 5: Attach the cheeks at Rnds 17–18 of the body/head, leaving a gap of around 5sts in between them and overlapping the eye patches slightly. Sew in and out of the final rnd of sts on the cheeks using the long tail end left earlier to attach to the body/eye patches underneath.

Step 6: Sew the beak to the head/eye patches at Rnds 18–20, at the centre of the face, over-lapping the bottom of the eye patches slightly. Sew in and out of the tops of the sts from the final rnd of the nose using the long tail end left earlier.

Step 7: Sew two eyes using Yarn C and a yarn needle at approx. Rnds 22–23 of the body, 5sts apart at the bottom and 7sts apart at the top. Sew in a satin stitch around 6 times over the same area to build up the eye. To create eyelashes, sew one horizontal line, 2sts wide, and one diagonal line, 2sts high, at the outside top corner of each eye. Weave in all ends.
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Santa Claus

Move over Elf on the Shelf, the main man himself is here. If you fancy mixing it up, you could make his suit in green or use a chenille yarn for his cuffs and hat pom pom!

You will need


	3-mm hook

	Rico Ricorumi DK, 25g/58m, 100% cotton

	– Yarn A: Chocolate (057) × 1

	– Yarn B: Cream (002) × 1

	– Yarn C: Red (028) × 1

	– Yarn D: Clay (066) × 1

	– Yarn E: Rose (008) × 1

	– Yarn F: Black (060) × 1




	Rico Ricorumi Lamé DK, 10g/50m, 62% polyester/38% nylon

	– Yarn G: Gold (002) × 1




	Toy stuffing

	Stitch marker

	Fork or 2-cm pom pom maker



Finished size

10cm W × 20cm H including hat

Gauge

5cm × 5cm = 12 stitches × 12 rounds worked in double crochet

Special stitches

Invisible decrease

Invisible decrease over 3 stitches

Invisible join

Mattress stitch


Pattern notes


	All pieces are worked in the round, spiral method, unless otherwise stated. Do not join or turn at the end of each round.

	Use a stitch marker to mark the first stitch of each round, moving it as you work each round.

	The body, head and legs are made in one piece, starting from the legs and working upwards. All other pieces are made separately and sewn on.

	The hat is designed to be removable with a fold up brim, but if you prefer you can add a few stitches to secure it permanently to the head.







Pattern Begins
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LEGS

Make 2 using Yarns A, B and C








	FC

	working in Yarn A, create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	work 6dc into ML, pull to close. (6sts)




	Rnd 2

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 3

	*1dc, 1dc inc; rep from * to end, change to Yarn B on the last st of the rnd. Fasten off Yarn A and weave in ends. (9sts)




	Rnd 4

	working in Yarn B, 1dc BLO in each st around.




	Rnd 5

	rep Rnd 4.




	Rnd 6

	1dc in each st around, change to Yarn C on the last st of the rnd. Fasten off Yarn B and weave in ends.




	Rnd 7

	working in Yarn C, 1dc in each st around.






At the end of first leg, fasten off with an invisible join and weave in ends. On the second leg, leave the yarn attached ready to work the body.

WORK THE CUFFS

Rep for each leg

Using Yarn B, attach yarn to the first unworked FLO st from Rnd 4 with a ss, *ch3, ss into next unworked FLO; rep from * until end of Rnd 5. (18 sets of ch3 and 1ss)

Fasten off and weave in ends.

BODY

Continuing in Yarn C








	Rnd 1

	1dc in each st around the leg, ch9, bring in second leg and work 9dc around, ch9. (36sts)




	Rnd 2

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnds 3–6

	rep Rnd 2.




	Rnd 7

	36dc, then work until you reach the natural ‘edge’ of the body. Change to Yarn A on the last st of the rnd and PM to mark new start to rnd.




	Rnds 8–9

	working in Yarn A, 1dc in each st around. Change to Yarn C on the last st of Rnd 9.




	Rnds 10–16

	working in Yarn C, 1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 17

	36dc, then work another 3dc (or until you reach the natural ‘edge’ of the body, directly above one of the legs). Change to Yarn B on the last st of the rnd and PM to mark new start to rnd.




	Rnds 18–19

	working in Yarn B, 1dc in each st around. Change to Yarn D on the last st of Rnd 19.




	Rnds 20–24

	working in Yarn D, 1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 25

	36dc, then work another 2dc (or until you reach the natural ‘edge’ of the body). Change to Yarn B on the last st of the rnd and PM to mark new start to rnd.






DECREASE FOR HEAD

Continuing in Yarn B








	Rnd 26

	1dc in each st around




	Rnd 27

	1dc, 1inv dec, 9dc, [1dc, 1inv dec] × 3, 9dc [1dc, 1inv dec] × 2. (30sts)




	Rnd 28

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 29

	1inv dec, 9dc, [1inv dec] × 3, 9dc [1inv dec] × 2. (24sts)




	Rnd 30

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 31

	work 1inv dec over 3sts, 9dc, 1inv dec over 3sts, 9dc. (18sts)






Fasten off using an invisible join and leave a long tail end to sew up gap later.

ARMS

Make 2 using Yarns D, B and C

Make as for legs and work the cuffs, but use Yarn D for FC–Rnd 3.

Fasten off both with an invisible join and leave a long tail end. Do not stuff the arms. Pinch together at the top and sew together using the tail end and a yarn needle, sewing through both edges to create a flat seam at the top. Leave tail end attached for sewing to body later.

BEARD CURLS

Make 5 using Yarn B








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	work 6dc into ML, pull to close. (6sts)




	Rnd 2

	1dc in each st around. Fasten off with an invisible join, weave in ends.






JOIN FOR BEARD

Using Yarn B








	Rnd 1

	reattach yarn to one of the beard curls and work 6dc around, *pick up another beard curl and work 3dc, missing 3dc from Rnd 2; rep from * until one curl remains, 6dc around final curl, *3dc along unworked sts from Rnd 2 on next curl; rep from * 2 more times until all 5 beard curls are joined in a rnd. (30sts)




	Rnd 2

	*3dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end. (24sts)




	Rnd 3

	*2dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end. (18sts)




	Rnd 4

	*1dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end. (12sts)




	Rnd 5

	6inv dec. (6sts)






Fasten off with a ss and weave tail end in and out of the 6sts from Rnd 5, pull to close and secure with a few sts, then leave a long tail end for attaching to head later.

NOSE

Using Yarn D








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	work 6dc into ML, pull to close. (6sts)




	Rnds 2–3

	1dc in each st around.






Fasten off with a ss and weave tail end in and out of the 6sts from Rnd 3, pull to close and secure with a few sts, then leave a long tail end for attaching to head later.

CHEEKS

Make 2 using Yarn E








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	work 6dc into ML, pull to close. (6sts)






Fasten off with an invisible join, leaving a long tail end to attach to body later.

BELT BUCKLE

Make 1 as for cheek using Yarn G

HAT BRIM

Using Yarn B, working in rows for the brim. Starting ch2 do not count as sts.








	FC

	ch8.




	Row 1

	starting in the third ch from the hook, 6htr, turn.




	Row 2

	ch2, 6htr BLO, turn.




	Rows 3–19

	rep Row 2.






Bring FC round to meet Row 19 and work 6dc through the BLO of Row 19 and the FC to join into a circle. Fasten of Yarn B with a ss and weave in ends.

HAT

Work the rest of the hat in rounds in a continuous spiral using Yarn C








	Rnd 1

	working into the side of the brim, attach Yarn C and work 38dc evenly around. (38sts)




	Rnd 2

	*17dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end. (36sts)




	Rnd 3

	*4dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end. (30sts)




	Rnd 4

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 5

	*3dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end. (24sts)




	Rnd 6

	rep Rnd 4.




	Rnd 7

	*2dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end. (18sts)




	Rnds 8–9

	rep Rnd 4.




	Rnd 10

	*1dc, 1inv dec; rep from * to end. (12sts)




	Rnds 11–12

	rep Rnd 4.




	Rnd 13

	6inv dec. (6sts)




	Rnds 14–15

	rep Rnd 4.






Fasten off Yarn B with a ss and weave tail end in and out of the 6sts from Rnd 15, pull to close and weave in all ends. Create a 2-cm pom pom using Yarn B on either a fork or a pom pom maker and sew securely to the top of the hat.

MAKING UP

Step 1: Firmly stuff legs using a pencil or similar to push stuffing down. Sew up the hole in between legs using Yarn C and a yarn needle, pinching together the two ch9 sections. Sew using mattress stitch or whip stitch, matching up the sts on the front and back.

Step 2: Stuff the rest of the body and head using toy stuffing. Sew up the hole on the top of the head by pinching together the two 9dc sections from Rnd 31 of the body on the front and back. Sew using mattress stitch or whip stitch using the long tail end, matching up the sts on the front and back.

Step 3: Attach the rms to either side of the body at Rnd 17. Use the tail ends from the arms to sew the top flat seam across 4sts on the body.

Step 4: Secure the belt buckle at Rnds 8-9 of the body at the centre front. Sew in and out of the final rnd of sts using the long tail end left earlier.

Step 5: Sew the beard to the centre of the head at Rnd 19 using the long tail end.

Step 6: Attach the cheeks at Rnds 20–21 of the head, leaving a gap of around 5sts in between them. Sew in and out of the final rnd of sts on the cheeks using the long tail end left earlier.

Step 7: Secure the nose to the head at Rnds 20–22 at the centre of the head, just above the beard.

Step 8: Sew two eyes using Yarn F and a yarn needle at approx. Rnds 23–24 of the body, 5sts apart at the bottom and 7sts apart at the top. Sew in a satin stitch around 6 times over the same area to build up to the eye. To create eyelashes, sew one horizontal line, 2sts wide, and one diagonal line, 2sts high, at the outside top corner of each eye. Weave in all ends.
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Reindeer

I’m not sure if it’s the antlers and ears or the stitching on the belly that are the cutest, but I’ve saved the best for last with this pattern, which is one of my all-time faves. Fancy making Rudolf himself? Swap the brown yarn for red when making the nose!

You will need


	3-mm hook

	Rico Ricorumi DK, 25g/58m, 100% cotton

	– Yarn A: Light Brown (052) × 1

	– Yarn B: White (001) × 1

	– Yarn C: Chocolate (057) × 1

	– Yarn D: Rose (008) × 1

	– Yarn E: Black (060) × 1




	Toy stuffing

	Stitch marker



Finished size

10cm W × 18cm H including antlers

Gauge

5cm × 5cm = 12 stitches × 12 rounds worked in double crochet

Special stitches

Invisible decrease

Invisible decrease over 3 stitches

Invisible join


Pattern notes


	All pieces are worked in the round, spiral method, unless otherwise stated. Do not join or turn at the end of each round.

	Use a stitch marker to mark the first stitch of each round, moving it as you work each round.

	The body, head and legs are made in one piece, starting from the legs and working upwards. All other pieces are made separately and sewn on.







Pattern Begins
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LEGS

Make 2 using Yarn A








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	work 6dc into ML, pull to close. (6sts)




	Rnd 2

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 3

	*1dc, 1dc inc; rep from * to end. (9sts)




	Rnds 4–6

	rep Rnd 2.






At the end of first leg, fasten off with an invisible join. On the second leg, leave the yarn attached ready to work the body.

BODY

Continuing in Yarn A








	Rnd 1

	1dc in each st around the leg, ch9, bring in second leg and work 9dc around, ch9. (36sts)




	Rnd 2

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnds 3–16

	rep Rnd 2.




	Rnd 17

	36dc, then work another 10dc (or until you reach the natural ‘edge’ of the body, directly above one of the legs). Change to Yarn B on the last st of the rnd.






HEAD

Using Yarn B








	Rnd 18

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 19–24

	rep Rnd 18.




	Rnd 25

	36dc, then work another 5dc (or until you reach the natural ‘edge’ of the body, directly above one of the legs).






DECREASE FOR HEAD

Continuing in Yarn B








	Rnd 26

	1dc, 1inv dec, 9dc, [1dc, 1inv dec] × 3, 9dc [1dc, 1inv dec] × 2. (30sts)




	Rnd 27

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 28

	1inv dec, 9dc, [1inv dec] × 3, 9dc [1inv dec] × 2. (24sts)




	Rnd 29

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 30

	work 1inv dec over 3sts, 9dc, 1inv dec over 3sts, 9dc. (18sts)






Fasten off using an invisible join and leave a long tail end to sew up gap later.

ARMS

Make 2 using Yarn A

Make as for legs.

Fasten off both with an invisible join and leave a long tail end. Do not stuff the arms. Pinch together at the top and sew together using the tail end and a yarn needle, sewing through both edges to create a flat seam at the top. Leave tail end attached for sewing to body later.

TUMMY

Using Yarn B, working in rows. Starting ch1 does not count as a st.








	FC

	ch10.




	Row 1

	starting in the second ch from the hook, 8dc along ch, 3dc in final ch, rotate work 180 degrees and work 8dc back along the opposite side of the ch, turn. (19sts)




	Row 2

	ch1, 8dc, [1dc inc] × 3, 8dc, turn. (22sts)




	Row 3

	ch1, 8dc, [1dc, 1dc inc] × 3, 8dc, do not turn. (25sts)




	Row 4

	ch1, 8dc, [2dc, 1dc inc] × 3, 8dc, do not turn. (28sts)




	Row 5

	ch1 (for corner) work 8dc evenly along the flat base of the tummy, working into the sides of the rows, ch1, invisible join into the first dc from Row 4. Leave a long tail end to sew to body later.






HEAD PATCH

Using Yarn A, working in rows. Starting ch1 does not count as a st.








	FC–Row 2

	work as for tummy.




	Row 3

	ch1 (for corner) work 4dc evenly along the flat base of the head patch, working into the sides of the rows, ch1, invisible join into the first dc from Row 2. Leave a long tail end to sew to head later.






NOSE

Using Yarn C








	FC

	ch4.




	Rnd 1

	starting in the second ch from the hook, 2dc along ch, 3dc in final ch, rotate work 180 degrees and work 2dc back along the opposite side of the ch, 3dc in the ch1 missed at the start of the rnd. (10sts)




	Rnd 2

	1dc in each st around.






Fasten off using an invisible join and leave a long tail end to sew to head later.

CHEEKS

Make 2 using Yarn D








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	work 6dc into ML, pull to close. (6sts)






Fasten off with an invisible join, leaving a long tail end to attach to body later.

EARS

Make 2 using Yarn A








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	work 6dc into ML, pull to close. (6sts)




	Rnds 2–3

	1dc in each st around.






Fasten off with an invisible join and leave a long tail end. Do not stuff. Pinch together at the top and sew together using the tail end and a yarn needle, sewing through both edges to create a flat seam at the top. Leave tail end attached for sewing to head later.

ANTLERS

Make 2 using Yarn C








	FC

	create a ML and ch1.




	Rnd 1

	work 6dc into ML, pull to close. (6sts)




	Rnds 2–4

	1dc in each st around.




	Rnd 5

	1dc inc in each st around. (12sts)




	Rnd 6

	3dc, miss 6dc, 3dc in last 3sts of Rnd. (6sts)




	Rnd 7

	3inv dec. (3sts)






Fasten off with a ss and weave tail end in and out of the 3sts from Rnd 7, pull to close and weave in end. Reattach yarn to first missed dc of Rnd 5 and work on these 6sts only.








	Rnds 8–9

	1dc in each st around. (6sts)




	Rnd 10

	3inv dec. (3sts).






Fasten off with a ss and weave tail end in and out of the 3sts from Rnd 10, pull to close and weave in end.

MAKING UP

Step 1: Firmly stuff legs using a pencil or similar to push stuffing down. Sew up the hole in between legs using Yarn A and a yarn needle, pinching together the two ch9 sections. Sew using mattress stitch or whip stitch, matching up the sts on the front and back.

Step 2: Stuff the rest of the body and head using toy stuffing. Sew up the hole on the top of the head by pinching together the two 9dc sections from Rnd 30 of the body on the front and back. Sew using mattress stitch or whip stitch using the long tail end, matching up the sts on the front and back.

Step 3: Attach the arms to either side of the body at Rnd 17. Use the tail ends from the arms to sew the top flat seam across 4sts on the body.

Step 4: Attach the tummy to the body at Rnd 17, lining up the flat edge with the first rnd in Yarn B on the head. Sew in and out of the final row of sts on the tummy using the long tail end left earlier to attach to the body.

Step 5: Sew the head patch to the head at Rnd 30, lining up the flat edge with the last rnd at the top of the head in the centre. Sew in and out of the final row of sts on the head patch using the long tail end left earlier to attach to the head.

Step 6: Attach the cheeks at Rnds 20–21 of the head, leaving a gap of around 5sts in between them. Sew in and out of the final rnd of sts on the cheeks using the long tail end left earlier to attach to the head.

Step 7: Sew the nose to the head at Rnds 20–22 at the centre of the face, overlapping the bottom of the head patch slightly. Sew in and out of the tops of the sts from the final rnd of the nose using the long tail end left earlier.

Step 8: Sew two eyes using Yarn E and a yarn needle at approx. Rnds 23–24 of the body, 5sts apart at the bottom and 7sts apart at the top. Sew in a satin stitch around 6 times over the same area to build up the eye. To create eyelashes, sew one horizontal line, 2sts wide, and one diagonal line, 2sts high, at the outside top corner of each eye. Weave in all ends.

Step 9: Secure the antlers to the top of the head, placing them either side of the top of the head patch. Use Yarn C to sew the FC of each antler securely to the head, making sure to face the two antlers in opposite directions, with the smaller branches of the antlers facing each other.

Step 10: Attach the two ears to the top of the head, either side of the antlers. Use the tail ends from the ears to sew the top flat seam across 3 rows on the head.

Step 11: Finally, thread the yarn needle with an arm’s length of Yarn C and sew small, straight stitches vertically on the tummy and head patch. These are decorative, so you do not need to sew through all layers, just catch the topmost layer.
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